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Chinese Pack Frisco $2.50 Theatre, 
Dramatize Day's War News Cables 


. 


San Francisco, May 29. 


Most ignored branch of Amer- 
i¢a’s show biz is still packing 'em 
in, Not vaude, but’ ’Frisco’s 
Chinese theatre which has no con- 
nection with Sid Grauman, 

Tai Chung Wah theatre on Jack- 
son street is cleaning up and going 
strong after 66 years. Only time 
out is now and then when a new 
acting contigent from Canton has 
trouble crashing immigration gates 
at Angel Island. 

Chinese nut is low and cast works 
for rice cakes. No ad budget to 
speak of, save handbills which 
Chinese newspapers print much 
cheaper than regular Oriental type- 
setters. 

Present attraction is translated to 
mean ‘One Dream in 14 Years’ and 
is a story based upon current 
events in Shanghai. As new press 
dispatches pile inte Kuo Min Yat 
Po (Chinese Nationalist Daily), 


(Continued on page 55) 


It Takes Watchman 
To Watch Burglar 
Alarms in H’wood 


Hollywood, May 29. 


3urglar alarms are giving Holly- 
wood the midnite jitters. Weird 
and intricate devices for spotting 
the prowler, which have either been 
installed or are now being placed 
on the premises of practically every 
screen personage, are causing more 
sleeplessness than the treaspassers 
themselves. And how the neighbors 
squawk. 

Some of the systems are so deli- 
cate, being based on the photo-cell 
principle, that the screeching of si- 
réns or flash of floodlights is apt to 
come from almost anything. 

One Beverly Hills celeb, kept 
sleepless for the better part of a 
week by false alarms, finally discov- 
ered that moths were responsible. 
So that celeb created the strangest 
of many strange jobs in the land of 
pictures by hiring a watchman to 
watch the mechanical watchmen, 


Beer ie R. C.? 


Rockefeller Center interests have 
had a proposition before them to 
put in a massive beer garden as 
part of the Radio City adjunct, 
Deal was reported almost closed 
when international difficulties, for 
a time, made it appear that the 
German and Italian buildings would 
not be started. 

This left a large area in the center 
of R.C., where a 10,000 capacity out- 
door beer garden was proposed by 
Louis J. Brecker, owner of the Rose- 
land ballroom on Broadway. 














Brecker and a syndicate have 
taken over the bankrupt H. Hicks & 
Co. confectionery on Fifth avenue, 





Surprise 





Minneapolis, May 29. 

The Caverns, Twin City night 
club, spent $2,500 to install 
wind machines at the entrance 
to blow the skirts of women 
entering the place sky high. 
And patronage fell off 60%. 

But the machines blow no 
more, and biz is okay. It would 
have been cheaper to try Lou 
Holtz and his cane as door- 
man. 














HOW TO RUN A 
MEDICINE SHOW 
ON $36 WKLY 


Plenty of would-be auto shows 
have come to grief this season, with 
many of the troupers left stranded. 
But it’s partly because they don’t 
know how. A letter from a medicine 
show operator throws some light on 
how it’s done. 

The owner, who has his wife in 
the show, does all of the contract- 
ing, getting from 60-40 to 75-25 
terms, with the show always on the 
long end. He has another man and 
two women, one of the latter doing 
mental telep. That's all she does, 
but it’s enough to cause talk, Owner 
is in on a double act with his wife 
and also does a couple of singles. 
The other man and woman double 

(Continued on page 58) 








Canadian Cleric Sees 
First Picture at 79 


Ottawa, May 29. 

Archbishop Mathieson, Primate 
of Canada, has been converted to 
the films—at the age of 79 years. 
He went to a picture show for the 
first time, the attraction being ‘Cav- 
aleade,’ and admitted that it was 
wonderful. 

For the aged cleric it must be 
said, however, that he has spent 
most of his life in the Arctic reg- 
ions where he gained the reputation 
of being a red-blooded man, 


Tom hinine Pic 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Bryan Foy is rushing a two reel 
subject, ‘Strange Case of Tom 
Mooney,’ for immediate release with 


Mooney trial now going on in San 
Francisco, 
Foy is using a lot of the old 


Mooney stock shots, with Mooney, 
his mother, brothers, sister and 
wife in them. Mooney also does 
about seven minutes of talk in the 
film Lew Golder arranging re- 
lease 


HARD BUSINESS 
FINANCES ART 


Chicago Century of Progress 
Exposition Looks Eetter 
at Night Than by Day— 
Promises Financial Suc- 
cess, but Compares Un- 
favorably to Other 
World’s Fairs—Much 
Work Remains to Be 
Done 





oe 


FEW FOREIGNERS 





By Bob Landry 


Chicago, May 29. 

The boast of the Century of 
Progress Exposition that it would 
be open on schedule 100% cornplete 
proved to be just that—a boast. 
There’s a good three weeks’ work 
before everything will be ship- 
shape. So far as the official open- 
ing Saturday (27) was concerned 
there were more concessions, ex- 
hibits, and miscellaneous places 
with the stucco still wet or the saw- 
dust still to sweep up than there 
were places open for business. 

But out of all the publicity flap- 
doodle and the claims that this Fair 


(Continued on page 62) 


WINTER GARDEN AS 
JULY BEER GARDEN 


Levine Bros., who operate the 
Brass Rail, Times Square eaterie, 
are taking over the Winter Garden 
from the Shuberts on a long term 
lease and will remodel for beer gar- 
den purposes, They intend to open 
in July. 

Alterations will involve the tear- 
ing out of stage and balcony with 
only the lobby and four walls re- 
tained. This, together with instal- 
lation of tables and service facilities, 
estimates to cost around $70,000. 
Place will be modeled after Kem- 
pinsky’s Haus Vaterland in Berlin, 
and besides the beer and food there 
will be a floor show. 

Venture will give Broadway two 
large beer garden’s both using floor 
talent, this summer in the event 
that Walter Reade’s negotiations for 
Loew's New York theatre and roof 
materialize. 











Treason 





Without explaining why, or 
even leaving a farewell note, 
the New York Palace curb- 
stoners who made ‘the beach’ 
notorious, are deserting one by 


one and taking up new posi- 
tions on the West 46th street | 
curb 

It just shows 

















Taos, in the Desert, Is Art Center 
Where Irv O'Hay Has Gone Native 





The Prisoners’ Song 


Washington, May 29. 

Sing-Sing is applying to the 
Federal Radio Commission for 
two broadcasting station per- 
mits. 

Prison not only wants a fixed 
transmitter permit, but one for 
a portable mobile outfit to be 
used any place in New York 
State. 


a 
By GEORGE McCALL 


Taos, N. M., May 29. 


It’s a far cry from the centers of 
art, supposedly New York, Pro- 
vincetown and other much exploited 
artistic places to the center of the 
Great American Desert, but here in 
this 1,200 population way station is 
more art per capita than any other 
hamlet, town or city in the world. 
And that’s taking in a lot of ter- 
ritory. 

Here dwells Irving Couse, who 











RADIO TUBE TAX 


PROPOSED BY 
SHOWMEN 


Amusement interests, surfeited by 
tax upon tax, are planning to agi- 
tate for a radio tax at the source. 
That is a fee on the radio tubes, 
for the benefit of the Internal Rev- 
enue Dept., and possibly also a tax 
on the receiving sets, similar to the 
system in England, where the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp. is a nation- 
ally controlled enterprise. 

Show interests, via their respec- 
tive affiliates and spokesmen, will 
argue that admission taxes at the- 
atres are discriminating levies, 
when other amusement purveying 
enterprises of a vaster nature, get 
away without any tax obligations. 

It is hoped at the same time that 
a radio tax may chase the people 
out of their homes and to the the- 
atres, 





Film on Akron Disaster 
Tabooed by Navy Dept. 


Hollywood, May 29. 

At the request of the Navy De- 
partment Metro will delay, if not 
abandon, production of ‘Sky Man,’ 
written by Raymond Shrock around 
the recent Akron crash. 

Navy officials read the story in 
connection with a request for as- 
sistance in making the air se- 
quences. They urged that the idea 
be shelved, for a time at least, ar- 
guing that the disaster was too re- 
cent and the questions it raised are 
too delicate to make immediate 
filming expedient. 


8-Yr-Old Bull | Fighter 


Mexico City, May 29. 

Armando Borunda, eight years 
and weighing 75 pounds, claims title 
of ‘world’s youngest and smallest 


bull fighter’ after his successful de- | 


but in the blood and sand arena at 
Ciudad Juarez, across from El! Paso, 
Tex 

Kid slew three bulls with his own 
little sword first time out. 


old | 


paints those Santa Fe railroad ad- 
vertisements and calendars; Joseph 
Inhoff, whose western studies are 
compared to Remington's; W. Her- 
bert Dunton, whose ‘Cattle Buyer’ 
has been exhibited in most Euro- 
pean countries and has earned him 
$10,000 in prize monies in the past 
two years. Dunton, honored as an 
oil painter, is perhaps America’s 
foremost lithozrapher, recognized as 


(Continued on page 59) 





Rough Frisco Cops 
Send Pinched Boys 
To Women’s Court 


San Francisco, May 29. 

Frisco’s «till a swaggering, tough 
town that likes its shows sugges- 
tive and its likker straight. But 
when it comes to pansy floor shows, 
that’s a different matter. 

Joe Rosenberg “ound out this 
week as his Tait’s cafe was the 
scene of four nightly raids when 
great big gorgeous policemen de- 
scended upon the spot and hauled 
off seven members of the ‘Boys Will 
3e Girls’ troupe, sticking ’em in a 
nasty old cell. 

That blindfolded 
pulled her eyeshade slightly 
peeked out, noted the gowns and 
makeup of the entertainers, and 
with tongue in cheek—scheduled the 
hearing for the Women’s court. 

There Judge Steiger on Friday 
(26) dismissed Rae Bourbon, Jean 
Russell, Neil Dorney, Fred Noll, Sam 
Silvers, Francis Blair and Eddie 
Lee, but hela tntil June 2 Daniel 
Carson, ‘ninager, who took the fall 
for Rosenberg and his cafe. 

City also rescinded the cafe's beer 
permit, and is doing everything 
possible to make it tough for Tait’s, 





girl, Justice, 


awry, 





First raid, last Monday night, was 
a colorful affair that incidentally, 
was broadcast over KFWI as the 
show was remote controlling over 
| station. 

} After Rae Bourbon had done a 
Spanish dance in fem attire Capt. 
| Layne stepped up to the stage, blew 
his whistle, and half a dozen cop- 
pers nabbed the boys. They gave 
‘em time to take off their dresses, 
then hustled ’em in the wagon 
iwhich clanged to the station house 
, With the gang of mascared, rouged, 
| lipsticked impersonators who floored 


|the tough Irish desk s2=rgeant upon 
| their entrance. 
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Stars Nests Feathered, Says Nagel, 
Needs of Passe Players Pressing 


By CECELIA AGER 


‘Of the 10,(00 screen credit actors 
registered at the Central Call Bu- 


reau in Hollywood, only 750 are ac- 
tive over a year’s period, according 
to Conrad Nagel. For the 750 active 
actors, there is an average of but 
350 jebs available daily. These fig- 
ures, collected after careful re- 
search in all the studios by the 
Academy, are ominously significant 
in a- revelation of the vast unem- 
ployment among actors. 

Further tragedy results from the 
findings that approximately 200 of 
the 750 active list are dropped each 
year, and another 200 go on. Ob- 
viously the picture industry must 
face the problem of how most fair- 
ly to allocate these jobs. It must 
recognize its economic and moral 
obligation to keep its old actors 
working, to provide employment for 
the actors who have given 10 to 
20 years of their lives to the pic- 


ture industry. The industry owes 
them that much. The industry 
must take care of its own,’ says 


Conrad Nagel. 
Bit Players Problem 

Mr. Nagel,- considering the prob- 
lem of a more fair distribution of 
available acting assignments, be- 
lieves that the old time actor, the 
actor who started in the silent days 
should be given the preference—all 
things being equal. He has the 


(Continued on page 42) 


BILLIE BURKE: PLAYING . 
SELF AS MRS. ZIEGFELD 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Billie Burke will play her real life 
part as the wife of Florenz Ziegfeld 
in:‘The Great Ziegfeld’ at Universal. 
Actress’ part in the picture is set 
and is one of the terms of the con- 
tract by which she is helping to 
write the yarn for the studio. 

William Anthony McGuire, who 
completes the script on ‘When the 
Time Comes’ this week, rejoins Miss 
Burke on ‘Ziegfeld. He also may 
direct. 











Modernized ‘Cyrano’ 
For John Barrymore 


Hollywood, May 29. 

A modernized screen version of 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ is being writ- 
ten for John Barrymore at Radio by 
Lawrence Stallings, who is doing 
the scribbling while on a round- 
the-world jaunt. 

Big-nose saga will be brought up 
to 1914, with the mighty schnoz as 
a French Blue Devil during the war. 
Radio says it will retain all of the 
situations of the Rostand play, a.1 
lift the plot’s face onto the World 
War background. 

Kenneth Macgowan will produce. 
He and Stallings intended to do the 
up-to-date ‘Cyrano’ as a stage play 
10 years ago, but never got around 
to it. 




















+ 





Anticipation 





Hollywood, May 29. 
New script girl was engaged 
for “Three Cornered Moon’ at 
Paramount, and her duties out- 
lined. Given the list of people 
in the cast, she exclaimed: 
‘Oh, Jack Oakie’s in this 
picture. That mean’'s I'll need 
an assistant.’ 











Ribbing Film Mob 
Starts Anti-Oakie 
Campaign at Toluca 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Since Jack Oakie was seen pric- 
ing houses in Toluca: Lake, he’s 
been the target for plenty of ribbing 
on the part of the picture mob who 
are residentr of the suburb. Gag has 
reached the point where there’s a 
‘Keep Oakie Out of Toluca Lake 
Fund,’ with Richard Arlen, honorary 
mayor of the place, as the leader of 
the anti-Oakie movement. 
In addition to circulating petitions 
against the comic’s proposed move, 
secret .meetings have taken place, 
with the result that banners have 
mysteriously appeared across the 
roads leading to the town, proclaim- 
ing ‘poison Oakie.’ 
Fund’s first contributor was Bing 
Crosby, who claims to have donated 
$1,000, either as a bribe to the 
sweatshirted one, or for the best 
suggéstion that will keep him from 
being a neighbor. New residents of 
the sector are being taxed $200 
apiece, it is claimed, for the fund 
and the older homesteaders are giv- 
ing even more, since they’ve already 
got their shrubbery in. 
Arlen, a new and proud papa, 
says that the purpose of the anti- 
Oakie campaign is to keep Toluca 
lake a quiet place for the kiddies. 


Debts Stare at ’Em, 
~~ §o It’s Bankruptcy 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
| Lonnie D’Orsa, assistant director. 
filed a petition in bankruptcy list- 
ing debts of $14,535, mainly judg- 
ments obtained against him, and 
$200 worth of clothing as his sole 
assets. Seeking exemption on the 
latter. 
Marguerite Le Grand, concert 
pianist, also took the dive with 
$1,989 in liabilities and $200 worth 
of personal effects as assets. 
Everett Sharp, San Bernadino 
theatre employee, listed $856 worth 
of bills against an insurance policy 
and. clothing as assets. 
Leslie B. McWhorter, writer, with 
liabilities of $7,090, mostly con- 
tracted in Douglas, Ariz., has $35 
worth of clothing and bedding on 
the other side of the ledger. 











Peggy and Orsatti? 











= ) 
INDEX Hollywood, May 29. 
hens Peggy Joyce is giving serious 
Sle. Sass teases peaace ae thought to marriage again. 
CT ee ee a Ape 30 Last week in San Francisco she 
“PSE EN ine cna 60-61 made it known to her theatrical 
ets Pig Gee oh. friends that Frank Orsatti might 
Editorial ..+++++++ees voce 49 be her next spouse. Orsatti is a 
Exploitation ....... ese 23 | Hollywood agent. 
Film House Reviews..... 14 H 
Piim ROVICWEs..... s cvcceces 15 : 
Foreign Film News..... a The OI’ Prospector 
Foreign Show News...... 52 Hollywood, May 29. 
FRBIRO——LIGBIE os cisscccccs 53 Sid Rogell, associate producer at 
Inside—Music ......0. 5S 57 Monogram, leaves June 2 for Alaska 
Inside—Pictures .....000. 49 where he will make a whaling pic- 
Inside—Radio ...... eee 43 ture independently. He is taking 
PI. sek eseoeneses 50-53 along a cameraman, also one actor 
a “aN <6.0 66400060005 62 with him. 
Emteratl ...cccceve eeecece 55 Will charter boat for expedition 
PEUBIC oo occ cc cctc cece. 06-57 at Seattle, to be gone six months 
EY MR 5c 5 vt eR KS se aE 46 in all. 
News from the Dailies... 58 —- a 
BPUlte CIGMDE, ..c.c0cs cee : 56 , 
Obituary ..rccccsovcccess 62 Both Dougs in Pic 
PP 65 bantneeee wales 62-63 
RE ee 2.38 Trip across to Europe on the S.S 
SE ae 49-42 Roma, sailing Wednesday (31) will 
Radio Reports........... f 43 have Tom Geraghty conferring with 
a et RAE 59 Douglas Fairbanks and Doug, IJr., 
Talking Shorts........... 15 who are traveling together, on the 
Times Square...... ANS 59 script of a picture starring father 
; piste ‘re and son. 
cori densa es Title that has been decided on 
\ ; for the joint effort is ‘Zorro Rides 
—_——— —Y | Again.’ 














WILL MAHONEY 


This week, Buffalo Theatre, Buf- 
falo. 

Andrew R. Kelley, 
“Times,” said: “If you want to know 
real] applause note the hand-clap- 
ping which Will Mahoney inspires 


Washington 


at the Fox. The comedian never 
lets down and seems to gather 
stimulation from the hilarious audi- 
ence reaction. Carter Barron is 
talking of a Fox hall of fame. He 
should reserve the No. 1 spot for 
Will Mahoney.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 








M-G ORDERS DURANTE 
ON COAST BY JUNE 8 


On peremptory orders from J. Rob- 
ert Rubin, the Loew’s exec, Jimmy 
Durante must close in ‘Strike Me 
Pink,’ at the Majestic, New York, 
on Saturday (3) in order to be back 
on the Coast June 8 for ‘Hollywood 
Party.’ This, besides possibly cut- 
ting short the musical’s run, also 
nullifies Durante’s chances for some 
extra coin, as he’s slated now for 
25% of the net, under his contract, 


after the first eight weeks. Durante 
also hope@ to extend his. absence 
from Metro in order to get in a few 
weeks, in Chi for the World’s Fair. 

Loew’s is jammed up through 
Louis K. Sidney having counted on 
Durante for a week at the Capitol 
on Broadway after the show’s clos- 
ing. As a compromise, Rubin sug- 
gested Durante close June 3 and 
open June 4 (Sunday) at the Cap 
for five days, and then fly to the 
Coast. The aviation thing is cold 
with the comedian, who is strictly a 
groundhog. 

It is likely ‘Pink’ may stick in New 
York with Harry Richman succeéed- 
ing Durante and the part rewritten 
to fit the former. 


Spurt in WB Studios 
Recalls Absent Stars 


Sudden call from Warner Broth- 
ers to all the wandering talent with 
the notification that the studio goes 
back to active production June 10. 

Richard Barthelmess and Frank 
McHugh, in New York on vacation, 
were asked to hurry back. Mc- 
Hugh goes by train today (30). 
Barthelmess will stick on till the 
end of the week and then fly. 

First picture to start, with the 
studio reopening, will be ‘Footlight 
Parade,’ another musical. ‘King- 
fish,’ ‘Convention City’ and ‘Wild 
Boys’ follow in that order. 


Raoul Walsh to Metro 


Culver City, May 29. 
Raoul Walsh is finished at Fox 
and will go over to Metro. He was 
scheduled to direct at Metro when 


Fox insisted on his return there. 
Was intended for Walsh to di- 

rect ‘Soviet,’ but likely Jack Con- 

way will get that assignment. 














SISTROM’S RKO CHORE 
RKO has purchased the film rights 
to ‘Rodney,’ by Leonard S. Nason, 
published in the ‘Saturday Evening 
Post.’ 


Story will be a special on the com- 
ing year’s program and first for 
William Sistrom as an RKO asso- 





ciate producer. 





Friendly Tipoff 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

First inkling that any of the 
daily papers had of the recent 
arrest of Ernst Laemmle as a 
persistent traffic violator came 
when a mysterious male voice 
phoned, saying: 

‘One of them there Laemmles 
is in jail’ 

Editor thanked the informant 
and asked him who he was. 

‘Oh,’ was the reply, ‘I’m 
just an electrician at Univer- 
sal.’ 


Howard’s Soft Spot 
For ‘Square’ Proves 
Softer for Lasky 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Acknowledging that the play 
‘Berkeley had made him, 


and saying that he in return was 
willing to do anything to insure the 
success of the screen version, Leslie 
Howard has volunteered to stand 
by without pay several weeks at 
Fox for possible retakes. 

Offer was made to Jesse Lasky on 

the eve of finishing the picture, 
which is expected in the “bag by 
May 30. 
Lasky was willing to pay liberally 
to have the actor postpone his pro- 
posed trip to England a few days to 
make any changes that might be 
necessary in ‘Square. But Howard 
wouldn’t listen to the money propo- 
sition. His pay ceasing when the 
pic finishes, and his time being 
rated at from $40,000 to $45,000 per 
pic, Howard’s offer to Lasky would 
be represented in considerable jack 
if figured that way. 

Howard is preparing to go to Eng- 
land to do the stage play ‘Riviera’ 
with Gilbert Miller, following which 
these two are planning to make a 
picture together for Columbia. In 
this case, too, Howard feels he owes 
a debt of gratitude. 

‘Miller helped me when I had no 
name,’ Howard is reported to have 
told friends. ‘And this is the only 
way I can pay him back.’ His top 
split on the stage production at best 
is figured not over $200 or $300 per 
week, a pittance compared to what 
the freelancer draws down and has 
been offered per picture. 


Nesri to Do Picture 
In French for Tobis 











Square’ 





Paris, May 20. 
Pola Negri announced formally 
that she has definitely signed with 
Tobis films to make one picture 
abroad before returning to the 


etta, ‘A Trip to Presburg,’ for the 
Shuberts., 

La Negri has been angling for 
five years for the film rights to 
‘La Glu,’ by Jean Richepin, and 
Tobis has finally closed the deal. 
The interiors will be shot in Paris 
and most of the exteriors will be 
made along the coast of Brittany. 
‘La Glu’ is the nickname of the 
heroine who has the quality of 
mucilage when it comes to sticking 
to the men who strike her fancy. 
She is one of those women whose 
inescapable influence proves the 
ruination of strong men. 

Before starting work on _ the 
Richepin novel, which will be done 
in French, Negri will go to Brus- 
sels next week to headline at the 
Alhambra there in the same pres- 
entation of Russian gypsy and 
French songs in which she is now 
appearing at the Alhambra here. 

By the time Negri returns to 
Paris Tobis will have lined up the 
director, adapters, cameramen and 
French supporting cast, as it is in- 
tended to get production under way 
in June, the star being; due back 
in N. Y. C. in August. 


Ex-H’wood Stunter Hurt 


Syracuse, May 29. 

Andrew Wilbur, professionally 
‘Daredevil Andy,’ former Hollywood 
stunter, in People’s hospital with 
internal injuries suffered on Empire 
Air Field when his staged head-on 
crash of two cars, one driverless, 
and Wilbur at the wheel of the 
other, went wrong. 

Crash worked as scheduled but 
Wilbur’s car failec to stop as he 
leaped from it and started to craz- 
ily circle the field. Wilbur dashed 
after it, caught the rear end but 
was swept fror: his feet and banged 
about until Fh: war unconscious. 








USA to star in the Viennese oper- | 


Film Actors Got 
Their Expenses, 
But Benefit Flops 


San Francisco, May 29, 
Police Department is reported to 
be investigating a benefit staged at 
the Civic Auditorium for Ruby 
Adams, former chorus girl, which 
resulted in a $600 deficit which the 


beneficiary feels she will 
meet. 

James W. Rowan, a professional 
promoter, handled the affair, with 
claims also made that Hollywood 
picture people who were coming 
here supposedly to appear at 
benefit used the expenses provided 
and took in the opening of Tom 
Gallery’s fight club. 

Film celebs named in this con- 
nection are George Raft, Jack 
Oakie and Peggy Hopkins Joyce. 

Promoter on Carpet 

Rowan, it is alleged, was also 
called before Mayor Rossi to ex- 
plain the signing of the chief mag- 
istrate’s name to wires sent Holly- 
wood stars for donations, which re- 
sulted in checks coming from Will 
Rogers, Marion Davies and others. 

Miss Adams is an ex-show girl 
who about eight years ago suffered 
a spinal injury at the old Strand 
theatre, when a sand bag fell on her 
from the flies as she was ready to 
go on. for a number of the show 
being put on by the Will King 
Tab Co. Ever since she has been 
confined to a wheel chair. 

Following the accident she mar- 
ried Johnny Davis, who operated 
Coffee Dan’s. Recently she divorced 
him and has been living with her 
son, Steve Bevo. 

The benefit was for the purpose 
of raising money for an operation 
which physicians claimed would 
make Miss Adams walk again. 


‘JAZZ’ LIEUT. GOVERNOR 
WOULD AN ACTOR BE 


have to 





Hollywood, May 29. 
Meyers, the Seattle jazz ore 
who 


Vie 
chestra leader 
lieutenant governor of Washington 
recently, is in Hollywood to cam- 
paign for.an actor’s job. 

Meyer is negotiating with three 
major studios to buy his original 
story, ‘The Jazz Mayor,’ in which 
he wants to star. If the deal goes 
through Meyers would work here 
between sessions of the state legis- 
lature, 


was elected 


Open Sesame 
Hollywood, May 29. 

William H. Ellison, Collector of 
Customs on the Mexican Border, 
has announced that telegraphic 
orders from Secretary Woodin di- 
rects the Mexican border gates be 
kept open 24 hours a day beginning 
June 1. 

Tourists couldn’t cross the line 


at Tia Juana after 6 p. m. or before 
6 a. m. 





SAILINGS 


May 31 (New York to Nice) Tom 
Geraghty, Douglas Fairbanks and 
Doug Fairbanks, Jr. (Roma). 

May 29 (New York to London) 
Morton Downey, Charles C. Petti- 
john, (Europa). 

May 27 (New York to Paris) Alice 
Hughes, Gloria Swanson, Mrs. Sam 
Eckman, Jr., Regina Crewe, Herbert 
Cruickshank (Ile de France). 

May 27 (New York to Buenos 
Aires), Jack Lustberg (Western 
World). 

May 27 (London to 
Cardini (Berengaria). 
May 26 (New York to London) 
John Anderson, Edward Logan (Min- 
netonka). 





New York) 


May 26 (New York to London) 
Rosie Dolly, Irving Netcher (Ma- 
jestic). 

May 26 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Mountford 
(American Banker). 

May 25 (New York to Genoa) 


Arthur Bodanzky, Giovanni Martin- 
elli, Harry Cohn, Lewis Milestone, 
Laurence Stallings (Conte di Sa- 
voia). 

May 25 
Jeanne Comfort 
May 24 (Hollywood to 


(London to New York) 
(Washington). 
London) 





Sam Taylor (Manhattan) 
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Stars Think Chicago Reporters 


Odd—Have No 


+ 


Chicago, May 29. 

Interviewing the press in Chicago 
differs radically from the same deed 
as known and practiced in New 
York or Hollywood. In consequence, 
between-train Hollywoodites or those 
playing dates in the varieties are 
frequently perplexed. 

Mam distinction as regards Chi- 
cago is the fact that interviews are 
conducted wholesale. It’s open -*irt 
with the star on trial and the vari- 
ous representatives of the dailies 
sitting around making conversation 
while sipping prune juice. 

What stars can't understand is the 
off-hand share-and-share alike spirit 
among local interviewers. In New 
York especially the jealousy of the 
various dailies makes it necessary to 
have each reporter ushered into the 
royal presence alone and allowed to 
conduct his own interview with no 
other ears around. Chicago report- 
ers don’t let that bother them. They 
regard the star as public domain 
and the interview as anybody’s dish 
to take as much or as little as they 
like. 

Chicago system is easier on the 
press, tougher on the star. If get- 
t:. . too awkward the star suffers in 
isolation while the press has the 
moral support of numbers. 


Hearst’s Insistence 
Figures in Davies 
Getting “Wimpole St.’ 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Marion Davies will make ‘The 
Barretts of Wimpole Street’ for 
Metro, and not Katharine Cornell 
or Norma Shearer whom the studio 
had originally figured on playing 
the leading part. The Davies as- 
signment was traced to the _ in- 
sistence of William Randolph 
Hearst that it be given her. 

‘Parretts of Wimpole Street’ was 
originally purchased by United Ar- 
tists for $80,000, under the con- 
dition that Miss Cornell play in the 
picture. However, this she re- 
fused, and Metro for a _ time 
thought they could induce her to 
play the part and had the script 
turned over to them by United Ar- 
tists. However, Miss Cornell has 
decided she does not want to play 
the picture, and if she does come 
under contract to Metro, it would 
be in ‘Good Earth.’ 

The studio figured on Miss Shear- 
er, but ‘the Hearst influence began 
working, hence it was a Davies 
vehicle. 

Tentative 








title of the Marion 
Davies Hollywood musical at 
Metro is ‘Cinderella’s Fellow.’ 
That’s the name of one of the five 
songs Nacio Herb Brown and Ar- 
thur Freed are writing for the pic. 

Marie Dressler and Bing Crosby 
will appear in support of Marion 
Davies in latter’s untitled musical 
for Metro. 


Jimmy Durante will be ghost- 
written on current events for the 
N. Y. ‘Daily Mirror’ and Kings Fea- 
tures. It is a trial stunt which will 
be tried daily for eight weeks. 

Dan Parker, sports columnist on 
the ‘Mirror,’ may do the ghosting. 
Durante will sit in with Parker this 
week to collaborate on some of the 
material, before taking his schnoz- 
zola back to the coast. 

Durante stuff will be boxed and 
if found saleable by syndication, the 
feller with the big smeller is in for 
a nice chunk of extra coin. 





Marie, Lionel in ‘Bean’ 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Sam Wood will direct ‘The Late 
Christopher Bean,’ which Metro 
plans as the next story for Marie 
Dressler. 
She will be teamed with Lionel 
Barrymore in this production 








Professional Pique 


Like Father 








Hollywood, May 29. 

Wallace Reid, Bryant Wash- 
burn, Carlyle Blackwell and 
Fred Kohler, all juniors and 
sons of picture fathers of the 
same name, are playing parts 
in Paramount's ‘This Day and 
Age.’ 

Elsie Ferguson, niece of the 
legit star, also in the bit list. 


L. A. Court Rules 
For Cabot in Wage 
Attachment Sut 











Los Angeles, May 29. 
Contracts between agencies and 
clients continue problematical in 
this state, with Bruce Cabot the 
latest to get a Superior court deci- 


sion in his favor. 

Collier & Wallis, the actor's reps., 
sued him for $27,000 on a breach 
of agency contract charge, and at- 
tached his salary at Radio. Mar- 
tin Gang, Cabot’s attorney, filed a 
demurrer to the complaint, which 
was sustained, the judge ordering 
the attachment discharged on the 
grounds that salary cannot be at- 
tached when suing for damages on 
such a contract. 

Plaintiffs have 10 days in which 
to file an amended complaint. 
Ralph Blum represented the plain- 
tiffs. 


FAIRBANKS, SR., HAS 
COSTLY FILM PLAN 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Douglas Fairbanks will splurge 
financially on his next production 
in the hope of once more regaining 
top-notch standing with the fans. 
Actor’s last two pictures, ‘Around 
the World in 80 Mirtites’ and ‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe,’ have been little 
more than travelogs and haven't 
done much to maintain Fairbank’s 
rating. 

Tentative cost of the 
‘Cavalcade’ story, which is at 
present the favorite for Fair- 
bank’s next, is set at over the 
$500,000 mark, a figure that has not 
been voluntarily reached by any 
producer in several months. 

If he produces another story in- 
stead, actor has his mind set on an 
expensive pic. Next story, what- 
ever it is, will be a fantasy. 





Chinese 


Anna Sten Hasn’t Started 
Her Ist, but 2d All Set 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Anna Sten has not started on her 
first picture for Sam Goldwyn, but 
‘Barbary Coast’ will be her second, 
based on a book by Herbert Asbury, 
with Frances Marion doing the 
screen play. It follows ‘Nana.’ 

Guy Croswell Smith, United Ar- 
tists representatve in France, has 
closed for all foreign screen rights 
to Emile Zola’s ‘Nana.’ Story is in 
public domain in the United States 
only. 








Goldwyn, through Smith in Paris, 
has also obtained permission to 
use the English translation rights 
to the classic. 

. 
King Kong, Jr. 

Follow-up to ‘King Kong’ from} 
RKO Radio is the idea of Meriam C. | 
Cooper, company’s production head. | 

Sequel will be known as ‘King | 


Kong, Jr.’ i 


\NEWSREEL MENS 
OL 19 FD. Bi 


They Call the President the 
‘Barrymore of the White 
House’—Woodin No. 2 
Newsreel Star—Sec’y of 
Treas. Credited With 
Practical Stage Experi- 
ence—Two of President’s 
Secretaries Are Ex-News- 
reel Men—Huey Long a 
Flop. 





—_———_—— 


NO DRAMATIC STAR 





By TOM WALLER 


Not since the Wilson administra- 
tion are newsreels finding Washing- 
ton as abundant with talent and 
willing as right now. The President, 
himself, is called the Barrymore of 
the capital. No Chief, in the recol- 
lection of oldest reel men, has pos- 
sessed all of the screen qualifications 
of Mr. Roosevelt. Plus this fact 
the entire Roosevelt family, all are 
naturals, in the reel boys’ way of 
thinking. 

William H. Woodin, Secretary of 
the Treasury, is the only other 
Washingtonian to be placed on the 
same thespianic level with the Presi- 
dent. Mr. Woodin’s knowledge of 
music and theatricals in largely 
credited for this. 

Where under other Presidents, es- 
pecially Herbert Hoover, certain 
sub-execs were prohibited from talk- 
ing for the screen, Mr. Roosevelt, 
reelmen declare, has provided the 
reels and his personnel with carte 
blanche. Any one from the White 
House doorman up can say whatever 
he wants at any time within rea- 
son, 

Another angle the reel men are 
extolling Mr. Roosevelt for is the 
virtual introduction in Washington 
of newsreel competition. Now when 
a reel gets an idea it doesn’t have to 
be offically passed upon. Hoover, 
the reelmen recall, used to notify 
all of the reels when a subject was 
authorized. Today the reel that gets 
the idea gets the scoop. 

The Democrats have a lot to learn 


(Continued on page 14) 


PAR’S INTENSIVE HUNT 
FOR NEW MATERIAL 


Intent on finding new material 
and new faces for the coming year, 
Paramount will keep a studio ex- 
ecutive in the east all summer for 
the purpose of digging. He is Oscar 
Serlin, assistant to Al - Kaufman. 
Serlin will look over all new plays 
in manuscript form where available, 
see all the summer stock attractions 
and supervise tests. 

He won't return to the Coast until 
after the more important of the new 
season’s plays have had their open- 
ings in the fall. 











BEERY BUSTING LOOSE 


"Nuff of Third Fortune to 
Take Europe Leisurely 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Having started to work at the age 
of 14, and having now reached 48 
without much time out for play, 
Wallace Beery is planning to bust 
loose on a pleasure spree as soon as 
he finishes “Tugboat Annie,’ with 
Marie Dressler. 

Actor is booked to sail for Europe 
in July, together with Mrs, Beery 
and little Carol Ann. Having made 
and lost two fortunes, he has saved 
enough once more to quit worrying 
Plan is to stay abroad three months 
and to see Europe via a rented air- 





Saves 





| plane. 


WASHINGTON’ BEST ACTORS 








[How Much Limb Should a Camera 
Reveal Is Current Worry of P.A.'s 





West Coast Cupid 





Tune writer brought on from 
New York under an extensive 
contract by one of the major 
picture producers complained a 
week after his arrival in Holly- 
wood that he was lonesome for 
his girl friend and without her 
he lacked the right inspiration. 

Anything to make the fellow 
comfortable, replied the studio 
exec in charge, and forthwith 
the latter wired the New York 
office to furnish the girl with a 
drawing room to Hollywood. 














SCRIBES MOVE 
TO WALK ON 
GUILD 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Dissension in the ranks of the 
Screen Writers’ Guild over the pro- 
posed closed shop clause in its code 
has uncovered an attempt by some 
members of the Guild to negotiate 
a deal with the Academy whereby 
the scribe organization would join 
the writers’ branch of the Academy 
in a body. 

Peculiar twist is that this is a 
counter-move and a reversal of the 
asserted activities of some Guild 
members recently to get the Acad- 
emy writers to desert in a body to 
the Guild. Academy so far has 
turned a deaf ear to the reported 
merger plan. 

Passage of the closed shop clause, 
which would prohibit a Guild mem- 
ber from collaborating with a non- 
guild member, seems unlikely to get 
the 75% vote necessary for passage. 
At a discussion of the article, Wed- 
nesday (24), considerable bitterness 
was occasioned in the _ debate, 
mostly between Academy members, 
who are also in the Guild, who vig- 
orously opposed the measure and 
former Academy members who re- 
signed that body since joining the 
Guild. 





They Do Walk 

While there were more than 200 
at the meeting, around half that 
number walked out before the ses- 
sion was over. A ballot was taken 
of those remaining, however, re- 
sulting in a vote of 97 to 7 in favor. 

Although clause would not be ef- 
fective until September 1, and then 
only at the discretion of the execu- 
tive committee, protestants objected 
to the clause under any condition, 
claiming that this was no time to 
declare war on the producers. 

Another angle of opposition was 
the number of writers who are now 
under contract ~yho could not be 
pulled out in case of strike. Such 
a move, the objectors pointed out, 
would result in hardships for the 
week-to-week writer and would not 
affect the higher paid scenarists 
under contract. 


Did Morgan Cause This? 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Income tax liens, three years old, 








have been filed by Internal Col- 
lector Welsh against Carmel 
Meyers, $33; Basil Rathbone, $519; 


Mrs. Rathbone, $84; 
$43 


Crane Wilbur, 


Billing Wynn Solo 


May 29. 
sole 


Hollywood, 
Kd Wynn will be comedy 


name 





in billing for Metro’s produc- | 


tion of ‘The Perfect Fool’ under the 
new deal on billing. 
taymond Shrock and Arthur 
Caesar are working on the script 
which is to be ready by June 1 
With the comic due here July 9. 


+ 


Hollywood, May 239. 

What constitutes nudity or vul- 
garity in ‘stills’ of femme film play- 
ers is currently the grief of the 
major studio press agents. They 
meet fortnightly at the Hays office 
here to discuss the ethics of their 
vocation. 

Two hours were spent last Fri- 
day (26) in trying to reach a deci- 
sion on where art leaves off and vul- 
garity begins. Following the ses- 
sion the boys admitted they were 
stumped. But they had an out. 
They appointed a nudity committee 
of three (John LeRoy Johnson, Eddy 
Sckles, George Thomas) to pop up 
in two weeks with a verdict. 


Trio will report as to just how 
much revealment should be in a 
‘still’ while remaining within the 
bounds of decency. There was some 
talk at the meeting of the upper 
reaches of the calf being the limit 
for exposure, but the lads couldn’t 
agree. Some opined that a full 
length leg would be okay back east 
if the pose were not too hotcha 
plus sufficient apparel on the sub- 
ject. Showing of garters, however, 
tends towards the risque and should 
be outed, admitted the p. a.’s with 
a blush. 

Debate is the result of Will Hays’ 
parting shot to the publicity men 
to the effect that they were getting 
too warm in their stem displays. 

Committee also has the task of 
deciding just how far they should 
go in the ‘stills’ which tip-off how 
the illusion is created in picture 
making. 


Metro’s ‘March of Time’ 
Becomes ‘Cavalcade of 
The Theatre’—Cheers 


Hollywood, May 29. 

There is joy and glee on the 
Metro lot. ‘The March of Time,’ 
which was made several years ago 
with Weber and Fields, the late 
Louis Mann and other old timers, 
goes into work again, after sev- 
eral abortive attempts to get out 
of the cans. 

New effort will be called ‘Caval- 
cade of the Theatre’ with Willard 
Mack directing. Only a few at- 
mospheric scenes will be taken 
from ‘Time’ with the added mate- 
rial forming a history of the 
American theatre from the time of 
Tony Pastor to the present day. 
Frank Morgan and Alice Brady 
will have the leads. 

Harry Rapf, who supervised the 
original picture, will have the same 
assignment on the new attempt. 











MacFadden Megs ‘Chan’ 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Hamilton MacFadden has been 
signed by Fox to direct ‘Charlie 
Chan’s Greatest Case,’ an Earl 
Derr ‘Biggers’ story, now being 
adapted by Lester Cole and Marion 
Orth, 

Warner Oland and Heather An- 
gel will be co-featured. 





Jordan, Linden Teamed 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Dorothy Jordan and Eric Linden 
have been paired to play in ‘Wild 
Birds,’ a Dan Totheroh ' story 


bought by RKO. 
David Lewis will produce. 








“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 


until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 
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Much Industry Concern Over Long 
Expected Decision in WB Vs, ERPI 


+ 


The industry is eagerly awaiting 
the decision of Federal Judge 
Nields, in Wilmington, relative to 
the Warner charges of monopoly 
and the picture company’s attempt 
to bust up the service charge thing 
against ERPI. Around seven months 
so far, have elapsed since the case 
came up, but so far no decision, 

What has made the thing indus- 
try-wide is the recent account that 
the indie exhibs, headed by Harry 
Brandt, are out to push similar ac- 
tions against ERPI. The service 
charge situation is one of those all- 
important things to all exhibs and 
even the major chains have been 
trying to push it aside for years. 
Certain of the majors, from time to 
time, threatened to stop paying 
service charges to ERPI and RKO, 
in certain situations, at one time, 
is known to have decided not to 
pay these any longer. Whether 
RKO resumed the payment of these 
charges isn’t known. In the mean- 
time, with the indie exhibs having 
taken a hand in the matter, the sub- 
ject has become one of general dis- 
cussion. 

What’s rubbing everybody is how 
come Judge Nields is holding off 
so long on something that means 
so much to many. 

The preliminary injunction which 
Warners is seeking is in conjunc- 
tion with similar injunctions 
sought on monopoly claims by 
General Talking Pictures (DeFor- 
est) and the Duovac Corp. of 
Brooklyn. 

No WB-ERPI Settlement 

Recently, some talk’s been around 
of Warners and ERPI getting to- 
gether on a settlement of their long 
arbitration suit difficulties. That’s 
apart from the prelim injunction 
sought and the _ service charge 
thing, but officially neither side has 
indicated anything like this, 

The service charge suit is a mat- 
ter of equity, wherein the courts 
usually are quick to decide one 
way or another in order to grant 
quick relief and avoid undue 
hardship on litigants. That seven 
months or so have elapsed since 
the question came up last October in 
Wilmington may hang up a record 
for the Wilmington Federal district 
in the matter of deciding prelim in- 
junction decrees. 

That ERPI people may have some 
apprehension over the _ situation 
comes by way of accounts that 
ERPI salesmen are stated to be 
offering concessions to exhibs in 
the way of service charge pay- 
ments, based on extension of their 
equipment leases. 


FOX SETTING A HIGH 
PRODUCTION STANDARD 


After struggling through a couple 
of mean years, during which the 
gigantic task of setting its house 
in order has progressed favorably, 
Fox is preparing to step out as a 
producer-distributor, devoting full 
and major attention to product. 
Company’s first gesture in this di- 
rection is an unwillingness to be 
satisfied with pictures too easily. 

Instead of letting product go out 
when further attention may mean 
added possibilities, Fox is weigh- 
ing every feature carefully. If not 
up to snuff, retakes, new scenes, 
etc., will have to be made. 

This work is being done on the 
Coast before the pictures are 
shipped east, so that they will not 
have to be sent back to the studio 
if not satisfying New York. Fox- 
ites are determined to keep qual- 
ity of product as high as possible. 

S. R. Kent is watching the prod- 
uct situation carefully. 











Rosalie Stewart Agent 
Hollywood, May 29. 
Rosalie Stewart, brought here as 
story editor of RKO last fall, is 
out and has turned agent. She is 
associated with the Vincent-Eding- 


ton office. 

Miss Stewart agented and pro- 
duced plays and vaudeville acts in 
the East 


for a number of years, 


NELSON EDDY TO MG 


Nelson Eddy, concert baritone, 
has been set by Metro to appear in 
an operetta production to be made 
by the company. 

jie left New York Sunday (28) 
for the Coast. 





2,797th 





Seattle, May 29. 
‘Film Flashes’, northwest re- 
gional pnblication, opines there 
are 2,796 different languages in 
the world, according to statis- 
tics, and that VaRieTY makes 
it 2,797. 


FILM EXCHANGE 
MERGER IDEA 
COLD 











WB’s 60-100 in ’34 


Following conferences at the 
studio, participated in by Major Al- 
bert Warner and others, Warners 
are figuring on a program of any- 
where from 60 to 100 productions for 
next season’s (1933-'34) program. 
While no number set, it won’t be 
under 60 in any event and more 
probably nearer 100, it is said. 

Studio is geared to turn out a 
maximum of 100, if that many are 
determined on. Earlier this spring 
the brothers Warner were discuss- 
ing an increase of the current pro- 
gam to 100 or near that, with execs 
at that time figuring for a market 
hit by film shortage. 

Major Warner, Gradwell Sears 
and S. Charles Einfeld, who were 
on the coast on product conferences, 
returned to New York yesterday 
(Monday). 

They stopped off in Chicago Sun- 
day (28) to look over houses there 
as possible on roadshowing of ‘Cap- 
tured,’ with Leslie Howard, Doug 
Fairbanks, Jr., and others figured 
for two-a-day engagements around 











With the determination that not 
only would major distribution not 
save anything, but that it would 
have to expend an additional 
$2,500,000, at the least, to bring 
about the change, the industry 
has permanently tabled all further 


consideration of consolidating ex- 
changes. 

Several sessions of sales heads 
were held .before the decision to 
abandon the exchange merger idea 
completely was reached. Statistics 
compiled over the past six months, 
carefully studying all economic 
possibilities in the matter of hand- 
ling film, proved early estimates 
that such consolidation would save 
the industry $9,000,000 yearly, to be 
purely mythical. 

Whether there was one building 
or 10, personnel would have to re- 
main the same. 

The sales managers were also 
told that many exchange buildings 
are under long term leases which 
could not be disturbed. Again, 
they were reminded, that if all 
companies were in a position to 
pool their distributing channels 
one large and specially constructed 
building would have to be erected 
in each of the 32 exchange centers. 





Brooklyn Par to Reopen 
In Fall; No Feld Deals 


Reports that Milt Feld would 
operate the New York and Brook- 
lyn Paramounts on his own or for 
Publix, are denied at headquarters. 
At the same time it is stated that 
the Brooklyn house, now closed, 
will reopen in August or September 
by which time Publix hopes to work 
out a new rent deal with Prudence 
Bond Co. on the theatre. 

Feld, as well as Sam Katz pre- 
viously, was angling for both the 
New York and Brooklyn Pars. 
Though many other offers were also 
received on Brooklyn by Prudence, 
the bond company entertained none 
of them in the thought that it was 
the logical thing for Publix to 
operate Brooklyn. 








Stage-Film Debate 


With Brock Pemberton as spokes- 
man for legit and Jack Cohn, Co- 
lumbia Pictures v.p., for films, sta- 
tion WMCA, N. Y., is staging a 
radio debate this Friday (2) at 10 
p. m., on the ‘relative importance of 
the theatre and the movies.’ 

All drama and picture critics in 
the metropolitan area have been in- 
vited to sit in as judges. 





Ned Sparks Brewing 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Ned Sparks is one of the incor- 
porators of the San Bernardino 
Brewing Co., which has_ been 
granted permission to sell $350,000 
worth of class A stock and 15,000 
shares of no-par class B stock. 
Frank J. Solt, Joseph Wilson, 
James Cunnison and Dr. F. M. 
Gardner are the other directors. 


‘Square’ Beats Slate 


Hollywood, May 29. 

‘Berkeley Square’ finished up to- 
day at Fox. 

Production is in the box two days 


before it was slated to be com- 





the country. 

It had also been decided to give 
‘Golddiggers of 1933’ a summer run 
at the Hollywood, N. Y., instead 
of Strand, opening probably June 8 
or thereabout. 


AMA Seeks Labor 


Bureaus Aid on 
Standard Contract 


Hollywood, May 29. 


With the majority of the licensed 
agents opposed to a proposed code 
of practice and contract drawn up 
by the Academy and a committee of 
agents, indications are that a 
strategic move will be made by the 
organization to submit a suggested 
form of contract to the State Labor 
Bureau. This would be a basis for 
a standard contract between ar- 
tists’ representatives and clients. 

It is expected that within the next 
few days, Lester Cowan, executive 
secretary of the Academy, and 
Frank Capra, chairman of the or- 
ganization’s agency committee, will 
confer with Deputy Commissioner 
Charles Lowy to get him to acqui- 
esce with their ideas. 

Basic clauses of the contract will 
be drawn up from ideas and sug- 
gestions to be made at a meeting 
Wednesday (31) of the 93 licensed 
agents. They will appear at the 
Academy to thresh out the details 
of a code and contract that will be 
acceptable to them all. 

Present draft of the code is op- 
posed by every agent on the ground 
that it would be arbitrary and one- 
sided and of no benefit to them. 
This code and a standard contract 
was worked out by the Academy 
committee following conferences 
with an agents’ committee consist- 
ing of Scott Dunlap, Morris Small 
and Ruth Collier. They represented 
a committee of seven other agents, 
who had delegated them to the task. 
All of this group are members of 
the Artists’ Managers’ Association 
but one. 

Result of the general opposition 
to the present form of the code is 
an indication that all agents will 
align with the AMA in order to have 
a unified front. Such a move was 
launched at a meeting called by 
Charles Feldman, a non-AMA mem- 
ber, who gathered agents together 
last week to protest the action of 
the smaller group without authority 
of the agents as a whole. 

Result of the meeting was that 
35 non-members pledged themselves 
to join the AMA. Initiation fees 
will be suspended and dues dropped 
to $5 a month to assist in getting 
a 100% membership of all agents. 











‘Face’ Censoring Leads 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Censor trouble with Barbara 
Stanwyck’s ‘Baby Face’, which ne- 
cessitated retaking several scenes, 
has Warners cleaning up on the 
script of the player’s next, ‘Female’, 
which bares some resemblance to 
‘Face’, 

The Donald Henderson Clarke 
story has now got the heroine going 
virtuous in the end instead of the 





| 
| pleted. 


former primrose path fadeout. 


To ‘Female’ Cleansing | 





Those Merger Rumors 





Street is rife again with 
merger rumors, although the 
wise ones should know better. 
Basis for the reports is want- 
ing. Any of the proposed com- 
binations are screwy on the 
face of things. 

Most of the reports came by 
way of the Broadway column- 
ists who use a merger line on 
the film biz about every two 
weeks, to fill. 











BROWNS BERTH 
WITH RKO 
DEFINED 


Walter F. Brown, formerly rep- 
resenting the Iriving Trust Com- 
pany, in the RKO receivership, is 
now assistant to M. H. Aylesworth. 
Appointment was officially an- 
nounced Wednesday (23). 


His appointment was known on 
the inside for around a week and 
caused some apprehension within 
the company as to whether the for- 
mer Iriving Trust Co. looker-inner 
was committed to some intensive 
executive sha’.ing up. 

But Brown is to be a co-ordinater 
—instead of being employed by the 
receiver, the Irving Trust, he is 
working direct for RKO. His angle 
is to be mostly financial, same as 
previously. 

Actually, Brown has less authority 
as assistant to Aylesworth than he 
had previously. He supersedes no- 
body. He is to continue to look for 
possible economies, from above, and 
maybe recommend yossibie depart- 
mental trimmings and consolida- 
tions, if and where needed, follow- 
ing approval of the regular operating 
heads. 

Brown now has no connection 
with Irving Trust. The bank’s chief 
rep on the receivership at RKO is 
Alfred McCausland, and Brown’s 
former duties will be handled by 
two of McCausland’s assistants, 
Garett van Wagner and A. H. 
Larsen. 


RKO’S N. Y. OK POLICY 
SLOWS DOWN ALL DEALS 


Hollywood, May 29. 
New order in effect at Radio re- 
quires the studio to obtain a home 
office okay on any story, player or 
other contract deals involving more 
than a $5,000 expenditure. Only in 
making minor deals, as for sup- 
porting playérs, can the studio 


executives go ahead without con- 
sulting the eastern end. 

This order has slowed down ne- 
gotiations between the studio and 
agents for talent and _= stories. 
Where formerly the agents could 
get an immediate decision from the 
studio on salaries and prices, they 
must now wait until the studio 
gets an okay from New York. 


Meat for Extras 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Extras could put meat on their 
bread last week because of a jump 
of 1,250 placements over the pre- 
ceding week, with a new and 
healthy total of 4,598 pay checks 
for the six days ending May 26. 
Biggest day saw 885 people work- 
ing. A beer garden set for Para- 
mount’s ‘One Sunday Afternoon’ 
kept 150 people sipping suds all 
week. 

















BENCHLEY IN FEATURE? 


Radio has taken up an option on 
‘Rafter Romance,’ first novel by 
John Wells. Robert Benchley is 
likely to make his appearance as a 
featured player in the picture. 
Sanford Greenburger agented. 





Writer Marrying Piazza’s Sec. 
Hollywood, May 29, 
Brown Holmes, Metro writer, and 
Janet Banks, secretary to Ben Pi- 
azza, Metro casting director, have 
filed a notice of intention to wed. 
Nuptials are set for Wednesday 


2006 UP TO 
N. Y. EXECS 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Local producers have okayed the 
plans as drawn up for the proposed 
Artists’ Service Bureau by the com. 
mitee and the matter now goes to 
the home office execs for ratificae 
tion. Latter are expected to put up 
the cash for the project, if accep- 
table. 

It is understood that the elabor- 





merging of the call bureau in the 
central booking office, and that the 
operation of the intended bureau 
would cost more than $200,000 a 
year. 

Producers here, in view of the op- 
position to the booking office idea 
and the cost it would involve, have 
their fingers crossed. 


ERPI’S ASTORIA LOT 
COMPETISH IRKS C0’S 


ERPI’s studio activity in the 
east is displeasing certain of its 
major company licensees. Fox, ac- 
cording to reports, is beginning to 
feel the competition as the result 
of Western Electric’s Astoria plant. 

Fox had been making a strong 
bid for independent production on 
its Fox Movietone stages. Even 
with its comparatively limited New 
York facilities it has been able to 
afford indies production space for 
feature lengths. 

But the price difference between 
Fox and Astoria is almost as great 








as that of Astoria and major 
studios on the Coast. 
ERPI is letting out the four 


wall of its plant at a reported 
rate of $600 per day. On the West 
Coast, the average major lot 
charges $900. The Fox Movietone 
plant, however, is including in its 
price, reported to vary but to be 
well in excess of $600, an entire 
working crew of technicians, 
cameramen, etc. 

ERPI by underbidding is also re- 
ported to be working the same 
psychology among indie producers 
on the West Coast. 





Success Story 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Acting only as a foil in another 
player's screen test, Vera Allen at- 
tracted all the attention of Fox 
studio execs and has been given a 
contract. Her first job is replacing 
Irene Rich as femme lead in Will 
Rogers’ ‘Last Adam.’ 

Girl, from New York legit, 
worked with a young juvenile in 
the test, and only her profile ap- 
peared. Execs wanted to see more, 
and after a second test she was 
contracted. 
The juve, 
click. 


incidentally, failed to 


Bars Civic Deadheads 


Newark, May 29. 
Michael P. Duffy, new director of 
public safety; has announced that 
no one in his departments is to ac- 
cept passes to theatres or other 
places of amusement. He also has 
ordered a careful inspection made 
of all theatres. 
Further he has proclaimed a dis- 
continuance of overcrowding, and 
all the managers hope they'll be 
pinched. 
Duffy has also announced that 
all slot machines and gambling de- 
vices must go. He states that he is 
in favor of liberal conditions, but 18 
opposed to gambling. 


Baum Peddles Orig at U 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Vicki Baum, who left Metro two 
weeks ago, has sold an original, 
‘She Loved a Man,’ to Universal. 
Yarn is intended for Paul Lukas 
and Gloria Stuart. 





0. O’ing Eileen’s Appendix 
Hollywood, May 29 
Bileen Percy is in the Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital with the phys)- 
cians keeping tabs on her append!s 








(31). 


which may have to come out. 
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Film Industry in Accord for a 
United Front Not to Oppose the 
President's Trade Practise Code 





Major filmdom and leading inde- 
pendent exhibitors this week are in 
agreement that the picture industry 
is one business which will not op- 
pose Pres. Roosevelt’s trade prac- 
tise regulation. 

Coincident with this understand- 
ing, representative picturedom is 


prepared to classify as ‘ringers’ 


among the horde seeing in Federal 
codism a chance to promote jobs 
for themselves — the majority of 
those who would attempt to use the 
film industry's name at hearings to 


be held by the Senate. 

There are at least two ‘ringers’ in 
indie exhib circles, one in indie 
production and another for bootleg 
sound equipment. These are al- 
ready so classified. They are ex- 
pected to appear at the hearings, 
and when they do the major in- 
dustry will advise the Federal gov- 
ernment to demand written authori- 
zation from such spokesmen as to 
the companies and interests they 
represent. 

Regarding Pres. Roosevelt's legis- 
lation, which last week passed the 
House without a single amendment, 
and which this week will be studied 
by the Senate, influential leaders of 
all picture departments hold that 
the industry would repudiate its ef- 
forts for the past decade if it were 
to record against the President’s 
movement for self-regulation. 

Even Indies Concur 

Even strongly insurgent -indie 
leaders were among those during 
the past week who advised their 
exhibitors not to allow party lines 
to interfere with their judgment 
when the business gets into the 
work of drafting a formula com- 
plying with the Roosevelt viewpoint. 
One such leader even went so far 
as to tell his flock to side with Will 
Hays if they felt that their own 
idea of a code was not to their 
liking. 

Despite the harmonious slant re- 
garding the Roosevelt program 
there will be sharp clashes between 
producers and distributors on one 
hand and many indie exhibs on the 
other, from all present indications, 
when the industry starts assembling 
the formula machinery. Certain of 
the indie leaders right now are in- 
sistent that one code should be 
drawn up for distributors and ex- 
hibitors—in other words, that these 
two groups have a problem in com- 
mon which cannot be met independ- 
ently. 

The Hays Organization, while pro- 
fessing an open mind until the plat- 
form is enacted, is taking the stand 
that, with governmentally-author- 
ized trade practices, filmdom must 
have strong trade associations. In 
estimates which it has made the 
Haysian group figures that approxi- 
mately 100 of the most representa- 
tive indie exhibs today are virtually 
without association affiliation. 

Where at first it was figured pic- 
tures would remain untouched by 
the Roosevelt minimum wage clause, 
attention during the past week has 
been brought to some of the lowest 
geared salaries in theatres. Many 
of the houses in the U. S. today are 
not paying ushers over $6 per week 
and cashiers around $10. Such 
policies, it is felt, will have to be 
changed under a federally worked 
out code, with the usher scale pos- 
sibly being set at a minimum of $10 
and the cashier Bans 


MG’s Five ‘Harbor’ Stars 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Metro will continue on the all- 
star production plan, using four or 
five star names in ‘Harbor’. Story is 
now in work, and being prepared for 
production by John W. Considine. 
The latter is an associate pro- 
ducer in the David O. Selznick di- 
vision on the lot. 








Towell, Fox Treas. 


ee 


Sidney Towell, former comptroller, 
was elected treasurer of Fox Film, 
at a directors’ meeting held Tues- 
day (23). 

Towell succeeds C. E. Richardson, 
resigned, and recently elected trus- 
tee of Paramount, to succeed Louis 
J. Horowitz. 


CHAINS CLAIM 
B.0.S BETTER 
BY 20% 


Feared by picture box office 
watchers long before its arrival, this 
summer may not be so bad after all. 
Latest indications are that it will 
not be as much of a heartbreaker 
as in 1932. 

Leading chain operators who were 
looking for the worst at around 
Easter time, are much less appre- 
hensive now as a result of some 
very healthy box office signs show- 


ing up in the past two weeks. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., operator of the 
Publix chain, probably the most 
representative because of its wide 
coverage of the country, is among 
those optimistic. He points out that 
while there is a fall-off this spring, 
on the eve of summer’s hot weather, 
it is only around 15% nationally as 
against the drop of 35% last year 
at this time in comparison with 
Easter’s business. 

This would mean that, technically, 
from the viewpoint of major chains, 
there is an increase at the box office 
of about 20% this spring as against 
last year. 

Since Jan. 1, up to and through 
Easter, the level of the drop at the 
boxoffice against normal conditions 
was just about the same this year 
as in 1932. The recovery since then, 
notably in the last two or three 
weeks, with the percentage of fall- 
off reduced, is hailed as a result, 
with unexpected optimism. 

Dembow attributes the pick-up in 
lessening of fall-off to many factors. 
The new Roosevelt administration, 
beer, increased employment though 
spotty, increase of salaries in some 
parts of the country, stock market 
activity and a better state of public 
mind are among these. 

In the south, business is increas- 
ing as a result of the increase in the 
price of cotton, which would reflect 
in all directions in Dixie. Hopes of 
southerners are that cotton will hit 
10c for further recovery of theatre 
business in that part of the country. 


JOE GOLDBERG SALES 
HEAD AT MAJ. PICTS? 


Unwilling to accept a post where 
he would be in the position of re- 
placing a man he, himself, had ap- 
pointed previously, while sales man- 
ager of Columbia, any chance of 
Joe Goldberg hooking up with Co- 
lumbia looks cool. Indications are 
that Goldberg instead may take on 
a post as distributing chief for 
Majestic Pictures, probably going in 
on a participating basis, as a lim- 
ited partner. 

Goldberg is one of the highes 
repped distributing experts in a 
biz and is generally credited with 
having aided Columbia, during its 
progressing years to attain much of 
its presently secure position in the 
industry. 




















‘FUND FOR M. P 
APPRECIATION 


How Payne Foundations 
Propose to Smarten Up 
the Picture-Goer and His 
Entire Family — Haysites 
Currently Conferring with 
the Fund’s Mentors— 
Radio and Text Book Les- 
sons 


CINEMATIC HOMEWORK 


Flooding public schools and col- 
leges with special text books and 
reaching into the home with regu- 
lar national broadcasts, comprises 
the program which the Payne Mo- 
tion Picture Appreciation Fund is 
now hoping to launch in the fall. 
It is the first campaign ever at- 
tempted to enlighten Mr. and Mrs. 
Film Fan, as well as all of the 
little fans, on the causes of their 
likes and dislikes in pictures. It 
is also the first which would have 
them take pencil and paper, jot 
down questions, see a picture, and 
forward their examination papers 
with the answers to given teachers 
in key cities of the country. 

Right now numerous consulta- 
tions with industry representatives 
are being held by Payne people. 
The Hays group likes the idea. It 
is willing to cooperate, despite a 
few spats with Paynistic theories 
on the box office in the past, if the 
courses prove constructive to the 
industry. 


Dr. Edgar Dale and William 
Lewin, the latter a lay teacher and 
pioneer of the film industry, will 
collaborate with filmdom on the 
education of the ticket buyer. Who 
will supply the key answers to the 
questions to be submitted yet re- 
mains to be settled. This, however, 
can be worked out, it is believed in 
the industry. 


Intelligent Laity Preferred 


In conjunction with the intelli- 
gent lay viewpoint Haysites Mon- 
day (29) reported that such 
criticisms are often more accurate 
than professional reviewers on 
daily papers. They claim that dur- 
ing the past year, for instance, 
women club reviewers were 25% 
more correct in their box office 
analysis than the daily  profes- 
sionals. 

As it now shapes up the air pro- 
gram calls for at least one appear- 
ance weekly over a period of three 
months. Two or three pictures 
about to go into general release will 
be the subject for discussion each 
week. Radio listeners will be given 
a series of questions. Listeners 
who are interested in film technical 
effects will be told to take down 
certain questions, see the picture 
which is recommended, and then 
turn in the answers. Those who 
would study performances held bet- 
ter than usual will be told to see 
the second feature while the stu- 
dent audience which goes to the 
third will look for direction and 
story angles. 

Radio Lessons 


Before the radio instructions are 
attempted text books may be made 
available to all picture-air fans. 
The first of these has just come off 
the press. It is now being tested in 
certain private schools throughout 
the country. By the fall it will 
have been revised, according to 
present plans, to make it jell with 
the needs of the public. 

This book is made up of 13 chap- 
ters, each including a phase of pro- 
duction from history to sound and 
dialog. At the conclusion of each 
chapter are a series of interroga- 
tions under the heading of ‘Prob- 
lems and Activities.’ These are the 
questions which will be applied to 
current pictures on the screen when 
the course gets under way. 

In an early chapter dealing with 
film history these comments and 


(Continued on page 25) 
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|Par s New Reorg. Committee to 
Start First on Theatre End: Will 
Not Sluff Off Houses or r Liquidate 





peer Atty. to N. Y. 


May 29. 

Carl Laemmle leit Saturday 
night (27) for a _ hurried trip to 
New York. He was accompanied 
by Willard McKay, Universal's 
New York attorney, and Jack Ross, 
secretary to Laemmle, 

McKay came here to confer with 
the Universal head on some per- 
sonal legal matters. 


VACATION WITH 
PAY HEARTENS 
PIC STAFFS 


A two weeks’ vacation with pay 
this year, as against an enforced 
layoff of a fortnight last summer 
without salary, is to be given Para- 
mount Publix employees by the 
trustees, under plans. 

A Publixite, formerly on the Pub- 
lix payroll, was recently transferred 
to the employ of the Par trustees. 
He was given a higher salary by 
the trustees than he had received 
from Publix. This also has the 
P-P folks believing trustees are not 
only playing square but must be 
more helpful of results than may be 
imagined. 

Fox, Metro, RKO and WB are 
also slated for vacations with sal- 
aries. 





Hollywood, 








Technicolor Expects 


MG to Go Bullish on 
Tints; Whitneys Buy In 


Expectations by Dr. Herbert T. 
Kalmus that Metro will go in ex- 
tensively for color this year and a 
purchase of a substantial block of 
stock in Technicolor by John Hay 


Whitney and Cornelius Vanderbilt 
Whitney, who plan an unnamed 
number of series in tints, figured in 
developments on Technicolor during 
the past week. 

Technicolor was reported dicker- 
ing with David O. Selznick on a 
deal of some kind but Metro in New 
York states it has no definite plans 
to run to color this coming season. 
During the past year, however, M-G 
has been experimenting with Tech’s 
new three-color process in produc- 
tion of its series of two-reel mus- 
icals. 

Dr. Kalmus, in the east since 
April, is frequently contacting his 
Boston laboratories in preparation 
for a comeback on color this year. 
What he expects outside of the pic- 
tures planned by the Whitneys and 
possibly Metro he isn’t saying just 
yet, but he believes that the new 
season will mark a return to hues 
on film as a result of the three in- 
stead of two-color process. 

The young Whitneys before were 
mentioned interested in film pro- 
duction. Whitneys’ new outfit is 
called Pioneer Pictures. 


PIX AS TRADE BALLY 

Montour, Ia., May 29. 
Merchants of the community have 
guaranteed free films to citizens of 
the community and trade territory 
for the 
picture a week to be 
courtesy 

business interests of the town. 
Idea is to get them into town. 








shown as a 


summer months with one | 
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Reorganization of Par’s theatre 
end is the first task of the com- 
pany’s newly set-up reorganization 
committee by the trustees. Several 
personal shifts are expected event- 
ually to come about through such 
reorganization. What these may be 
are so far undefined. There will be 
no liquidation. 

While Adolph Zukor's position 
may be somewhat circumscribed, 
because of the allocation of the 
trustees in supreme authority over 
the company, the head man’s influ- 
ence is not to be curtailed in the 
company's councils. 

The outlook for the present is not 
to make any general turnover of 
theatres. Par, so far as observa- 
tion goes, intends to stick to all 
theatre holdings where retention is 
feasible. The natural course to be 
pursued for the reorganization com- 
mittee is to strike out and imme- 
diately reset the various corporate 
subsids of the theatre end. In con- 
junction with such resetting of cor- 
porate subsids, efforts are to be 
made to reach substantial re-ad- 
justments from landlords and basic 
property owners. Only where re- 
adjustments can’t be had, or prop- 
erties are such that they cannot be 
operated on a reasonable basis, are 
they to be let go. 

That means assets are to be con- 
served in every direction by the 
trustees. Latter, last week, ap- 
pointed a reorganization committee 
to assist and work out plans for the 
company’s new deal. 


Schaeffer, G. M., First 


In overhauling Paramount the 
promotion of George J. Schaeffer to 
the post of general manager of the 
company for the immediate period 
looks to be the only major shift that 
way. There is to be no change in 
the production set-up as is. For 
the present also, and possibly per- 
manently, no shift in the company’s 
exchequer position may be contem- 
plated. 

The reorganization committee, 
headed by S. A. Lynch, is already 
at work, «as subject to the Par 
trustees, Charles D. Hilles, Eugene 
Leake and Charles E. Richardson, 
Besides Lynch, the committee in- 
cludes Frank Fieeman, Fred Mohr- 
hardt, Austin K ugh and E. D. 
Alyea. Last named is of counsel 
for the trustees. 

KE. D. Alyea, is of the law firm of 
Root, Clark, Buckner & Ballentyne, 
Keough is general counsel for Par, 
Frank Freeman is presently in 
charge of Par realty. Fred Mohr- 
hardt is auditor for the company. 

Walker, Grainger Remote 

Frank Walker’s proposed affilia- 
tion with the company looks cold. 
Whether or not N. L. Nathanson 
gets that Canadian post is moot at 
present, also. That would make it 
look like only insiders and ranking 
workers in the company fold may 
be first or only considered for any 
new posts that may be decided 
upon, 

Lynch, who heads the reorganiza- 
tion committee, is the former head 





(Continued on page 25) 


Petijohn’s 5 London Trip 


Switching his plans, for what 
were described as ‘diplomatic rea- 
sons,’ Charles Pettijohn sails on the 
Europa May 30, although previously 
set to sail with the contingent from 
Washington, headed for world eco- 
nomic conferences in London, on 
the S.S. Roosevelt, Wednesday (31). 

Unofficially, an explanation voiced 
for Pettijohn’s change in plans is 





that every other industry could de- 
;mand to have delegates in attend- 
lance were it believed that any had 


i heen extended invitations, 
The bid to Pettijohn, as reported 
] ‘Variety,’ was as an 
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Theatre Stocks in 
Loew Tops Year 


Belated Spurt; 


at 22 on Volume: 


WB Dealings Huge, Bonds Up $5 


By AL GREASON 


Amusement stocks surged ahead 
in a belated move to get into the 
bull market in yesterday’s (Monday) 
boiling session when trading in- 
creased to near 7,000,000 shares in 
the second biggest day of the re- 
covery since mid-March. 

Awakening of the theatre shares 
didn’t look so substantial despite 
such turnover as 40,000 shares in 
Loew and more than 56,000 in War- 
ner Bros. Rather it seemed that 
operators had selected the group to 
trot out for a demonstration because 
it had done less than the other 
groups and they needed something 
to carry on the whoopee spirit. Dur- 
ing the demonstration in the film is- 
sues and in a few other spots, in- 
cluding the oilS and some railroads, 
there was apparent a good deal of 
realizing in market leaders. 


Against brilliant performances by 
Loew, Warner’s new high at 4% and 
Columbia at 1744, there was a sharp 
drop off in’ pivotal stocks toward 
the end of the day, due to cautious 
profit taking on the eve of today’s 
holiday. 

Outside traders appear to be tak- 
ing a larger part in operations and 
there are other signs that the mar- 
ket may be approaching a top. But 
as the week opened the bull party 
was in the ascendancy, with the in- 
flation excitement of last week 
carrying over on its own momentum. 


Despite the majority view, there 

is an undercurrent of conservative 
feeling that is showing itself in the 
buying of secondary bonds. This 
sort of buying jumped Warner de- 
bentures in yesterday’s session to 30 
for a net gain on the day of nearly 
5 points. Other amusement liens 
also did well. 

The dollar held its own against 
sterling, but declined against the 
franc and other gold currencies, 
while cotton made a new peak at 10 
cents a pound and the metals, trail- 
ers so far, came to the front on the 
same considerations that inspired 
the move in the theatre shares, 

Lag Past Week 

Performance of the amusements 
last week confirmed the backward 
position of the group once more, 
although confirmation was scarcely 
needed. Some new highs for the 
current year and longer were 
brought out, but these were gen- 
erally in the minor securities, while 
the active major issues of the group 
put on a disappointing performance 
again. 

The industrial averages have all 
topped the highs of the last Sep- 
tember boom climax and the rail- 
road index has reached the level of 
January of 1932, in most cases 
standing at three times the market 
price of the lows just a year ago. 

Against these movements, Loew’s, 
the leader of its group, only yester- 
day reached its best for the current 
year and is scarcely half the price 
of the September top. Paramount 

as fallen entirely out of the pic- 
ture, RKO was stationary only a 
point or two from its minimum, and 
Warners showed little life. Volume 
of transactions on the ticker sug- 
gested lack of public interest in the 
old amusement favorites of the out- 
side speculator. 

The Lest performances of the 
week were in Technicolor, due to 
special circumstances, in Consoli- 
dated Film preferred and in Colum- 
bia Pictures, with a mild bull play 
in Universal preferred pushing that 
inactive nearly 8 points up, to close 
at 24 after making a new 1933 peak 
at 25. The other spectacular per- 
former was Eastman Kodak, which 
has been a prime speculative high 
spot for a year, but whose following 
does not take much account of the 
company’s indirect association with 
the amusement business. 

In all these movements the prin- 
cipal consideration appears to be 
that traders selected those issues 
in the group which are most nearly 
divorced from theatre ownership 
and operation, the sore spot in the 
industry and the one which is ex- 
pected to take the longest time in 
the curing process. This situation 
appears to be general in the market. 
Anything remotely associated with 
real estate seems to be under a 
curse, a radical departure from all 
business tradition, which set up 
real estate as the great investment 
medium. 


Inspiration From Capital 


The inspiration for last week’s 
hysterical happenings in the mar- 
ket of course, was the Administra- 
tion’s measures to expand credit— 
by open market operations, by re- 
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Yesterday’s ‘Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chee. 
800 Am, Seat. 3% 3% 3%+ % 
5,200 Col. -. 17% 15% 17% +2% 
6,500 Con. Film. 5% 4% 5 + % 
10,200 Do pf... 14% 13% 14% + % 
3,400 East. K... 80% 78% 78% —1% 
20,900 Fox ...... 4 38% 38%+ % 
40,100 Loew .... 22 18% 21 +2% 
100 MGM .... 20 20 20 
200 Orph. pf.. 2% 1% 1%— %& 
2,500 Par cfs... 1 M% 1 + % 
5.100 Pathe .... %& 5% b+ % 
3.300 Do pf... 3% 2% 3%+ % 
169,500 RCA 8% 7™ 8 +% 
12,100 RKO ..... 3% 2% 38% + % 
Sa ee Ws Mike cves 4% 3 4 +1 
BONDS 
$70,000 Gen The. 5 3 4 +4+1% 
12,000 Keith .... 45 44 45 +2% 
4,000 Loew’s ... 76% 73% 75 +1 
46,000 Par-F. ... 13 10% 11 +1 
55,000 Par-P .... 16% 12% 14 +1% 
5,000 Pathe oo We 75 75 
184,000 W. B -- 30 25% 27% +4% 
CURB 
5.100 Tech ..... 10% 9% 9%—% 
900 Trans-L .. 3% 3 3% + % 











Fay’s, Prov., Folds 
For Summer; Eases 
Theatre Situation 


Providence, M:y 29. 


Bearing out predictions of exhib- 
itors here that some of the stands 
on the main stem would be forced 
to close before the start of summer 
because of local conditions, Fay’s 
theatre, the oldest combo spot in 
town, folded Friday (26) less than 
one week after Edward M. Fay, 
chain operator, endeavored to boost 
things at his pet stand by cutting 
prices. Fay announced closing is 
only for the summer. 


Despite Fay’s closing exhibitors 
still believe that there must be more 
closings before the situation is eased 
here. Contention is that Providence 
is greatly overseated, and only sane 
solution appears to be, it is said, 
closing of at least one or two more 
spots. 

Besides Fay’s, another downtown 
spot, the new Metropolitan, is dark. 
The Met. folded up during Lenten 
season, and no attempt is being 
made by the owners to reopen the 
theatre in a hurry, despite a $950,000 
investment involved. 

Closing of Fay’s leaves the vaude- 
ville field to Loew’s State and the 
RKO Albee. Loew’s State inaugu- 
rated combo policy only recently, 
and this is believed to be largely 
responsible for Fay’s folding up at 
this time. 





Continue Par Hearings 


Trustees of Paramount Publix 
through their attorneys, Root, Clark, 
& Buckner, will go further into the 
complex Par picture on Wednesday 
(31) when hearings will be contin- 
ued before Referee Henry K. Davis 
in New York. , 

This date was set last week after 
attorneys had drawn from Ralph 
Kohn, treasurer, the complete pic- 
ture of the Film Productions $13,- 
000,000 financing deal. At this hear- 
ing Kohn covered remaining ground 
of that transaction and added that 
subsequent to the FPC deal a loan 
of $1,500,000 was floated by Par 
through the California branch of the 
Bank of America. 








Fox De-Beers New 
‘5 Cents a Glass’ 


Westwood Hills, May 29. 

Revamped version of ‘5 Cents a 
Glass’ has been re-titled ‘Best of 
Enemies,’ with al] the beer drained 
out of the story, wherever possi- 
ble. Fex figures that beer is no 
longer a novelty. 

Two weeks were spent on re- 
takes, with James Cruze directing. 
Rian James wrote script of the re- 
made version. 





B&K Defers to RKO on Film 
Chicago, May 29. 
Balaban & Katz released Para- 
mount’s ‘Girl in 419’ to the Palace 
here so that the house could have a 
James Dunn feature on the screen 
while the Hollywood juvenile was 
headlining the vaude bill. 
Radio’s ‘Diplomaniacs’ 
back for the booking. 


was set 





Skouras Vamping 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Spyros Skouras postponed his 
coast trip two weeks to permit the 
three trustees for Fox West Coast 
to complete reorganization plans. 
Contemplates to drop no more 
houses under plan as 58 already 
turned back to owners. 

Trustees figuring on extension of 
circuit but worked nothing out yet 
that will meet approval of Referee 
Samuel McNab, 


F & M-ARTHUR'S 
NATL THEATRE 
CIRCUIT 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

An invasion of Arizona as part of 
the contemplated Fanchon & Marco- 
Harry Arthur coast-to-coast theatre 
chain is expected to be worked out 
with Stetson Brothers of Phoenix. 
Deals to take over several Arizona 
houses have been under way during 
the past month with Marco now in 
conference with Arthur in New York 
over the details of the Pacific coast 
setup. 

Included in the proposed chain 
would be two Stetson houses in 
Arizona as well as the theatre in 
Prescott. Frobably the several 
southern California houses, now op- 
erated by Fox West-Coast in which 
Arthur is interested will be drawn 
into the new circuit. 


EXHIB LETS PUBLIC IN 
ON OPERATION WOES 


Oxnard, Calif., May 29. 
In an attempt to explain to the 
3,500 inhabitants of this coast town, 
and the several thousand in nearby 
hamlets who come here for their 
picture entertainment, just why he 
is unable to offer pictures of major 
producing companies in his Oxnard 
theatre, J. Roy Williams has issued 
a nine by 14-inch dodger. Herald 
sets forth in detail the conditions as 
Williams figures they exist, and the 
contributory causes which he alleges 
have led to the cornering of all first- 
run major product by his opposition, 
Feldstein and Dietrich. 
Under his own by-line, with a cap- 
tion reading, ‘The Theatre and Mo- 
tion Picture Situation in Oxnard,’ 
Williams elso broadcasts, copies of 
which have been distributed to every 
resident of this and nearby ham- 
lets. 
There are three pic houses here, 
the Oxnard, an 800-seater, operated 
by Williams, using only state right 
features; the Strand, 400-seater 
(Feldstein & Dietrich), controlling 
all major product, and the Boule- 
vard, a grind in the Mexican quar- 
ter, which the Williams opposition 
also operates. 


FOX’S GERMAN SONGWRITER 
Fox has sgned Fredrich Hollaen- 
der, German songwriter, and is 
rushing him to Hollywood for work 
on the next Llian Harvey picture. 
Hollaender wrote the music for 
‘Blue Angel,’ which brought Marlene 
Dietrich to attention on this side. 


























1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





WEEK JUNE 2 


Paramount — ‘I Love 
Man’ (Par). 

Capitol — ‘Hell Below’ 
tro). 

Strand—‘Little Giant’ (WB). 

Rivoli—TI Cover the Water- 
front’ (UA) (3d week). 

Roxy — ‘Goldie Gets Along’ 


That 
(Me- 


(Radio). 

Music Hall—‘Cocktail Hour’ 
(Col). 

Mayfair—‘Study in Scarlet’ 
(Fox). 


Rialto—' Below the Sea’ (Col). 





WEEK JUNE 9 
‘Trick for Trick’ 


Roxy 
(Fox). 





Foreign Films 
‘Morgenrot’ (Protex) 
man) (Little Carnegie) 
week). . 
‘Poil de Carotte’ Auten) 
(French) (Europa) (2d week). 
‘Traum von  Schoenbrunn’ 


(Ger- 
(3d 


—__$<=& 


| Hollywood 





department. 


Henry Henigson leaves for Chi- 
cago May 31 to attend trial of his 
action against the Excelsior Motor 
Mfg. & Supply Co. for $300,000 dam- 
ages. 





Zion Myers and Jules White are 
back at Metro to write and direct 
novelty shorts. Pair were at the 
studio before making dog com- 
edies. 





Using Own for Change 

For first time in a year Universal 
has been able to assemble three of 
its contract players in a pic. Ex- 
tensive loaning out has hitherto 
prevented _ this. Trio are Paul 
Lukas, Gloria Stuart and Onslow 
Stevens, who go in ‘Secret of the 
Blue Room.’ 





Murray W. Garsson, former spe- 
cial assistant to the Secretary of 
Labor, who scared all the foreign 
actors on his last trip here, got in 
town last week on legal matters for 
the government. 





Oliver Morosco expects to start 
filming ‘The Last of Her Men’ at 
Pathe this week. Picture is for 
Radio release. 


Charles Glouncer succeeds Milton 
Cohen as Warners’ camera depart- 
ment head. Cohen resigning to 
operate a string of drug stores. 








Ken Maynard off to the high 
Sierras to catch fish before starting 
his third western for U June 15. 





S. J. Perelman is at Universal to 
adapt ‘O Promise Me.’ Eddie Buz- 
zell directs, with Summerville-Pitts 
in the leads. 

Powell Again on Disk 
William Powell will do another 
Philo. Vance role for Warners in 
‘The Kennel Murder Case.” Ben 
Markson is writing the screen play. 
Robert Presnell will direct. 





‘Massacre,’ by Robert Gessner, 
will be produced by Warners, Ralph 
Block, formerly at Radio, is on the 
script. 





Stuart Erwin will be loaned by 
Metro to Radio for the lead in 
‘Death Watch.’ 





Settling his $4,200 commission suit 
with Schulberg-Feldman out of 
court for $1,000, William Anthony 
McGuire is again on friendly terms 
with the agency, which has ar- 
ranged to laon him from Universal 
to — Goldwyn for ‘Roman Scan- 
dals.’ 





Moran and Mack Renew 
Moran and Mack have renewed 
with Educational for another series 
of six to eight shorts. Contract also 
gives company an option for two 
features. 





Sam Goldwyn has bought talker 
rights to ‘Dark Angel,’ which he 
made for First National as a silent, 
and expects to repeat Ronald Col- 
man on this film. 





Warners Getting Active 
Warners now have 28 writers at 
work, eight scripts done, and two 





FOX DROPS JOAN 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Joan Bennett has been dropped 
by Fox after three years with com- 
pany. 
Her last picture was ‘From Ari- 
zona to Broadway.’ 





L. A. to N. Y¥. 


Arthur Johnson. 
Arthur Fisher. 
Stanley Friedman. 
Major Albert Warner. 
Gradwell Sears. 
Andrew Smith. 

S. Chas. Einfeld. 
Bonnie Cashin. 
Christy Cabanne. 
F. McGrew Willis. 
Dorothy Jordan. 
Eric Linden. 

Joel McCrea. 

Carl Laemmle, Sr. 
Willard McKay. 
Jack Ross. 

Nat Levine. 
George McCall. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Myrt Blum. 

Dalé Van Every. 
Royal Cole. 

Matt Briggs. 
Richard Barthelmess 
Frank McHugh, 








(General) (Austrian) (Vander- 
bilt) (31). 














Bill Danziger. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and added to the 

The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 

News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


reguiar weekly ‘Variety! 


pictures to be set for start of pro« 
duction June 12, Studio force req 
turns this week. 





Another for Zanuck 
On completing her current writ. 
ing assignment on the Irene Dunne 
picture at Radio, Gertrude Purce}] 
goes on the Darryl Zanuck writing 
staff. 





Borzage at Fox 
On completing his present pice 
ture at Columbia, Frank Borzage 
returns to Fox to direct Will Ro-« 
gers’ ‘Green Dice.’ He then goeg 
back to Columbia for another. 





Robert Welsh has become a 
Monogram supervisor and will han- 
dle ‘Sensation Hunters.’ Charles 
Vidor directs. 





M-G’s ‘Pent House’ 

Metro has bought Arthur Somers 
Roche’s ‘Pent House,’ current ‘Cos- 
mopolitan’ mag serial. 

Paramount is testing Elizabeth 
Young, intending to use her instead 
of Helen Twelvetrees in Maurice 
Chevalier’s ‘Way to Love.’ 








Robert Riskin is in Chicago to get 
background ideas for ‘World's Fair,’ 
which he is to write for Columbia, 

Fixing Brook 

Clive Brook no like menace part 
in ‘Midnight Club,’. so Paramount 
is rewriting the story to give him 
a more sympathetic role. 

James Flood and Thomas Mitch< 
ell will meg Paramount’s: ‘Chry- 
salis.’ Marion Gering, who was to 
direct, gets another picture. 








On Annapolis Location 
Radio company has left for loca- 
tion at Annapolis Naval Academy, 
where scenes will be made for ‘The 
Glory Command.’ Dorothy Jordan 
and Joel McCrea head the cast. 





Par Writer Changes 
Paramount has let out Milton 
MacKaye, Harold Shumate, Charles 
Logue and Harry Hervey from the 
writing staff, and hired Jack Kirk- 
land and Melville Baker to team on 
an original. 





Hal Neides, Fox-West Coast city 
manager in Glendale, has been 
given a long leave of absence to re- 
cuperate his health. Floyd Men- 


neilly, manager of the Glendale 
California, will pinch-hit for 
Neids. 





Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, head 
of Warners’ music enterprises, here 
for studio confabs on future pic- 
tures. 

‘China Seas’ on Again 

‘China Seas,’ halted when Irving 
Thalberg left the studio ill, is on 
the fire again. Leon Gordon is 
writing a new treatment. Film is 
for Clark Gable and Wallace Beery. 





Miles Gets His Century 
Radio didn’t pay John Miles, for- 
mer p.a. at that studio, $100 for 
thinking up the title ‘Diplomaniacs’ 
for Wheeler and Woolsey. Acad- 
emy got it for him. Miles is now 
at Fox. 





Fifteen cents admission was 
quoted for some suburban towns 
Sunday (28). Monrovia and Glen- 





dora houses boost to 25s and Al- 
hambra to 20c. 
Waiting for Ice 
Completion of Metro’s ‘Eskimo’ 


will be held up for at least two 
months while studio awaits scenes 
showing the breaking up of the ice. 
Meanwhile the director, W. S. Van 
Dyke, will do ‘Laughing Boy.’ 





The Hollywood Urge 
Busby Berkeley is pouting at Sid 
Grauman. He wants to be credited 
for the ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ pro- 
log with ‘created and directed by 
Busby Berkeley.’ Best that Grau- 
— will give is ‘created and staged 
y.’ 





Joe Breen is on his way east to 
contact censor boards for the Hays 
organization. It’s the annual trip 
that Jason Joy used to take. 





Oscar Carter has returned from 
New York with 94,000 feet of film 
made in Russia during the revolu- 
tion. Footage is for Metro’s ‘Soviet.’ 





John Marston and Peggy Shannon 
added to cast of KBS’ ‘The Deluge.’ 





Charles Wilson has returned to 
Fox as a dialog director. 


Weeks Gets ‘Extra’ 





‘The Second Extra’ will be pro 
duced by George Weeks’ Angelus 
company, following a bow-out by 


Cliff Broughton, who was to pro- 





Nelson Eddy. 
Buddy Morris. 


duce the combo stage and screen 
(Continued on page 30) 
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Stock for Bonds, Reverse Split-Up, 


Proposed as Fox Capital Revision 





Plans for the financial rehabilita- 
tion of Fox Films, are about com- 
plete. When the stockholders meet 
on June 20, they may be apprised of 
a new basic order. This will have 
the company’s stock setup com- 
pletely changed. Chase bank has 
agreed not to seek any preference as 
against the company’s stockholders 
in the reorganization plan. 

Aithough Chase has written down 
its investment in Fox Films and 
General Theatres to $15,000,000, 
from a previously estimated invest- 
ment.of around $105,000,000 the bank 
will share as nearly alike as pos- 
sible with stockholders in the new 
plan. One detail of the plan would 
call for a reverse split-up of the 


company’s stock, according to in- 
dications. 


Chase stands to have a stock in- 
terest in the company to replace its 
bond claims which amount to over 
$53,500,000. That’s outside of the 
Chase’s claims on General Theatres. 

Fox’s Problem in Patents 


The Fox people’s present problem 
is how to write down or up its in- 
terest in certain patent holdings and 
patent claims that the company has 
assumed since talkers. These wou! 1! 
be estimated at around $5,000,000 
which the firm is supposed to have 
spent developing such patents but 
which may have only a nominal 
worth. 


The writedown of the Chase in- 
vestment comes about on recom- 
mendation of the U. S. Bank exam- 
iners. Latter have placed that $15,- 
000,000 value on Chase’s ‘investmeit 
in Fox Films and General Theatres. 
The latter company is in receiver- 
ship with reorganization plans 
talked about for a year or more but 
so far not forthcoming. Difficulties 
lie in separating the G. T. E. thing 
from Fox Films and also Loew’s. 

Not an easy task. Besides there’s 
the question of just what position 
Chase should take in General The- 
atres to whom it had lent money 
and for whicn Loew stock as held 
by Film Sécurities Corp., and Fox 
Films, is collateral. 

Indications have been that there’s 
still a possibility of Chase selling 
its Films Securities’ interest amount- 
ing roughly to around $3,000,000 to 
ERPI. ERPI owns about $8,000,000 
of FSC and has the biggest indi- 
vidual outlay in that outfit. 

While Chase’s investment as writ- 
ten down amounts to $15,000,000, the 
net worth of Fox’s outstanding 
stock at present market value, ac- 
cording to inside estimate might not 
amount to more than $6,000,000. 

lox Film, right now, is sailing 
along healthfully, under Sidney 
Kent’s direction, with distribution 
income on the upgrade and the gen- 
eral feeling both within and with- 
out Fox, of a good program ahead 
in the way of production. Internal 
conflicts if there were any, look to 
have been ironed out. 

In writing down its Fox invest- 
ment, Chase reduced its surplus 
from around $100,000,000 to $50,- 
000,000 and set up reserves for this 
writedown. The bank’s undivided 
profit account, is reduced from $13,- 
199,563, as of March 31, last, to 
something over $7,500,000. 

Fox-Loew Impractical 


There has been talk of Chase 
probably settling its General The- 
atres problem by effecting a com- 
bination between Fox and Loew’s, 
in which General Theatres would 
come in the middle, so to speak. In- 
quiry on this point has found such 
a plan as impractical and looks to 
have been mentioned mostly by sec- 
ond guessers in Wall Street, talking 
out of turn. 

U. S. Senator Daniel O. Hastings, 
of Delaware is receiver for General 
Theatres, although Chase is the big- 
gest influence in the company and 


must figure in any reorganization 
plan. 

So far as the Film Securities 
thing goes Fox’s problem is how 
to protect its almost $60,000,000 


interest in the FSC common stock 
which it holds, and for Chase, the 
matter of its $20,000,000 loan on 
which G. T. BE. defaulted more than 
a@ year ago. 





Ist Theatre Operation 
Roxy Had, Razed by Fire 


Scranton, May 29. 
The first theatre which S. L. 
Rothafel (Roxy) ever operated, the 


Freedman building in Forest City, 
was wiped out by fire May 21. Mrs. 
Rothafel, who was called from New 
York last week because of the ill- 
ness of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Julius Freedman, helped rescue 
them from the blazing building. 
The fire broke out at 3.15 a. m. 
Neighbors also aided the firemen 
in carrying the couple to safety. 

It was in the rear part of the 
building owned by his father-in- 
law that Roxy set up his first 
‘nickelet’ more than 25 years ago. 
He brought in undertakers’ chairs, 
tacked a sheet on the wall and in- 
stalled an automatic piano. The 
house was known as the Family 
theatre. Since that ‘time, the 
Freedmans have built another the- 
atre, which bears the family name. 


FWC TRUSTEES 
AFTER 2506 
LOANS 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

In order to continue the operation 
of the bankrupt Fox West Coast 
chain, the trustees are petitioning 
for permission to borrow $250,000, 
for which a $1,630,000 note covering 
the assets of the circuit would be 
pledged as security. Also, the trus- 
tees want authority to borrow ad- 
ditional money up to $250,000 in 
case it is needed at anytime, at 6% 
interest. A creditors’ hearing on the 
petition will be held June 3. 

Trio of trustees have filed a sur- 
vey in which they contend that the 
only way to salvage the assets is to 
continue operation. Pointed out 
that the rental on closed theatres, 
at the time of the bankruptcy, 
amounted to $1,000,000 a year and 
that these losing leases are being 
rapidly disaffirmed. 

Gross volume of the circuit’s biz 
dropped about $12,000,000 in 1932 in 
comparison to the $44,620,474 high 
in 1930. Total for 1931 was $39,- 
028,588 and for 1932, $32,651,268. 

Circuit’s gross since the bank- 
ruptcy, by weeks was: March 4, 
$382,397; March 11, $406,630; March 
18, $435,517; March 25, $456,349; 
April 1, $459,147; April 8, $466,648; 
April 15, $424,470. 


507%, STRAIGHT RENTAL 
FOR ‘GOLDDIGGERS’ 


With picture being delivered this 
year as a special and not under the 
contract, Warner Bros. will at- 
tempt to get 50% straight from the 
first dollar for ‘Golddiggers of 1933.’ 

Originally ‘Golddiggers’ was to be 
sold as a 1933-'’34 attraction, with 
release in July to lead off the new 
program. 

Picture comes into the N. Y. 
Hollywood on a two-a-day engage- 
ment, opening probably June 8. Nu- 
merous indefinite runs around the 
country have been set to open prior 
to that. Already started is a two-a- 
day run at Grauman’s Chinese, Hol- 
lywood, which began Thursday (25) 
and a two weeks’ engagement at the 
Broadway, Charlotte, starting yes- 
terday (Monday). 

Indefinite runs opening within the 
next two weeks, mostly in Warner 
theatres, include Lawrence, Mass.; 
Akron, Bridgeport, Hartford, Brook- 














lyn, Newark, Jersey City, Paterson, 
Passaic, Wellsville, O.; San An- 
tonio, Racine, Appleton, Wis.; 
Cleveland, Canton, Youngstown, 


Springfield, Worcester, Albany, Troy, 
Utica, Elmira, Jamestown, N. Y.; 
Batavia, N. Y.: Olean, N. Y.; Hor- 
nell, N. Y¥.; Dunkirk, N. Y.; Medina, 
N. Y.: Memphis, Milwaukee, She- 
boygan and Kenosha, Wis. 


Move to Pardon Horwitz 


Galveston, May 29. 

Frtends of Will Horwitz, leading 
Houston theatre indie, are preparing 
to make strong appeal to President 
Roosevelt for pardon. Horwitz is 
under sentence to serve a year in the 
federal pen for violation of lottery 
laws in connection with his Mexican 
radio station. 

State Federation of Labor in a 
resolution has urged his pardon. 
Houston labor council is circulating 
the petition. 


Arrest of Stench 
Bomber May End 


Campaign in L.A. 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
With the apprehension of Leo 
Stockwell, 35, claiming to be a mem- 
ber of the Empire Projectionists’ 
Union and having a card of that or- 
ganization in his possession, inves- 
tigators of the district attorney’s 


office feel they have the stench 
bombing campaign against theatres, 
which has been going on for the 
past six weeks throttled. Stockwell 
was taken into custody by deputy 
sheriffs following the hurling of a 
stench bomb in a ventilator in the 
United Artists theatre on Whittier 
boulevard Saturday night. 

After questioning he took district 
attorney investigators, Tom Cabett 
and Jack Sumner, to his home, 
where they found a stench bomb 
plant. Also in his automobile they 
found four bombs. 

Cabett claims that there are two 
rival union factions of stench-bomb 
hurlers and they used two different 
types of bombs. Type found on 
Stockwell were made up in light 
bulbs covered with black lacquer 
and rolled in sand so no finger 
prints are shown. Stockwell denied 
he threw bombs, stating a stranger 
threw them. That same night 
bombs were also hurled in the Iris 
and Hollywood theatres in Holly- 
wood and the Manchester theatre in 
southern end of town. 

Capt. Plummer, head of the in- 
vestigating forces of district attor- 
ney’s office, alleges they have had 
dictaphones in offices of a president 
and secretary of a union and that 
conversations taking place is very 
interesting to the law authorities. 
Sheriff refused permit to one of the 
union officers for carrying a revolver, 
claiming present crisis was too dan- 
gerous. Stockwell had a deputy 
sheriff's badge in his possession 
when arrested. District attorney in- 
vestigators are being staked out at 
theatres in full force with sawed-off 
shotguns and ordered to use them 
on stench-bombers. 


STOCKHOLDER’S SUIT 
AGAINST W-W STANDS 


Appellate Division last week up- 
held the refusal of Supreme Court 
Justice Cook to dismiss the suit 
brought by Alexander S. Aronson, 
as a stockholder of World Wide 
Pictures, Inc., against Earl Ham- 
mons and other officers of Educa- 
tional and the case now returns to 
the lower court for the next legal 
round. 

Aronson in his complaint ac- 
cused Hammons and the others of 
mismanaging the affairs of World 
Wide and asked the court to order 
an accounting of the producing 
company’s assets. Also that the 
distributing agreement between 
World Wide and Educational be 
set aside and $500,000 in promis- 
sory notes issued by the former 

















company to Educational be can- 
celled. 
Aronson further charged. that 


Hammons and the others named in 
the action had signed over, with- 
out legal consideration, to Educa- 
tional 8,230 shares of World Wide 
preferred stock and sufficient com- 
mon stock to give them control of 
the company. 


QUINN OUT OF NAT. SCREEN 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
William Quinn, Coast manager of 


National Screen Service, resigned 
effective June 10, with M. Van 
Pragg, sales manager of organiza- 
tion, to appoint new man in his 
piace. 





- 





New Trial Denied; Femme 
Exhib’s 35G Award Stands 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

U. S. District Judge Cosgrave 
has denied the motion of the 
numerous distributors and the Los 
Angeles Film Board of Trade for 
a new trial of the suit in which 
Mrs. Fay Robinson, former part- 
owner of the Sevills theatre, in 


Englewood, got a $35,300 verdict 
under the Sherman act last March. 

Likely the case will be appealed 
by defendants to U. S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 


SEEK TQ HANG 
FWC DEBTS ON 
FOX, WESCO 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
An attempt to prove that Fox 
Film and Wesco dominated the ac- 
tivities of Fox West Coast Theatres 
and therefore are liable for all of 
its current debts, was made by at- 
torneys examining Charles W. 


Buckley, v.p. of the bankrupt com- 
pany, while he was on the witness 
stand in a hearing before Bank- 
ruptcy Referee S. W. McNabb. 

One of the reasons for the dec- 
laration that the circuit was a 
puppet of its holding company was 
testimony that Wesco hired the 
Skouras Brothers to operate F-WC, 
making a contract that the opera- 
tors were to be paid $150,000 a year 
by the bankrupt. Terms of the 
paper stipula‘ed that if the yearly 
profits did not reich that amount, 
Skouras Bros. were to refund the 
difference between their salary and 
the profit total. Clyde Harreil, at- 
torney for Lavid~-Croft, one of the 
creditors, sought to bring out that, 
since F-WC did not go into the 
black last year, Charles Skouras 
owes his salary during that time to 
the bankrupt chain, and therefore 
was ineligible to function as one of 
the trustees, 

Buckley testified that he had no 
knowledge of a 15% overwrite said 
to have been paid to National The- 
atre Supply on all supplies pur- 
chased, although home office memos 
to theatre managers, telling them to 
buy all their equipment and sup- 
plies through NTS, were submitted 
as evidence. 

Fox, Turlock, Calif.; Whiteside 
and Majestic, Corvallis, Ore.; Flor- 
ence, Pasadena, and Castle, Van- 
couver, Wash., are the latest the- 
atres turned back to the landlords. 

Next creditors’ meeting will take 
place June 3, and the first meeting 
of creditors of West Coast Junior 
Circuit will occur June 5 for the 
purpose of electing a trustee. 











DANZIGER TO COAST, PAR 


Bill Danziger, of the Paramount 
h.o. advertising forces, is transfer- 
ring to the Par Coast studio under 
Bill Pine, who heads exploitation 
out there. Leaving yesterday (Mon- 
day) for ‘incirnati where he will 
spend a week or more exploiting 
‘College Humor’ (Par), Danziger 
will go on from there to Hollywood 
by car. 

Ed Olmstead, now on exploitation 
under Pine at the studio, may return 
to New York for Par. 





NAZI FEAR DELAYS ‘M’ 
Chicago, May 29. 
‘M,’ which was to have gone into 
MecVicker’s this week, has been in- 
definitely set back by Balaban & 


Kaiz. May be penciled in later in 
summer, 

B&K felt time unripe in view of 
German origin of film and anti- 


Hitler feeling around, 





Par Creditors’ Battle Looms 
In a Fight to Save P. E. Bemg 
Sacrificed Threugh Liquidation 


A fight looms in Paramount and 
among creditors against any steps 
by the trustees of Publix Enter- 
prises liquidation which 
might mean ‘taking it on the chain.’ 

This has come up within the past 


toward 


week with trustees receiving bids 
and planning to dispose of proper-' 
ties. In order to preserve the the- 
atres of the P. E. setup, despite 
that the trustees over P. E. admit: 
they are in need of funds, a plan 
may be worked out with Paramount- 
Publix, the parent company, which 
would avoid the apparent necessity. 
of ‘throwing properties away.’ 

Several meetings were held last 
week to discuss the chance of sav- 
ing Publix Enterprises. In the hope 
of eventual reorganization without 
too great a loss of valuable book 
assets, these conferences have been 
for the express purpose of finding 
ways and means of forestalling 
drastic action in the disposition of 
P. E. properties. 

Meetings have been attended by 
representatives of the trustees of 
both Paramount-Publix and Publix 
Enterprises, as well as by creditors, 
led by the P. E. creditor committee, 
headed by S. A. Lynch, It’s Lynch’s 
committee, taking in himself, David 
Stoneman of Boston, the Commer- 
cial Investment Trust of New York 
and the U. S. & Foreign Securities 
Corp. of Newark, which represents 
a large majority of the claims 
against P. E. Par-Publix is the 
other large creditor of over $5,000,000, 

Efforts to work out some kind of 
a pian, which may pre-suppose the 
carrying of P. E.’s current necessi- 


extended in the thought by Lynch's 
committee and Par that liquidation 
of P. E. would be suicidal. : 

Lynch stated at a hearing Friday 
morning (26) before Referee H. K, 


(Continued on page 22) 


Mary Is Rounding 
Out Unit in N. Y., 


Will Not Quit UA 


Mary Pickford is in New York to 
complete plans for the organization 
of a new preducing unit which will 
release through United Artists. She 
has approached several stars, direc- 
tors and writers with the view of 
their joining on a percentage basis. 
She is unwilling to reveal names 
other than those of Frances Marion 
and George Hill. 

Miss Pickford will act as an exee- 
utive as well as star for her unit 
and those joining will not be asked 
to contribute financing. 

Miss Pickford denied ‘Variety’s’ 
last week story that she would 
withdraw from United Artists and 
that she disapproved the Darryl 
Zanuck affiliation with Joseph M. 
Schenck. Miss Pickford says she 
sought to interest Zanuck in a prop- 
osition as soon as she heard he was 
available. 











Baum’s Six Monther 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Vicki Baum will return here from 
New York Sept. 15, to start on a 
new six months’ contract with 
Metro. Her last job was adapting 
Somerset Maugham’s ‘The Painted 
Veil,’ at that studio. 

Writer is now turning one of her 
novels, ‘Life Goes On,’ into a play 
for John Golden. Play will be 
called ‘The Divine Drudge.’ 





Santa Monica on Tires 


Santa Monica, Cal., May 29. 
Taking advantage of the bicycle 


craze that has gripped the coast, this 


resort town staged a Bicycle Day 
yesterday (28), in conjunction with 











Paramount is holding the picture | 
up throughout the country for fall |} 
release. Idea is time will be riper 





from several standpoints. 


a fireworks’ display at night and 


other outdoor diversions. 


Hundreds of cyclists participated 


for prizes, and took part in a parade 
jalong the ocean front. 
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Inter] House, $17,500; ‘Giant, 
In 2 Houses, $26,000; ‘Forward, 
10G's, Feels L. A.’s Hot Spell 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Sort of hot spell which started 
middle of last week held over for 
the current stanza, with the picture 
houses figuring the only ace in the 
hole they have to get trade is the 
fact that Decoration Day falls in 
early part of week, and that folks 
cannot take protracted holiday. 

Leader of group is the Paramount 
with ‘International House,’ a rather 
weak sister, which may, with the 
breaks, hit around the $17,200 mark. 
State, on the other hand, is a bust, 
with ‘Looking Forward,’ which has 
not found the populace digestively 
inclined and will be foretunate even 
with holiday take, to hit $10,000. 

The two Warner houses have a 
break in ‘Little Giant,’ with the 
Hollywood destined for around $14,- 
000 and the Downtown for around 
$12,000, which is very good. 

‘King Kong’ is in for its first pop 
showing at the RKO after its Chi- 
nese demise at the $1 top, and looks 
to surprise at $7,500 on week. 

Chinese will reopen June 2 with 
a $5 premiere for ‘Gold Diggers of 
1933,’ with a sellout indicated that 
would give the house around $6,500 
for the initial performance of the 
two-a-day policy. 

Estimates for This Week 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70) 
‘Little Giant’ (WB) and vaudeville. 
Robinson means a lot at b.o. here 
so take should be an easy $12,000. 
Last week ‘Working Man’ (WB) 
very good at around $12,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65) 
‘Little Giant’ (WB) and vaudeville. 
Got off to corking start and should 
easily touch the $14,000 mark. Last 
week ‘Working Man’ (WB) very big 
at $14,600. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25) ‘Black Beauty’ (Mono) and 
‘Scarlet Weekend’ (Maxim). Trade 
perking up here and seems as 
though around $5,500 will be the 
answer for week. Last week ‘City 
Halr (Berke) and ‘The Flaming 
Signal (Pizer) oke at $4,700. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40) ‘International House’ (Par) and 
stage show. House getting to be a 
habit for ticket buyers, so this weak 
sister is lucky for the $17,500, big, it 
should get. Last week ‘Eagle and 
the Hawk’ (Par), hot weather 
kicked into finish, showed healthy 
profit at $17,200. 

RKO (2,950; °25-40) ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO). Capitalizing a bit on the 
reduced price run, and may reach 
$7,500, good. Little more spent in 
exploiting this one might have added 
a couple of grand to take. Last 
week ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO) had 
tough sledding for around $3,800. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40) 
‘Looking Forward’ (MG). With 
Hearst pressure and everything it 
is hard struggle to hit over the 
$10,000 mark, without any outstand- 
ing b.o. draw power. Last week 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) looks as though 
jaynor has lost out here with small 
draw of $13,500 for her picture. 


‘Barbarian’ Bally Helps 
To Oke $4,500 in L’ville 


. Louisville, May 29. 

Loew’s exploiting ‘Barbarian’ 
with two ushers @ressed up as 
sheiks and riding all over town on 
horses, also by giving out roses to 
iadies with tag reading, ‘See Bar- 
barian for Romance’. Rumors are 
that Loew’s will go to some form 
of stage entertainment sooner or 
later. 

‘Georgia Minstrels’, ‘Desert Song’ 
and ‘Follow Thru’ companies, which 
have been without booking since 
playing Rialto engagement, may go 
to Loew’s Evansville on tryout. 
‘Minstrels’ almost definite. 

Rialto begins new policy of open- 
ings and of shows this Friday with 
presentation of ‘Vaudeville Revue’ 
units and first-run pictures. Former 
openings on Saturday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-40) ‘Barbarian’ 
(MG). With Novarro ought to do 
$4,500. Last week ‘Reunion in Vi- 
enna’ (MG) drew class audiences for 
$4,800. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 25- 
30-40-60) ‘Song of Eagle’ (Par) and 
vaude. Fair at $4,000. Last week 
split with Amos ’n’ Andy and ‘Trick 
for Trick’ two days, and ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ (Fox) five days, did 
$4,800, okay. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
40) ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par). Good 
notices, $4,500, oke. Last week 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) $4,200. 

Brown (1,500; 15-25-40) ‘Out All 
Night’ (U). Only $1,500. Last week 
‘Silver Cord’ (RKO), $1,800. 





Alamo (950; 15-20-25) ‘Employ- 
ees’ Entrance’ (FN). Pretty good, 
$1,300. Last week ‘Girl Missing’ 


(WB) with Asher and Little Jimmy 
Sizemore, WHAS radio stars, in per- 
son, only $1,000. 
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State, N. O., Gets a Good 
Pic, So It Ousts Vaude 





New Orleans, May 29. 
But one theatre in town will keep 
out of the red this week, Loew’s 

State, offering ‘Kid from Spain.’ 
Saenger, with ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk,’ terrible title with which to 
lure wayfarers, is suffering, as is 
the Orpheum, which won't go to 
$6,000, showing ‘Sweepings,’ al- 
though the house is being hurt by 
the lengthy, stupid stalling of its 
headliner, Roscoe Ates. Other 

houses have weak boxoffice film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,218; 40) ‘Kid from 
Spain’ (UA). Cantor fans legion 
for this welcome speedy picture and 


the vaude is not missed; will do 
$11,000. Last week ‘Barbarian’ 
(MG) helped by excellent siage 


show and went to $9,000. 

Saenger (3,568; 40) ‘Eagle and 
the Hawk’ (Par). Doing very little 
and will hardly touch $6,000. Last 
week ‘Adorable’ (Fox) got $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) = (2,890; 55) 
‘Sweepings’ (RKO) and yaude. Too 
much Lionel Barrymore during the 
past three weeks and this one has 
not caused favorable comment; but 
$6,000. Last week ‘Diplomaniacs’ 
(RKO) ditto. 

Strand (1,600; 25) ‘Speed Demon’ 
(WW). Will not reach $900. Last 
week ‘Magic Night,’ $800. 

Tudor (800; 25) ‘Lady’s Profes- 
sion’ (Par). May touch an even 
$1,000. Last week ‘Be Mine To- 
night’ (U), $1,700. 

St. Charles (1,800; 25) ‘Should a 
Woman Tell’ and ‘Phantom Broad- 
cast.’ Double bill will reach $2,000. 
Last week ‘Sailor Be Good’ (Fox), 
only $900. 


BOSTON, TOO, SLOWED 
BY HOLIDAY EXODUS 


Boston, May 29. 
Decision to fold at Keith-Boston 
next Thursday night is worst sock 
the local rialto has taken. House 
plans to reopen perhaps Labor Day. 
Best bets in film line are ‘Elmer 
the Great,’ Scollay; ‘Adorable’ at 
Met, ‘Warrior’s Husband’ at Para- 
mount and ‘Hell Below’ at Orpheum. 
Variety is good in five majors, and 
for some spots it’s the whole draw. 
Paramount is getting better break 
in films than for several months. 
‘Variety’s’ ‘penny pinching’ story 
much discussed by managers. One 
house, which had made drastic cut 
in ad copy with biz slump result- 
ing, is talking expansion on space 
use. Locals admit false economy, 
but lay it to depresh psychology, 
but, they retort, films are away off 
and must take the gaff for patron 
apathy. 
Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-55), 
‘Ann Carver’s Profession’ (Col) and 
vaude. Biz is off all over, and $10,- 
000, poor, looks tops. Last week 
‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) and vaude, 
film flabby on the pull, same, 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-40-55), 
‘Tomorrow at Seven’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Swan song weak, as house 
folds Thursday night for summer, 
first closing in its history. Poor run 
of screen stuff chief cause now. 
Down to $6,500, probably final gross. 
Last week ‘Circus Queen Murder’ 
(Col) and yvaude brutal at $5,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40- 
50), ‘Hell Below’ (MG) and vaude. 
Extra good show, looks $10,000. Last 
week ‘Barbarian’ (MG) and vaude, 
off at gross of $8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50), 
‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG) and one 
stage act, Sunday yvaude and band. 
Just fair at $11,000. Last week ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG) did well at 
$13,300. 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 30-50-65), 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) and fine stage 
show. Gaynor popularity gave house 
nice start, but biz slumped, due to 
weather and more to holiday ex- 
odus; expected $18,000 will be okay. 
Last week ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) 
— stage show quite nice at $18,- 

Scollay (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-45- 
55), ‘Elmer the Great’ (FN) and 
eight acts vaude. Good show both 
ways, should hit $10,500, fine. Last 
week ‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) and 
vaude had some profit in $9,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50), ‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox) and 
‘Woman in 419’ (Par). Far better 
than recent average, due to former 
picture, latter being terrible; prom- 
ises $8,500. Not so much gravy last 
week in ‘Elmer the Great’ (FN) and 
‘Bondage’ (Fox), though Joe Brown 
can be thanked for velvet in total 
of $7,500. This spot looks to bene- 
fit lots by change of policy which 
will throw choicer films its way 
athan it got through early spring. 











Buffalo, May 29. 


The closing of the Great Lakes 
looks to be helping houses in a 
similar policy, but not reflected as 
aid at the Buffalo. 

Mike Shea’s other houses spurt- 
ing, Century for $7,000, and Hipp 
for $7,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55) 
‘Christopher Strong’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Goes back to the $10,- 
000 level again after hitting $13,800 
last week on ‘Adorable’ (Fox) and 
stage show. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25) ‘Made 
on Broadway’ (MG) and ‘Bondage’ 


(Fox). Marked improvement indi- 
cated, $7,000 or better, oke. Last 
week ‘Murders in the Zoo’ (Par) 
and ‘After the Ball’ (Fox), only 


$3,200 trickled in. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25) “Temple 
Drake’ (Par) and ‘Devil’s Brother’ 
(MG). Has hopes of luring $7,500, 
perhaps more. Last week ‘Song of 
the “agle’ (Par) and ‘Pleasure 
Cruise’ (Fox) $5,100, average. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400. 25) ‘The 
Woman I Stole’ (Col) and ‘Alimony 
Madness’ (Mayfair). Double bill, 
with holiday to help, may get $6,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Below the Sea’ 
(Col) and ‘Face on Barroom Floor’ 
(Inv) $5,500, fair. 


Robinson Goes Better 
In Frisco Than Gaynor 
But Both Well Liked 


San Francisco, May 29. 
Seventeen thousand officers and 
men off scouting boats of the U. S. 
fleet are in town but without a dime 
in their money belts. Result is less 
biz from them, than there usually is. 
Theatres got a break on Memorial 
Day week-end as Monday was not 
declared a legal dav, and most firms 
kept open instead of giving em- 
ployes a chance to scram the town 
from Saturday afternoon to Wed- 
nesday morning. 

Looks like the Warfield’s week 
with a Frisco fav, Edward G. Rob- 
inson, on screen in ‘Little Giant,’ 
with Jimmy Savo sticking to the 
stage for deuce week after clicking 
swelegantly the first stanza. 
Paramount has Gaynor and Garat, 
latter unknown, in ‘Adorable,’ doing 
quite well, but not big, as this burg 
isn’t much on the softie stuff but 
goes more for the Robinsons, Cag- 
neys, Mae Wests, et al. 
Wheeler-Woolsey’s ‘Diplomaniacs’ 
not so big as their previous ‘Africa’ 
at the Golden Gate, where Great 
Raymond heads the vaude show. 
United Artists goes into its sev- 
enth week of ‘Be Mine Tonight’ and, 
after doing one more, will have set 
a house endurance run. It’s done 
such sweet, consistent biz that Her- 
man Cohen, house owner, bought 
the Greater New York territory 
from Universal and has headed for 
Manhattan to handle the pic there. 
St. Francis is looking right down 
the throat of a good week as the 
well-liked Lionel Barrymore stars 
in ‘Looking Forward,’ plugged by 
much publicity and spacious Hearst 
ads. It’s double billed with ‘Song 
of the Eagle.’ 

Fox has ‘Black Beauty’ and 
‘Monte Carlo Madness’ still play- 
ing to lotta people but not so much 
money as when first opening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 15-25), ‘Black 
Beauty’ and ‘Monte Carlo’ Madness’ 
(both co-op). Fairish at $8,500. 
which, at that price, is a lot of 
mo:.ey. Last week circus hurt, bro- 
dieing biz to $8,000 for ‘Phantom 





Broadcast’ (Mono) and ‘Wu Sun’ 
(ist Div). 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 
65), ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO) and 


vaude heade* by Great Raymond. 
Paced at $13,000, which isn’t bad, 
but not up to last W-W picture. 
Last week saw very poor $10,000 on 
“Kiss Before Mirror’ (U). 


Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- 
7), Adorable’ (Fox). Back to Sat- 
urday openings again. Gaynor quite 
popular, Garat unknown, so not had 
at $12,500. ‘Hell Below’ (MG) ran 
nine days last week hitting around 
$17,000. 

St. Francis (Fox) (1,500; 35-40), 
‘Looking Forward’ (MG) and ‘Song 
of Eagle’ (Par). F.D.R.’s title with 
Lionel Barrymore backed by much 
Hearst ads and publicity, looks a 
cinch to hit $7,500. Last week saw 


$6,200 on ‘Blondie Johnson’ (FN) 
and ‘Luxury Liner’ (Par). 
United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50), 


‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) (7th week). 
About $7,000 which is great con- 
sidering long run; $8,000 last week, 
and more to go. 


Warfield (Fox) (2,700; 35-55-65), 
‘Little Giant’ (WB) and stage show. 
Robinson big in Frisco and looks to 
hit $18,000. Last week ‘Temple 
Drake’ (Par) despite its ad cam- 
paign based on ‘Sanctuary’ pub- 
licity, and Sue Carol, Nick Stuart 
and Jimmy Savo on stage hit not 
so hot $16,000, 





‘Buff’s Pretty Good Shape; 
‘Made on B’way,’ $7,000 


Good Pix Augur Better Biz in Philly: 
Giant’ 86; Valle, 186; Fox, 176 





‘Diplomaniacs,’ ‘Eagle,’ 
‘Reunion,’ All Oke, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, May 29. 


Biz is not burning up, but two 
new downtown houses have opened, 
including the Ohio and Family. 
Ohio folded last week when Circle 
Co., owners, went in and grabbed 
receipts. Along came Universal Pic- 
tures and reopened it in an attempt 
to get wares on screen in Indianap- 
olis. This week house is using ‘Be 
Mine Tonight,’ but won't wow them 
at 25-40c. 

The Family, formerly a burlesque 
spot, has been opened by R. E. 
Welch, of the stage hands union, 
and ‘tis said other union men are 
interested. Conversation about other 
houses is, ‘How about this com- 
petish from unions?’ However, spot 
is opening the week with six acts 
vaude and ‘Monte Carlo Madness.’ 
Pre-Memorial Day race crowds 
not so fat this year. However, they 
never did help theatres a great deal. 
‘Adorable’ held over at Apollo. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40) ‘Adorable’ (Fox). Second week 
may take $3,000. Last week got 





$4,000, good. 
Circle (Circle) . (2,600; 25-40) 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par). Good for 


$3,000, perhaps. Last week ‘Temple 
Drake’ (Par) closed at $3,600, good 
for this weak spot. 

Indiana (Circle) (3,300; 25-40) 
‘Ex-Lady’ (WB), Should come in 
for good biz; maybe $6,500. Ter- 
rible biz last week with ‘Song of 
the Eagle’ (Par); finished around 
$5,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
40) ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG). Will 
reach $5,800, with volume of ads 
and exploitation. Last week ‘Peg 
o’ My Heart’ (MG) around $5,000. 


Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
40) ‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO) and 
vaude. This may reach $7,000, 


good. Last week ‘Bondage’ (Fox) 
and vaude got $7,200. 


2 Seattle Holdovers 
Doing Well; ‘Temple, 
‘Elmer’ Oke at 56’s 


Seattle, May 29. 
Two pixes holdover this week 
after clicking okay last week. ‘Be 
Mine Tonight’ at the Roxy and 
‘Secrets’ at the Blue Mouse are the 
bright ones. 
Biz mild however, with a few ex- 
ceptions. Holiday weekend wit- 
nessed the best vacationing weather 
this year and many migrated to the 
resorts. Playground’s opening also 
cut into things. 
Marion Davies is getting a whale 
of publicity for her Fifth Ave. show- 
ing of ‘Peg,’ but biz looks bad. At 
the Music Box where Arliss is al- 
ways a favorite, the press gang is 
giving both barrels. Exploitation 
must sell tickets or it’s blah, and 
most of it has been that way re- 
cently. 
Paramount is playing up ‘Elmer 
the Great’ as one half of dual with 
hardly a line for ‘Temple Drake,’ on 
the same bill. Dual policy being 
continued here, but results nothing 
to crow over. Coliseum billing the 
whole town for ‘Bondage,’ stressing 
the ‘unwed mother’ angle for results. 
Rex getting along with its new 
stage policy of semi-burlesk, while 
State (John Danz) closed by au- 
thorities for dirt burlesk a few 
weeks ago, is open again and ballies 
‘shapely, gorgeous girls’ with 25 
people in the company. They must 
behave a little. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG). 
Despite prodigi.us bally, biz bad; 
only $5,500 indicated. Last week 
‘Barbsrian’ (MG), better at $6,100. 

Roxy (J-vH) ‘Be Mine Tonight’ 
(U). Held over for second week, 
with music in front and _ inside 
catching on, and freshness of story 
and faces liked; anticipates a good 
$6,000 this week; last week big at 
$7,700. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-40) ‘Elmer the Great’ (FN) and 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par). Dual looks 
good for an okay $5,000. Last week 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox) and ‘Song 
of the Eagle’ (Par) just didn’t draw, 
so jerked out after five days for 
miserable $3,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950: 25- 
35) ‘Working Man’ (WB). Looks to 
do big $4,500. Last week ‘Sweep- 
ings’ (RKO), didn’t do a thing; only 
$2,500. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
35) ‘Secrets’ (UA). In second week, 
en route to $3,300, okay. Last week 
same film pleased patrons and b.o. 
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Philadelphia, May 29. 
Batch of new pictures opening 
this week figured as having a good 
chance of boosting attendance in 
the downtown picture houses. It 
has been pretty bad for some time 
and no improvement is indicated in 

the week that started last Friday. 


‘Reunion in Vienna,’ formerly re- 
ported as roadshow possibility at 
the Chestnut or some other legit 
house, comes into the Boyd May 30 
giving ‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ only 
five days. It had corking noticeg 
but pretty ghastly business. ‘Re- 
union’ is figured for two weeks, at 
least, and maybe a third, although 
the Boyd has been having a terrible 
time getting anything to stick be- 
yond six days. 

‘Hell Below,’ while disappointing 
in its Stanley trade, gets three days 
over a week, “The Silver Cord,’ pre- 
viously listed for last Saturday hav- 
ing been postponed and is now 
scheduled to open Thursday. ‘Little 
Giant’ is the Stanton’s current at- 
traction, having bowed in Saturday 
with ‘Below the Sea’ coming. 

Best business of the current week 
should be the Earle’s where Rudy 
Vallee and his Yankees are the 
stage feature. Picture is ‘The World 
Gone Mad.’ Engagement is for only 
five days because of Vallee’s radio 
broadcast Thursday night. From 
indications the first two days, house 
ought to hit $18,000 in five days, 
very good indeed. 

Fox has ‘Hold Me Tight,’ which 
received better notices than the re- 
cent Dunn-Bilers pictures and a 
routine stage show; lucky to get 
$17,000. 

The Karlton has a first-run in 
‘Sailor Be Good,’ with no more than 
$3,500 indicated while ‘Little Giant’ 
will hardly do better than $8,000 at 
the Stanton. That’s a notch better 
than this house has been getting. 

Last week’s business was noth- 
ing to write home about. ‘Adorable’ 
at the Fox got rave notices and a 
fairly good $18,500, but that didn’t 
look so hot compared to some for- 
mer Gaynor films. The Boyd was 
pretty terrible with only $9,500 for 
‘Lily Turner,’ and ‘I Cover the 
Waterfront,’ only got a scant $7,000 
at the Stanton, $1,500 less than ex- 
pected. The Earle got the antici- 
pated $13,000, mediocre, and the 
Stanley wound up with only $12,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50), ‘A Lady’s 
Profession’ (Par). Picture first 
played at the Earle—a case of bad 
judgment. Much better suited in 
this little class house; $2,600 ex- 
pected. Last week ‘From Hell to 
Heaven’ (Par) very weak $1,500, and 
out after five days. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55), ‘Kiss Before 
the Mirror’ (U). Critics raved but 
patrons aren’t coming. A dismal 
$7,500 indicated in five days with 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) due May 
30. Last week ‘Lily Turner’ (WB), 
poor at $9,500. 

Earle (2,000; 40-66), ‘World Gone 
Mad’ (Maj) and vaude. Rudy Val- 
lee and his Yankees stage feature, 
Fine $18,000 expected for five days. 


Last weel. ‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG) 
and vaude, weak $13,000. 
Fox (3,000; 35-55-75), ‘Hold Me 


Tight’ (Fox) and stage show. Better 
notices than recent Dunn-Eilers 
pictures. Only a fair $17,000 indi- 
cated, however. Last week ‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox) great notices but the 
$18,000 was less than expected for 
a Gaynor film. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50), ‘Sailor 
Be Good’ (RKO), First run and 
doesn’t look too promising, $3,500 
maybe. Last .week ‘Looking For- 
ward’ (MG) another first run and 
only $3,200, weak. 


Stanley (3,700; 40-55), ‘Hell Be- 
low’ (MG). Held three days over 
week and will get $5,500 for those 
days. Last week ‘Hell Below’ got 
naga two grand under expecta- 
ions. 


Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55), ‘Little 
Giant’ (FN). Robinson picture 
ought to get $8,000, nothing startling 
but better than house has been do- 
ing lately. Last week ‘I Cover the 
Waterfront’ (UA) disappointed with 
a scant $7,000. 





‘Fourth Horseman’ (U), ‘The Hold- 
Up,’ Morton Downey and _ radio 
angle given double billing, along 
with Mix in ‘Horseman.’ Looks over 
for $4,000. Last week (Liberty), 
‘Obey the Law’ (Col); ‘Jungle Bride’ 
(Shef) ditto. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25) ‘Bondage’ (Fox). Expectation is 
for a fair $3,000. Last week ‘What! 
No Beer?’ (MG) and ‘Crime of Cen- 
tury’ (Par), didn’t jell, yanked after 
four days, very slow at $2,100. 


Rex (Hamrick) (1,400; 15-35) 
‘Silkk Express’ (FN) and musical 
revue, Around $2,300 is bad. Stage 


shows go out this week, modified 
burlesk not clicking. Last week 
‘Under Tonto Rim’ (Par) and stage 





for good $4,500. 
Liberty (J-vH) (2,000; 10-25) 


revue, fair enough at $3,000. 
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Calloway Plus World Gone Mad’ 126. 
‘Waterfront, $5,000; Mpls. Looks Up 





Minneapolis, May 29. 

The wonder attraction here con- 
tinues to be ‘Be Mine Tonight,’ in 
its seventh week at the World. The 
tiny sure-seater is prospering a la 
boom times with $2,000 weekly 
grosses. 

Things look a little brighter gen- 
erally. Two houses have flesh-and- 
blood currently. Cab Calloway and 
his band are at the Orpheum, while 
the Lyceum, independent loop first- 
run in the sixth week of its present 
policy, still has Lou Breese and his 
25 musicians and Gertrude Lutzi 
and Stewart Johnson, singers. Cal- 
loway in ‘World Gone Mad’ hasn’t 


much screen assistance. On the 
other hand, the Lyceum, with 
*Waterfront,’ has probably its 


strongest picture since its reopen- 
ing. 

‘The Barbarian’ is failing to line 
up to hopes at the Century. ‘Hell to 
Heaven’ at the Lyric is proving a 
weakling. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55), “‘War- 
rior’s Husband’ (Fox). No cast 
mames that mean anything, and 
$4,000 will be a disappointment de- 
spite unusual advertising campaign, 
and ‘Hollywood Star Night,’ with 
University students impersonating 
film celebrities for a single show, 
heavily exploited. Last week ‘Ador- 
able’ (Fox) $4,900, poor. 

Orpheum (RKO) = (2,890; 55), 
‘World Gone Mad’ (Maj) and Cab 
Calloway on stage. Picture no box- 
office assistance, but may hit $12,000, 


pretty good. Last week ‘Out All 
Night’ (VU), $3,500, light. 
Century (Publix) (1,600; 40), 


‘Barbarian’ (MG). Will be lucky to 
get $3,000, mild. Last week ‘Look- 
ing Forward’ (MG), $1,900, poor. 

Lyceum (Clifford) (2,500; 40), 1 
Cover the Waterfront’ (UA) and 
Lou Breese and 24-piece orchestra 
and Gertrude Lutzi and Stewart 
Johnson, singers. House in its sixth 
week of the current policy; local 
wiseacres thought it would fold 
after three weeks. Should reach 
$5,500, fair. Last week ‘Should a 
Woman Tell?’ $2,500, bad. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 40), 
*Cavaleade’ (Fox). Maybe $3,000, 
pretty good. Last week ‘Bedtime 
Story’ (Par), $2,000, light. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘Hell 
to Heaven’ (Par). Picture under 
par, will not top $2,000, light. Last 
week ‘Song of the Eagle’ (Par), 
$2,300, light. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35), ‘Bed- 
time Story’ (Par), second loop run, 
and ‘Terror Aboard’ (Par), first run, 
split. Maybe $1,500, light. Last 
week ‘Perfect Understanding’ (UA), 
$1,400, light. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Kid 
From Spain’ (UA), loop third run, 
and ‘Under the Tonto Rim’ (Par), 


first run. Should reach $900, fair. 
Last week ‘Fast Workers’ (MG), 
first run, and ‘She Done Him 


Wrong’ (Par), third run, $700, light. 


All’s Fair in K. C.; ‘Eagle,’ 
$8,000; ‘Forward,’ $10,000 


Kansas City, May 29. 

Six days was enough for ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ at the Newman; it was 
jerked Wednesday to make room for 
‘Eagle and the Hawk,’ which opened 
nicely. At the Midland there is an- 
other Barrymore in ‘Looking For- 
ward. Title does not mean a lot 
to the average fan, and although 
the picture has been given nice 
publicity, biz looks only fair. 

‘Diplomaniacs’ is the Mainstreet’s 
feature, also fairish, after a great 
week by White’s ‘Scandals.’ Sure 
looks like things were about ripe 
for stage shows the way the cus- 
tomers went for ‘Scandals.’ 

All of the first runners are count- 
ing on extra business Memorial day 
and the holiday prices will help to 
build the grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 10-15- 
20)—‘Our’_—sBetters’ (RKO), and 
‘Match King’ (WB), spit. House 
grinding along fairly well and 
should get $1,800. Last week ‘20,000 
Years in Sing Sing’ (WB), and 
‘Great Jasper’ (RKO), ditto, fair. 

Mainstreet’ (RKO) (3,200; 25-40) 
—‘Diplomaniacs’ (RKO). Wheeler 
and Woolsey’ look like close to $6,- 
000, fair. Last week ‘World Gone 
Mad’ (Maj), together with White's 
‘Scandals,’ which accounted for a 
bullish $19,500. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25)— 
‘Looking Forward’ (MG). Another 
Barrymore. Last week it was John. 
Probably around $10,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG), 
$9,400. 

Newman (Par) (1,860; 25-40)— 
‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par). Hold- 
ing up well in spite of the numerous 
other airplane pictures which have 
preceeded it here. Good for $8,000 
in eight days. Last week ‘Picture 





Snatcher’ (WB), six days, only 
$5,000. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Adorable’ (Fox). Gaynor should 


hold up picture to $4,000, good. Last 
week ‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox), $2,- 
700, poor 


‘Hell Below,’ Big $7,500; 
N. H. Readies Shutters 


New Haven, May 29. 
may close for the 

College folds fol- 

holdover of last 





Paramount 
summer months, 
lowing two-day 
week's bill. 

Holiday chased fans to nearby 
outdoor amusement spots. 


Roger Sherman starts Eastern 
premiere ‘Gold Diggers’ on indef 
run, Wed. (31), after two weeks’ 


advance splurge. 
Estimates for Thie Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50) ‘Girl in 419’ (Par) and ‘Destina- 
tion Unknown.” Maybe $3,600, mild. 
Last week ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) 
and ‘Unwritten Law,’ $5,000, oke, 


Palace (Arthur)) (3,040; 35-50) 
‘Hell Below’ (MG) and ‘Ann Car- 
ver’s Profession’ (RKO). Indicates 
big $7,500. Last week, ‘Adorable’ 


(Fox) and ‘Woman I Stole’ (Col), 
fair at $5,600. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50) ‘Lilly Turner’ (WB) and ‘World 
Gone Mad.’ Cut to six days to 
bring in ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) on 
Wed. preview. Moderate $4,300. 
Last week, ‘Little Giant’ (WB) and 
‘Forgotten’ fell below expectations 
at $4,900. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40) 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox) and 
‘Zoo in Budapest’ (Fox). Held over 
for two days, with final gross $00,- 
000. Original billing gave ‘Zoo’ ace 
spot, but holdover advertising shift- 
ed to ‘Warrior’ plug. 


NEW’K HOLIDAY EXODUS 
‘LITTLE GIANT,’ $9,000 


Newark, May 29. 
Decoration Day was an excuse lo- 
cally for vacations from Friday to 
Wednesday and there has been a 











general exodus with the _ hot 
weather, The rain Saturday night 
was too late to make much differ- 


ence. 

While the Branford has the best 
picture in town, ‘Little Giant,’ it 
may be equaled by Proctor’s with 
its colored unit on the stage. But 
neither is likely to exceed $9,000, 
which isn’t much. 

The neighborhoods have taken up 
the price cutting thing bit but it is 
not likely to spread. Downtown 
Proctor’s and Paramount-Newark’s 
cut of the balcony to 35c. at night 
is the most serious but at present 
seemingly no one will come at any 
price, 

The Little gave up trying to fight 
the anti-Hitler sentiment with Ger- 
man films and closed ‘Hertha’s Er- 
wachen’ Monday to reopen Satur- 
day with an Irish film and stage 
show and a thoroughly Irish lobby. 


Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Little Giant’ (WB). Reviewers not 
so crazy over film; will have to 
build to get $9,000. Last week Cag- 
ney not so. strong in ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ (WB) at $8,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—Today We Live’ (MG), and ‘De- 
ception’ (Col). Good bill for this 
spot but not likely to top $4,500. 
Last week ‘Secrets’ (UA), and 
‘Lucky Devils’ (RKO) fair at $4,000. 

‘Little (Cinema) (299; 15-25-40-50) 
‘Kerry Minstrel’ and stage show. 
House washed up all things Ger- 
man when it found a man with a 
pass wouldn’t go in to see a 
Deutsches film but paid money else- 
where. It’s now entirely Irish and 
if possible will stay that way. Hop- 
ing for $1,000. Last week ‘Hertha’s 
Erwachen’ (Protex) 
went dark Monday. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)—‘Bar- 
barian’ (MG), and vaude. Colored 
unit may help but will hardly pass 
$8,000. Last week ‘White Sister’ 
(MG) okay with $12,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
75)—‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and 
vaude. May do better than opening 
presages which is barely $8,000. Last 
week ‘Temple Drake’ (Par) $8,600. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-75)— 
‘World Gone Mad’ (Maj) and vaude. 
Colored unit on stage as usual and 
asset and opening looks like $9,000. 
Last week ‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) 
mild at a little over $7,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-50) 
—‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox).. Some 
of opening houses did not like pic- 
ture which is a single feature again. 
Hardly $3,000 expected. Last week 
‘Hello Sister’ (Fox), and ‘Oliver 
Twist’ (Mono) weak with $3,000. 


nothing and 


Knight Will Start ‘Lilies’ 
Hollywood, May 29. 
on Universal's ‘Lilies 
get under way 


Rehearsals 
of Broadway’ will 
June 9 with the arrival 





Knight. Singer closes shortly in 
the legit, ‘Take a Chance,’ in New 
York. 

E. A. Dupont will direct, with 
production to start June 15. 


of June, DIZ 
| in this district, a big week at $3,800. 


Heat Melts Bklyn’s B.O.’s; 
Albee, 20G, Alone Oke 


Brooklyn, May 29. 
Terrific heat drove folks to Coney 


Island, yet the Albee, with Joan 
Blondeli in person, is doing big. 
Picture fare in downtown houses 


nothing to fight over. 

Likelihood Paramount may reopen 
in August with pic-stage policy but 
nothing definite at this time. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fox (4,000; 25-35-50), ‘Hello Sis- 
ter’ (Fox) and stage show featuring 
Molasses and January, plus Wesley 
Eddy. Around $11,000, mild. Last 
week ‘The Keyhole’ (WB) did $14,- 
000, oke. 

Loew’s Met (2,400; 35-55-75), ‘The 
Nuisance’ (MG) and vaude. Tony 
Wons, the radio scrap book philoso- 
pher, heading the bill and figured 
for $15,000, weak. Last week ‘Peg 
O’ My Heart’ (MG) did $19,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-55), ‘Silver 
Cord’ (RKO) and vaude, Joan 
Blondell in person. Mebbe $20,000, 
good. Last week ‘Temple Drake’ 
(Par) did $11,300. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50), ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ ‘FN). In vicinity of $10,- 
000, so-so. Last week ‘Central Air- 
port’ (WB) got $10,100. 


SMART SELLING 
HELPING PORT. 


Portland, Ore., May 29. 

Whippet racing knocking spots off 
b.o. biz. First night of the new dog 
racing racket drew a gate of 17,000 
persons and bumped every b.o. in 
the burg. Squawks are in line and 
the gamboling hounds likely to meet 
a steady fire of political opposish. 
Meanwhile, the greyhound gate at 
Multnomah stadium at 50c top out- 
grosses every house in the burg. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) is the 
only real clicking picture, and going 
for second week at the Fox-United 
Artists. First week netted a strong 
figure for that house. Fox-Broad- 
way pulled out ‘Eagle and the 
Hawk’ (Par) after nine days, al- 
though planning it for two weeks, 
but picture hit just an above aver- 
age pace for the stretch. Currently 
the Broadway has “Temple Drake,’ 
and exploiting it with title changed 
to ‘Shame of Temple Drake.’ 
change lent to stronger exploitation 
and got some extra results. 

RKO Orpheum still dark. Alex- 
ander Pantages in town and lying 
low, avoiding newshawks. But Pan 
deal for the Orpheum is hot and 
likely to break any minute. 

KGW ’s radio stage act, ‘Covered 
Wagon Days,’ was a biz getter at 
the Liberty, boosting house gross 
to twice its normal figure of recent 
weeks. The radio turn is a natural 
in this district and will tour 50 
northwest houses. Harold Simpson 
takes it on the road this week. 

Pauline Frederick’s week of legit 
at the Rialto hurt by the whippet 
racing craze, but the road show did 
nicely. Ted Fiorita’s band goes into 
the Rialto June 1 for six days. More 
roadshow opposish was CBS’ ‘Blue 
Monday Jamboree’ into the audi- 
torium for one day. Radio road 
company has 30 people and con- 
nected okay in the burg. 

‘Working Man’ is pulling strong 
at Hamrick’s Oriental and holds an- 
other week. ‘Ex-Lady’ at that house 
last week just average. 

Hamrick is to close the Music 
Box on July 1 and has a deal to 
take over the Rialto, ‘42nd St.’ 
ended five strong weeks at the Ori- 
ental to move for a sixth week at 
Hamrick'’s Blue Mouse and did well 
there, 

Fox-Parker houses. setting a 
stronger exploitation pace and indi- 
cations are that most of the burg’s 
houses have suffered from limpid 
plugging. Picture patronage has 
drifted away from lack of strong 
selling, and is willing to be won 
back when strong product is pushed 
with new and vigorous. ideas. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-40), ‘Story of Temple Drake’ 
(Par). Getting attention due to 
stronger exploitation. Should raise 
the ante up to possible $4,500, okay. 
Last week ‘Eagle and the Hawk’ 
(Par) above average results at 
$6,700, for nine days. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-40), ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
(MG). Going for okay second week, 
around $4,000, strong. Picture did 
nicely first week, registering well 
and connecting for strong $6,300, 
despite big opposish. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35), 
‘Working Man’ (WB). Should close 
around $6,000, big for this house 
and holds over. Last week ‘Ex- 
Lady’ (WB) hit an average pace 
with $3,400. 

Liberty (Evergreen) 
25), ‘Lady’s Profession’ (Par). Well 
exploited as ‘Portland’s Laugh 
Week,’ good idea in these times; a 
fair $2,500. Last week ‘Under the 
Tonto Rim’ (Par) with KGW's ‘Cov- 

-¢ Wagon Days,’ radio stage turn, 

sting biz from strong popularity 








(2,000; 15- 


Rialto (Heilig) (1,500; 55-$1.65), 
Pauline Frederick with legit road 
show six days, doing ‘Amber’ and 
‘Her Majesty, the Widow,’ fair at 





around $4,500. 


Title 





With Monday's chilly weather 
and any break at all Tuesday on 
the Memorial holiday at upped 
prices, the New York theatres will 
make up for the licking taken over 
the unseasonably hot week-end. 
Houses could have done worse Sun- 
day (28) than they did but Satur- 
day they took it on the chin from 
both directions. 

Ixodus over the Decoration Day 
holiday, with a lot of people getting 
away, also serves to hold down 
chances currently unless the breaks 
on a better finish than a start is 


with the big town’s box offices. 
But there may be enough people 
left in town over the holiday to 
swell biz appreciably. A _ certain 


influx from the country, as against 
crowds running away from New 
York, can ordinarily be figured on, 
also. 

No house, however, looks to do 
outstanding business, with the 
Rivoli and Strand neck and neck as 
the best. The RKO Roxy under its 
new straight film policy at a 40c 
top is doing encouragingly. It 
looks to get $14,000, nice, as a 
straight filmer with ‘Silver Cord’ 
and ‘Song of Eagle’ on eight days. 
‘Cord’ is actually on third run over 
here, having played both the Music 
Hall and Palace. 

Strand is hoping to nose out the 
Rivoli for a $23,000 week on ‘Little 
Giant,’ Ed Robinson's latest. 
Warner Bros. would have held last 
week's Cagney item, ‘Picture 
Snatcher’ over but for the desire to 
give the Robinson picture the bene- 
fit of the holiday. ‘Snatcher’ 
ordinarily would have been held at 
$21,300, though this was consider- 
ably under expectations and may 
indicate that Cagney is beginning 
to slide a little at the New York 
box office. 

The Rivoli looks for $22,200, just 
behind Strand, on second week of 
‘I Cover the Waterfront,’ its best 
draw in some time. Picture is 
figured for four weeks, maybe five. 
Will be succeeded by ‘Lily Turner,’ 
a Warner booking. 

In terms of dollars, the Music 
Hall heads the New York list but 
at $45,000 or over the Joe E. Brown 
comedy, ‘Elmer the Great’ is very 
disappointing at the chromium- 
plated box offices over there. This 
is a new low by a big margin. 
House will have to go big to get 
$50,000 in view of everything. This 
is plenty worse than the previous 
week's takings of $60,000 on ‘Ador- 
able,’ brutal for a Gaynor. 

Paramount’s ‘International 
House’ this week shows a marked 
advance over recent weeks, in the 
neighborhood of $35,000 for a profit 
under its reduced nut, in compari- 
son with a red $17,600 the prior 
seven days. 

Capitol’s ‘The Nuisance’ (Lee 
Tracy) should be around $40,000, 
while the old Roxy, with ‘Night and 
Day’ hopes for $19,000, fair. 

Of the remaining houses, Mayfair, 
Rialto, Palace and State, the drop 
in business at the Rialto on ‘For- 
gotten Men,’ war freak, to $7,500 is 
pretty considerable. The first week 
was smashy at $22,500, but on the 
second seven days the decline was 
even more than it will be on the 
third. Second week was $10,500, but 
on the three, despite what the final 
seven days may mean, Arthur 
Mayer will have done nicely with 
‘Men.’ ‘Below Sea’ comes in Fri- 
day (2). 

Palace with Chevalier’s ‘Bedtime 
Story’ takes a rise currently to $10,- 
000 or better. State’s chances with 
‘Looking Forward’ (Lionel Barry- 
more) should augur not so far from 
$15,000, good. Palace, from plans, 
goes dark for the summer June 9, 
retry of vaude not holding up. 

Mayfair’s ‘When Strangers Marry’ 
not proving heavy b. o., probably 
around $8,500. Walter Reade ‘s 
papering the house considerably for 
appearances’ sake, and probably in 
the hope the pass recipients may 
get the Mayfair habit. Penny ar- 
cade stuff appeared in the lobby 
last week as an attention-attracter, 
with free looks for all and hot slide 
reproductions as a come-on. 

Although not getting off to a good 
start, Universal has hopes that its 
‘Be Mine Tonight,’ English-pro- 
duced musical, will build. Picture 
opened cold May 24 with no advance 
and will get only around $3,500 on 
the first week, but is showing signs 
of a pickup.- Yesterday’s business 
was better than the opening day, as 
well as better than Friday (26). U 
has the Crit for three weeks and is 
relying strongly on word-of-mouth 
at the b. 0. Company has the house 
at a reasonable rent and isn’t al- 
lowing much on the advertising 
budget. 

No two-a-day attractions on 
3roadway just now with Astor hav- 
ing darkened on ‘Hell Below’ Sun- 
day night (28) and the Gaiety on 





‘Reunion in Vienna’ Thursday night 
? 


Weather Shift May Resuscitate 
Wiltmg B'way Grosses; ‘Giant, 
23G; ‘Elmer, 456; ‘Nuisance, 406 


(25). Astor after 
alterations. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20), 
‘Hell Below’ (MG). After a run of 
just over five weeks, left this $2 
house dark Sunday night (28). 
Neither date nor next $2 picture 
which reopens it, are as yet set. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-99-$1.65). 
‘The Nuisance’ (MG) and stage 
show. Lee Tracy on screen and the 
Cotton Club Revue, with Ethel Wat- 
ers and others on stage, point to 
around $40,000, maybe better with 
any break at all. Last week ‘Peg 
o’ My Heart’ (MG) with Joan Blon- 
dell and Dick Powell on rostrum, 
$45,800, good. 

Criterion (S875: 25-75), ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ (U). Ends its first week 
tonight (Tuesday) at around $3,500, 
not good but foreign musical ex- 
hibits signs of building. U has 
house three weeks. 

Gaiety (811; 55-$1.10-$1.65), ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG). Closed its 
two-a-day $1.65 top run here Thurs- 
day night (25), house putting up the 
shutters. Picture got five weeks. 
Fox’s ‘Pilgrimage’ is in line to re- 
open Gaiety early in July. Fox has 
another to follow, ‘The Power and 
Glory.’ 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65), ‘When 
Strangers Marry’ (Col). Jack Holt 
action item, with holiday, may top 
$8,500 for an okay week. Predeces- 
sor, ‘Soldiers of Storm’ (Col) was 
poor, $4,100. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75), ‘Bed- 
time Story’ (Par) and _  vaude. 
Though not off to a strong start, 
$10,000 possibilities will mark nice 
advance over previous week's tak- 
ings of $6,100 on ‘Temple Drake’ 
(Par). Theatre goes dark June 9 
for the summer. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75), ‘In- 
ternational House’ (Par) and stage 
show. Getting a more decent play 
this week, with b. o. heading for 
$35,000. Last week ‘Girl in 419’ 
(Par) proved pretty unpopular, $17.- 
600, red. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 35- 
55-75), ‘Elmer the Great’ (WB) and 
stage show. Failing to excite inter- 
est at $45,000 or more than that. 
May be explained by fact Joe E. 
Brown never was a big New York 
draw plus week-end weather set- 
back. Previous incumbent, Janet 
Gaynor’s ‘Adorable’ (Fox) a disap- 
pointer, too, getting only $60,000. 
Columbia's ‘Cocktail Hour’ comes in 
Thursday (1). 

Rialto (2,000; 35-50-64), ‘Forgot- 
ten Men’ (Jewel) (3d week). Slip- 
ping pretty precipitously to $7,500 
on its third week. Second was $10,- 
500, a drop of over 50% from first 
seven days’ wow take of $22,506 re- 


reopens shortly 


ported. ‘Sea Below’ (Col) in Fri- 
day (2). 
Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85)—T 


Cover the Waterfront’ (UA) (2d 
week). Ending its second week to- 
night (Tuesday) at around $22,200, 
this one’s draft is considerably above 
average. First week was $34,800, a 
little under expectations gauged by 
opening but still big takings. 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 15-25-40)— 
‘Silver Cord’ (RKO), five days, and 
‘Song of Eagle’ (Par) three days. 
Duo on an eight-day engagement 
looks to $14,000 or better, nice un- 
der new straight film grind policy. 
In future changes will be on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, with 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Par) coming in 
this Saturday (3). Final week of 
stage shows, with ‘Hold Me Tight’ 
(Fox) on screen, hit new low of 


$12,300. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55)—‘Night 
and Day,’ and stage show. Indica- 
tions point to about $19,000, fair. 
Last week ‘Cheating Blondes’ only 
$15,000, red. 

State (2,900; 35-55-75)—‘Looking 
Forward’ (MG) and vaude. With 
holiday to help, take should be over 
$12,000, good. Last week ‘42d Street’ 
(WB) very big at $15,000. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75)—‘Little 
Giant’ (WB). Edward G. Robinson 
at the b. o. this week should mean 
at least $23,000 and will hold over. 
Cagney’s ‘Picture Snatcher’ (WB) 
proved weaker than previous Cag- 
neys, $21,300. 


Judge Yet to Pass on 
Ratoff Bankruptcy 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Though Referee in Bankruptcy 
Turnbuli instructed the trustee to the 
estate of Gregory Ratoff, bankrupt, to 
oppose a discharge in the matter, it 


has not been passed upon by the 
presiding judge in the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court. 

In the meantime, Ratoff denied 


that he had purchased jewels cost- 
ing $1,500 for his wife while in an 





insolvent condition, 
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DIGGERS IN TWO 


HOUSES, 166, 
WOWS DENY. 


— 


Denver, May 29. 

‘Gold Diggers of °'33,’ with world 
premieres at both the Aladdin and 
Orpheum is packing ’em in every 
night with standouts from 8-10 p. m. 
at both houses. 

Advance publicity sold the film to 
Denver and unusually enthusiastic 
word-of-mouth plugging kept it sold. 
Both houses will do better than in 
many months, but probably will not 
be held over as 4,100 seats in both 
houses are a lot of seats for a first- 
run any place. Picture will clean up 
plenty strong here in subsequent 


runs. 
Against this competition other 
houses down with the Denham 


yanking ‘Mussolini Speaks’ after a 
rotten three days and substituting 
‘Night of Terror.’ Second and sub- 
sequents feeling the pinch of ‘Gold 
Diggers,’ with Tabor headed for less 
than $4,000 with second-run and 
stage show. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ (WB), day 
and date with Orpheum. A wow, 
$5,500. Last week ‘Working Man’ 
(WB) rolled up $6,000, best gross 
since Aladdin went back to first-run. 
Arliss a natural for this house. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25) 
‘Mussolini Speaks’ .Col) Brutal at 
$2,000. Last week ‘Below the Sea’ 
(Col) wasn’t so hot and did only 
$3,000. 

‘Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-50) 
‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par). Off at 
$4,000. Last week ‘Secrets’ (UA) 
only $3,106. 

Orpheum (Orpheum) (2,600; 25- 
30-40) ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), day 
and date with Aladdin and Fred 
Schmitt and orchestra. A wow, 
$10,500, zowie trade. Last week 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) did only fair with 
$6,500 at the end of the week. 


Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
40) ‘Perfect Understanding’ (UA). 
Mild $2,400 indicated. Last week 
‘Made on Broadway (MG) $2,600, 


CHEERS IN CINCY: ALL 
ENJOYING BOOM BIZ 


Cincinnati, May 29. 
Theatres have gobs of competish 
this week. If biz during last half 
holds up to starting pace, the cur- 
rent combined gross will register 
a neat gain over last week. ‘Hell 
Below’ is drawing important money 


with I Cover the Waterfront’ and 
‘Lily Turner’ turning in good takes, 
and ‘Reunion in Vienna’ holding 
over for favorable boxoffice. 
Opposish includes season’s open- 
ing for the four local amusement 
parks, warm temperature and days 
and nights of intermittent showers. 
Sunday double-header ball games 
by the Reds and a three-day fight- 
ing-the-flames spectacle for the 
University of Cincinnati staged by 
a portion of the city fire department. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 30-55), ‘Hell 
Below’ (MG). Splurged in added 
space in this public prints. Ticketed 
for $13,000, beaucoup smiles. Last 
week ‘Adorable (Fox), $10,400, oke. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55), ‘I 
Cover the Wateifront’ (UA). Col- 
bert and melodrama fans patroniz- 
ing to tune of $9,000, nifty. Last 
week ‘Temple Drake’ (Par), dropped 
off to $6,800, fair, after fast start. 








Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55), ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ (MG). Pulling 
$5,000, okay, in second week, fol- 


lowing a dandy $9,000 for first seven 
days. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40), 
“Lilly Turner’ (FN). Chatterton 
registered her usually good open- 
ing, which should carry to $6,000, 
fine. Last week Arliss in ‘The 
Working Man’ (WB) opened mild 
but built to near $6,000 on audience 
raves. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30), ‘El- 
mer, the Great’ (WB), a second run 
and in for a full week. Should hit 

2,500, a win-nah! Last week 
‘Cohens and Kellys in Trouble’ (U) 


and ‘Forgotten’ (U), split week, 
fetched $1,600, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25), 
‘Cowboy Counsellor’ (Allied) and 
‘Man Hunt’ (RKO). Split week, 
$1,800, good. Last week ‘Whirl- 
wind (Col) and ‘Trick for Trick’ 


(Fox), $1,700, oke. 
Strand (1,160; 15-25), ‘High Gear’ 


(Mono) and five-act bill headlined 
by Mills-Shore revue sticking close 
to $3,000 average; ditto last week 
with ‘Shadow Laughs’ (Fischer) 
and vaude topped h- Five King 
Girls. 


FOX, DETROIT, ADDS 


Detroit, May 29. 
Resumption of stage shows at the 


Fox after town has been getting 
along for two months without any 
flesh is the outstanding note this 
week and looks very successful. 


Success may be due to the picture 
‘Adorable,’ but the stage attraction 
is helping. Gross is more than 100% 
better than preceding week. Other- 
wise town with two hold-over at- 








tractions is having another mild 
week. 

Chances for outstanding business 
is slim except at the Fox. The 
Michigan expected help from the 
Hearst papers with ‘Peg o’ My 
Heart’, but it didn’t pan out. The 


Downtown reverted to its previous 
policy of Wednesday night preview 
of succeeding picture, but ‘Silver 
Cord’ current is getting only class 
play, not sufficient b. o. to help 
much, 

Hold-overs are ‘Hell Below’ that 
goes into its third week, and ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ is in its second, 
both lukewarm at_b. o. 

Estimates for This Week 
Michigan (P-P) (4,045; 15-25 -35- 
40-55), ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG). A 
blah $7,000. Last week ‘Elmer the 
Great’ (FN) and ‘Girl in 419’ (Par) 
$8,500. 


Fox (Indie) (5,100; 15-25-35-40- 
55), ‘Adorable’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Big business with stage 
show’s resumption; ,(11,000. Last 


week ‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) and 
‘Hello, Sister’ (Fox) oke $5,000. 
United Artists (P-P) (2,018; 15- 
25-35-40-55), ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
(MG) (2d week). Hold-over week, 
mild $4,000. Last week ‘Reunion’ 
oke at $8,400. 

State (P-P) (3,000; 15-25-35-40- 
55), ‘Hell Below’ (MG) (3d week). 
Mild goin’, $3,800. Last week good 
at $7,800. 

Downtown (RKO (2,750; 15-25- 
35-40), ‘Silver Cord’ (RKO). 
at $3,000. Last week ‘Kiss Before 
the Mirror’ (U) $2,700, poor. 

Fisher (P-P) (2,665; 15-25-35-40), 
‘Made on Broadway’ (MG). 
ably $5,800, okay. Last 
‘Working Man’ (FN) oke at $6,000. 


Crawford, ‘Zoo,’ Lsew’s 
Vaudfilm, Top Mont’] 


Montreal, May 29. 
Three weeks of near-frost have 
ended winter here and the hea’ is: 
at last turned on with prospects of 
holding next four months with con- 
sequent drop in b.o. Film men are 
not excited about it, figuring things 
can’t be much worse any way and 
there’s always the tourist biz to 
help out some. 
Palace liable to top the town with 
‘Today We Live,’ and $11,009 will 
be plenty good enough. This house 
faded to $10,000 on Arliss in ‘\Vork- 
ing Man’ last week. Capitol had a 
good $11,500 last week on the 
Laurel-Hardy combo pic ‘Devil’s 
Brother,’ and isn’t likely to beat 
$10,000 currently with ‘Zoo in Buda- 
pest’ and ‘Pleasure Cruise.’ Loew’s 
has built up a connection after three 
months of better than average 
vaude and will rely on the bill again 
rather than on ‘Phantom Broadcast’ 
for $10,500. 
Princess has again a brace of 
British in ‘Looking on the Bright 
Side’ and ‘Fires of Fate,’ and may 
get $6,000. French film houses, Im- 
perial and Cinema de Paris, should 
do about average. 
Opening of Amusement Park and 
country resorts with increase of 
motoring will crab the nabes next 
few months. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 25- 
1.50). French Operetta Company. 
Again the subscription shows here 
which will average the usual $6,000. 
Last week ‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ stock 
company, stood up nicely at $3,000. 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Today 
We Live’ (MG). Should do fairly 
well for the off-season and may 
climb up $11,000. Last week ‘Work- 
ing Man’ (WB) down to $10,000. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50) ‘Zoo in 
Budapest’ (Fox) and ‘Pleasure 
Cruise’ (Fox). Best hope is for 
$10,000, maybe less. Last week 
‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG) and ‘Men 
Must Fight’ (WB), above average 
bill, got good $11,500. 
Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 60) ‘Phantom 
Broadcast’ (Mono) and vaude. Lat- 
ter will account for most of $10,500 
gross. Last week ‘Sailor’s Luck’ 
(Fox) and vaude split $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50) ‘Look- 
ing on Bright Side’ (Brit) and ‘Fires 
of Fate’ (Brit). Can gross $6,000 
with Old Country vote. Last week 
‘Circus Queen Murder’ (Col) and 
‘When Strangers Marry’ (Col) 
grossed $5,000. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,900; 
50) ‘Criminelle’ (French). May get 
around $800. Last week ‘Roger La 
Honte’ and ‘Trois Mousquetaires’ 
about $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25) ‘L’Homme a L’Hispano.’ 
Usual $750. Last week hold-over 
of ‘Tete d’un Homme’ $600, ; 











VODE, DOUBLES GROSS 


Poor |this week and may come back out 
of the dumps that has been the fare 
over the past month. 
some of the product has been fair, 
Prob- |this week’s billings are the first 
week |that have any weight for a 
stretch. 


accorded the first week of vaude- 
ville at the Rialto, George Monroe 
and Cal Bard announce the con- 
tinuance of the policy. 


a year and the appearance is balm 


Tacoma Seems Strictly 
A Two-Theatre Town 


Tacoma, May 29. 


This looks like a_ two-theatre 
burg. The two neighborly-located 
Roxy and Music Box getting about 
all the biz, with Blue Mouse a prob- 
lem. Burlesque and musicals 
pepped up that house for a spurt, 
then weakened and now straight 
pix policy being tried again, with 
the result a struggle. Music Box 
looks oke with ‘Secrets’ and ‘Work- 
ing Man.’ 

Roxy offers split week that has 
earmarks of real draw power, ‘Clear 
All Wires’ and ‘Today We Live.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25) 
‘Working Man’ (WB) and ‘Secrets’ 
(UA) split, latter for four days. 
Looks for a big $4,500. Last week, 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Par) for two days, 
great at $2,000; then ‘Sins of Love’ 
(Ind) with mats for women only, 
nights, men only; female and male 
lecturers respectively, and admish 
raised to 35c. straight, at $3,000 
making the week gross $5,000, ex- 
cellent. 

Roxy (JVH) (1,300; 10-25) ‘Clear 
All Wires’ (MG); ‘Today We Live’ 
(MG), split. Going for $4,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Black Beauty’ (Shef), 
‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) split, very 
good $4,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25) ‘Sweepings’ (RKO), ‘Terror 
Abroad’ (Par), split week. Looks 
to do only $1,200, bad. Last week, 
i (RKO) terrible flop, 
1,000. 


‘Be Mine’ Builds to H.0.; 
Lincoln’s Biz Improves, 
Rialto’s Vaude Clicks 


Lincoln, Neb., May 29. 
Biz is up a little on the opening 











Although 


long 
Well satisfied with the turnout 


This is the 
first vaude in town for more than 


to this pic-sick show town. An 
intra-state tour has been laid out 
embracing about nine houses, so a 
month’s work can be had by any 
ur it on tour. 

Joe Cooper of the Lincoln Thea- 
tre Cerp. has been in town again 
and it was expected to see the 
Stuart gate drop from the High 55c. 
scale, but it hasn’t occurred as yet. 
Rumor has it that the gate is being 
maintained so that if competish 
makes vaude compulsory for LTC, 
there won’t be the need for jacking 
up the gate. 

This week ‘Warrior’s Husband’ is 
about as n.ce a pic as the town 
affords and is playing at the Lin- 
coln. ‘Secrets’ goes in the Stuart 
for dubious possibilities. The State 
goes horror again presenting a 
‘Night of Terror,’ which should 
click moderately here. 

Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (LTC) (650; 10-15-20) 
‘Bondage’ (Fox). Looks well set in 
this house; nice $800. Last week, 
‘Broadway Bad’ (WRB) and ‘Silver 
Dollar’ (FN), split had a nice week 


at $750. 
Linco!n (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25) 
‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Fox). Has 


money strength in this spot; nice 
$2,100 in sight. Last week, ‘Work- 
ing Man’ (WB), was the toast of 
the town; okay at $2,200. 


Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 


reported weekly. 





NEW YORK 


Comparative Grosses for May 


Total of grosses during May for towns and houses listed as previously 
Dates given are the closing day of the week. 









































































































































‘Hello, Sister’ (Fox). “About ¢ 
average picture in this spot, ««. 
ing fancy, $700. Last week ‘/ 
the Ball’ (Par) and ‘Fle 
Cruise’ (Par), split, so-soed, $6vv. 
Rialto (Monroe-Bard) (1,000; 10- 
15) ‘Child of Manhattan’ (Col) and 
‘Virtue’ (Col), split, and Jack Mere- 
dith’s ‘Surprise Party’ unit on the 
stage. Has swell pull at this price. 
Maybe $1,500. 

State (Monroe) (500; 10-15-25) 
‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U). Held over 
for three days; $1,500 in all. ‘Be 
Mine’ built all the way after a 
dawdling start. ‘Night of Terror’ 
(Col) comes in next. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-35- 
55-60) ‘Secrets’ (UA). Only fair at 
this house; possible $2,200. Last 
week ‘Adorable’ (Fox) couldn’t limp 
along to any great b.o. reaction. 
about $2,100. 





Frank Gets Chance at Meg 
Hollywood, May 29. 
While waiting for a picture on 
which to demonstrate a pre-produc- 
tion picture preparation plan, which 
he has sold B. P. Schulberg, Na- 
thaniel Frank is acting as associate 
director with Elliot Nugent on 
‘Three Cornered Moon’, 
He’s a former portrait photog and 
little theatre stager. This is his first 

























































































April 27 May 4 May 11 May 18 

CAPITOL Today We Today We Looking White Sister 
(5,400; 35-75-99- Live Live Forward $40,000 

$1.65) $61,000 $38,000 $47,600 
High.$110,400 (24 week) 
Low.. 16,000} Stage Show 
PARA- Be Mine Supernatural Song Eagle Temple 

MOUNT Tonight $23,800 $18,800 Drake 
(3,664; 35-55-75) $25,600 $27,900 
High. $95,000} Stage Show 
Low.. 14,000 
RKO ROXY | World Gone Cavalcade Diplo- India Speaks 
(3,525; 35-55-75) Mad $34,100 maniacs $24,000 
High. $71,000 $36,100 $25,300 (New Low) 
Low.. 24,000] Stage Show 

ROXY High Gear Humanity Past Mary | Hello Sister 
(6,200; 25-35-55) $22,000 $19,500 Holmes $25,500 
High .$173,600 $20,000 
Low.. 7,000] Stage Show ms et 

MAYFAIR M Bordage Alimony Big Cage 
(2,220; 25-85-75) $8,000 - $11,900 Madness $9,000 
High. $53,800 $3,500 
Low.. 3,500 (3d week) (4 Days) 

STRAND 42d St. 42d St. 42d St. Central 
(2,900; 25-35-65- $19,400 $17,200 Airport 

75) $23,700 (7th week) (8th week) $16,200 

High. $78,800 
Low.. 6,500! (6th week) ; 
April 27 May 4 May 11 May 18 

CHICAGO Today We Central Barbarian Ex-Lady 
(3,940; 35-55-75) Live Airport $23,900 $24,700 
High. $54,500 $30,100 $18,500 . 

Low.. 18,500} Stage Show (6 Days) 

ORIENTAL Bedtime Bedtime Cavalcade Cavalcade 
*(3,200; 35-55) Story Story $13,500 $8,000 
High. $30,000 $11,200 $6,900 (24 week) 
Low.. 5, (2d week) 

PALACE Sweepings King Kong King Kong Kiss Before 
(2,756; 40-65-83) $25,000 $24,000 $13,000 Mirror 
High. $25,000 Vaude (2d week) $18,500 
Low.. 5,000 

* Reduced scale. 

% April 27 May 4 May 11 May 18 

E Pleasure Cavalcade White Sister |Zoo Budapest 
(2,024; 25-40) - Cruise $13,900 $17,400 $8,700 
High, $48,000 $9,000 
Low.. 5,000| Stage Show be 

PARA- Bedt.me Bedtime Song Eagle Strictly 

MOUNT Story Story $10,300 Personal 

(3,595; 25-50) $16,300 $12,100 $12,600 
High. $57,800/ Stage Show (2a week) 

Low.. 5,600 Pike 

HOLLY- Grand Slam ! Central Elmer Great |Mind Reader 

WOooD $6,700 Airport $6,500 $9,600 

(2,756; 25-65) $7,200 
High. $37,800 
Low.. 3,100 oe ri Mel iad 

DOWN- 42d St. Central Elmer Great |Mind Reade: 

TOWN and Airport $11,000 $7,000 

(1,800; 25-70) Grand Slam $11,250 
High. $38,000 $10,000 
Low.. 5500/ Vaude _ Re ae SS. OCS ae 

BROOKLYN 
Apr. 27 May 4 May 11 | May 18 

PARA- Lady’s Pro- 

MOUNT fession 
(4,000; 25-35-55- $16,800 

795) Stage Show |! (Dark) 
High. $80,000 
Low.. 11,300 BESS Ere ae 
High Gear Infernal Out All Bondage 
(4,000; 25-35-50) $11,100 Machine Night $14,000 
eee Pre Stage Show $13,000 $13,000 
0 SRE eee Se pe cbt. ate Tent, col ae 

METRO- Today We Secrets Looking White Sister 

POLITAN Live $31,000 Forward $22,000 
(3,000; 25-35-65- $20,000 $20,000 

75) Vaude 
ee Te 
PS Ga bc LEO LF Le AE 

*ALBEE Sweepings Cavalcade Cavalcade Diplo- 
(3,500; 25-35-55) $18,500 $25,000 $13,300 maniacs 
High. $40,000 Vaude (2a week) $15,500 
Low.. 10,000 tees: ee CK pi 

STRAND 42d St. 42d St. 42d St. 42d St. 
(2,000; 25-35-50) $15,000 $17,600 $13,300 $10,000 
High. $28,500 (4th week) (5th week) (6th week) (7th week) 
Low.. 4,000 

eo SS nn ee ak Tie ae 

April 27 May 4 May 11 _May 18 _ 

RKO Sweepings So This Is Kiss Before Below Sea 
MEMORIAL $18,500 Africa Mirror $11,500 

(4,000; 35-50) Vaude $14,900 $10,500 
High. $41,200 
Low.. 6,140 a) Se) ee stk 

BOSTON Big Cage Out All Sweepings | World Gone 
(4,000; 25-40-55) and Night $7,000 Mad 
High. $23,000} Christopher $10,000 $8,090 
Low.. 4,000 $8,800 

. Vaude ~ oir 

METRO- Bedtime Cavalcade Song of the |Working Man 

POLITAN Story $24,800 Eagle $20,700 
(4,330; 35-50-65) $27,200 $15,700 
High. $66,000} Stage Show 
Low ee 14,000 . a ae 

April 27 May 4; May 11 | May 18 

STATE Bedtime Cavalcade White Sister Central 

2,200; 55) Story $7,000 $6,300 Airport 
High. $28,000 $7,800 $4,400 
Low.. 3,800 a - 
ORPHEUM King Kong Vampire Bat Sweepings Christopher 

(2,890; 55) $12,000 $14,500 $3,500 $4,000 
High. $25,000/} Stage Show (White’s (6 days) 
Low.. 2,500 Scandals) 

LYRIC Clear Wires | Hello Sister | Murder Zoo! Elmer Great 

(1,300; 35) $2,800 $1,900 $1,700 $3,800 
High. $17,000 (6 days) 

Low.. 1,200 . a _ 
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(Continued on page 22) 
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Eagle’ King Jazz 
Follow Temple's 
Top Biz in Prov. 





Providence, May 29. 

Wonder of wonders—a straight 
picture house has actually gone and 
done it. Yes sir, a flicker stand has 
at last been able to eclipse stage 
opposish, a phenomenon: not wit- 
nessed in these parts for what 
seems ages. 

With hot, sultry weather as an 
added foe the Paramount was the 
only stand along the main stem 
that could boast of a packed open- 
ing despite the fact that stage com- 
petition is stiffer than ever, and is 
being gobbled up in big chunks by 
the natives. Not in months has a 
picture stand been able to put it 
over the theatres with flesh like the 
present stanza, and naturally the 
Paramount's showing is the talk of 
showmen here. 

Why the sudden rush towards the 
flicker screen is hard to fathom. 
Paramount theatre has had better 
shows than the present double fea- 
ture bill which includes ‘Eagle and 
the Hawk’ and ‘King of Jazz, 
Prices are the same, and the house 
isn’t giving anything away, nor is 
it making any special effort to plug 
the bill. But the fact remains that 
on opening day with the heat plenty 
forte nearly very stand was de- 
serted but the Paramount. 

Which picture is bringing the fans 
in can't be judged as both are get- 
ting the comments. Business up at 
least 75% over what the house has 
been getting since the first of the 
year. 

Last week the Paramount eased 
into a money position in the face 
of several tough breaks. The major 
one was the attempt to ban “Temple 
Drake.’ When police censor okayed 
the picture over the protests of 
Catholic clergy the film received a 
terrific panning in the ‘Visitor,’ 
Catholic organ of the Rhode Island 
diocese. The column and a half 
editorial built the business up to a 
point where the house was able to 
get out of the red, and apparently 
the notoriety came as a blessing to 
this very much harassed stand. 

The build-up came just a time 
when Fay’'s, just around the cerner 
from the Paramount, slashtd prices 
down to 40c and was heavily 
plugged a swell screen and vaude- 
ville line-up. But Fay’s is dark 
today, just one week after it made 

“a bold stab to get the money, and 
failed. kid Fay has put the shutters 
on his pet house for the summer 
months, rather than face the un- 
certainty of the hot spell. 

Fay’s has always been in the 
money, that is, it was until Loew’s 
State changed its straight picture 
policy to vaudeville and films, and 
with the change brought about an 
over-emphasis of flesh shows, which 
for menths have been eclipsing 
everything else here. Since the 
Loew’s shift Fay’s has lost plenty, 
and with a startling abruptness this 
old vaude stand closed Friday (26). 

With closing of Fay’s, it figured 
the other two combo stands, Albee 
and Loew's State would profit, but 
such proved not to be the case at 
the opening. 

The improvement noted at the 
Paramount cannot also be said of 
the only two other straight picture 
Stands, Majestic and the RKO Vic- 
tory. Situation about the same at 
both spots, off, and very discourag- 
ing to say the least. The same can 
apply to the RKO Albee and Loew's. 

Anatole Friedland topping the 
vaude at the RKO Albee, and this 
is also another case where the flesh 
will have to do all the work to pull 
Ann Carver's Profession,’ on the 
@creen, out of the doldrums. 

‘Adorable,’ playing on a twin Dill 
at the Majestic, not likely to show 
much strength, even though this 
stanza marks the second week of 
new low prices. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fay’s (1.600; 15-40). House dark 
for the summer. Last week ‘Big 
Cage’ (U) was disappointment de- 


Spite the fact that it had the ad- 
vantage of a cut in prices, and a 
stage show that included the Dun- 
can Sisters and several other vaude 
acts, with an all-colored revue with 
22 entertainers; way off at $4,000. 
Loew’s State (3,200; 15-40) ‘Bar- 
barian’ (MG) and vaude. Radio 
Rubes on stage heading best vaude 
bill since change in policy. Feature 
picture weak, and not exactly what 
the natives were looking for after 
the swell build-up for Novarro by 
the house. In the face of the topsy- 
turvey situation it doesn’t look as 
though there will be any more than 
$8,000 coming in for the week. Last 
week ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) was 
plenty high-class for the vaudeville 
rabble, and as a consequence the 
gross was lower than what it has 
been at $8,500. 
Majestic (Fay) 
‘Adorable’ (Fox) 
Scarlet’ (WW). Just another week 
for this spot, which up until re- 
cently seemed to be always in the 
money. 
over $4,000, 


(2,200; 15-40) 
and ‘Study in 


ff. Last week ‘Central 








Lucky if the gross will go! 


Airport’ (FN) and ‘Justice Takes a 


Holiday’ (Mayfair) was about the 
same. 
Paramount (2,200; 15-40) ‘Eagle 


and the Hawk’ (Par) and ‘King of 
Jazz’ (U), Bill oke, but house has 
had better. Nevertheless, business 
is picking up. Last week ‘Temple 
Drake’ (Par) and ‘Be Mine Tonight’ 
(U) soared on the strength of at- 
tempt to ban Faulkner yarn; slid a 
bit in the end, but $5,800 was plenty 
satisfactory. 


RKO Albee (2,200; 15-40) ‘Ann 
Carver’ (RKO) and vaude. Flesh 
entertainment will be largely re- 


sponsible for holding things up at 
this stand. Business not so rosy 
at the outset, but with a slight 
build-up gross may reach close to 
$6,000; n.s.g. Last week ‘Silver 
Cord’ (RKO) was another just so- 
so at $5,100. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25) ‘India 
Speaks’ (RKO). Just getting the 
curious ones, but not many of them 
either. House spent plenty plug- 
ging this feature, but with opposish 
strongest ever the gross can’t pos- 
sibly climb over $2,200. Last week 
‘Fighting for Justice’ (Col) and 
‘Sweepings’ RKO) was also a fizzle 
at $1,600. 








Summer’s Here, ’n’ How, 
But Wash. Not Too Bad 


Washington, May 29. 

The boys have given up kidding 
themselves. Summer is here. One 
house manager estimated that there 
were 30,000 people in one city park 
‘alone over the week-end. 

Fact that government employes 
have 15% less dough than last year 
and that 13 banks are still shut 
adds to the theatre boys’ long faces. 

Rialto folds for the summer after 
this week. Ran two weeks longer 
than last season with revival of 
‘King of Jazz’ and rental of house 
for ‘Seventh Commandment.’ ‘King 
of Jazz’ was pretty weak but got 
by. ‘Commandment’ was plugged as 
sex stuff for adults only and being 
first of kind in months will do fair 
$4,700. All in all Rialto season was 
better than last year. 

‘Adorable’ at Palace got plenty of 
ballyhoo, including nice breaks on 
music pages, and in ‘midwinter 
would get a good $17,000; as it 
stands it is headed for only $12,000, 
which Compared to other local 
srossés this week is o.k. 

Keith’s is playing Gene Dennis in 
second week with ‘Ann Carver's 
Profession’ on screen. Week will 
be way off but it’s more the fault 
of the pic than the mind-reader, 
who co-operated for some nice press 
breaks. Miss Dennis is knocking 
cold those who go for that kind of 
stuff, but class here is limited. 

Fox is making fight to keep on 
top with Collegiate Humor week. 
‘The Devil's Brother’ and Herb Wil- 
liams on stage makes swell bill for 
exploitation along that line, Each 
night is dedicated to lccal school 
and boys shot plenty of direct plug- 
ging onto campuses, Even _ s80, 
they'll be lucky to get over $16,500, 
which in winter season would be 
low. Hoping for rain on Memorial 
Day which would pull week up, but 
if sunshine continues there’s not 
much hope. : 

Estimates for This Week 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70), ‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par) 
and vaude. Welcome Lewis head- 
ing stage bill. Off with everybody 
else. Maybe light $14,800. Last 
week ‘Little Giant’ (FN) went way 
down to low $14,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60), ‘Devil's Brother’ (MG) and 
vaude. Herb Williams on stage 
helping week, which is plugging one 
local college every night as Collegi- 
ate Humor Week. Should see much 
better, but headed for light $16,500. 
Last week ‘Secrets’ (U) and Smith 
Ballew’s orchestra did business of 
town but was only fair $16,800 at 
that. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50-60), ‘Ann Carver's Profession’ 
(RKO) and Gene Dennis. Repeat 
week on Dennis. Mystic is still go- 
ing over big with those who fall 
for her line, but Washington is bit 
leery of that sort of thing. With 
Fay Wray heading pic after play- 
ing in three previous shows at house 
lately week will be lucky to better 
$5,000. Last week Gene and ‘Silver 
Cord’ (RKO) turned in o.k. $8,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60), ‘Adorable’ (Fox). Plenty of 
ballyhoo even hitting music pages. 
Light $12,000 will be o.k. compara- 
tively. Last week ‘Hell Below’ 
(MG) was sold as epic of navy and 
opened big with premiere but 
proved a bit too heavy for femmes 
and slipped toward end to fair $13,- 
500. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-50-60), 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par). Probable 
light $5,000. Last week second of 
repeat run of ‘Working Man’ (WB) 
following big week at Earle, down 
to $3,000, 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 15-25-35-40-50), 
‘Seventh Commandment’ (Indie). 
House rented for last week of sea- 
son for sex drama for adults only. 
Seems headed for fair $5,000. Last 
week revival of ‘King of Jazz’ got 
light $3,500. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
35-40), ‘Trick for Trick.’ Maybe 
fair $2,000. Last week ‘Terror 
Aboard’ got same 





HEAT WILTING PITT’S 
B. 0.’S; PEG,’ 106, TOPS 
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Pittsburgh, May 

Heat continues to slap grosses 
right and left around here. That 
was the case last week, and pros- 
pects look pretty much the same 
for current session. 

It's now reached the point where 
a $10,000 gross in either of the two 
big-seaters downtown is considered 
a tremendous take. 

Best outlook this week is for 
‘Adorable’ at the Fulton, where 
Gaynor is expected to pull around 
$4,500. That’s not up to the usual 
Gaynor business, but everything 
considered, it’s not to be sneezed 
at. In fact, after recent takings at 
this site, it’s pretty okay. ‘Peg o’ 
My Heart,’ with usual splurge of 
Hearst exploitation and good re- 
views from other papers, too, for a 
change, should hover around $10,000 
at the Penn. 

Rave notices for ‘Little Giant’ at 
Stanley will help, but Robinson is 
another like Cagney locally at the 
b.o.; neither of ’em have ever meant 
much here, and nobody can figure 
it out. Probably $8,500 for ‘Giant,’ 
nothing near what it deserves to do. 
Davis will have tough sledding with 
‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ and ‘Below 
the Sea,’ with $2,750 in prospect, 
while Warner will hit $5,500, with 
‘Eagle and the Hawk,’ plenty oke. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40) 
‘Kiss Before Mirror’ (U) and ‘Below 
the Sea’ (Col). An all-right combo, 
but they have to be considerably 
more than all right these days to 
get above water. About $2,750 
looked for. Last week ‘Ex-Lady’ 
(WB) and ‘Unwritten Law’ (Maj) 
in neighborhood of $2,500. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40) ‘Adorable’ (Fox). Gaynor the 
magnet and some additional inter- 
est in new French actor, Henry 
Garat, should enable this one to 
gather presentable $4,500. Not bad 
at all. Last week ‘A Lady’s Pro- 
fegsion’ (Par) terrible at $2,900. 

’ Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ (MG). A 
rather pleasant surprise and should 
not be too short of stop-go mark 
at $10,000. Hearst splurge won't 
hurt and fairly decent reviews from 
other papers, too, for a change. Last 
week ‘Reunion in Vienna’ (MG) a 
disappointment at $9,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Little Giant’ (FN). Crackerjack 
Robinson comedy should be an 
entry for the big dough, but it isn’t 
simply because Robinson has never 
properly caught on here; looks like 
$8,500. That's about a grand better 
than last week's ‘Silver Cord’ 

RKO). 

a (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par). Fly- 
ing stuff apparently not washed up 
as b.o. material. This one will hit 
excellent $5,500. Last week ‘Pic- 
ture Snatcher’ (WB) around $4,300. 


Weather’s Hurting 
Balto Boxoffices; 
‘Peg’ Best, $14,000 


Baltimore, May 29. 
Sudden heat has shriveled the 
box-office. With the thermometer 
hopping around in the 90's, and giv- 
ing May a dose of mid-August heat, 
the theatre cash-registers are slow- 
ing down to a doleful pace. Weather 


is wholly unseasonal, and the dip 
at the ticket-office follows suit. 

Receipts currently are off as much 
as 20% from the grosses of the past 
month, Century, which last month 
rarely dipped below $15,000, is now 
running a $10,000-$11,000 pace; Hipp 
is down to $9,000 from a regular 
$13,000 gait, with the other theatres 
similarly depressed. It’s just one of 
those things, and until the town 
either gets accustomed to the heavy 
heat, or the thermometer grows 
more rational, the grosses are likely 
to remain on the wrong side of the 
books. 

About the best bet in town cur- 
rently is the Century, where the 
best all-around screen and stage 
strength is to be had. On the drop 
is ‘Peg o’ My Heart,’ with the flesh 
item being ‘Whoopee,’ the latter 
strongly ballyhooed as under the 
personal supervision of Eddie Can- 
tor, and that Cantor label in type 
large enough to be misleading to the 
hasty reader. Together they present 
an attraction that will hold the Cen- 
tury up, and give :* a much better 
rating than it drew last week, when 
business dived miserably. 

Hippodrome continues to run at 
extremely low speed. House has been 
battling for attractions lately, be- 
ing especially lean on its film end 
with only RKO under contract. 
Currently taking an indie ‘Constant 
Woman,’ which is proving meaning- 
less at the box-office despite the 
play-up of the Eugene O'Neill tag. 
More important is the house’s vaude 











rep and Harold Stern orchestra in 
person. However, will not be over’ 





$10,000 this week, which means off ! 
trade, 

New theatre is back to Friday 
»penings with the rest of the mob, 
switching to Fridays from Mondays 
when ‘Adorable’ took an _ unex- 
plained and wholly unexpected wal- 
lopping last week; Janet Gaynor | 
flick being yanked after five days 
after having gone in with the ex- 
pectations of doing a fortnight. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-Ua) (3,000; 25- 
35-40-55-65) ‘Peg o' My Heart’ 
(MG) and ‘Whoopee’ on _ “stage. 
About the strongest array of box- 
oflice bait in town, with the usual 
heavy spreading of the Hearst rags 
for the Marion Davies film, while 
the ‘Whoopee’ show is making much 
of the association of Eddie Cantor. 
Will jump house to $14,000, very 
good in view of present slump of 
local theatres. Last week was 
off badly as ‘Song of the Eagle’ 
(Par) finished at $11,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.500; 
25-35-40-55-65) ‘Constant Woman’ 
(KBS) and vaude. Relying on 
Harold Stern’s orchestra for name 
strength. Will help, but not enough. 
House perks only slightly above 
previous week's gross to indicated 
$11,000, fair. House is. buying pic- 
tures from week to week, which is 
working a hardship, since the close 
bookings leave little time for proper 
exploitation. Last week. slid sharply 
to take meagre $9,800 for ‘Woman I 
Stole’ (Col) and meaningless vaude 
lineup. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 30- 
40-50) ‘Eagle and the Hawk’ (Par). 
Fredric March name is doing a 
little for the women in the crowd, 
though the shopping ladies have 
hotter attractions elsewhere. House 
is suffering in the downward slide 
with the rest of the houses. Maybe 
$4,000, fair enough, considering. 
Last week the linking up of ‘Sanc- 
tuary’ with the film put ‘Temple 
Drake’ (Par) across to better than 
average business at $4,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-40- 
50) ‘Hold Me Tight’ (Fox). House 
is down again, and the Dunn- 
Eilers combo doesn’t indicate more 
than $3,500 at the wicket. Last 
week, ‘Adorable’ (Fox) was a most 
startling disappointment after an 
excellent start, finishing the week 
in a terrific slump at $2,500, doing 
five days instead of seven. Inex- 
plicable in a town that has always 


| hair-splitters. 


Chicago Sees Red as Fair Opens: 
‘Girl in 419, Palace, Only $13,000 


Chicago, May 29 

Rusiness is poor, 

That fact applies to the current 
week and it certainly applied to the 
week just ended. Whether it's prod- 
uct or weather, is a matter for the 
Meanwhile, from Sat- 
urday (27) and onward the World's 


Fair was roaring into its first week 
and anybody who fancies that's go- 
ing to help either matinees or 
nights is unacquainted with the 
scope of said Fair, the opportu- 
nities for exhausting the amuse- 
ment budget within its confines, 
and the physical exhaustion of 


tramping its grounds. 

Orchestra Hall opens June 1 with 
‘Forgotten Men,’ minus Joe Lee, 
who isn’t coming west to exploit 
it. That makes two film parlors 
on the ritz boulevard, as the Play- 
house is now dedicated to the 
cinema. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and stage 
show. Back to Friday openings at 
last. In view of World's Fair open- 
ing certain to make it tough don’t 
look to better $22,000 or so. Last 
week eight days of ‘Peg O’ My 
Heart’ (MG) got $25,500, okay. 

Majestic (Gregory) (1,996 ;10-20- 
30) ‘Cheating Blondes’ (Chest) and 
vaude. Usual run of Monogram 
features interrupted to accommo- 
date this Chesterfield opus. House 
building a clientele but having some 
hardships last week or two. Influx 
of visitors should give house good 
summer. May have to boost prices 
because of overhead. Around $4,500 
this week. Last week about the 
same with ‘High Gear’ (Mono). 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-55) 
‘Devil’s Brother’ (MG). Headed for 
$6,500. Last week ‘Zoo in Budapest’ 
(Fox) got $5,400. 

Paiace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83) 
‘Girl in 419’ (Par) and vaude. Looks 
like $13,000 and that means car- 
mine. Same last week with ‘Below 
the Sea’ (Col). House in slump. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55) ‘Hell Below’ (MG) (3rd week). 
Holding up pretty well, $6,000. Sec- 
ond week got $8,500. ‘I Cover the 





taken care of Janet Gaynor at the 
boxoffice, 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
40-55-65) ‘Working Man’ (WB). Not 
much doing for Arliss film at this 
somewhat out-of-the-way theatre. 
Flicker of the pleasant sort usually 
relegated to the Century, and cer- 
tainly more suited to the vaudfilm 
house than this mammoth arena. 
Gross slides down currently to $11,- 
000, weakish. Previous session was 
plenty oke for ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
(MG) on ) ere trade, notices and 
the pre-opening publicity anent 
censorship angles, on all counts 
adding to fine $14,900. 


B’ham Grosses NSB 


Birmingham, May 29. 
Every house in town now except 
one, the old Pantages, is open and 
attempting to do business. How- 
ever, reopening of Ritz scheduled 
for Saturday (27) had to be post- 


poned until next Saturday because 
new seats failed to arrive in time. 

Jefferson opened Saturday (27) 
with a marathon policy with Edith 
Ambler Stock Company on stage. 
Picture, shorts, vaudeville, and one 
hour stage play is the diet and this 
week's show runs three hours. The 
price, three nickels. Ambler com- 
pany has just closed an 18-week run 
in same house with straight stock. 
When business began to freeze 
house was wired for pictures. Busi- 
ness Saturday and Sunday was 
great. 








Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 25-35- 
40)—‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par), and 
‘Made on Broadway’ (MG), split. 
House is catching up on bookings at 
last; business light this week, $5,- 
500. Last week ‘Today We Live’ 
(MG) about $6,000. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Pleas- 
ure Cruise’ (Fox), and ‘Silver Cord’ 
(RKO). Second of split-week runs, 
$1,000. Last week ‘Face in Sky’ 
eee). and ‘Parole Girl’ (Col), $1,- 
200. 

Jefferson (Indie) (2,000; 15)— 
‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff) and a 
goofy stage policy. While policy is 
something of an experiment, busi- 
ness pretty good, around $2,000. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Death Kiss’ (WW). Another mur- 
der mystery, $900. Last week ‘Should 
a Woman Teil?’ $1,100. 

Galax (Wilby) (500; 15)—‘Tangled 
Fortunes,’ and ‘Justice Takes a 
Holiday.’ Double program in an ef- 
fort to take some of the business 


away from second runs, $1,000, may- 





be Last week 
(RKO) $300, 


‘Men of America’ | 


Waterfront’ (UA), comes in Satur- 
day (3) giving ‘Hell’ a full three 
weeks. 


COLUMBUS GIVES IN 
COMPLETELY TO HEAT 


Columbus, May 29. 


Heat, heat and more heat has 
killed show biz here completely 
through the past week and into the 
opening of the present. Nothing is 
getting a run for its money, with 
this week's figurees all set for 
worse than bad after last week’s 
dropped completely to zero. 

Loew’s Broad and RKO Majestic 
went double feature beginning this 
stanza, with new low admit scale 
of 30c. top. Not doing them a bit 
of good so far, however, with public 
questioning value of § features. 
Heavy publicity on this doing no 
ood. 

Ohio with ‘Hell Below’ and Palace 
with ‘Temple Drake’ only two 
houses getting any break at all— 
and that’s not much, 

Hartman folded after just three 
weeks of vaudfilm,. no biz plus high 
prices paid orchestra and other help 
causing the collapse. Neth plan- 
ning to reopen in the fall, however. 
House being redecorated now. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40)— 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par). Only a weak 
$3,500. Last week ‘Silver Cord 
(RKO), died at $4,400. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Hell Below’ (MG). Top for the 
week at $5,500 which is still plenty 
bad, however, Last week ‘The Bar- 
barian’ (MG) and Sanabria’s Tele- 
vision on stage dove at close to 








garner just $7,000. 
Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-30) 
—Warriors Husband’ (Fox and 


‘Reform Girl’ (Ind). First week of 
double-feature policy, very mild 
$2,500 in sight. Last week ‘Zoo in 


Budapest’ (Fox) died completely 
hitting record low of $2,200. 
Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 


‘Elmer the Great’ (FN). Blah, only ' 
$2,800. Last week “Ex-Lady’ (WB) 
dove to mere $2,400. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-30)— 
‘Woman I Stole’ (Col) and ‘King 
Murder.’ First week of double fea- 
tures, will see light $2,000 into the 
til. Last week ‘Humanity’ mild at 
$1,300. 

Hartman (Neth) (1,100; 25-40).— 
Closed for summer after only three 





weeks of vaude film. Last week 
lack of cooling system killed thig 
one completely, take for feature 
film plus six acts of vaud being 


less than $1,800, 
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No picture ever grossed more! No 
picture ever broke so many records! 


No picture ever made more for 


the Exhibitors of the World! 
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CASH IN on the vast new audience created by Cantor 
on the air—the 40,000,000 people who follow his coast- 


to-coast broadcasts! 


CASH IN on the current craze for musicals with this, 
the greatest money-making musical ever made! 





CASH IN on the gorgeous color of this production — 
THE only 100% all-technicolor musical on the market today. 


SRLS 


CASH IN on the millions of addi- 
tional movie fans created by Cantor’s 
two recent smashes,“PALMY DAYS” 
and “THE KID FROM SPAIN” 
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MUSIC HALL 
New York, May 25. 

The stage show here this week, in 
three parts, is pleasing and accept- 
able, but offers nothing outstanding 
in support of ‘Elmer the Great’( WB), 
a Joe E. Brown comedy and third 

Warner picture to play the theatre. 

The Brown picture does not land 
Brown on laughs as stoutly as oth- 
ers have in the past, and since 
Brown always was more of a draw 
away from New York than in it, ex- 
pectations are away from topping of 
house average on gross. Stage show 
is not of the calibre, nor does it 
possess the box-office names that 
will guarantee against a lower than 
average business on the week. 

‘Elmer the Great’ being a base- 
ball story, the kids will probably 
drift in in greater number this week. 
In view of this natural, it would 
seem not the wisest showmanship 
to do a miniature ‘Pagliacci’ on the 
stage. 

The ‘Pagliacci’ number is effect- 
ively staged, but suffers vocally. 
Neither Edward Ransome nor Anne 
Roselle, doing the leads, have the 
voices an impressive portrayal of 
this opera in miniature otherwise 
demands. Ransome particularly has 
to strain in hurdling the tougher 
portions of the Canio part in ‘Pag- 
liacci.’ The main solo, no small as- 
signment for the best lung-shakers, 
suffers as a result. 

Ransome opens singing the prolog 
to the Leoncavallo opera. This 
number offered before a curtain of 
the stage upon a stage provided in 
the unique and highly commendable 
staging of the ‘Pagliacci’ interlude. 
This parts for succeeding scenes for 
the love duet and other numbers as 
the circus comes to town. The jeal- 
ousy scene, done inside one of the 
circus wagons of the fullstage set, 
is the outstander. 

Claudio Frigerio, Attilo Ruffo and 
John Pierce are also in the opera 
condensation, while the sides of the 
theatre are lined by the decorative 
medium of girls in appropriate 
dress. The old Roxy several years 
ago did ‘Pagliacci’ as a tab, making 
it appear more and more conclusive 
that ideas which originated there 
are being revamped in one way or 
another over here. 

‘La Sylphide,’ a ballet presenta- 
tion, Opens the stage table d’hote 
this week. It is built around a mod- 
erately effective dance double by 
Patricia Bowman and Nicholas 
Daks, with the ballet corps to fill 
space, and employs the revolving 
stage portion of the rostrum as well 
as wires from the flies which carry 
off Miss Bowman and four girls for 
a finish. Satisfies but doesn’t star- 
tle. The mechanics of the number, 
as well as in another presentation 
with the Roxyettes, are novel but 
do not stun on audience appeal. 

Unit inspired by the pop song, 
“An Orchid to You,’ is a much more 
effective interlude. In this Kathe- 
rine Skidmore opens with the big 
stage to herself singing the strains 
of the pop. She’s seated downstage 
center at what seems to be a dress- 
ing table, and is topped by the 
choral group coming into view. 
They are seated behind something 
which represents something vague, 
and finally get out of the way so the 
Roxyettes can take charge. They 
disport themselves in an orchida- 
ceous routine which includes the by 
now familiar flower grouping gag 
and bendback of petals. 

Rest of show a long newsreel of 
assorted company clips and ‘Three 
Little Pigs’ (UA), novel Silly Sym- 
phony. On Thursday night at the 
last deluxe turnover there wasn’t 
much money in the house. Char. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 26. 


Virtually an all-comedy stage 
show this week, with Rube Wolf, 
Willock and Carson, and Blossom 
Seeley, assisted by Benny Fields, 
grabbing off the honors. It’s the 
first all-hoke show the house has 
offered in a long time, and the pay 
customers at the Friday matinee 
seemed to get considerable of a kick 
out of the proceedings, 

Show, even after first day’s prun- 
ing, runs a full 55 mins., and stacks 
up favorably with F&M presenta- 
tions since they took over the house 
several months ago. 

Opening has band behind a scrim, 
in front of which 12 of the line girls 
are revealed in flaming red for a 
routine, in which they are shortly 
augmented by six other femmes 
garbed as orchids, the latter making 
their appearance from a huge flower 
bed. Ensemble affords Max Lerner, 
tenor, an opportunity to put over ‘A 
Great Big Orchic for You’ with tell- 
ing effect. Scrim is flown and Rube 
and Max do a chorus of the ballad, 
with comedy interpolations. 

Willock and Carson are a pair of 
nut comics who wade through a lot 
of hoke and wind up with one of the 
boys doing some clever impersona- 
tions in a sound newsreel burlesque. 
For their finish the pair imperson- 
ate Laurel and Hardy, which is 
their best effort. 

Rube and the band follow with a 





hoke selection, during which the 
m.c. recites some ancient history, 
with the bandboys resorting to a lot 
of horse play, and seemingly get- 
ting as much fun out of the number 
as did the mob out front. More 
comedy between Bobby Gilbert and 


the Rube, with Gilbert playing ‘Tur- 
key in the Straw’ on the violin as it 


might be played in various coun- 
tries. His ‘talking violin’ stuff was 
good. 

Girls back in summery attire 
while Rube warbled a bit. The 
windup had Rube jumping to the 
outstretched arms of six femmes 
and being carried off stage. Blos- 
som Seeley, making her first local 
picture - house appearance, and 
Benny Fields offer a repertoire of 
new comedy song numbers with lots 
of comedy injected, They registered 
solidly. Finale has girls doing a tap 
to the tune of ‘Poet and Peasant,’ 
which they executed with snap and 


precision. 
Screen feature, ‘International 
House’ (Par); news and ‘Daddy 


Knows Best’ (Sennett). Lower floor 
three-quarters full at first show. 
Edwa. 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, May 26. 

They slipped F. H. Burnside an 
oldie out of the storehouse for his 
stag2 setting this week, but the vet- 
eran producer went ahead as if it 
were brard new and prvceeded to 
wrap around it a stage show that, 
for a change, is a stage show. 
There is entertainment at the Para- 
mount this week, more on the stage 
than the screen, but enough in both 
ends to make for a drawing combi- 
nation. They turned on the cool- 
ing plant full force, but couldn't 
make it strong enough to bring ’em 
downtown Friday night. Only a 
whole week of such weather can 
keep the current Par layout from 
topping the recent gross average. 
Gus Van, Ray Bolger, Helen Lynd 
and Annie, Judy and Zeke give the 
specialty lineup a standard gloss. 
To this list Burnside added a mixed 
singing chorus and some expert act 
spotting. The booking office sup- 
plied the finishing touch in form 
of Pop and Louis, two colored kids 
who waded right in and knocked 
the audience dizzy. 

This is Bolger’s fourth Broadway 
deluxe theatre stop in about three 
months, following very recent week 
stands at the Musical Hall, Palace 
and Capitol. And next week he 
goes to the State. Once the bookers 
find an act that clicks nowadays 
they won't let it escape, but they’ve 
stopped asking embarrassing ques- 
tions about where it played last 
week. It’s a swell system for a few 
select acts, but whether the thea- 
tres are benefitting is a question. 
And whether it will prolong the pro- 
fessional lives of the select acts 
who play Broadway across the 
board is another question. 

Gus Van, who remains the peer 
of dialect singers, provides the nec- 
essary closing dynamite for the cur- 
rent bill, and in his late spot gets 
off the stage to a hand. It’s a lot 
better than the customary flash 
finale. 

The set represents a ferryboat 
deck against a floating cloud back- 
ground, and the show’s title is 
‘Down the Bay.’ It runs about an 
hour, which should take the ferry 
to Staten Island and back twice, 
but no stops are made excepting 
the show stops by Van, Bolger and 
those two hoofing, scatting kids. 
Pop and Louis, appearing to be 
around 15 years old, are about the 
shade of deep chocolate and weak 
coffee, respectively. The lighter, 
taller boy is one of those natural 
dancers who probably will tighten 
up as he ages, but right now can do 
everything from knee drops and 
acrobatics to Robinson rolls without 
posing between stunts. The com- 
bination harmonizing and the other 
boy’s stepping result in a smash 
specialty turn. 

Frosini, accordionist, is the first 
to step out, and he alone bears out 
the ferryboat idea. But the white 
flannel pants, which make this deck 
musician a better-dressed guy than 
the captain, spoils the effect. Sing- 
ing chorus, according to the billing, 
is The Buccaneers. There are girls 
in street clothes to doll up the stage, 
but no dancing line this week. 

The series of scoring specialties 
would be all male but for Helen 
Lynd, who appears about midway 
and rings the bell with her imita- 
tions. Her Mae West took her off 
the stage so nicely they wanted an- 
other portion. But Miss Lynd 
smartly resisted, and she remained 
off, with tle hit intact. 

There’s more stage production in 
the overture, a patriotic number 
that leaves out nothing but the 
Spirit of ’76. But the audience 
tableux on the Civil, Spanish-Amer- 
ican and World wars are sufficient. 
At the finish the audience acted as 
though the armistice was being 
signed all over again. Irvin Talbot 


conducted. 
‘International House’ (Par) is the 
picture. Bige. 


Fox’s German Yarn 


Fox has bought ‘Peonies,’ a Ger- 
man yarn by Walter Reisch, It’ll be 
Paul Martini’s first directorial as- 
signment for the company. 

Martin, who was Lilian Harvey’ 
megger in Germany and came over 
on the deal that brought her to Fox, 
recommended the yarn, with the 
company acquiescing. He'll not be 
paired with Miss Harvey for the 
time being, but will have separate 
assignments. 





CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, May 26. 
Too much show at the Cap this 


week, 

Lots of names and color but it 
becomes a dreary procedure as 
paced, with the Cotton Club revue, 
intact from its Harlem retreat, run- 
ning 76 minutes, The feature, Lee 
Tracy (starred) in ‘The Nuisance’ 
is another 81 mins, 

Duke Ellington with his justly 
famous orchestra, Ethel Waters, 
Buck and Bubbles (not of the regu- 
lar Cotton Club floor show, but 
added for this engagement), plus 
the other cabaret show’s features 
constitute a flock of past proved 
talent which, somehow, in _ this 
hodge-podge don’t shape up so well. 
It makes Ellington more or less of 
a stooge for the soloists, with Miss 
Waters dominating everything vo- 
cally and, while registering, per- 
mitted to overdo things altogether. 
Same goes for the Nicholas Bros. 
who could have been more effective 
if their sock stepping specialties 
were just gotten in, without the 
drawn out stepology. It’s all right 
on a cafe floor when the atmosphere 
is surcharged and intended for 
leisurely dawdling but not in a 
theatre. 

The Four Flash Devils, Wen Tal- 
bot’s Choir, Josie Oliver, Henry 
(‘Rubberlegs’) Williams (billed, but 
unidentified), Cora La Redd, Sally 
Gooding, Kathryn Smith, Bobby 
Sawyer, and 18 girls round out the 
show. Dan Healy who has staged 
the Harlem nitery’s entertainments 
for many :easons, and Ted Koehler 
and Harold Arlen who, likewise, 
have authored them for quite a 
stretch, are also program-credited. 
The hi-yaller chorus with one 
red-haired Aframerican and a 
couple of others who look like pale- 
faces may be novelties to the aver- 
age picture house fan who is not on 
intimate terms with matters Har- 
lemesque, but the fast dancing 
chorus, save for one opportunity, is 
submerged by the succession of 
specialties. 

‘Stormy Weather,’ current song 
rage, out of the Cotton Club show, 
should have topped everything else 
before it, in staging, but instead is 
done in mediocre manner. The week 
before the Radio City Music Hall, 
with Arlen engaged for a pianolog 
specialty, put it on—’n’ how! 
Eliington’s ‘Bugle Call Rag’ was 
too heated for averase lay apprecia- 
tion and the insinuating rhythmic 
jazz of his new ‘Sophisticated Lady’ 
composition somehow lacked the 
sparkle necessary for cold-sober 
looker-oners to properly relish. 
Ellington is too staple a maestro 
and too shrewd a showman to per- 
mit himself to be thus handicapped, 
although the over-length of the pro- 
ceedings in general handicapped 
him too much. However, he did 
seem to relish Buck and Bubbles’ 
nonsense considerably. Either that 
or he put it on in great shape. 
Because of show length only a 
curtailed newsreel in between the 
presentation and the feature. Hearst 
Metrotone News wisely omitted the 
Hitler stuff. The strained feeling 
this seems to create in mixed audi- 
ences makes it wise to _ sacrifice 
newsreel reports on all important 
world’s happenings at the altar of 
entertainment for, essentially, one 
is in the Capitol or any other the- 
atre for expressly the purpose of 
mental relief. Abel. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, May 26. 
With a better break in film fea- 
tures the Roxy stand might lift the 
mortgage on the old home eventu- 
ally. But with sluff screen product 
it’s a slow process, and particularly 
tough this week, for the screen is 


occupied by an English musical 
comedy pair who mean nothing to 
the average New Yorker. It’s not 
the sort of .picture they will go out 
and advertise by word of mouth. 
If they do chatter about it it’s a 
slam. 

Donald Novis is the stage head- 
liner, which gives them a chance to 
check up on George Givot, who was 
imitating him last week. He heads 
a well-mixed bill, with three dance 
numbers by the Gae Foster girls, 
who, in passing, kill off his encore 
just as they slaughtered Givot last 
week in the same manner. Novis 
does his three, the last one against 
a group of the girls, with the pre- 
miere playing up to him in the last 
song. When he exits they’re into 
the dance and no chance for him to 
get an encore. Very possibly he 
appreciates the smother, since he’s 
doing quite a bit. But it is not very 
good showmanship, yet a trick they 
pull here pretty regularly. The 
singer is in capital voice and bats 
it over for a good score, breaking 
off once and coming back for an 
encore. This is preceded by a few 
words with Dave Schooler, and he’s 
so confident of finding Dave in the 
precise spot that it’s a tipoff that 
he’s expecting it, which robs the 
bit of the idea that the audience 
has applauded itself into an extra 
helping. 





Show opens with the usual pala- 
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NEWSREELS 





EMBASSY 


Light summery program, evidenc- 
ing little camera acumen or agility. 
When the Embassy gets to herring 
and long hair, as well as Muscle 
Shoals and the boy fiddler, the line- 
up speaks for itself. There just 
isn’t anything in the clips deserv- 
ing of special mention, 

All of the stock samples, the an- 
nuals of that magazine variety, are 
paraded out currently. The Mooney 
statement, which all reels cover, is 
about the strongest item. At least, 
no other state prisoner has been per- 
mitted such conversational latitude. 

William Green comes indirectly 
out against rackets; the Jersey boys 
who flagged the train continue to be 
photographed. And there is that 
regular winner of the oratorical 
contest. Plus this Fox followed the 
Luxer by a full week on the inter- 
view with the President’s son. 

Senator Wagner attempts to ex- 
plain Roosevelt’s industry recovery 
plan; but it registers as so much 
Greek with the listeners. There is 
a Maryland hike, Chinese and NYU 
athletes, horse racing in several 
places, spring in Britain, German 
troops. The Nazi book burning is 
greeted in silence at the Luxer, 
while the Embassy mobs hiss it 
mildly. 

Al Smith’s oration about a fruit 
vendor could have been worked up 
for maximum laughs, but the con- 
tact man passed up those chances. 
The vendor, himself, refuses to sing 
the banana song and thereby scores 
a light hit. Apple blossom time in 
New England and a belated subject 
about former Mayor Walker, which 
gets guffaws, are others. Waly. 





TRANSLUX 


Both theatres lead off with the 
most suitable subject—Morgan. U 
did it for the Luxer, and yet it 


seems there must have been an 
agreement among all reels to re. 
cord only a certain passage of the 
financier’s Washington testimony, 
Luxer is trying out another noy. 
elty. This is working in what are 


called newslaughs. These are quotes 
from various dailies, a stunt that ig 
as old as the reels themselves, Ir. 
vin Cobb is semi-close-upped twice 
during which he takes an unreason- 
ably long time to tell some com. 
paratively pointless stories. If the 
Luxer hopes its ‘innovation’ will be 
permanent, it had better spend more 
time with Cobb in rehearsals and 
read the country weeklies with a 
keener eye. 

Grand National is being shown ag 
a special subject. Evidently Pathe 
got it, but Radio is branding it ag 
its own. It is labeled an exclusive, 
and much footage that could easily 
be dispensed with is included. 

Universal stepped ahead of its 
competitors on several important 
subjects. One of these was the 
Communist battle in Chicago with 
police. 

The Luxer program, however, was 
real newsy compared to its rival. 
Although they had an abundance of 
clips in the class with L. A. alligat- 
ors and the Chicago fair, Pathe 
covered Manchester mills _ strike, 
and U had its eye on Vienna’s home 
guard and the Arkansas floods. 





Waly. 


—— 





ver over the mike, and then to a 
black stage with 12 of the girls in 
saucy cavalier costumes 
walkaround. Pretending to be tired, 
they slip off their white kid boots 
and go to sleep on the sides of the 
stage, while the boots go into a 
dance. It’s the Black Art stuff, with 
some of the girls in black tipping 
off the idea by not adjusting their 
face masks. Just a small strip of 
face will hurt the illusion. Not a 
complete illusion at best, for the 
naked footlights are not used and 
the black clad figures are dimly vis- 
ible. Still it’s almost a novelty and 
gets over. 

First act is an unprogramed lad 
who does a nice piece of work on a 
flight of stairs, which the girls drag 
on for him. Those girls earn their 
pay. Last week they tossed a 
grand piano around. Boy does both 
taps and acrobatics on the stairs, 
and gets several hands in the mid- 
dle of the turn. 

Girls are back again to run props 
for the Five Elgins, who do the 
boomerang Lats and club juggling. 
Act is nicely dressed and smartly 
routined, with Miss Foster’s pro- 
teges plenty nervous when the hot 
throwing _ starts. No one gets 
beaned, but they don’t look happy 
when the clubs begin to fly. Elgins 
work both the clubs and hats as a 
team of five, which makes for showy 
effect. 


Band interlude comes next with 
a medley of old tunes and the high- 
light the ‘Florodora’ sextet with six 
of the bandmen. Schooler used this 
a couple of times at the Capitol 
and with some of the same men ap- 
parently, and it went over tl.ere, too, 
but not as it did with his 35c crowd 
determined to enjoy its money’s 
worth. A riot here. 

‘The Little French Princess,’ radio 
singer, was announced through 
the mike before her entrance. She 
does one song at the piano in the 
pit, with Schooler at the keyboard. 
As he nears the end of the number 
he presses the button and the plat- 
form drops out of sight. It did not 
have to come up again. No one 
cared. The girl’s manner is against 
her rather than her voice, which is 
very fair. An excess of naivette is 
a pain in the neck to a crowd which 
likes them husky, and she’s too ut- 
terly ingenous for words. 


After that accident the Foster 
girls are back for some scarf wav- 
ing, starting as an octet and build- 
ing by eights to the full 24, with a 
premiere (also unprogramed) for a 
neat bit. Youngster has an attrac- 
tive face and could be built up, for 
she knows her steps, too. Costumes 
are smart, but some of the trunks 
are so scant that the girls pull down 
their under-trunks in self-defense. 
Not pretty. 

Three Rio Brothers are as usual 
with the slow motion bit outstand- 
ing and a Durante imitation fall- 
ing dead.in the footlight trough. It 
takes more than a pasteboard nose 
to suggest the inimitable. 


Novis follows this, with the 
dancers crowding him off and back- 
ground Renoff and Renova, who 
were discovered posed on the top 
platform at the opening number, 
and who came back to the pose at 
the end. They present a well-han- 
dled adagia, offering nothing new, 
but the standard two-person stuff. 
Then Novis is paged to come back 





and sing ‘Wonderful’ with the all- 


for ar 





Newsreel Actors 


(Continued from page 3) 
about camera technique and, reel- 
men observe, like beer it will prob- 
ably be another sx months or a year 
before many of Washington’s new 


stars will really be sufficiently 
grvomed for the constellation. 
Even seasoned spokesmen like 


Senator Robert F. Wagner have yet 
to learn, from experience, that talk- 
ing to a newsreel audience isn’t like 
delivering an address from a plat- 
form. The professional delivery and 
gesticulations must give way to an 
individual personality, as though 
addressing a small group in a room, 
for best film audience effect. 


Kingfish a Flop 

There has been some reel disap- 
pointments to date, it is admitted. 
Huey Long is one of these. Several 
of the reels already have posed him 
but, they claim, his ribaldry was 
such that they kept him out of na- 
tional release because of fear his 
remarks would reflect against the 
dignity of the Senate. However, the 
hope is expressed that some time the 
Kingfish may be caught in a less 
bombastic frame of mind than on 
previous occasions. 

So far the reel lads have been un- 
able to discover a Hamlet. There are 
a number who attempt serious roles 
but upon reviewing themselves in a 
local theatre and getting the audi- 
ence laugh reactions to their facial 
expressions the inclination is to 
lighten up in the next sitting. 

Two of the President’s secretaries, 
Early and McIntyre, are former 
newsreel men. One worked for 
Paramount and the other represent- 
ed Pathe. Already they have been 
teamed in one subject and the reels 
are scheduling them for several 
other ‘productions’ during the cur- 
rent season. 

15 Legislative Stars, Mebbe 

Of the 500 main law makers the 
reelmen are calculating they won't 
find over 15 who will merit star rat- 
ing. A Washington star means a 
legislator who can be posed any 
time and hold public interest nation- 
ally. 

Before the four years are over 
virtually all will have had an op- 
portunity to talk to their constitu- 
ents back home, But these will be 
for what are known as ‘local re- 
leases.’ 

Returning to the White House reel 
veterans vote Mrs. Roosevelt as the 
most agreeably inclined Hostess 
of the Land ever to reside in Wash- 
ington. 





on gag for the conclusion. Runs 
56 minutes. 
Film is ‘Night and Day’ (Gau- 


mont-British), with a Mickey Mouse 
cartoon and one of the Lew White 
organlogs. The usual newsreel and 
about six minutes of trailer, but not 
in the newsreel, which helps. 
Attendance slim at the night 
shows, following the hottest day of 
the season, but the house was com- 
fortably cool. Later on hot days 
should chase them in. Chic. 
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Talking Shorts 





BOBBY JONES SERIES 
‘Hip Action’ (No. 3) 
9 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
itaphone No. 7303 

One of the subtlest points of the 
golf swing is here demonstrated in 
remarkably lucid style by the for- 
mer champion. A high point in the 
Jones series for straight golf fans, 
but surrounded with blah comedy 
frilling. Opens with a gag sequence 
of ancient English cou.-t golfers, ac- 
companied by Jones’ lecture on the 
old ‘feathery’ and ’guttie’ golf ball, 
and then into an off-screen gag rou- 
tine by an unidentified gagster. 

Then into Bobby’s demonstration. 
Point to be made is that a forward 
hip sway starts the downswing be- 
fore the club head has stopped go- 
ing back, and there’s nothing in the 
pastime more difficult to make 
clear. Jones’ device is an inspira- 
tion. He stands in dark clothes be- 
fore a‘ blank background which has 
a horizontal line shoulder high. Two 
spots on the backdrop are just in 
line with Jones’ hips. 

The moving figure is stopped and 
frozen just short of the top of the 
backswing, and then in slow motion 
it is clearly demonstrated by means 
of the markers that the hips move 
to the left while the club head drops 
below the horizontal line. Straight 
instruction is all too brief, and the 
incidental comedy badly overdone. 

Subject was misspotted on this 
program to follow the feature (Rob- 
inson’s ‘Little Giant’), and the Jones 
short was ruined for those who 
came to see it, by the walkouts who 
were interested only in the feature. 

Rush, 


‘PIE A LA MODE’ 
Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1529 

A two-reel slapstick built on a 
feeble idea to introduce wholesale 
custard-pie throwing. Russ Brown 
is press agent for a pie bakery. He 
goes to the picture studio to tie up 
with screen stars on the ‘tie-up- 
with-pie’ slogan. 

Producer, Heeb typé, takes him 
around to the sets, each set going 
through a serious sequence, opera 
on one, historical drama on another, 
etc. 

‘What you need is comedy,’ Brown 
diagnoses. Thereupon they wheel 
in a vast rack of pies and begin 
throwing them at the actors while 
they repeat each serious sequence, 
ending up, of course, with the pro- 
ducer getting his. 

Twelve minutes of pie throwing 


without any situation to make it 
funny. Twelve minutes for 12- 
year-olds. Rush, 


ROBERT BENCHLEY 
‘My Technocracy and Yours’ 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 
Criterion, N. Y. 
Universal 

Greatest trouble with this item is 
that it’s a bit too late. Most people 
have already forgotten there ever 
was such a thing as technocracy. 
Beyond that basic fault it’s a very 
funny item for houses where the 
audience is not too dumb. It won't 
mean a thing to kids, which is an- 
other fault. 

Benchley has a really delicious 
sense of humor. It’s dry, slow but 
sure fun. He’s shown at a dinner 
party and called on to explain tech- 
nocracy. He does, using charts, 
movie stils and other items, but 
talks about practically everything 
except technocracy.. Swell kid in 
the film of travel lecturers and 
other spielers, but it’s all just a 
mite too highbrow. Kauf. 


‘A QUIET NIGHT’ 


Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Universal 
Plot and slipstick of a familiar 


cut, but spilling enough laughs to 
satisfy the average audience. Bet- 
ter for ‘B’ houses, but will get by 
okay in some of the Broadways of 
the U. S. that aren't too exacting 
about product. 

Bert Roach and Tom Dugan are 
paired for majority of comedy in- 


terest, with Esther Howard and 
Olive Cooper supporting. toach’s 


pan and comedy registering gets the 
short more than its plot and slap- 
stick do. He’s a local politician 
who's first mixed up in a crap game 
and later goes panicky over reports 
an escaped convict ‘is out to get him. 

In between a brother-in-law 





who'd get anyone's goat provides 
several amusing situations. Char, 
‘PUFFS AND BUSTLES’ 
‘Do You Remember’ Series 
Johnny Walker 
5 Mins. 
Plaza, N. Y. 2 
Educational 

A poor subcztitute for ‘Screen 
Souvenirs,’ this Walker novelty also 
delves into film archives for old 
newsreel clips and bits of features. 

Spanish - American war troops, 
paper headlines about the ‘Maine’ 


anr some comedy about the fashions 
of those times are pieced together. 


Waly. 





WALTER WINCHELL 
‘Beauty on Broadway’ 
With Nick Stuart, Sally O'Neill, 

N.T.G., Abe Lyman’s Band 
22 Mins. 

Criterion, N. Y. 
Universal 

Not so good. Story that the two- 
reeler is wound around is too ob- 
vious, the entertainment in it isn’t 
as good as it might be, there’s too 
much advertising in it for a nite 
club, and the whole thing just 
doesn’t come off, Best thing in it 
is Winchell’s acting. He not only 
looks but sounds like a moving pic- 
ture idea of a newspaperman. 

Most of the action is laid in the 
Paradise, Broadway restaurant, 
with N.T.G. hogging the spot and 
spreading his salve on pretty thick. 
The girls in his floor show do their 
stuff (with clothes on, for a change) 
and Lyman’s band in the back- 
ground plays. Lyman wasn’t even 
introduced, which was a mistake. 

Winchell is first seen in his office 
bawling out an agent who wants 
help for a gal. Then he goes to the 
nite club to be a judge in a beauty 
contest with James Montgomery 
Flagg, Frank Godwin and a few 
others. The girls vegin parading. 
The cigaret’'2 girl bumps _ into 
Winchell and he notices how good 
she is, so he sticks her into the con- 
test and she wins. He's also kidded 
into getting h°r a movie break. 
Then it turns out that the agent 
had planted her in his path through- 
out. Which the audience knew all 
the time. 

Just a filler at best. Kauf. 


‘GIANTS OF THE JUNGLE’ 
Magic Carpet Series 


7 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox 
Slipshod coverage of elephant 


slavery activities in India, the kind 
that have been on view since the 
screen’s inception, make up this 
Carpet reel. 

It rates among the lowest in the 
series, even stooping to that bro- 
mide about the big fellows uproot- 
ing saplings. Waly. 


LITTLE GIANT 


National production and_ release 
Edward G. Robinson. Directed 
by Roy Del Ruth. Mary Astor and Helen 
Vinson featured. Story* by Robert Lord, 
adaptation by the late Wilson Mizner and 
Robert Lord. Cameraman, Sid Hickox; 
film editor, Robert Haas. At Strand, New 
York, May 25. Running time, 70 mins. 

Bugs Ahearn..........-Edward G. Robinson 
Ruth Wayburn., cccseresseseeees Mary Astor 


First 
starring 


Polly Cass... cecsccccocce......kelen Vinson 
John Stanley..ccescseee+-Kenneth Thomson 
WOGIth, 0:0 cescse ec cevcccccceseces Shirley Grey 
Ai TORIC... .dccasne -++..-Russell Hopton 
Donald Hadley Cass...... Berton Churchill 
Gordon Cass.....+++. eves ee Donald Dillaway 
Mrs. CaBB.ccccoeces ..---Louise Mackintosh 
Prankie..ccccicccveoce Scercceces Helen Mann 


Hollywood in a smart-alec in- 
stead of a smart comedy mood re- 
sults in a picture not funny enough 
to entertain intelligent fans and too 
knockabout to satisfy the enormous 
Robinson followers who want him 
straight. Pans out at considerably 
less than fair product, depending 
upon the Main street draw of ‘Little 
Caesar’ for the intial play and hop- 
ing against hope for the rest of the 
week. Probably a one-dayer or 
half week at best. 

Story starts out as a straight 
gangster idea, but quite promptly 
switches into low comedy slapstick 
calling into use all the stale hoke 
devices in the book for roughhouse 
laughs. From that it goes from 
bad to worse and ends up with a 
sequence that would do credit, for 
violence and strained fun, to the 
Keystone cops of hallowed memory. 

Picture hasn’t the brisk tension 
to carry an underworld tale. Mid- 
way it is plain dull clowning and 
dramatic situation never tightens 
up to the point that comedy gives 
it the essential change of pace. In 
other words, it is a gangland tale 
that depends first upon its gagging 
and doesn’t bother about a back- 
ground of dramatic force. It’s com- 
edy relief. with nothing to relieve 


except more comedy relief. And 
the. comedy devices are painful. 
There are such episodes as the 


tough mugg going through a re- 
hearsal with the heroine of a pro- 
posal of marriage to help him with 


another girl, tough mugg doing 
pansy gestures in acknowledging 


the gift of a Louquet from an ador- 
ing thug follower. Pantomime of 
seasick guests on a yachting party, 
is among the collection of bromides, 
of course. 


3ugs Ahearn (Robinson) is the 


terror of Chicago gangland, when 
he decides to quit the racket and 
mingle with society. He falls into 


the clutches of a California family 
of polite crooks who take him for 
all he’s got; sell him a tottering 
brokerage business and are about 
to walk out leaving him holding the 
During all these incidents he's 
sap, and these 
take up all but the tag end of the 
footage By that time you don't 
especially care what h 
him, and by the time he turns the 
tables on his cheaters, interest in 
and sympathy with the character 
is at pretty low ebb. 


bag. 


a pitiful 


The table turning provides a 
brisk “enough bit of farce for the 
finale. Bugs brings on his whole 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Little Giant’ (F. N.). Edward 
G. Robinson has been built up 
by straight dramatic gang pic- 
tures and types. This makes 
him a comedy character sur- 
rounded by semi-travesty and 
the Robinson fans are likely to 
resent it. Broadway found it 
very amusing, but the subse- 
quents probably won't. 

‘When Strangers Marry’ 
(Col). Good ‘B’ action story 
with Jack Holt. 

‘International House’ (Par). 
comedy that doesn’t succeed as 
entertainment, but its lineup 
of names, many from radio, 
should ward off b. o. trouble 
most of the way. 

‘Elmer the Great’ (WB). En- 
tertaining comedy with Joe E. 
Brown as a ball player. Should 
grab coin, notably in the pro- 
vinces. 

‘Scarlet River’ (Radio). Tom 
Keene release with a produc- 
tion slant which mav interest 
other than western fans. And 
still a pretty good western. 

‘The Nuzsance’ (MG). Lee 
Tracy starred in ambulance- 
chaser role. Action and more 
love interest than usual in a 
Tracy pic, and should more 
than please once they're in. 
Will require b. o. selling, but 
has many bally possibilities. 

‘Night and Day’ (British-Gau- 
mont). Odd mixture of farce 
and musical comedy. Done too 
much in the stage manner to 
please where the players are 
not known. Doubtful even for 
lower brackets over here. 











Chicago gang of thugs to put the 
cheaters on the spot and recover 
the loot they have filched from him. 
Which accomplished, the mugegs 
take possession of the polo field 
and play a travesty game involving 
much beaning with mallets and a 
good deal of gun play. 

Technique throughout is two-reel 
comedy with moments of polite 
clowning that spoil the slapstick. 
Picture represents First National 
sheepishly disavowing gang dramas 
and making a muddle of a false 
gesture toward sophistication. It 
doesn’t seem to have occurred to 
anybody in the producing end that 
the Robinson ‘Little Caesar’ follow- 
ing hasn’t progressed a step toward 
sophistication and probably never 
will. 

Technical production is of the 
first order. Acting generally is as 
good as it could be under the cir- 
cumstances, except that Robinson 
is distinctly out of his element as 
a serio-comic menace-hero. Dia- 
log, as might be expected of the late 
Wilson Mizner, has a lot of amus- 
ing twists (Bugs’ idiom for invit- 
ing a sedate dowager to be seated 
is to point to a chair and suggest, 
‘put it there’). Mary Astor, as an 
aristocratic but impoverished hero- 
ine, accomplishes her wonted poise 
and grace under trying circum- 
stances. Rush. 


When Strangers Marry 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Jack Holt. Directed by Clarence Badger. 
From story by Maximalian Foster; adapta- 
tion by James Kevin McGuiness, Photog- 
raphy, Benjamin Kline; recording, Edward 


Bernds. At Mayfair, N. Y., week May 23. 
Running time, 65 mins. 

ee SOOO. 6 hh4ewdss ovseee seeks Jack Holt 
Sa Lilian Bond 
ere i bs60 trie Ge Arthur Vinton 
pT Pree eeeeseccose Barbara Barondess 
gw os ey ee ee Ward Bond 
Van Wyck...........Gustav Von Seyffertitz 
PRIMING. > ss sce bebedbhscteacees Paul Porcasi 
Beene em VOR. sss conneceeecec as Harry Stubbs 
Von Arnheim.........+---Rudolph Amendt 
Chattermahl...... Ose recosce Charles Stevens 


A Jack Holt action story offering 
about what's expected. Love inter- 
est, melodramatics, outdoors and 
he-man stuff enough in thise one to 
classify it as a strong ‘B’ attraction. 
Title figures to help. 

At the outset, with opening scenes 
of Paris night life, it looks as 
though the thought of jungles and 
railroad building couldn’t come up; 
but the action shifts to the Malay 
straits, where Holt’s building a rail- 
road. It’s the opening which gives 
picture its title and exploiteers the 
chance to suggest what happens 
when two people wake up in the 
morning and wonder if they’re mar- 
ried or not. From there on, in the 
jungle, it’s a case of efforts to break 
up the railroad project, and take 
over the wife at the same time. The 
villian flops in both directions. 

Final two reels provide consider- 
able suspense and fighting. Jungle 
scenes are impressive, but much of | 
the group fighting is true to film 
type with too many odds on the side 





incidents | 


ippens to} 


of the heavy. 
Lilian Bond 
Holt’s wife, a 


-ontributes nicely as 
spoiled daughter of | 
wealth who’s bored and uncomfort- 
ible in the tropics. In performan 
her only shortcomings seem to be a 
tendency to overplay | 
Menace is smooth and sinuous in | 


the hands of Arthur Vinton, with 
lesser assignments capably dis- | 
charged by Barbara RBarondess, | 
Ward Bond, Gustav von Seyffertitz j 


and Paul Porcasi Char. 





INTERNAT’L HOUSE 


release Di- 
Adapted by 


Paramount production and 
rected by Edward Sutherland. 





Francis Martin and Walter DeLeon from 
story by Lou Heifetz and Neil Brant. 
Music and lyrics, Ralph Rainger and Leo 
Robin; Ernest Haller, photog At Para- 
mount. N. Y., week May 26. Running 
time, 71 mins. 

Peggy Hopkins Joyce..Peggy Hopkins Joyce 
Ps Gia + écvesneneeseesss W. CC. Fields 
ON, FORM. co cccsseseccesece Stuart Erwin 
Carol Fortescue... os seesee- Sari Maritza 
Doctor Burns.........e. «...-George Burnes 
DE . Aes 640 66% ve e6n0sc eens Gracie Allen 


Gen. Petronovich...............Bela Lugosi 
SE Ts 66 oh eekeeee be ...-Edmund Breese 
SP BEGSCIME 2 ko cccccece .-.-Lumsden Hare 
Hotel Manager......... Franklin Pangborn 
Rudy Vallee, Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, 

Cab Calloway band, Baby Rose Marie 


Cast includes enough names, radio 
especially, to offset the effects of an 
otherwise second-rate picture. On 
the names alone it should do better 
in small towns and nabes than the 
keys, and in the final count-up 
should ease in on the black side. 
The value of the marquee strength 
is accentuated by the picture's lack 
of entertainment. 

The dependence is entirely on 
gags by Burns and Allen and W. C. 
Fields, and occasional pushed-in 
specialties by four radio turns— 
Rudy Vallee, Stoopnagle and Budd, 


Cab Calloway, and Baby Rose 
Marie, each for one number. The 
specialties are incidental to the 
story, but if the intrusions seem 


unreasonable, they aren't any more 
lacking in sense than the story it- 
self. 

Plot is nutty and intentionally so. 
It had to be to allow for Burns and 
Allen and Fields, but it didn’t have 
to go absolutely batty. It’s no more 
than another instance of Holly- 
woodian mishandling broad satire, a 
branch with which few picture 
makers have been able to cope. 
Usually it is overdone so that it 
ceases to be satire and, in losing the 
flavor, becomes just dull hoke as in 
this instance. 

Most everybody has been ordered 
to be funny, even Bela Lugosi, who 
does a comedy heavy. Peggy Hop- 
kins Joyce, who wears a whole fox 
farm, and gives ’em a one-gal fash- 
ion show from panties up, and Sari 
Maritza are about the only princi- 
pals playing straight. The setting 
being a la ‘Grand Hotel,’ with the 
action confined to the _ hostelry, 
there’s further resemblance in the 
kaleidescopic character develop- 
ments. As in ‘Hotel,’ and the many 
others like it, there’s a mad rush 
for recognition by everybody, and 
nobody has much of an edge, 

Burns and Allen, Fields and Stu- 
art Erwin stand out because this is 
supposed to be a comedy and they 
are the principal comedians. For 
B. and A. it’s a walk, their assign- 
ment being plain and fancy cross- 
fire with their regular stage routine 





split into four or five brief sections. 
Vields is permitted to stick mostly 
to pantomime, and he has a field 
day. 

A Chinese inventor has created a 
television device, for which there is 
a demand, and he demonstrates and 
receives bids for the rights at a big 
hotel in a Chinese city. The villain, 
Lugosi, tries to beat the hero, Irwin, 
to the patent by treachery. That’s 
the story. Although Fields eventu- 
ally has something to do with the 
yarn, as the comedy vis-a-vis for 
Miss Joyce's classy straighting, he 
is dragged in with even less plaus- 
ibility than the radio acts. The lat- 
ter, at least, appear when the Chi- 
nese television is turned on. 

There’s a chase at the finish, in 
which Fields bowls over the decora- 
tions with an Austin car and finally 
escapes in an autogyro. The small 
auto business includes a scene with 
Miss Joyce which is blue, in line 
with much of the rest of the chatter. 

More dragging in of superfluous 
material is for bolstering purposes 
in a hotel roof-garden scene. There 
is a line of girls in celophane and 
other transparent costumes, show- 
ing plenty of lily white, who go 
through a novelty dance routine. 
It’s not very impressive. 

Big cast contains a few gem per- 
formances by minor members, not- 
ably Franklin Pangborn and Ed- 
mund Breese. Pangborn is particu- 
larly good. Bige. 





Seeley Seeks Meggers 


Hollywood, May 29. 
C. R. Seeley, formerly important 
factor in American film circles, is 
here from London, 
He is negotiating to take a couple 
of directors back with him for in- 





dependent production, 


ELMER THE GREAT 


Bros. production and _ release, 
Brown Directed by Mervyn 
play by Ring Lardner 
Adaptation by Tom 
Thomas Pratt; 
At R. C. Music 


Warner 
Stars Joe. E 
LeRoy 3ased on 
and George M. Cohan. 
Geraghty. Film editor. 
photography, Arthur Todd. 


Hall, N. Y¥., week May 25. Running time, 
64 mins 

Mn 0 + bae00esb bnbaeoebans ens Joe E. Brown 
Nellie. , occeetéeeeeuns Patricia Ellis 
High-Hips Healy... .ceccses- Frank McHugh 
Evelyn... yt TT TTT rT eee Claire Dodd 
My DUG « bounces se ..Preston S. Foster 
WT ene sha 6b06e%nse Oxevennde Russell Hopton 
Nick swaetebeceesoere 

Mrs. Kane 


Sterling Holloway 
‘ --Emma Duna 





Good comedy picture with Joe E, 
Brown, More than any film Brown 
has previouslv made, this one de- 
pends on the comedian alone. Sub- 
ject matter is none too heavy and 
has been done before on the screen, 
The provinces should particularly 
support ‘Elmer’ and make up for 
any weakness it may uncover in the 
larger keys. 

Baseball fans, which means 
mostly the men and kids, but not 
so much the women, will react to 
the exploitation. It has plenty for 
the diamond fans, whipping up a 
World’s Series between the Cubs 
and Yanks. Mervin LeRoy, in di- 
recting, has successfully injected 
baseball glamor into the action 
aside from the comedy and Brown's 
pan, which often gets into closeup 
for those beady eyes and the big 
mouth. 

What may be considered poor 
judgment, however, is the faking by 
the Yanks in the climax series con- 
test. Picture has the Yanks’ pitch- 
er trying to cheat by making it ap- 
pear he is pitching a ball when he 
isn’t, rain making it difficult for 
Brown, the batter, to even see the 
hurler. However, it’s a funny piece 
of business as worked out despite 
the license taken. 

‘Elmer’ has been in pictures be- 
fore. It was made by Paramount in 
1929 as a talker, with Jack Oakie 
as the small town, self-centered 
boob who ir one season becomes a 
big league star. Probably the first 
picture to be -emade as a talker in 
that short space of time, but not 
expected that this will be a draw- 
back for the Brown version. Par 
released ‘Elmer’ under the title of 
‘Fast Company.’ 

In some respects Brown over- 
stresses the stupidity and stubborn- 
ness of ‘Elmer,’ particularly as to 
the rube accent he simulates. He 
also lays too much seriousness 
across what's probably the most 
comical physiognomy on the screen 
and Brown's major asset for pic- 
tures. He's also questionable .love 
interest, 

Patricia Ellis does the sweet Gen- 
tryville girl who’s Brown's weak- 
ness. She is in and out of the ac- 
tion more th: n others, but that’s not 
much, Frank McHugh is piped 
down for comedy as a Brown com- 
rade on the ball team. 

Brown does his own ball playing, 
and knows how, too. Main trouble 
will probably be that there's too 
much baseball for the girls. Char, 


POIL DE CAROTTE 


(‘Red- Head’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Vandel and Delac production for Pathe 
Consortium world release. U. 8. rights, 
Harold Auten. Direction and scenario by 
Julien Duvivier. Based on novel by Jules 
Renard. Stars Harry Baur and features 
Robert Lynen and Catherine Fonteney. At 
the Europa, N. Y.,-for grind run, May 25, 
Running time. 90 mins. 

Monsieur Lapic...siccecccccseccs Harry Baur 
BARD W100. ci cdere . Catherine Fonteney 
Poil de Carotte. .cccccccceoces Robert Lynen 
rer oe ++.-- Louis Gouthier 
Ernestine Lepic...sese++..----Simon Aubry 
Felix Lepig....... eeeeess-Maxime Fromiot 
Annette, the Maid..........Christiane Dor 






An exceptional picture deserving 
of a much better reception that it 
will get in the U. S. Badly mis-sold 
in New York, it will probably just 
barely skate through a couple or 
three weeks. With a bit more effort 
and handling it might even have 
taken a fling at a two-a-day run on 
Sroadway. As is, it should build in 
spite of the current exhibitors. 

Picture is an extremely sensitive 
and intelligent story of a 10-year- 
old kid. Possibly just a bit too 
weepy, but it has a happy ending, 
Jules Renard’s book, from which the 
film was made, is well known, and 
a silent version of the picture was 
also made. Neither stands up to 
Julien Duvivier’s current talker 
version. Duvivier, one of France's 
best directors, has borrowed libere 
ally for his directorial tactics from 
tene Clair, Rouben Mamoulian and 

(Continued on page 15) 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘The Nuisance’ (M-G). Flaps will find entertainment in the hard- 
boiled speed of its episodes and its romantic conflict. 3ut matrons will 
balk at the title and the attempt to make a crooked ambulance-chaser 
1 sympathetic hero. 


‘Elmer the Great’ (FN). 


nense 


Homespun 
Built for the provinces’ family trade, including mother 


comedy with sympathetic sus- 


‘The Little Giant’ (FN). Gangster es society with gags. Neglects 
redibility of story and romance necessary for femme appeal 
‘International House’ (Par). Comic jig-saw with enough names, 


clothes and exploitation 


‘When Strangers Marry’ (Col) 
jungle. For hinterland ladies sweet 


p »ssibilities to 


1rouse the gals’ interest. 


With the cowboys and Indians in the 


on westerns, 
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“Here is a money picture..Make no doubt 
about that .. Has everything and should 
mop up everywhere. If you made dough 
with ‘42nd Street’ you should clean up 
with this musical, for it tops the other in - 
every department.” —FILM DAILY Boe 


Be 


“Warner Bros. repeat with ‘Gold Diggers 
of 1933"... Looks like a bigger money 
film than ‘42nd Street’!... Class enter- 
tainment from opening to closing... A 

ee 4 sock finish that will send them out 
| oe i yelling.” —VARIETY BULLETIN 
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“Looks like a return to old times at the 
till... Earmarked with money from 
every and all angles...If we’ve over- 
looked anything else, put it down as an 
oversight. That’s in too.”—M. P. DAILY 


“Laugh-laden, heart-tingling...glamorous., 
...Moves with a speedy zip... May have 
more. in the way of understandable 
audience entertainment than ‘42nd 
Street.’ Should be fully as popular.” 

—M. P. HERALD 




















CHORUS OF INDUSTRY'S NEW THEME SONG 


ARE HERE AGAIN, 
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AT DENVER ORPHEUM: TAKE sin GRAUMAN’S TIP! | 

ADVANCE AT “5 TOP FOR | ocr 
E. AT GRAUMAN'S CHINESE = |!" 
P AFTER OPENING! .... 














heen 








: | 
Bi. — 














ee ey eS 


VARIETY 


Tuesday, May 30, 1933 





PICTU@RES 





— —— 





Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





No Nice Gal 

‘When Strangers Marry,’ and one 
of them’s Lillian Bond—it is not a 
marriage made in heaven. 

Miss Bond means to be a spoiled 
young society heiress in quotes. If, 
outside of pictures, there are such 
creatures, and they see how Miss 
Bond represents them, they’ll beg to 
be. working girls for ever after. Not 
that Miss Bond's figure slanders 
them, no indeed, but they do believe 
they've developed their enticement 
technique a bit beyond that of a 
burlesque teaser. Miss Bond doesn’t. 

Miss Bond goes further. She 
thinks ‘spoiled young society heir- 
esses’ conceited bores, unsporting, 
trivial and vain. They have no bet- 
ter sense than to complain of the 
Javanese. heat while encased in 
clinging garments fashioned from 
heat-conducting cloth of gold. They 
follow their railroad-building hus- 
bands to the tropics, and then, when 
the husband has native skull-dug- 
gery, malaria, swamps, shots from 
ambush and meller villains to com- 
bat—they sulk and peut and dis- 
obey because they love him so; the 
heat, which makes everyone else 
limp, only fires them to wilder his- 
trionics. Miss Bond, when she is 
through with her ‘spoiled young so- 
ciety heiress’ portrait, leaves them 
only their legs to stand on. 

Barbara Barondess by some inner 
magic injects a flash of actuality in- 
to the standard cast-off mistress 
role. She’s kicked around, slapped 
and sneered at, and it really seems 
to hurt her. 





Willing Gals 

What's going on in this world is 
just as much the business of -the 
Cotton Club cuties as it is any- 
body’s else, they'll have it known 
at the Capitol this week. There’s 
been a lot of this gloomy impres- 
sionistic dancing done downtown, 
they understand, and what does it 
amount ‘to, after all, but calisthen- 
ics—arms upward = stretched’ to 
slow music, torsos outlining a 
circle in slinky severe high-necked, 
long-sleeved ‘interesting’ dresses. 

Then again there’s this mascu- 
line mode hullabaloo, pants for 
women and all that. Well, the Cot- 
ton Club wrigglers got themselves 
some white flannel trousers, white 
felt slouch hats, black satin dou- 
ble-brested pockets, and stuck red 
carnations in their lapels. It 
doesn’t cut in on the frenzied joy 
of their loose-jointed traipsing. 

White folks’ get sentimental 
about picturesque old southern 
mammies, the amiable Cotton Club 
wenches have heard, too. If that’s 
the way the quaint white folks like 
to see them, okay. So, very so- 
phisticated, very stylized, they 
eome out for their finale in white 
cotton frocks polka-dotted with 
red, red and white bandanas tied 
smartly over their sleek, shiny 
bobs, and politely swish brooms 
around, taking good care, however, 
that their sweeping motions can 
not be construed as professional. 
Harlem's got culture. 

Ethel Waters returns to Broad- 
way, her style even better, the 
original, fascinating modulations of 
her voice now caught in full by 
the mike. When she reads a lyric, 
she means what she’s singing. She 
sings ‘Stormy Weather’ with such 
sincerity, such tragic loneliness, 
such drama that she makes it art, 
unforgettable, complete. Her ad 
libbing later in the first show ex- 
pressed a bit too much self-assur- 
ance, although justified, to set well 
with a white theatre audience. 
They prefer the illusion of hu- 
mility. 





La Joyce Approved 

It’s very nice of Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce, in ‘International House,’ to 
look so much like Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce, the legend. Her name means 
something to this country; it’s truly 
splendid of her not to forget it, to 
appreciate so keenly her responsi- 
bility to the idealistic youth of the 
land, 

Orchids, jewels, fine furs, lush 
negligees, downy couches spring to 
mind at mention of the Joyce 
name; nobody knows it better than 
Peg. Pictures never were averse 
to luxurious display, and now that 
little Peg’s amongst them, she shall 
have all her small heart’s always 
desired. Who has a better right to 
wrap herself deep in silver foxes, 
to recline on silken chaise lounges 


with her golden head buried in 
fragile white ostrich feathers, to 
sit before her dressing table un- 
tangling her hands and arms from 


their weight of diamonds. Her pub- 


Joyce 
of her 


lic expects it of her; Miss 
never would have it said 
that she’s not obliging. 

She presents a face and figure to 
the camera ripe with the Joyce 
tradition, delicately curved, exquis- 
itely rroomed, whole-heartedly fem- 
inine; the current rugged mascu- 
line mode interests Miss Joyce not 
at all. And if it is a bit difficult 
to determine what she’s really 
thinking, if emotions are prohibited 
from twisting the smooth contours 
of her face, remember Miss Joyce 
never was one for telling all. That 
cool languor of her acting quite 
suits a gal who, after all, is a con- 
temporary personage. 

Sari Maritza, though allotted less 
footage than la belle Peggy, isn't 
overshadowed by her, for she’s got 
a dark one piece dress with puffed 
sleeves of leopard skin that’s some- 
thing in its own right. The Cello- 
phane Girls wear cellophane sure 
enough, and Baby Rose Marie ap- 
pears strangely mature to shout 
hot rythms in such a cunning lit- 
tle four year old baby’s dress. 

Patsy’s Little Eva 
The Music Hall Ballet Corps, in- 
structed by Florence Rogge, in- 
spired by Patricia Bowman and 
made hauntingly ethereal by Clark 
Robinson's magic lighting, contrive 
a feat in ‘La Sylphide’ rarely 
achieved in an art as pretty and 
innocuous as the conventional bal- 
let. They build suspense. 
It isn’t because they have a story 
to tell that they grip audience in- 
terest so forcibly; it’s because they 
tell their story so clearly, so beau- 
tifully, so easily—that they arouse 
a more electric response that the 
usual pleasantly idle watching ac- 
corded graceful girls in graceful 
white ballet skirts. There’s no per- 
plexity over what they’re about. 
When their own lovely formations 
have prepared Miss Bowman’s en- 
trance, she continues in the mood 
they’ve created, she carries on with 
the story in her solo, climaxes it 
with the fragile delicacy of her per- 
formance. Even the finale of the 
ballet, in which Miss Bowman is 
borne heaven-warc on wires ac- 
companied by a few sympathetic 
sylphs. and garlands of roses, be- 
cause it is consistent—is at least 
dramatic Charlotte Rousse. 
The Roxyettes get a bit of seri- 
ous staging themselves. To the 
tune of ‘An Orchid to You’ they 
trace the development of a cor- 
sage of orchids from the time a 
young lady seated before her dress- 
ing table receives it, until she is all 
set to meet her thoughtful swain 
in her cream satin dress with the 
orchids pinned on her’ shoulder. 
Midway in the revelation, the 
Roxyettes show how orchids would 
behave if they were only human. 
Strangely enough, orchids would 
like to be like Roxyettes, to clus- 
ter in Roxyette revolving petal for- 
mations, but most of all they long to 
stretch out in a long straight line 
and kick. 








Kissing Joe Brown 

In ‘Elmer the Great’ Patricia 
Ellis meets the most exacting as- 
signment of her young career. It 
is her delicate task to yearn for 
Joe E. Brown. 

Luck is with Miss Ellis for this 
test; the gods, looking down on her 
fresh young prettiness, are on her 
side. They grant her a love that is 
silent and undemonstrative, and 
see to it that her loved one is away 
playing baseball for most of the 
picture. Even when, for the final 
happy fade-out, Miss Ellis must kiss 
her hero, there is a michrophone on 
hand for her to hide behind. 

So, with Miss Ellis in one place 
and Mr. Brown in another, she has 
little to do save look sweet and 
girlish, to wear simple little frocks, 
for she is a country girl—but a 
smart country girl. She journeys to 
the big city in search of her sweet- 
heart, her wardrobe equipped with 
a black coat with a cape collar 
banded in ermine and swirled high 
about her neck that gives no clue to 
her provincial habitat. 

Claire Dodd finds baseball players 
good company; she regards them 
with an engaging twinkle in her 
eye. Emma Dunn plays a mother 
again with her usual solicitious sin- 
cerity. 





RKO’S NEWSREEL YARN 

Wally West, attached to the 
Paramount publicity department, 
has sold an original story for the 
screen to RKO. 

It’s a story of the newsreel field 
called ‘Muddy Waters.’ 





SOME SUMMER CLOSINGS 
AND RKO STAFF SHIFTS 


of houses 





Closing of a number 
for the summer months may cause 
a slight shift of personnel in the 
field for the RKO theatre end. It’s 
the usual summer switchup and 
mostly in the interest of economy. 
Some consolidations in operating 
effort may be occasioned, for the 
summer closing period, at least. 
Reduction in number of division 
managers is likely to occur. 

Included in the closings are the 


Palace, on Broadway; Proctor’s, 
Newark; Palace and Proctor’s, Al- 
bany; Downtown, Detroit; Keith, 


Lowell; Orpheum, New Orleans; 
Proctor’s, Troy; Keith, Portland; 
105th St., Cleveland, and the Colon- 
ial, Dayton. 

Presently RKO operates slightly 
above 100 theatres. Just how many 
may close for the summer isn’t 
completely detailed. However, the 
possibility lies that the New Eng- 
land territory may be shifted under 
the supervising aegis of New York 
directly, although 3ill Raynor will 
continue in charge of local opera- 
tion there. 

Except where houses may be 
shut, it does not mean any easing 
out of personnel, although some 
may be temporarily, at least, cut 
in authority, or their operating su- 
pervision limited to district author- 
ity. 

Besides the New England divi- 
sion, certain of the metropolitan 
territory around New York may 
be split and more territory handed 
over to Charles McDonald than 
which he now supervises. 

In Cleveland, J. J. Franklin may 
be succeeded by Nat Holt, formerly 
in charge, as Franklin, presently 
district manager in the Cleveland 
territory, may be shifted to Los 
Angeles in charge of the new stage 
band policy at the Hillstreet, L. A., 
with Horace Heidt. 

There are approximately 100 the- 
atres presently in the RKO fold. 
with the possibility that summer 
closings may be reduced to under 90. 


Coast Title Changes 


Educational’s Andy Clyde ‘She 
Dunked Him Wrong,’ to ‘Dora’s 
Dunking Donuts.’ 

Harry Langdon’s ‘All Aboard,’ to 
‘Tied for Life’; Langdon’s ‘Down 
and Out,’ to ‘Hooks and Jabs.’ 
Mascot Pictures’ ‘T’ll be Hanged 
if I Do,’ to ‘Laughing at Life.’ 


Local Boy Makes Good 


San Francisco, May 29. 
Charles A. Leonard has been pro- 
moted from his present post as P.a. 
of the local United Artists theatre 
to the New York offices of UA where 
he will be in charge of ad designs 
and layouts for that firm’s product. 
He was recommended to Hal Horne 
for the job by Lou Anger, UA the- 
atre boss on the Coast. 

Part of the recommendation was 
based upon the striking ads Leonard 
has used locally, his campaign on 
the current ‘Be Mine Tonight’ (U) 
getting credit for helping put over 
that film and running it into pos- 
sibly nine or ten weeks at UA. Leon- 
ard, incidentally, copyrights all his 
designs, having learned by now that 
rival p.a.’s are prone to lift one now 
and then. 

His successor at the Frisco UA 
hasn’t been selected. 


Smith’s Finance Chore 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Next Pete Smith short at Metro 
will be titled ‘Inflation’, with the 
dialogist attempting to explain the 
new money deal. Zion Myers will 
direct the jumping tintype portion. 

Jules White is megging additional 
sequences for ‘Coyote’, the last 
Smith shortie. 

















Schaak Reopens Long Beach 
Long Beach, Cal., May 29. 
Second rebuilt picture house to 
resume operations since the March 
quake is Arnold Schaak’s Long 
Beach here which reopened (24). 
Mayor and city council participated 
in the inaugural, with Ruth Hall, 
screen actress, making a personal. 
Remodeling and furnishing of 
house, which was badly damaged 
by the quake, cost approximately 
$25,000. 





Matt Briggs May Go Fox 
After his appearances on the Coast 
for Henry Duffy in ‘Twentieth Cen- 
tury,’ doing the part he did on 
Broadway, Matt Briggs may go into 
pictures via Fox. 








Those Bankers 





One of the banking reps for 
a theatre chain was looking 
over an out-of-town situation 
recently for the theatre com- 
pany. Aim was to find ways 
and means to reduce operat- 
ing expenses and mayhap, 
also rentals. 

He looked over one of the 
deluxers and noticed that the 
house which played a combo 
policy of vaude and pictures, 
utilized a pit band. He de- 
cided to cut out the orchestra. 

‘But,’ countered the house 
manager, ‘we play vaudeville 
here and need the pit band.’ 

‘Can’t you use phonograph 
records?’ asked the banker rep, 
‘the public won't know the dif- 
ference.’ 











CLEANING UP PUBLIX 
ENT.; SUBSID DEALS 


Wide powers to the trustees of 
Publix Enterprises, Irving Trust Co., 
which would permit their sale of 
stock ownership or accounts receiv- 
able in subsidiary companies of P.E., 
the compromise of claims and the 
execution of any agreements by the 
trustee deemed desirable in financ- 
ing subsids and preserving assets, 
without notice to creditors, will be 
asked Thursday (1). 

At the same time the Irving Trust 
will ask approval of the transfer of 
a 25% interest in the Fort Smith 
Theatres, Inc., to M. A. Lightman, 
partner in that Publix setup to 
amount of 25% now and the release 
by trustee from the lien of a mort- 
gage executed by Paramount Enter- 
prises, Inc., to P.,E. and East Coast 
Theatres, Inc., of the Bradford hotel 
property at Miami, Fla. Also asked 
is release of judgments against Par- 
amount Enterprises which are a lien 
on the hotel property. 

P. E. now controls 75% interest in 
the Lightman-Fort Smith setup in 
Arkansas over a group of four 
houses. Under the proposed deal, 
Lightman would acquire a 50% in- 
terest in the theatres. 

The same powers with regard to 
sale of properties, compromise of 
claims, ete., wanted by the P. E. 
trustee a week ago, were voted Par- 
amount-Publix on condition attor- 
neys of major creditors and com- 
mittees were notified. 


Syracuse Off Excl.’s 


Syracuse, May 29. 
‘Exclusive showings’ as a policy 
(fades) from the Rialto here with 
‘Hell Below,’ current at Loew’s. It 
was a flop. 
Future Metro and United Artists’ 
films will be available to neigh- 








borhood and subsequent run 
houses. 

Bergman Lights 
Maurice Bergman has _ joined 


Lord & Thomas as that ad agency’s 
contact representative with Para- 
mount on theatres which it serves. 
He will give particular attention to 
the Paramount, N. Y. Bergman 
also will act as L. & T. contact 
with the Rialto, operated by Arthur 
Mayer. 

Many years with Publix, Bergman 
was advertising and publicity di- 
rector at the Brooklyn Par. 





Disc Spots Her at Fox 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Fox has given a contract to Flor- 
ence Desmond, London recording 
artist, who will come to Hollywood 
in September for the studio’s screen 
musical revue, as yet untitled. 

Miss Desmond first came to atten- 
tion on this side with her imitations 
of film celebs in an English Victor 
record, ‘Hollywood Party.’ 


BEN TURPIN’S CAFE 
San Francisco, May 29. 


Ben Turpin has quit double-cross- 
eyeing the camera and by June 15 
will have his own cafe opened here. 

Turpin has taken over a large 
basement space in the location of 
former Coffee Dan’s and has spent 
considerable dough to fix up the 
slot as ‘Tropical Town.’ 











Macgowan Gets ‘Hide in Dark’ 
Hollywood, May 29. 

Kenneth MacGowan will produce 
‘Hide in the Dark’ for Radio. 

This is one of the pics which had 
been assigned to William Goetz be- 
fore he transferred to the Zanuck- 
Schenck organization. 





WITH INT'L 
AUSPICES 


Visual education is suddenly take 
ing on national as well as interna. 
tional aspects which are scheduled 
to materialize within the next six 
months. Regarded as most impor- 
tant is the decision of the Child 
Welfare Committee of the League 
of Nations to intercede at the 
World Economy Conference imme- 
diately upon its opening in London 
within the next few weeks, for a 
universal lifting of all duty on edu. 
cational pictu. -s. 

The internation:.1 movement there- 
after, as decided by the league, is 
te set up an institution which will 
have the confidence of all countries 
in its selection of films for strictly 
tutorial purposes. 

Unless the tax on films is aban- 
doned by all countries, American 
film leaders, posted on the League’s 
campaign, see little chance for 
teaching pictures ever being recog- 
nized by school systems throughout 
the wortd. The transportation of 
such product now makes the duty 
charges 1..0unt well over production 
costs, it is claimed. 

At the came time certain colleges 
in America are preparing to extend 
the visual experiment on a much 
larger scale than has yet been at- 
tempted. These proponents, mostly 
professor., feel that the faculties of 
the country can be halved and that 
textbooks “an be installed in a re- 
search :ibrary. . 

They hold that the country today 
fs over-teachered and that the 
greatest overhead of the average 
school is represented in teachers’ 
salaries. If some of their experi- 
ments are successful confidence is 
expressed whereby school boards 
can be shown that installing sound 
equipment and buying prints will be 
a marked economy rather than an 
extravagance, 


Fox Adding in Wisc. 


Milwaukee, May 29. 

Wisconsin Amusement’ Enter- 
prises, Fox subsidiary, has taken 
over the Downer and Shorewood, 
Milwaukee; the Rex. Oshkosh, and 
the Menasha, at Menasha, as the 
first step toward increasing Fox 
holdings in Wisconsin. 

Unsettled business conditions 
several months ago caused about 
40 Wisconsin houses operated by 
Fox to be returned to their owners. 

J. S. Grauman and E. W. Wies- 
ner, present operators of the houses 
taken over, will continue in charge. 





Can’t Use Tiff Name 


N. Y¥. Court of Appeals is the 
latest tribunal to uphold the ex- 
clusive right of the nationally 
known jewelers, Tiffany & Co., to 
the use of the word ‘Tiffany’ as 
a trade title. Ruling by the state’s 
highest court reaffirms both the Ap- 
pellate Division’s and Supreme 
Court’s decisions restraining Tiffany 
Productions, Inc., from retaining 
that end of the picture company’s 
moniker. 

Since the action was started Tif- 
fany Productions as a producing- 


distributing entity has passed 
through several mergers, with its 
old product now being released 


through Educational. 


CAL. GOV. SIGNS LABOR BILL 
Los Angeles, May 29. 


Labor unions in this state de- 
feated the so-called ‘Yellow Dog’ 
contracts when Gov. Rolph signed 
a measure outlawing such agree- 
ment. 

It invalidates all 
between employer 
which world prevent 
joining a labo~ union. 


such contracts 
and employee 
latter from 


Metro Awaits Tracy Return 
Hollywood, May 29. 
Metro is awaiting the return this 
week of Lee Tracy from his vaca- 
tion in New York to start produc- 


tion of ‘Turn Back the Clock,’ in 
which he is featured. 
Colleen Moore will probably get 


one of the two femme spots in the 
pic. Edgar Selwyn directs, from 





his own original. 


VISUAL EDUC. ; 
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Shortage of French Pictures 
Leads to New High in Dubbing 





—_ o 

Paris, May 19. 
Never since the advent of the 
sound film, which incidentally 


helped the French film to gain com- 


mercial ground and establish its 
place on the world market, has such 
an apparently complete stoppage of 
all production occurred. 

The most important companies 
have ceased to produce, and are, 
instead, resorting chiefly to the 
dubbing of foreign films (American 
or German). Other former leaders 
in this field are now satisfied to 
distribute films of independent pro- 
ducers. 

From statistical researches made 
in trade circles, it appears that 23 
films have been completed siftce 
January, 1933, that 15 films are in 
course of production in French 
studios, that 80 films are scheduled 
for release, of which about 30 seem 
sure to be produced, 20 will prob- 
ably be released, while the remain- 
ing 30 are rather problematic. This 
is borne out when it is remembered 
that of the 26 films announced in 
December, 1932, only 5 were actu- 
ally turned out. 

Contrary to the past when pro- 
ducers exaggerated their plans, it is 
interesting to note now that none of 
the 50 producers or distributors 
listed in the present survey tried to 
‘bluff’; in fact, they insisted that 
present difficulties, the uncertainty 
of markets, and other unfavorable 
production conditions had them 
guessing. 

Only those French producers that 
actually intend to turn out films 
have announced their projects; these 
projects are modest and the films 
are few. The 30 films of which 
release seems certain only repre- 
sent from 10 to 15% of the market 
requirements. 

Once more the question of dub- 
bing arises in this respect, and it 
would seem that 100 films are to 
be currently dubbed; 45 are already 
completed (including some dubbed 
at the end of 1932, which have not 
yet been released in France) Amer- 
ican companies announce 61, 

This dubbing ‘epidemic’ is due to 
geveral reasons. Primarily, French 
production has been unable to jus- 
tify cost and effort on any large 
scale and with leading companies 
in such poor financial shape, it is 
obvious that to keep going they pre- 
fer a less dangerous method. 

One thing is generally accepted 
by the trade: French cinemas can- 
not exist on the 60 films turned out 
in France this year, plus 20 French 
versions of foreign product, so 
dubbed films are a necessity, 


Bergner to Quit Berlin 


Vienna, May 18. 

Local press has it that Elisabeth 
Bergner, foremost German and Eu- 
ropean dramatic actress, and her 
husband, Paul Czinner, are bidding 
for a palatial residence close to the 
local football grounds with a view 
of settling here for good. Czinner 
is a film director. 

There is also word from Berlin 
that they will shortly sell their 
house at Berlin-Dahlem. 











Piskator’s Russian 
Picture Men Ready 


Moscow, May 12. 

First cinema effort of Erwin Pis- 
kator, leading German modernist 
theatrical director, is due for re- 
lease under the title ‘Fishermen's 
Revolt.’ Picture, under Soviet aegis, 
was begun about two years ago and 
the German director’s experiences in 
Russia have been rough. 

Story is based on a novel by A. 
Segers. Words for chorus songs 
which apparently will figure in the 
action were written by a prominent 
Russian poet, I. Selvinsky. Most of 
the filming was done at points on 
the Black Sea coast. 





Mex. Encourages Shorts 
Mexico City, May 26. 

State Department has granted 
Helmuth Shereiber, noted German 
cinematographist, and his crew of 
cameramen permits to shoot a se- 
ries of scenic and costumes sound 
travelogues in various parts of 
Mexico. 

Department figures 
create a tourist interest in 


pictures will 
Mexico 








in Germany. 


Austrian Import Ratio 
Increased to 15 to 1 


Washington, May 29. 

Austria has tightened up on its 
film import regulations fixing maxi- 
mum of 15 foreign talkies to every 
domestic pic, according to reports 
to Department of Commerce here. 
Move does not affect silent films or 
news reels. 

Import certificates are issued by 
Austrian Government to Vienna 
Chamber of Commerce. Certifi- 
cates are in turn sold to importers 
at rate of 1,000 Austrian shi'lings 
each. Permits for importing of 
films are issued only on presenta- 
tion of certificates. 


All-Spanish Distributor 
Opens First Exchange 


Jack Lustberg sailed Saturday 
(27) for Buenos Aires to open an 
exchange there for Spanish Pro- 
ductions, Inc. It’s a new company 
that intends to have exchanges in 
all of the Spanish markets. J. H. 
Hoffberg is president, Lustberg and 
George Kallman are vice-presi- 
dents. 

Kallman will go to Mexico City 
toward the end of June to open an 
exchange there. Hoffberg remains 
in charge at the New York home 
office. Eventually there will also 
be a branch in Madrid. 

Concern represents for the entire 
world market almost all the indie, 
Spanish film producers’ existing. 
Included in the companies whose 
product they distribute are Rafaelo 
Frias, Jose Alcaidy, Alberto Mon- 
roy, Alphonso Sanchez Tallo, In- 
dustriale Cinematografico, F. P. 
Las Curain and Compagnie Pro- 
ductora de Pelliculas, all of Mexico 
City, and Sonora Films, of Madrid. 

It’s the first indie combine that 
has been made in Spanish film pro- 
duction, the group’s idea being that 
by concentrating distribution, the 
market can be widened and better 
results obtained. 











Hanna Heads for U. S.; 
London Date for Wife 


Paris, May 20. 

Having completed his three month 
Paris assignment to the United 
Artists booking offices as Douglas 
Fairbanks’ personal rep., Mark Han- 
na sailed for New York this week 
to confer with Doug. In all likeli- 
hood, Hanna, because of his famili- 
arity with the Orient, where he was 
stationed formerly, will accompany 
or precede Doug on his forthcom- 
ing trip to China in connection with 
the Fairbanks’ Chinese production. 

Beth Berri (Mrs. Hanna) accom- 
panied Mark as far as London and 
is remaining abroad to fill engage- 
ments in England and France. She 
has been booked by Harry Foster 
to headline for two weeks at the 
London Leiscester Square, new re- 
vue now in rehearsal and has offers 
for night clubs and _ subsequent 
vaudeville appearances. Berri was 
wanted by the Ambassadeurs, Paris, 
to replace Grace Poggi as chief at- 
traction of the cabaret show, as 
Poggi has been called back to Holly- 
wood by Sam Goldwyn. Spot has 
a mixed ‘colored and white floor 
show. Offer was declined. 





Appeal German Ban 
Berlin, May 19. 
‘Man That I Killed’ (Par) has 


been banned here. 
Par appealed thé decision. 





German Film Resume 
3oston, May 29. 

Fine Arts reopens today after 
two weeks dark, due to anti-Hitler 
stir, affecting German films house 
had booked in. 

Feature this week ‘The Cry of 
the World,’ compendium of world’s 
events, and ‘Dreyfus Case.’ Next 
week ‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ 


Buenos Aires Co. Folds 
Zuenos Aires, May 19 
Sociedad General Cinematografica } 


one of the biggest indie film dis- | 
tributors in the l-cal market, has | 
sone into receivership and is liqui- 
dating. | 
Company, besides distributing 
ilso sold equipment | 


films, 


FEJOS’ SHARING IDEA 


Takes U. S. Rights to Vienna Pic 
as Pay for Directing 








Vienna, May 138, 
After directing for Braunberger 
and Osso in Paris, Paul Fejos is 


now making ‘Sun-ray,’ a _ Fejos- 
Otzoup production, starring Anna- 
bella and Gustav Froehlich, at 
Sascha’'s here. 

Berlin’s Cinema to handle rights 
outside America. U. S. rights to 
be sole property of Paul Fejos in- 
stead of his drawing payments for 
production and direction. 

Wants to do next in Barcelona. 
Has a story in mind centering 
around holy Penitent Week, com- 
memorated in Spain every Easter. 
Then hopes to make African pic in 
Johannesburg. 


JERITZA’S FIRST FILM 
SET, VIENNA AUSPICES 


Vienna, May 18. 

Oskar Glueck, chief of Projekto- 
graph Films, announces Marie 
Jeritza is under contract to him 
for a tri-lingual talker, her first. 

The film, called ‘Archduchess 
Alexandra,’ will have an elaborate 
setting of 1918—Russia with plenty 
of scope for both voice and acting 
of Archduchess Jeritza. Story as 
yet in the air, with Hanns Sass- 
mann penning a scenario on appro. 

Apart from Jeritza, Glueck al- 
ready engaged Wilhem Thiele to 
direct, and Leo Slezak to co-star. 
Franz Lehar is to be responsible 
for the score, it is promised. 

According to Glueck, test films of 
Jeritza are excellent. German ver- 
sion to be made at Sascha studios 
in June. English and French ver- 
sions to be made in England. 
+Thiele now over in London to ne- 
gotiate, with Glueck to follow him 
next week, 


Germans Now Censoring 
All 16mm Films, Too 


Washington, May 19. 

Censorship is tightening in Ger- 
many all down the line, according 
to a report by George R. Canty, 
U. S. Film Trade Comraiissioner sta- 
tioned here. New decree just issued 
by the minister of public instruction 
provides that films of sub-standard 
size are subject to the same censor- 
ship rules as govern standard size 
film, even when only intended for 
amateur performances, which inci- 
dentally are to be considered hence- 
forth in the same category as reg- 
ular film shows in motion picture 
theatres. 

The decree, which recommends to 
the police authorities a severe con- 
trol of the narrow-film perform- 
ances, divides narrow films exist- 
ing in Germany into originals in 
narrow film and remakes in narrow 
film. The first type involves films 
produced chiefly by amateurs on 
sub-standard stock, while the term 
remakes in narrow film‘ is under- 
stood to apply to narrow film copies 
made from regular film productions 
that have been officially passed by 
the censors. 

Both kinds of sub-standard size 
films, whether intended for public 
shows or for exhibitions in clubs, 
association, or any other private 
performances, excepting only shows 
for home entertainment, are subject 
to censorship. 

The same rates of censorship 
fees are applied to narrow size films 
as to those of standard size, except 
in the case of ‘remakes’ of stand- 
ard size films already admitted by 
the censors; the narrow film copy 
is then censored free of charge. 

These drastic measures have 
caused some uneasiness in ‘narrow 
film’ circles inasmuch as it is 
thought that increased expenses 
and the difficulties inherent to cen- 
sorship will have a stultifying effect 
on ‘narrow film’ producers. Repre- 
sentatives of the latter have decided 
to petition the ministry for an alley- 
iation of the tax. 

















Van Newsreels Vienna 


Vienna, May 17. | 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., discov- | 





ered with two French cameramen 
in mass meetings and _ political 
demonstrations. 

It is said Vanderbilt is collecting 
'news reel material all over Eu-| 
rope to go with forthcoming lec- | 
tures. 


local 
from 


Vanderbilt registered in 
hotel as journalist, and went 
here via Passau to 


Germany Orders Radical Film Trade 
Reforms to Advance Native Product; 


Cuts Sales Costs, 


Ends Overseating 





lated its new line of 
film matters. After a 
meetings between Dr. Goebels of 
the Hitler ministry with various 
film men, a fairly concise and defi- 
nite program has been outlined and 
attempts will be made, starting im- 
mediately, to resurrect the film in- 
dustry in Berlin. That is learned by 
‘Variety’ from semi-official sources 
in New York and Washington. 

According to German govern- 
mental announcements, the film in- 
dustry there is being reorganized 
for the ‘purpose of securing equal 
representation among _ producers, 
distributors and exhibitors with 
the purpose of rebuilding the in- 
dustry on a healthy basis and cre- 
ating an atmosphere of security 
for producers and investors by 
means of preliminary advisory cen- 
sorship in the administration of 
the producing companies.’ 


Twin Bill Ban 


Statements from official German 
sources are cloudy and ambiguous, 
but throughout there is evident a 
real effort at improvement. In this 


Canty Off to Prague 
To Urge Quota Reform 


Berlin, May 29. 


George Canty, American film 
trade commissioner here, suddenly 
hopped a train for Prague Satur- 
day (27) to see what could be done 
on quota easing there. 

Canty’ believes that Czecho- 
slovakia is ready to give in on the 
quota matter and make things 
easier for entry of foreign films. If 
so, the American companies would 
come back into the market. With 
conditions in Germany what they 
are Czechoslovakia is trying hard 
to make a play for world trade 
leading to the belief that an easier 
quota law is likely. 


approach to 
number of 











Mexico Anxious About 
Old Eisenstein Film 


Mexico City, May 26. 


Ministry of Foreign Relations 
has ordered the Mexican consul in 
Los Angeles to attend with his 
notebook and both eyes open pre- 
miere there of ‘Thunder Over 
Mexico’ (‘Hurrah for Mexico’) 
made in this country a couple of 
years ago by. Serge’ Eisenstein, 
noted Russian director. 

Ministry announces that it has 
heard that Upton Sinclair, who 
edited the Eisenstein production, 
‘mutilated and adulterated’ the film 
to an extent that only phases detri- 
mental to Mexico were retained. 
Consul has been instructed to sup- 
ply ministry with a complete re- 
port about the picture. 





Tobis Co. Shows Loss 


Amsterdam, May 20. 


‘Germany has pretty well formu- vein, one of the first governmental 


regulations call for an absolute end 
of double features, making the 
showing of more than one feature 
in a theatre a legal offense. For 
more than two years German ex= 
hibs and distribs have been fight- 
ing with the growing headaches of 
bi-featuring and couldn't do any- 
thing about it. 


Also the government has taken 
under advisement the matter of 
taxes and will attempt to grade 


theatrical and film taxes down 
where necessary to make progress 
possible at the b. o. 

There are a number of jokers in 
the new lineup, but the proposi- 
tion for the first time fs along open 
lines. 

A special film committee was 
formed with Christoff Mulleneisen 
in charge of domestic and foreign 
distribution; Felix Pfitzner han- 
dling studios; Adolf Engl on the 
theatre matters; Heinrich Bolten- 
Backers in charge of industry mate 
ters and Herr Schmidy on pro- 
duction. These are all old-line 
Berlin film men, They are to work 
in with the Spio (as reorganized to 
the National Socialist Kommission 
Spio), the Nazi Party, the Ministry, 
the reorganized NSK Tobis Com- 
mission and under advisement of 
the Kampfbund (Nazi Film Labor 
Union). Another special committee 
is for press purposes and is headed 
by Dr. L. Nusser, editor of the 
‘Film Kurrier,’ which is now the of- 
ficial Nazi film trade paper. A third 
committee is for preliminary con- 
trol of scenarios and casts. It’s 
headed by Herr Cremer. Another 
committee still is the Tobis thing, 
which means a group for control of 
license and electrical fees. Spio, 
former organization of producers 
and filmites, has been reorganized 
to conform. 

A Film Magna Charta 

New line of procedure as laid 
out in an officially released ‘Film 
Magna Charta’ calls for the followe 
ing items: 

1. Scenarios and music for films 
must be based on works German in 
spirit. All films, even if intended for 
foreign distribution, must be ‘pene- 
trated with German spirit and cul- 
ture.’ Order goes on to point out 
that ‘motion picture theatres should 
be places of entertainment and 
pleasure, but at the same time they 
should not neglect their task of cul- 
tural influence.’ 

2. An amicable understanding will 
be sought on matters of music and 
music rights. No court actions will 
be started without previous warning 
against any German film enterprise, 

3. The special NSK Tobis come 
mision will work with the govern- 
ment toward alleviation of license 
terms. 

4. Studio space in Germany gen-« 
erally will be a free matter of choice 
for a'l recognized producers. 

5. Nothing is to hinder studio 
production activities, although more 
rigid economy is called for all down 
the line. 

6. Shifting of producers to fore 
eign studios, or any studios outside 
of Germany, is not permitted. In 
cases where this proviso is violated 





Tobis Maatschappij Internationale, 
which includes the Tobis holdings in 
France, Germany, England and 
Switzerland, according to its state- 
ment just made public, shows a loss 
of $16,160 for the past year. 

Company lost money in all of its 
holdings except France, where a 
profit was shown. 

Tobis’ Berlin branch is now trying 
to arrange a deal with Sacha of 
Vienna, whereby the two will inter- 
prod: ce and distribute. Sacha is in 
receivership. 


French Labor Peeve 





| has been using a 
} m igraphie for 


Munich | fect 


the producers may find it difficult to 
market the product involved within 
Germany. (Directors and casts are 
not mentioned here, but it is be- 
lieved the principle carries through 
to them also). 
Must Cut Seatage 

7. Distributors must concentrate 
their efforts at marketing good films 
at cheaper prices than heretofore, 
Distribution expenses must be re- 
duced as much as possible and dis- 
tribution must be concentrated in 
the hands of a small number of 
units. 





May 20. 
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8. EXxhibitors must get to work 
immediately to remove excess seate 
age wherever it exists. If that in- 
volves the closing of theatres, it 
must nevertheless be accomplished 

and quickly. 

9. Production of films will be 
made easier. There will no longer 
be any doubt whether or not a sce< 
nario is fit for production or exhibi- 
tion, because the Propaganda sece 
tion of the Nazi Party will decide 
lefinitely one way or the other. Also 
there will be no more doubt as to 
what persons may or may not be 
employed as writers, actors, or come 

| posers in films. 

10. Endeavors to reduce exaggere- 
ited salaries will be supported by 


the government at all times. 
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Cool 


KEEPING EM 
ON ICE!... 


THE YEAR’S BIG LAUGH 
ON THE RADIO BUSINESS! 


ey epee 


“A 


RA alee 





RICHARD DIX 


“THE PUBLIC 
BE SOLD” 


[TENTATIVE TITLE} 


A smashing up-to-the-minute bus- 
iness romance of a hard hitting 
young advertising man who knew 
how to sell a biil of goods to a 
million people ... or a girl! 

with 

ELIZABETH ALLAN 
= DORIS KENYON 
: ALAN DINEHART 

















. EE > 


“PROFESSIONAL 
SWEETHEART” 


GINGER ROGERS NORMAN FOSTER 
ZASU PITTS FRANK McHUGH 
Allen Jenkins Gregory Ratoff 





CONSTANCE 


BENNETT 


Glamorous . . Gorgeously Gowned 


BED OF ROSES 


with 


JOEL McCREA 


John Halliday Pert Kelton Samuel Hinds 


Directed by Gregory La Cava 
Pandro S. Berman Production 









The Private 
Life of the 
“Purity Girl’ 








* of the Ippsy- 
" ‘ Wipsy Wash 
The throbbing love story of a girl Cloth Hour} 
who wanted to make her life a bed who was too # 
of roses .. but forgot that every good to be® 
: rose has its thorn! true! 
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GIRLS AND MUSIC 
AND WAVES OF 
LAUGHTER 


SR cea. 





IRENE DUNNE : 
SILVER CORD 


with 


JOEL M°CREA 


Frances Dee, Eric Linden 
Laura Hope Crews 


Directed by John Cromwell from 
Sidney Howard’s Theatre Guild Play 


Pandro S. Berman Production 








your aching brow Mr. 
‘Exhibitor... RKO 
RADIO HAS PIC- 
TURES ... and we're 
not keeping ’em on ice 
for the fall and winter! 
You’re going to get ’em 
now... LHIS SUM - 
MER .. . right when 
the thermometer is get- 
ting sunstroke and your | 
box-office needs a shot | “a 
in the arm! % 


UNANIMOUS PRAISE FROM 
THE CRITICS FOR THE BEST 
WOMAN’S PICTURE IN YEARS! 



















M ELODY 
CRUISE” 


with 


CHARLIE RUGGLES 
PHIL HARRIS 


Greta 
_NISSEN 
Helen 
MACK 
Marjorie 


GATESON 


Chick 
CHANDLER 


anda Flock 
of Girls 
Everywhere...onthe that will 
air they’re playing the make the 
big song hit “isn’t wild waves 
This a Night for Love” wilder! 












AND A DOZEN 
OTHERS... 
READY, IN 
WORK AND 
COMING! 


WHEELER & WOOLSEY in “Diplomaniacs’’... Bill Boyd, 
William Gargan, Wynne Gibson in a smash drama of the 





Two Great Stars 








brought togeth- 
erin a Great 
Drama of Mod- 
ern Marriage! 


x * 





g N N HARDING 
WRUAR POWELL 


DOUBLE HARNESS 


with 
Henry Stephenson, Lucile 
Browne, George Meeker 
Directed by JOHN CROMWELL 


hospital racket “EMERGENCY CALL” ... “India Speaks” 
with RICHARD HALLIBURTON ... Chester Morris and 
Vivienne Osborne in “TOMORROW AT SEVEN”...“FLYING 
DEVILS” air thriller..“FLAMING GOLD” .. The last EDGAR 
WALLACE story “The Death Watch” ... Phillips Holmes, 
George Stone, Fay Wray in “THE BIG BRAIN” ...“THE DEL- 
UGE”... and another CONSTANCE BENNETT production. 


YOU’LL GET ’EM WHEN YOU NEED ’EM 
... WE’RE NOT KEEPING ’EM ON ICE! 


RKO 




















PICT 
MERIAN C. COOPER j Executive Producer 
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chants with several of them going 


ote) 8=— ota (Gite ~S Ci By:~ Epes W. Sargent 
Cleve’s Big Bally so called ‘first run theatres charg- Rubinoff’s Gag up most of the downtown mer- $1 60-FOR-$1 DUCATS 


Cleveland. 

Loew's State selected opening of 
‘Hell Below’ for its biggest exploita- 
tion campaign of year, recruiting 
both local army and navy authori- 
ties to help make the town con- 
scious of sea-war film thrillers, 

Three army planes prologued the 
midnight premiere by stunting over 
theatrical section and directing a 
sham battle at theatre below, while 
searchlights played on them. Naval 
reserve band marched _ through 
streets and put on half-hour side- 
walk concert that was put on air 
through mike installed in lobby. 
J. Cc. Sullivan, technician who served 
on battleship Colorado which Metro 
used in filming pix, dragged in 
crowds by giving radio spiel in 


Street traffic was jammed for two 
blocks by the time the show begin- 
ning was signaled by a salvo of 
shots fired by marines stationed on 
marquee. 

Only drawback to all the State’s 
super-ballyhoo was that the next- 
door RKO Palace cashed in on it by 
throwing a rival midnight pre-view 
at the same time. Competition hurt, 
as the Palace’s picture, ‘Below the 
Sea,’ lent itself to the same type of 
exploitation. 





Semi-Haircuts 

First hot Saturday last year a 
theatre made a deal to give any kid 
a haircut free provided he got it 
half in the morning and the other 
half in the afternoon. About 50 
kids responded and each had a clip- 
per cut on the right side and then 
was turned loose with instructions 
to come back at four o’clock, when 
the barber completed the _ clip. 
Meanwhile they were all over town 
displaying their freak haircuts and 
advertising the theatre as nothingT 
else could. 

As a safety measure each kid had 
to bring written okay from his 
mother, but most parents seemed to 
feel that a saving on the cost of 
the clip and a free ticket to the 
show was worth while. 

House is working it again this 
year, but the kids are paying for the 
clips. Gag now is that any kid who 
turns up for the first matinee with 
a half haircut can get in free, but 
he pays the barber himself. 

Good only for a town small 
enough for the children to be no- 
ticed, but there are plenty of these. 





Extension 

Air conditioned theatre is prepar- 
ing to repeat last year’s success in 
keeping the house open until mid- 
night. Show is over shortly before 
11, but no one is chased out. Lights 
go half up and crowd can stay and 
enjoy the temperature. No dancing 
or violent effort, they just sit around 
and chat with phonograph records 
on the non-synec faded down so as 
not to interrupt. 

Sandwiches and cool drinks are 
served in the mezzanine, which has 
the carpet taken up for the sum- 
mer. There was enough trade last 
year to pay for running the plant 
the extra hour, and about half the 
patrons remain until nearly closing 
time. 

House figures that last year the 
last show attendance was about 
40% better than that for the pre- 
vious year on warm nights. 


Double Header 

One of the bush league town man- 
agers is planning something a little 
different for ‘Elmer the Great’ when 
that comes his way. Boy orphans 
will be taken to see the ball game 
then they and the two teams will 
come to the theatre for the show, 
after which the kids will be fed be- 
fore taken back to the orphanage. 

It’s a four-way stunt with the 
newspaper, a caterer, the ball peo- 
ple and the theatre all working in 
together, and figured that all will 
pick up enough out of the publicity 
to make it worth while. The cater- 
er seems to be on the small end, but 
he has the dog and pop concession 
at the ball park and felt it would 
be politic to come in. 





Anti-First Run 

A. Leventhal, of the Luxor thea- 
tre, Brooklyn, a nabe house, is after 
the first run fetich by way of his 
house program. He opens with a 
slightly prejudiced definition, but 
it’s good copy for the subsequents. 
It runs: ‘First run is a name given 
to a picture to entice you “into pay- 
doubtful 





ing a premium for the 
privilege of having seen it before 
others. 

‘Very often these so called first 
run pictures have been shown 
throughout the country before 
reaching New York City. 

‘Rumors have been spread that} 
pictures playing neighborhood the- | 
atres have portions cut or missing. | 
This is a deliberate falsehood told to 
further induce your patronage of | 
so-called first run theatres. The; 
picture; ° vioe the Luxor theatre 
are iceatical with those shown in 


ing prices greater than ours.’ 

This winds up with a bold ‘Until 
you have seen a picture, it is first 
run. Don't be misled by the ‘first 
run’ bugaboo. Save money with the 
Luxor common sense prices.’ 

Mr. Leventhal might be interested 
in the slogan current some 10 years 
ago which ran, ‘A book is new until 
you have read it.’ 


Magic Stuff 


Magic gags always seem to go 
over. Manager collected recently on 
a store window stunt that cost lit- 
tle and got a lot of readers. Man 
dressed to suggest what used to be 
the typical stage magician with 
black satin breeches and black 
moustache and goatee was supplied 
with sales copy printed on squares 
of white paper. Magician worked 
in front of a false wall of cloth and 
‘mesmerized’ the paper so that it 
stuck to the wall so long as he held 
his hand outstretched. When it 
dropped, the paper fluttered to the 
floor, to the astonishment of the 
spectators. 

Answer was that the space in the 
wall where the paper stuck was of 
scrim, and a vacuum cleaner on the 
other side held a vacuum when the 
current was on. Contact was made 
through one of the boards on the 
floor of the window. So long as 
the magician stuck to that board, 
he could make the paper stick. Cut- 
ting off the current caused it to 





drop. Each sheet was held long 
enough to insure reading of the 
message. 


Only cost around $4 to fit up, 
and it sold plenty of tickets. 





Effective Sign 

Palace, N. Y., had an unusually 
effective lobby board recently that 
is something of a getaway from the 
usual. 

Board was the regulation three- 
sheet size, but provided with a 
shadow box. The program proper 
was painted on an oblong about half 
the size of the space and mounted 
on a block two or three inches high, 
set off to the right-hand side. This 
provided space for other sales copy 
as to prices and showings in the 
remaining portion, getting equal 
prominence and yet not being in- 
trusive on the program, which was 
the important part of the sales ar- 
gument. 

The effect in this instance was 
heightened by the use of two neon 
tubes, red and green, alternately 
flashing, but a good effect can be 
achieved with only white light. The 
big idea is that, by blocking up part 
of the display, it gets greater first 
attention than where the entire 
poster is painted on the flat. 





Invitation 


One of the stunts that seems to 
be indicated on ‘A Kiss Before the 
Mirror’ is a neat vanity table in the 
lobby with the title of the picture 
and ‘come and get it’ lettered on 
the glass. It got a giggle. Best 
used before the opening, but can be 
continued through the playing days. 

J. L. Schanberger, of Keith's, Bal- 
timore, got a good result by con- 
tacting beauty parlors. The oper- 
ators were given passes, and they 
talked the show up to their cus- 
tomrs. Beauty specialists make 


ideal contacts, since they work on. 


a single client for some time and 
have plenty of time for chatter. 

In some sections the card kiss is 
being used for the women patrons, 
and seems to be getting along in 
spite of its age. Some of those 
good old stunts are still better than 
new pinch hits. 





Dance Class Revived 
Los Angeles. 

Tieup between Uptown theatre 
and a dancing academy to boost 
Saturday matinees has worked s0 
well Fox West Coast will try it in 
other houses. 

Uptown gave six free dancing les- 
sons to kids who attended 10 mati- 
nees. At the end of the course the 
youngsters were presented on the 
stage. Theatre paid the instructor 
25c per kid, and got the juve pro- 
duction free as a draw at mats. 

From a handful of kids attending 
the mat when the tieup started, 
Uptown boosted the attendance to 
several hundred. 

Scare "Em 

There’s a chance for a big whoop, 
if you have the next Warner musi- 
cal booked, by warning gold hoard- 
ers that the Gold Diggers are com- 
ing. If it can be laid off to a bank, 


with strong warning copy, so much 
the better, for there must be some 
reason apparent why hoarded gold 
should be advertised for. 

After a run of a few days the full 
title can be broken, and it will set | 
a laugh. fetter for the first run} 
houses than the subsequents, since 
ithe first runs will tip off on the 
later showings, but if adroitly 
worked it can be run into a local 
sensation that will give a favorable 


reaction 


Dave Rubinoff’s who's touring 
after a long run at the Paramount, 
is using a little practical exploita- 
tion to hoist his band over. If he 
can find an opening for a special 
plug he hops to it. 


In Pottsville, Pa., for example, he 
played at a cooking school sponsored 
by a newspaper. It was the last 
night of his engagement, and it was 
more or less spontaneous, so not 
advertised, but Rubinoff will prob- 
ably be back there some time and 
they'll all be waiting for him. 

Sometimes it happens that a stunt 
worked with no immediate outlook 
for a return is a better gag than 
one which bargains space for space. 
It’s the secret of the perfect ex- 
ploiteer, but most are too short- 
sighted to toss bread upon the 
waters unless there’s a wave break- 
ing inshore at the time, 





Jigged Shoppers 


Something a little different was 
worked in Minneapolis for ‘Gabriel 
Over the White House.’ Photo- 
graphs were made in downtown 
spots and these were made into 
cuts after being jigged. Published 
in the ‘Star’ and an offer of tickets 
to those who could be identified in 
the crowd. Paper gave the gag a 
front page box with plenty about 
‘Gabe’ and the playdates, and it 
helped the State to run business up. 

Another good gag was inviting 
the members of the Dem. Nat. 
Comm. to be the guests of the the- 
atre, with the Governor included in 
the invitation. It might be objected 
that this gave too much emphasis 
to the political angle, but it’s one 
way to sell the picture. 


Celebrated 


Birmingham. 

The Paramount at Montgomery 
last week did some exploiting. Sat- 
urday was designated as ‘school’s 
out celebration day.’ Ice cream, 
cake and candy was donated by 
merchants for the children. 

The picture was ‘What, No Beer?’ 


Looking Forward 


Los Angeles. 

Taking advantage of the wide- 
spread publicity given President 
Roosevelt’s book, ‘Looking For- 
ward,’ the title of which has been 
made into a picture by Metro, Eddie 
Hitchcock, MGM _ exploiteer, went 
the limit in ballyhooing the current 
Loew’s State engagement of the 
picture. In addition to a proclama- 
tion by Mayor John C. Porter de- 
signating the seven days as ‘Look- 
ing Forward Week,’ Hitchcock tied 








for the special night gag. Three 
individual street ballyhoos were put 
out, streets in the vicinity of the 
theatre were decorated, and numer- 
ous window displays arranged. 





Keeps "Em Busy 

Mayfair theatre, New York, 
doesn’t care whether or not a stunt 
fits the current show so long as it 
gets attention. vag for current 
show is half a dozen Mutoscopes 
grouped around the b.o. They have 
been tricked so the coin operated 
device is not working, and all and 
sundry are invited to give a look. 

To be questioned whether the 
stunt effects many direct sales to 
the viewers, but it keeps the lobby 
filled and prosperous looking and 
that helps. 


Mayfair needs something to get 
attention, and this is one of the 
best gags since the talking mummy. 


‘Adorable’ Slants 


There's a good chance for a hook- 
up page of ‘Adorable’ merchandise 
in the Fox picture of that title, and 
another good chance to brand hats 
and other local products with the 
same title, with one or more of the 
product to be disposed of by the 
theatre according to whatever 
scheme seems to promise the best 
results. 


There is also a contest chance, 
either by vote or stage appearance 
for the most adorable girl, with or 
without the resemblance to Gaynor 
stressed. 

It’s a title that lends itself well to 
a variety of stunts, with, of course, 
a hook-up to the song and perhaps 
ticket prizes for extra verses. With 
a name to work with, the hook-ins 
should be easy. 


Sting Cards 


Edward Selette, of the Colonial, 
Utica, has revived the old sting 
cards with good success. Idea is 
that the come-on is nicked a dime 
at the request of a friend and re- 
ceives a card with ‘Thank you, old 
dear. You are now initiated in the 
E. Z. Mark Club. Don’t get peeved, 
but add a nickel orstwo to the next 
initiation fee you receive and see—’ 
the show at the Colonial. It’s old 
stuff, but it seems to stand revival 
about every so often. 

Incidentally the show you will see 
will be two features and a tiny tab 
show, with giveaways most days, a 
bicycle contest for the children and 
free parking space for baby car- 
riages. Price is a dime up to six 
and then 15c downstairs with the 











balcony still 10c. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Dallas. 


Following the footsteps of their 
bosses, p.a. Besa Fairtrace of the 
Melba staff is now under the Ma- 
jestic banner and p.a. Faye Lem- 
mon of the Old Mill is now at the 
Melba. 





Los Angeles. 


Montrose, in Montrose, Calif. 
(suburb) has been sold by H. J. 





Adams to Mont Friend. Policy is 
straight pix. 
Dallas. 
Texas, permits of four Karl 


corporations originally 
in Louis.ana have just 
been issued. These are Dallas In- 
terstate Corp., Louisiana, 1,000 
shares no par value, Karl Hoblit- 
zelle, Texas agent; Fort Worth and 
Houston, same setup; San Antonio 
Interstate Corp., same setup with 
3,000 shares no par value. Actual 
work of taking over houses formerly 
leased by Hoblitzelle to RKO will 
require about six months’ time. 


Hoblitzelle 
chartered 





Akron. 
Larry Thompson, asst. mgr. of 
Loew’s Akron, shifted to Loew’s 
Palace, Indianapolis. New assistant 
to Ernie Austgen is Edward Rich- 
ardson., 





Galveston. 
Jack Pickens, owner of Rio the- 
atre, Corpus Christi, has leased 
Royal theatre at Laredo, largest 


picture house in border city. 





Baltimore. 











Shift in the Loew personnel of 
| this district sent Charles McLeary, 
| former manager of the vaudfilm 
| Century here, to the Loew spot in 
| Harrisburg, Pa. Fred Greenway, 
| MeCleary’s assistent here, rises a 
peg to manage the Century. 
} Pittsburgh. 
Two more departures last week 
'for St. Louis, where George Tyson, 
WB's former advertising director 
here, has just been appointed to 
éjbandle the Skouras theatre interests 


with Cullen Espy. Christy Wilbert, 
publicity assist:nt to Tyson here 
and later with him in Milwaukee, 
left by motor to join the Skouras 
press staff, while Bill Zeilor, once 
assistant manager of Stanley and 
later manager of Enright, has taken 





over the -aanagement of the Am- 
bassador. 
Eagle Grove, Ia. 
FE. E. Morris, proprietor of the 


Princess, taken to the Mayo clinic, 
Rochester, Minn., for major opera- 
tion. 





Denver. 

New theatre being planned for 
Holyoke, Colo., by W. A. White, im- 
plement dealer. 

Universal sound installed in the 
Mines theatre, Idaho Springs, Colo. 

A. L. Davis, owner of the build- 
ing, now operating the Arvada the- 
atre, Arvada, Colo.; he’s looking 
for a manager. 

Westlands Theatre Corp. build- 
ing 600-seat theatre at Greeley, 
Colo. Kiva will be the name, In- 
dian for amusement center. 

Richard S. Marsh and Chas. A. 
Lamar, owners of the Tribune, have 
bought the Lusk theatre, Lusk, 
Wyo. 





Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 

Roslyn, one of the swank towns 
on North Shore, will have its first 
pic house in several years on Labor 
Day. Roslyn Playhouse Corp. will 
build 700-seater on site of old 
Tower, destroyed several years ago 
by fire. Corporation is local group 
headed by Emil T. Rinas. 





Council Bluffs, Ia. 





Publix, operating the Strand 
under sublease from Fox West 
Coast, has turned back the house 
to the Strand Bldg. Co. Union 
operators walked out with the! 
transfer, non-union men to con- | 
tinue operation, the building com- | 
pany to manage. 

Wilmette, Tl. 

Kroeschell Engineering Co. is in- 


stalling an air conditioner for Sam| 
Meyers in his Teatro Del Lago here. 


LIKED IN MIDWEST 


Chicago, May 29. 

Great States-Publix successfully 
tried out its own ‘dollar day’ in a 
dozen towns last week. For $1 cus- 
tomers could purchase four 40c tick- 
ets, six 30c, six 25c or five 35- 
centers. Sale of the bargain ducats, 
which are good any time, reported 
good. 

This method represents a drastic 
improvement in simplicity of hand- 
ling and in the bargain offer over 
the coupon books the various cir- 
cuits have heretofore peddled at a 
minimum investment by the patron 
of $2.50, and generally with a meagre 
10% premium for the wholesale buy. 


Digging, Too 
New Haven. 


At the Roger Sherman, Jack San- 
son is shooting the works in one of 
the most extensive publicity cam- 
paigns carried on locally in months. 
Reason is eastern premiere of ‘Gold 
Diggers’ and Sanson is putting over 
some nice exploitation. In addition 
to a rich lobby display with a gold 
background, house has taken on a 
group of girls in gold costumes who 
distribute heralds announcing com- 
ing of film in door-to-door canvass, 
Girls wears gold capes, which flap 
back to show ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ 
in gold letters on red background, 
Sanson also has built a large float 
in gold and will tour the streets 
loaded with more femmes in cos- 
tume. Posters and window cards 
cover nearby towns within 30 miles. 
In addition, stickers have been 
placed on all soda fountain mirrors 
plugging a ‘Gold Diggers Delight’ 
sundae, recipe for which has been 
worked up by theatre. As a final 
gesture, a tie-up with local sheet 
offers a ten-dollar prize for best 
500-word review on the film, 











Mostly Names 
There's a lesson in exploitation in 
the house sheet Ted Toddy gets 
out occasionally from the Atlanta 
office of Columbia. It’s Teddy’s 
idea to sell pictures to the exhibs, 
but he does not fill his 12 pages 





with blurbs about the current and 
coming product. 

Instead he briefs a few campaigns 
and gives the rest of the space to 
personal mention of exhibs in his 
territory, with the result that the 
exhib has his guard down when the 
salesman happens around. Then it’s 
up to the salesman to sell him the 
contract. 

Intensive salesmanship is all right 
in advertisements, but try some 
honey, with just enough vinegar to 
give it a tang, and play up person- 
alities instead of pictures now and 
then, It works for Toddy. 


Gold Star Oakleys 


Los Angeles. 

All Gold Star mothers will be 
guests at Fox-West Coast theatres, 
Decoration day (30). Those with- 
out transportation will be taken to 
the theatres by American Legion 
men. Trailers inviting the women 
have been flashed in all the houses. 








More Diggers 


Denver. 

As a part of the exploitation for 
the world premiere of ‘Gold Diggers 
of 1933,’ Harry Huffman buried $200 
in $2.50 gold pieces in a centrally 
located vacant lot, and turned the 
crowd loose on it at 10 a.m. Thurs- 
day. About 8,000 made the gold 
rush and in a short time probably 
most of the money, in small pill 
boxes, was dug up, but many dug 
all day and some went back the 
next. 

At 4 a.m. the first ‘gold digger’ 
appeared, and by six hundreds were 
waiting for the gun. The picture 
is running day and date at the 
Aladdin and Orpheum. 





Nearly a Riot 


Seattle. 

Advertising that the first 100 iadies 
in line at the Music Box (Hamrick), 
in Tacoma, would be admitted free 
of charge for ‘Sins of Love’ (Ind) 
got terrific results. So eager were 
the women to be on this free list 
that a near-riot started, with the 
unexpected result that three of the 
fajr ones were arrested for using 
rough tactics. 


Paying for Tieups 








| house 
| Coast 
| drive, 


Los Angeles. 
prizes previously 
district and 


In addition to 
announced for the 
managers in the Fox West 
‘dollar and sense’ business 
now under way, an award 


of $100 will be made to the house 


| manager who executes the best exe 


ploitation campaign, or tieup, while 
the contest is on, 
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» IT’S GOT THAT 
TINGLE! 






say the critics and the crowds 


a 





“Their best picture since ‘Bad Girl’ and 
a to be ranked with that vehicle.” 
—N. Y. Telegraph 





“Not since ‘Bad Girl’ have they had a 
more interesting story.” —N. Y. Mirror 





“Reminiscent of ‘Bad Girl.’ Human and 
understandable to millions of patrons.” 
—M. P. Daily 


* 
: 


It has the same down-to-earth, into- * 
the-heart sincerity as “Bad Girl”... 
the same pulsing reality that hits 
audiences where they live...the same 
clean, human qualities that make you 
proud to meet your patrons after 


_— 


the show. FOX showmanship again! 


HOLD ME TIGHT 
JAMES DUNN SALLY EILERS 


From Margaret Rigdon’s story “Department Store” 
Directed by DAVID BUTLER 


& 
Chalk up ancther hit for 


FOX 
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Open Spaces Confine 
O’Brien, So Player 
Turning to Drama 





Hollywood, May 29. 
While not forsaking westerns en- 
tirely, George O’Brien will branch 


out into a wider range of pictures 
with only an occasional horse opera, 
upon completion of his present con- 
tract with Fox in July. 

Saddle star believes confinement 
to present type of pix will cramp 
his future, and he is prepared to 
write the proposed greater leeway 
into his new Fox deal. 

Understood contract will provide 
for two westerns to be made under 
Sol Wurtzel’s supervision, with the 
rest of his time left open so that 
O’Brien may pick and choose as he 
likes, either at Fox or elsewhere. It 
is known that O’Brien has had of- 
fers from a number of major studios 
to sign for straight dramatic fea- 
tures. New arrangement will per- 
mit this, with Fox having first call. 

He has one more, ‘The Last Trail’, 
slated to start June 8, to finish un- 
der the present contract. 


PARAMOUNT’S PIC BOOM 
SLATES 12 IN 5 WEEKS 


Hollywood, May 29. 


‘Midnight Club’ went into produc- 
tion at Paramount (29), the last of 
this season's product. Another 
starter was “Three Cornered Moon’, 
which opens peak production at the 
s_udio where 12 films will go. in 
within five weeks. 

Wollowing Monday (5) ‘Big Execu- 
tive’ is slated for the cameras, with 
Cary Grant, Elizabeth Young and 
Richard Bennett, and ‘Chrysalis’ 
with Miriam Hopkins, Sylvia Sid- 
ney, Fredric March and George Raft. 

Set for June 12 are ‘Torch Singer’, 
Claudette Colbert and _ Ricardo 
Cortez; ‘May to Love’, Maurice 
Chevalier, and “Too Much Har- 
mony’, Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, 
Skeets Gallagher and Harry Green. 

Starters for June 19 are ‘I'm No 
Angel’, Mae West and Cary Grant, 
and ‘Duck Soup’ (‘Cracked Ice’), 
the Marx Brothers picture; ‘To the 
Last Man’, western, and ‘She Made 
Her Bed’, Charles Rogers’ film with 
Carole Lombard and Roland Young. 

Following week a second Charles 
Rogers’ film, ‘Golden Harvest’, is 
scheduled for production. 

Continuing over this week are 
ier Body Guard’, ‘Mama Loves 
Papa’, ‘Man of the Forest’, ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon’, and ‘This Day 
and Age’. 

‘Three Cornered Moon’, play by 
Gertrude Tonknogy, was adapted 
by S. K. Lauren and Ray Harris, 
and is being directed by Elliott Nu- 
gent with Yosha Frank, his asso- 
ciate. In the cast are Claudet Col- 
bert, Richard Arlen, Jack Oakie, 
May Boland, Lyda Roberti, William 
Bakewell, Tom Brown and Joan 
Marsh. 











Studio Placements 


Ed Brophy, ‘Beer Garden,’ Metro 
short. , 

John Beal, Minor Watson, An- 
other Language,’ Metro. ; 

David Landau, ‘Country Doctor, 
Radio. 

Fuzzy Knight, ‘This Day and 
Age,’ Par. 

Salsbury Field, to adapt his orig- 
inal, ‘Family Man,’ Radio. 

Matt McHugh, Frank Sheridan, 
‘Man Who Dared,’ Fox-Wurtzel. 

Rochelle Hudson, ‘Wild Boys of 
the Road,’ WB. 

Gregory Ratoff, 
Par. 

Roland Young, ‘Fog Bound,’ Radio. 





‘I’m No Angel,’ 


Helen Ware, ‘Flaming Gold,’ 
Radio, ; 

Eric Linden, ‘Little Women, 
Radio. 


Harry Holman, ‘Stranger’s Re- 
turn,’ Metro. : 

Lionel Atwill, Paul Lukas, Gloria 
Stuart, ‘Secret of the Blue Room, 
Universal. 

Emil Chautard, 
‘Devil's in Love,’ Fox. 

Ralph Morgan, ‘Mad Game,’ Fox. 

Ray June will photograph ‘Roman 
Scandals,’ UA. 

Paul Lukas, 
Room,’ U. 

Pat O’Malley, Tom Brower, 
Death Watch,’ Radio. 

Monroe Owsley, Reginald 
Theresa Maxwell Conover, 
Moment,’ Col. 

Hardie Albright, ‘Three-Cornered 
Moon,’ Schulberg-Par. 

Hugh Huntley, ‘Double Harness’, 
Radio. 

John 
Radio 


Paul Porcasi, 


‘Secret of the Blue 
‘The 


Mason, 
‘Brief 


Warburton, ‘Fog ound’, 





Hiss Silencer 





Hollywood, May 29. 

M. M. Paggi, sound recorder 
at Paramount studios, has 
found a way to cure ‘whistlers.’ 
A ‘whistler’ is an actor or ac- 
tress, whose front teeth leak 
air, so that the pronunciation 
of ‘s’ comes out with a hiss 
like the release of an airbrake. 

When Paggi spots one of the 
aforesaid he makes him plug 
the dental leak with chewing 
gum. It stops the noise. 











Par Reorg. 





(Continued from page 5) 


of Southern Enterprises, company 
which formed the nucleus of the 
Publix chain. He is one of the 
really successful showmen of the 
biz. Additionally he enjoys the rep 
of having developed more big time 
manpower in the industry's various 
branches. He is a big creditor of 
Publix, at one time lending the firm 
$1,000,000 for certain theatre activi- 
ties in the south, and financially 
ranks among the highest. 

James R. Grainger, former sales 
manager of Fox, was among those 
mentioned in some new setup on 
Par management. Schaefer’s ap- 
pointment as gen. mgr. by trus- 
tees, with full approval of the 
boards of the distribution company 
and other major subsidiaries, also 
tends to squelch any probability of 
Grainger coming in. 

In addition to serving as g. m. 
Schaefer retains the post of dis- 
tribution chief. He is v. p. of that 
subsidiary, Par Distribution Corp., 
and also is a member of the execu- 
tive committee of P-P, the parent 
company. This gave him a voice 
in production matters, which he will 
extend. 

Schaefer’s new capacity virtually 
restores to Par the powers Sidney 
R. Kent had as gen. mgr. in charge 
of distribution. Later Kent relin- 
quished the general managership of 
the company and became a v. p. of 
Paramount Publix. 

Vacancy created in Fox by the 
elimination of James R. Grainger as 
sales head is filled by S. R. Kent, 
elevating James Clark to the title of 
general manager of distribution. 
Previously Clark was made a Fox 
director. 

Shortly after he was made Fox 
president, Kent conscripted Clark 
from Paramount, It was understood 
from the start Clark would succeed 
Grainger, despite the _ technical 
personal assistant to the president. 





Education 
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interrogations are being put to stu- 
dents: 

(1) Did you ever think about the 
funny papers as telling stories 
through motion pictures? How is 
it done? By dialog? By suggesting 
motion? 

(2) Discuss the relationship be- 
tween the interest in funny papers 
and the film comedies. Do the 
comic strips suggest motion? How? 

(3) How might television affect 
our recreational habits? 

In another chapter describing a 
trip through Hollywood studios the 
appended object lesson includes: 

(1) Why are most motion pictures 
now made in Hollywood? 

(2) How can the public help to 
prevent bad taste in costuming? 

(3) Is there hope of developing 
writers who are directors as well? 

(4) What ‘boners’ have you noticed 
in motion pictures? 

Other questions of the 200 or 
more on all phases of films ask why 
directors are so little known, while 
stars get all of the publicity; com- 
parison of books with the picture 
versions; what problems pictures 
have helped the fan to solve, etc., 
etc. 


KORNMAN IN CROSBY SHORTS 
Hollywood, May 29. 

Mary Kornman has been signed 
as lead with Bing Crosby in the 
Arvid Gillstrom shorts. The unit, 
now making the first, ‘Please,’ is 
at Yosemite park. 

Company will remain on location 
until June 2. Paramount will re- 
lease. 


JERRY-RUDULPH SUDS DEAL 

Jerry Rudulph, formerly advertis- 
ing head for Photophone and for 
years with Fox, is now a beer ex- 
ploiteer with the Schreiber Brewing 
Co., Buffalo. 

Rudulph was managing editor of 
the Buffalo ‘Enquirer,’ and Buffalo 





is his home town 


Wurtzel’s Pet, Just 
A Horse Opera, Has 
Studio Rarin’ to Go 


Hollywood, May 29. 

With Eugene Forde signed to di- 
rect, and location scouts exploring 
lonely ranch and range country in 
Wyoming and Colorado, ‘Smoky’ is 
being put into its priliminary pro- 
duction phase at Fox. 

‘Smoky,’ by Will James, is con- 
sidered one of the top horse stories, 
and Sol Wurtzel, whose pet it is 
on the coming program, is deter- 
mined that the tale shall reach the 
screen without any material altera- 
tions. 

Forde has been given practically 
an open ticket on time and expense. 
Story was grabbed in competition 
with five other companies, after 
having been neglected for seven 
years, 

As much care is going to be taken 
in selecting the lead horse and the 
‘supporting’ animals in ‘Smoky’ as 
is usually spent on a human cast. 








TECART STUDIC BKPTCY 


Creditors Sue in Equity to Fore- 
stall Voluntary Petition 








Los Angeles, May 29. 

Tecart Corp. filed suit in the 
U. S. District court against Tecart 
Studio, Inc., and stockholders. Bill 
is on the application of receivers in 
equity. Move is an attempt to fore- 
stall voluntary bankruptcy petition 
filed the day before. 

An involuntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy was filed against Tec-Art 
Studios, Inc., of California by 
Charles J. Katz, attorney for three 
creditors, Smith Brothers Paint & 
Wall Paper Co. Lichtenberger- 
Ferguson Co., and Myrtle Abrams. 

Claim is made that the company 
is insolvent, making preferential 
assignments to certain creditors, 
and has not satisfied judgments 
within 30 days after they were 
made. 

This supersedes the Superior 
court litigation of J. W. Clune, who 
sued for back rent and possession 
of the studio. 

Lessees of Republic studio were 
paying $2,000 a week and are over 
18 stanzas behind on their rent, 
according to the Superior court suit 
filed by J. W. Clune, owner of the 
property, against Tec-Art Studios, 
Inc., the former title of the plant. 

Clune, ex-Los Angeles. theatre 
owner, is suing for $36,056 in back 
rent and restitution of the prem- 
ises, which, the action charges, is 
being unlawfully detained. 





Incorporations 


New York 
Albany, May 29. 

All Star Productions, Inc., New York; 
motion picture business; $1,000. 

Spani: Product Inc., Manhattan; 
sound pictures; 198 shares no par. 

Landroll Realty Corp., Manhattan: 
realty, moving picture films; 1,000 shares 
no par. 

Broadway Actors Feature Corp., Man- 
hattan; theatrical business; 200 shares 
no par. 

Twentieth Century Pictures, Inc., Man- 
hattan; theatrical enterprises; $10,100— 
10,000 preferred $100, 100 no par. 

Shady Lady Co., Inc., New York; the- 
atrical business; $15.000. 

Edel Theatrical Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; 10 shares no par. 

Trade Pictures, Inc., New York: mo- 
tion picture business; 1,000 shares no 
par. 

Astor Pictures Corp., Manhattan; 
talking and producing motion pictures; 
200 shares no par. 

846 St. John’s Place, Inc., Kings; the- 
atrical business; $10,000. 

California 
Sacramento, May 29. 

Radioart Guild of America. Capital 
stock, $25,090, none subscribed. Wm. L. 
Standard, Ruth I. Clark, George B. 
Ross. 

C-I Corporation. Capital 
shares, none subscribed. 
Lane, Josephine Triplett, 
Palmer. 

Majestic Film Exchanges of Califor- 
nia, Capital stock, 100 shares, none 
subscribed. Bernard D. Lane, Josephine 
Triplett, Kathryne Palmer. 

Permits to sell stock issued to: 

Marigold Gardens, Inc. Cafe. To Is- 
sue 100 shares, $100 par, out of 250. 

Kaltone, Inc. Theatrical agency. To 
issue 2 no par shares out of 250. , 

Publications, Inc. Magazine publish- 
ing. To issue all 2,500 shares, no par. 

Cinderella Amusement Co. Leasehold 
acquiring. To issue all 1,000 shares, no 


par. s 
Oklahoma City 
Clinton Theatres, Inc., Ardmore, Okla. 
Capital, $10,000. Incorporators: Harry 
Lowenstein, Charles Trego and Boddie 
Boucher. All of Ardmore, Okla, 


Judgments 
Vincent Zoueuie, Inc.; Bryant Service 
Co.; $146 





stock, 100 
Bernard D. 
Kathryne 





Savoy Pictures Corp.; Bryant Park 
Bldg.; $340. 

Westchester Pictures, Ime.; Raven 
Sereen Corp.; $168. 

Big 4 Film Corp; Corn Exchange Bank 
& Trust Co $12,603. 


Hopwood Plays, Ine.; C. Kemper as 
surviving partner of Kemper & Wagen 
$143, 





hals; appeal costs, 


Stock Market 
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duction in the rediscount from 3 to 
244% and finally by the President’s 
request for a measure repealing the 
gold standard law. The last named 
merely gives legal status to a con- 
dition that has prevailed since mid- 
March, but Wall Street's interpreta- 
tion of the event was that these 
definite policies were but prelimi- 
naries to emphatic inflation, indeed, 
that they made a major inflation 
practically inevitable. Whether the 
Street is right or wrong in its read- 
ing of the events, events will prove. 
Meanwhile the Street is backing its 
views with hard money. 


Week climaxed with a Saturday 
two-hour session in which more 
than 4,300,000 shares changed 
hands, the second largest short ses- 
sion in the history of the Exchange, 
dealings being at the rate of more 
than 10,000,000 shares for a five- 
hour business day. Conservative 
observers find many danger signals 
in the situation and urge caution, 
but the downtown element is off on 
a new plunging spree and give no 
heed. The Saturday opening was 
sensational in the magnitude of its 
dealings. For the first half hour 
the tape was a parade of enormous 
transactions, of which 25,000 shares 
of General Motors at a new top was 
a sample. 

The amusements took an inglori- 
ous part in Saturday’s whoopee. 
Loew’s did not open until 10:20, by 
which time the tape was 7 minutes 
late. Initial trade was 1,300 shares 
at 18%, up a fraction. For the rest 
of the session it was dull and about 
steady, closing at 18%. Week's 
transactions totalled only 18,000 
shares and final price was 1% up 
from the previous Saturday. 

Among the minor issues most in- 
teresting developments appeared in 
Technicolor on the Curb and Colum- 
bia Pictures voting trust certificates 
on the Big Board. Technicolor came 
to life two weeks ago with a 
‘mystery move’ that pushed it above 
9 after months of dullish vacilla- 
tion. Thereafter the color film 
turned quiet and reacted below 7, 
but was taken in hand again last 
week and pushed above 10, again 
on heavy volume. 

Socialites’ Venture 

Financial reporters got hold of 
the story somewhere that young 
Cornelius Vanderbilt and John 
Hays Whitney had become inter- 
ested in the color process, proposed 
to develop color pictures, and as a 
preliminary to their enterprise were 
taking on a heavy line of the stock. 
Social register interest in the sub- 
ject is not so surprising. Some 
years back Technicolor was directly 
sponsored by William Travers Je- 
rome, who may be remembered for 
his roughhouse record as New York 
district attorney, but whose blue 
book background yields to none. W. 
K. Vanderbilt has played around 
with pictures. Technicolor pictures 
take a prominent place in the cine- 
matographic record of his world 
travels. 

The operation in Consolidated 
I‘ilm Industries appears on the sur- 
face to be strictly a clique cam- 
paign, based on a revival of stories 
that the company is in a position 
to pay a dividend on the senior 
issue, probably amounting to at 
least one quarterly 50 cents. Bull 
argument here is that if the concern 
could earn a profit in the lean times 
just passed, certainly any upturn in 
general business ought to find them 
sitting pretty. 

Columbia has been well regarded 
as a picture unit for a long time. 











maintained its preferred dividend 
unimpaired during the worst of the 
depression. Col. confines itself to 
making and selling pictures and is 


divorced from theatre operation. 
Semi-paralysis of the major pro- 
ducer-exhibitors has played into 


the company’s hands. 

Its income statement for the nine 
months ending March 25 (including 
the banking holiday), was issued 
last week, revealing profits at the 
rate of $3.02 per share of common, 
after all charges, federal tax and 
preferred dividends. This compares 
with a figure of $2.70 for the like 
period of the preceding fiscal year. 

Current assets as of March 25 
lest were $4,823,347, of which $919,- 
239 was cash, and current liabilities 
$1,082,099, ratio of better than 4 te 
1. Figures for the correspending 
date of 1932 were current assets 
$4,477,073 and current liabilities, $1,- 
229,733. Increase in net per share 
for the last period reported repre- 
sents close to 8%, suggesting pro- 
iressive improvement. 

One of the features of last week's 
market developments was the brisk 
“dvance of such stocks as those of 
department stores and the tobaccos, 
which ought to parallel amuse- 
ments insofar as their business like- 
wise depends upon the public's 
spending capacity and disposition. 
Macy’s advanced about 6 points and 
American Tobacco B jumped nearly 
10 net, both being speculative lead- 
ers in their class. 


Balk at Reorganizations 


The circumstance that these 
stocks attracted speculators for the 
rise while they completely ignored 
Loew’s would seem to call for some 
explanation. It probably lies in 
the feeling among traders that many 
big amusements units will have to 
gc through reorganizations more or 
less radical. It has long been the 
view in the street that Paramount 
for one will have to have recourse 
to a drastic reverse split-up, that is 
the exchange of outstanding stock 
for a lesser amount of new stock. 

It was hinted from _ banking 
scurces last week for instance that 
a capital revision was contemplated 
in the complicated Fox-General the- 
atres tangle, together with an ar- 
rangement for refunding of the two 
companies’ notes. Fox, of course, 
is a solvent, going concern (General 
Theatres in in receivership). RKO 
is in receivership and some sort of 
revamped capital structure is likely 
here. Result is that traders avoid 
the whole group in which leading 
units are so sorely pressed, and put 
their play in stocks that look in the 
best position, by their inside situa- 
tion to benefit most from a revival 
of business under the spur of the 
new Washington devices candidly 
aimed at that objective. 

The general bond list did ex- 
tremely well during the week. There 
still remains a minority that de- 
clines to be panicked into a plunge 
into common stocks on the inflation 
theory and their capital is going 
into bonds, particularly the specu- 
lative loans selling at low prices. 
Their position is that if there is to 
be inflation of a degree to justify 
investment in common stocks, cer- 
tainly the companies the stocks rep- 
resent will enjoy prosperity suffi- 
cient to insure service on bonds. 
This element of buying helped such 
liens as Paramounts, which were up 
3% for the old 6’s at 10 and 2 for 
the 5%4’s at 12%. The Pathe 7’s 
made a new '33 top at 75, and held 
a net gain of 3 to the close at 74. 
Warner debentures gained 1 to 25 





It made its dividend during the and the RKO debentures lost a 
slump of last summer and has point to 15. 
Summary for week ending May 27: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
—.— Net che 
z Low Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low Last for wk 
3% U% 4 PT we "RR ee 2% +% 
15% 6% 6,500 Columbia P. vtc.......sss000.. . 15% 11% 15% +4% 
4% 1% re GOOG, Rs vic cacecbscoce coce 684% 3% 4% + % 
14% 5% 74,700 Consol. Film pfd...... $060 000be 14% 10% 11% +3% 
80 46 25,600 Pastman Kodak (3)..... Ca 70% 80 48 
4 % 11,600 Fox, Class A.......-.. jeae scan . 8% 214 3% +% 
22 19% $811,700 Gen. Elec. (40c.)..... jrecaue ae ce 18% 2 +2% 
23% 8 Gk MM WN 3c hen abicausacdneces 23 20 * 2 
21% RYE oe ee: eee eabeas 19% 16% 18% +1% 
60 35 ee SS SS 60 59 60 +% 
4% 1% 100 Madison Sq. Garden......, 4 4 4 —% 
2 13% 400 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)...... 20 19% 20 + % 
8 —. ian | Cert ee Ss és 2% bid 
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% %, 5,800 Pathe Exchange........ beaters ‘ % % -—% 
3% 1% 1,000 Pathe, Claet A. ciccoccccccccce e 3%, 2% 2% —% 
8% 3 208,300 Radio CS sakssscdedece eccccce ™ 6% 7% + % 
2% 1 ME wpdussennecocsaee 0006s » 2 2 2% + ™% 
25 10 ee EPMOUUWNE §UNUE, cicccccccccbceces 25 17 24 +7™% 
3% 1 Sree WEOREE WOE. dscccnccccss sevcses 3% 2% 

10% 4% Fe FO eevee ae 10% 84 10% +2% 
43% 19% 132,700 Westinghouse ........ceeccceees 43 31% 4314 +7% 
CURB 
12% 100 Columbia Picts..........-..eee. 13% 13% 13% 41% 

% % ae. es ee, Oe WR csc cecccoense % , M 

10% 2% ee SE a oo. ctacecceees 19% 6% vy, + 3% 

3% 1% ee ee ce ease dnenh gba eteeé 3% 2% = +3 

BONDS 

2% 4 $2,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40.......eceees 2 2% 2% 

45 29% 12,000 Keith 6's, °46.........ceeeceeeee 433 412%, 425% % 
R4% 48 TEGGO Tee OE *4E... ioi..e.ceeeerees TH 73% 74 +1 
15 47% 22,000 Pathe 7's, ’37. tonsa eueeae 75 71 1% +3 
16% 4! 98,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, '47......+. 19 7! 10 + 3M 
16% 5% 59,000 Par-Pub 5144's, "59.1.0... -see eee 12% 9) 12! +2 
20 1 Ce OR cere. eb tierann'e 1 15 15 1 
283% 12 106,000 Warner Bros. 6's, ‘39 ; 24 25 +1 

Produce Exchange 
% 15 POO PUD. | va cccscnvaseciesccs ; % % % 
Over the Counter, N Y. 

Bid Asked. 

% 1 Rox y, Chass A wc cccccescveccces . 

Gen. Thr. cfs. sold $1,700 at 2@2' up 6, 
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DENVER 
we nae April 27 May 4 May 11 ___May 18 
“DENHAM Week End | Death Kiss | 80 This Is | So This Is 

(1,700; 15-25) Marriage $2,700 Africa Africa 
High. $10,000 $2,850 $5,250 (3 days) 
Low.. 000 and 

Devil 
Commands 
$3,200 
cites oe . a __(4 days) 

DENVER Central Bedtime White Sister! Elmer the 
(2,500; 25-35-40- Airport Story $5,700 Great 

50) $4,800 $6,100 $4,500 
High. $27,700 
Low.. 200 | a Pt ree Se 

ORPHEUM Cavalcade Great Jasper | King Kong | Out All Night 
(2,600; 25-35-40) $8,500 $5,500 $8,000 $8,500 
High. $20,000; Stage Show 
Low.. »200 

PARA- Done Wrong Blondie Looking Song of the 

MOUNT $2,800 Johnson Forward Eagle 

(2,000 ; 25-40) $2,500 $2,900 $2,100 
High. $22,000 
Low. ee. _ 1,700 ear 

KANSAS CITY 
aR April 27 May 4 May 11 May 18 

LIBERTY Frisco Jenny Child of False Faces 
(860; 10-15-20) and Manhattan and 
High. $13,400/ Hell’s House and Air Hostess 
Low.. 500 $2,500 Nagana $1,800 

$2,200 
MAIN- King Kong King Kong Christopher 

STREET $10,000 $6,000 $11,500 

(3,200; 25-40) (2d week) (55c. top) 
High. $32,000 (Amos 'n’ 
Low.. 3,700 oe a Andy) 

NEWMAN Bedtime Ex Lady Working Man 
*(1,860; 25-40) Story $6,000 $4,000 
High. $33,000 $8,000 (New Low) 
Low.. 4,000 

MIDLAND White Sister Rasputin Today We 

(4,000; 25) $17,000 $17,906 Live 
High. $35,000 $10,400 
Low. 5,1 
__* Reduced scale. ve 

April 27 May 4 May 11 May 18 

EARLE Hell Heaven Out All Lady’s Pro-| Elmer the 

(2,000; 40-65) $17,500 Night fession Great 
High. $27,000 Vaude $15,000 $13,000 $15,500 
Low.. 11,500 

FOX Cavalcade Cavaleade Zoo Budapest) Hello Sister 
(3,000; 35-55-75) $28,000 $18,000 $17,000 $16,500 
High. $41,000 (2a week) 

Low.. 10,500 

STANLEY King Kong Central Bedtime Today We 

(3,700; 40-55) $17,000 Airport Story Live 
High. $37,000 $10,500 $12,000 341,000 
Low.. 4,000 ee Ea CT, lee 

PITTSBURGH — 
April 27 May4 | May 11 May 18 

STANLEY Central sedtime | Elmer Great |Working Man 
€8,000; 25-85-50) Airport Story $10,500 $11,500 
High. $48,000 $7,000 $10,500 
Low.. 3,750 —— 

FULTON | Oliver Twist| Cavalcade Cavalcade Under- 
(1,750; 15-29-40) $3,200 $10,000 $4,000 standing 
Hic’, $12,000 (24 week) $3,300 
Low... 1,900 i 

PENN White Sister Pick Up Today We Secrets 
(3,300; 25-35-50) $16,000 $8,000 Live $8,000 
High. $41,000 $14,000 
Low.. 6,000 
ate April 27 May 4 May 11 May 18 

MUSIC 42d St. King Kong | Out All Night 

BOX $4,600 $3,700 (4 days) 

(1,400; 25) and 
High. $5,800 Our Betters 
Low.. 1,000 $3,650 

(3 days) 

ROXY | White Sister Strangers Below Sea 

(1,300; 15-20) $4,500 Meet a 
High. $7,000 and Death Kiss 
Low.. 2,000 Phantom $3,800 

Broadcast 
$4,200 























Late Dancing Feature of 


ELENORE 
TENNIS 


Hollywood Restaurant 


Pic at Nat. 





Col Planning to Spot 


Air Races 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Figuring to capitalize the back- 


(19 Months’ Engagement) 


300 CLUB 
VILLA RICHARD 
RUSSIAN ART (5 Months) 
More Recently in Recital with 


PAUL HAAKON 


RKO Vaudeville and NOW 
Original 


ROXY, NEW YORK 
(Week May 26) 











ground and thrill activity of the Na- 
tional Air Races to be held in L. A., 
July 1-4, Columbia is dickering with 
Col. Roscoe Turner, holder of the 
transcontinental air record, to fea- 
ture him in a plane picture. 


Screen play would be based on 
air ace’s own life story, and would 
probably spot him with Jack Holt. 
Understood that deal now depends 
only on getting together on terms. 





Union Fails to Draw 
Screen ‘Collar’ Class 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Recent efforts by the Office Em- 
ployees’ union to enroll studio and 
theatre white collar workers met 
with failure when none of the film 
workers showed up at an open meet- 
ing of the local, held Tuesday night 
(23) at the Alexandria hotel. 

J. A. Gillette, president of the Mu- 
sicians’ union, and other union lead- 
ers, delivered talks to the crowd, 
made up of white-collared people 
in non-theatrical trades. 

The local, affiliated with the A. F. 
of L., intends staging another drive 
to enlist the interest of film work- 
ers, 








U Terms Morris 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Universal has given a term con- 
tract to Chester Morris with inten- 
tion to star ard co-star him in a 
number of pictures on the new pro- 
gram, 

Morris has been free-lancing since 
his contract ran out with Roland 
West, for whom he appeared mostly 
in United Artist pictures. 





COL’S ‘BLUE’ LEADS 
Hollywood, May 29. 
Anita Louise and Ralph Bellamy 
will get the leads in Frank Bor- 
zages’ first picture for Columbia. 
Feature, originally titled ‘A 
Man’s Castle,’ is now labeled ‘Hunk 
o’ Blue.’ 





James Dunn Gets a Whiff 


Chicago, May 29. 

In brave obedience to instructions 
from the Fox studio, James Dunn 
spent two hours last Wednesday 
(24) at the Union Stock Yards here 
absorbing ‘environment.’ Dunn's 
next picture with Sally Eilers after 
his present vaudeville tour will have 
a stock yards locale. 

John Joseph, Pale theatre pub- 
licist, converésq the duty tour into 
a press *tunt. 


Par Seeks Femme Lead 
For Crosby’s Tunefilm 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Paramount is orbing around for a 
musical comedy femme to play the 


heart interest in ‘Every Man For 
Himself’, the Bing Crosby tunefilm. 
Thought they had June Knight, 


but found that Universal, to whom 
she is contracted, puts her in ‘Lilies 
of Broadway’, which starts June 15. 


Patsy Kelly May Land 
In Pitts’ Spot at Roach 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Hal Roach and Zazu Pitts have 
not yet gotten together on a déal 
for next year’s proposed Pitts- 
Thelma Todd series. 








Unless studio gets a _ reduction 
from the $5,°00 now asked, likeli- 
hood is that Patsy Kelly will get 
the spot instead. Miss Kelly was 
just brought out here by Roach, 


Howard’s WB 3 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Following the calling off of a 
deal with Radio for three pictures, 
Leslie Howard signed a contract 
for that number with Warner 
Brothers, Howard leaves soon for 
England and will make the first of 
the trio on his return in about two 
months. 

Studio has no stories in mind for 
the player, but is looking for dra- 
matic material in which he can be 
starred. This is Howard's first film 
contract beyond one picture at a 
time. 


Law May Smash 
Itching Palms of 


Agency Chiselers 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Chiseling by agents’ employees, 
who put the palm out for additional 
five and ten spots for getting en- 
gagements, is contrary to the Cali- 
fornia State labor law, and will be 
investigated by the local labor com- 
mission when concrete evidence of 
this practice is presented to it. 

This was brorght out specifically 
in a hearing before Deputy F. G. 
Santee, who stated that the greased 
money tab is illegal if received from 
clients who already pay the usual 
10% agency fees. 

Santee says that through hearsay 
the practice is general in vaude 
booking offices and ruled that no 
matter whether the gifts are vol- 
untary or requested, the practice is 
nevertheless a violation of state 


law, 
Gordon Riggs at Metro 
Hollywood, May 239. 
Gordon Riggs, author of the 


stage play ‘Green Grow the Lilacs, 
has been added to the Metro 
scenario staff. 

He is collaborating with Wanda 
Tuchock on ‘Laughing Boy.’ 








FOR SALE |! 


ISOTTA FRASCHINI Liundalet 
Town Car—lately built to order 
— slighty used — original cost 
$19,000. Sacrifice for cash. Pho- 
togra%h on request. Mr. Gior- 








“ano, Garage, 101 Liberty St., 
| Brooklyn, New York, 








| ORIGINATORS OF THE ADAGIO-DISC “IDEA” 


7iY-MOONEY and CAMP-2icHaro 


FEATURED DANCERS IN 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 
RKO PALACE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MAY 27) 
NEXT WEEK (JUNE 3), BKO ALBEE, BROOKLYN 
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You’re Heard Nothing Until You Listen to the 


DS Foust 


New Wide-Range Equipment 


Another DeForest Achievement 


WRITE FOR DETAILS 


General Talking Pictures Corporation 


218 West 42d St. 
NEW YORK CITY 


16 Piedmont St. 
BOSTON, MASS 





All users of DeForest can add this new wide-range de- 
velopment to their present equipment at Moderate Cost 





910 South Michigan Ave. 


218 West Fourth St. 
CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


CHICAGO, ILL. 














PARAMOUNT 


NEW YORK 








BIGGEST HIT ON B°WAY IN 25 YEARS 


DIRECT FROM WHITMAN SISTERS’ BIG REVUE 


OPS and LOUIE 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT, NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO. 


S.—A personal note of gratitude to all whe have oo-operated in making this week a week of w evks fer ua. 


This Week 


(MAY 26) 
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PAR ABSOLVED IN N. E. 
RECEIVERSHIP ACTION 


Boston, May 29. 


Judge Winfred H. Whiting of the 
Massachusetts Superior court, in 
memorandum on suit of New Eng- 
land Theatres, Inc., vs. Olympia 
Theatres, Inc., reveals that during 
1932, 220 Paramount Publix the- 
atres in New England received $10,- 
000,000 in admissions, doing gross 
business between $225,000 and 

230,000 weekly. Latter part last 
January the gross receipts were 
about $200,000 per week. 

Judge reports he finds neither de- 
ceit nor fraud was practiced in the 
asking of a receivership to con- 
serve assets rather than to liqui- 
date. Court orders Samuel Pinan- 
ski and Harry LeBaron Sampson 
be continued as temporary receivers 
for Olympia theatres and Olympia 
operating company. Judge says 
relations of these two so close solv- 
ency of one depends on solvency 
of other. 

Olympia Theatres is found to be 
profitable corporation, with profits 
some years in excess of $1,000,000 
and about $500,000 for 1932. Each 
corporation found solvent on fair 
valuation of assets as going con- 
cern; receivership found necessary 
to preserve the assets. 

Judge finds Paramount Publix 
corporation was creditor of Olym- 
pia Theatres for more than $4,000,- 
000 in addition to being holder of 
majority stock. New England The- 
atres, petition in suit, was creditor 
for $350,000, principally for money 
advanced. Judge finally states there 
was no collusion between Para- 
mount Publix and its subsidiaries 
in the receivership proceedings. 


Frankhn $.0.S.’s for 
Calif. Daylight Drive 


Hollywood, May 29. 


At the request of Harold B. 
Franklin, a complete history of the 
anti-daylight savings campaign 
successfully waged here two years 
ago, was forwarded to him by Jeff 
Lazarus, who conducted the battle 
with Bud Lollier. 

Franklin will use the same meth- 
ods in Cleveland, where an attempt 
is being made to put over the long 
day. California voted 3 to 1 against 
the advanced time. 








Schine’s 2d in Syracuse 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 29. 

The Paramount, formerly the 
Temple, under lease to Empire 
State Theatres, up-state subsidiary 
of Publix, may pass to Schine En- 
terprises of Gloversville, giving the 
latter circuit its second Syracuse 
theatre. Negotiations are under 
way in New York City. 

The Schines' re-acquired the 
Eckel, the lease of which they had 
transferred to Fox, with the latter 
subsequently turning over the the- 
atre to Skouras. 

The Gloversville circuit is said 
to contemplate making the Para- 
mount its ‘A’ house if the deal goes 
through, the Eckel taking on ‘B’ 


rating. 
Paramount at present plays 
vaudfilm, strictly Par product. 


Eckel has Fox and Universal at 
its disposal. 





FILMS FOR TOWN HALL 


Wooster, O., May 29. 

The city opera house, municipally 
owned, has been leased to E. P. 
Mott and Dr. J. J. Kinney, of 
Wooster for two years, with an op- 
tion on three more. 

The city will remodel the house 
and install new seats. The City 
opera house, one of the oldest, in 
eastern Ohio, is equipped for stage 
and screen productions. Sound 
equipment will* be installed and 
Straight pictures will be policy start- 
ing early in June. 


10c GRINDS’ 2-FOR-1’S 
Minneapolis, May 29. 

Even the 10c fourth run grinds 
in the loop here are resorting to 
2-for-1's, bringing admissions 
down to a nickel for a two hour 
Show, including a feature picture 
and four short subjects. The 
Crystal, one of the larger loop dime 
Erinds, has been distributing the 


two-for-ones the past several 
weeks, 

Other exhibs are  squawking, 
Claiming violation of the minimum 
1)c admission ; 
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Dozen and Half Shorts 
Clipped by Educational 


Hollywood, May 29. 
In winding up its 1932-33 pro- 
gram, Educational’s final score was 
the production of 48 of the 66 two- 
reelers scheduled. Discrepancy is 
accounted for in the complete side- 
tracking of one of its proposed 


series, and in the elimination of one 
or two units from the various other 
produced series of shorts. 


With the ‘Torchy’ series and the 
comedies starring Harry Langdon 
and Andy Clyde all completed, the 
current program concludes with 
Moran and Mack’s ‘Strange Birds,’ 
which went into production Wed- 
nesday (24). 


Council Bluff Problem 
Solved by Compromise 








Council Bluffs, Ia., May 29. 


Lease of the A. H. Blank Theatre 
Corp. on the Broadway is scheduled 
to be vacated by court this week, 
leaving the path open for operation 
of the house by other interests. 


A. H. Blank, receiver for the 
Blank corp., and the Broadway 
Building co., owners of the prop- 
erty, have reached agreement on 
settlement of a $13,000 rental 
claim, the building corporation tak- 
ing equipment, which cost $35,000 
but was lately appraised at $3,500, 
and $1,800 in settlement of its 
claim, 





F&M Block Loew’s State 
Admish Tariff Boost 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Plan of Fox-West Coast to boost 
the box office tariff at Loew’s State 
for the two weeks’ engagement 
there of Ted Fiorito and band. 
Starting (22), may be blocked 
through refusal of Fanchon & 
Marco to similarly increase admish 


prices at the Paramount. State 
wants to drop its all-afternoon 


price of 25c and night admission of 
40c, and go back to the 25c to 1 p.m., 
35c to 6, and 55c at night scale. 

RKO Hillstreet, straight pics, re- 
cently fell in line with the Para- 
mount and State, with F&M having 
the edge through its stage presen- 
tation policy being given at the 
same tariff as the two other first 
run houses, 


MILLARD’S FAIR CONSESH 
Chicago, May 29. 
S. S. Millard, sex film promoter, 
has put over a concession at the 
World's Fair called ‘Old Mexico’. 
Building, promoted and built within 
past 12 days, is scheduled to open 
Memorial day. 








FOUR SPOTS FOR ‘HUMOR’ 
Hollywood, May 29. 
Paramount will pre-release ‘Col- 
lege Humor’ in four spots on June 
16. New York and Chicago are two 
of the dates. 
Picture was in for a day of re- 
takes May 25, 





Loew, RKO Feudin’ in 
Col.; Both Cut to 30c 


Columbus, May 29. 

With Loew's and RKO both go- 
their 
second houses here this week, to- 
gether with a drop in admission 
from 40c to 30c top, a real war is 
now in prospect, not only between 
the two chains locally, but espe- 
cially as far as the distributors are 
concerned. 

The well-known percentage is 
going to pot without question, all 
of which means that not only are 
grosses going to stay at a plenty 
low, but the distribs aren't a-going 
to get anything either. Indies are 
booked in for each week along with 
some slightly better known, 

Broad and Majestic are houses 
affected, both going on a grind 
schedule and hoping for the best. 
Distribs at present doing nothing 
but shouting, although it looks very 
much as though product for the 
two will either be limited or with- 
held altogether very shortly. Just 
a case where no one can make a 
dime now. Gate at both houses even 
lighter than average for first two 
days. 


ing into double features at 


Two Lighting Up 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
Two Los Angeles theatres turned 
back to the landlords by Fox West 
Coast are being readied for early 
reopening, They are the Criterion, 
downtown, which has reverted to T. 
L. Talley, and the other is the 
Adams, returned to Lou Bard. 
Both are expected to be reopened 
next week, 





THEATRE BUILDING BAN 
FOR BALTIMORE FAILS 


Baltimore, May 239. 
Marking a new step in an effort 


ito keep out competition, a resolu- 


tion was offered to the Baltimore 
City Council by the local exhibs’ 
group, the MPTO of Maryland, as- 
serting that there are already too 
many theatres in town, and asked 
that the Council grant no more 
permits for theatre-building. 

Resolution was pushed through 
the MPTO of Maryland, which is 
the local Allied organization, by one 
member of the organization, who, 
by reason of his large theatre hold- 
ings, has great influence in the 
group. A proposed theatre would 
go up within the protection zone 
of one of his own theatres. 

City council, however, ignored the 
request for a no-more-theatres or- 
dinance, and, of more importance, 
no one showed up at the council 
meeting to object to the awarding 
of the theatre-building permit. 

Theatre-owner in question, whose 
theatre is in jeopardy from the new 
competition, ‘had little scruples 
when he built theatres, and several 
times encroached on the zone of 
other exhibs. 





LUCAS-PAR HUDDLING 


W. W. Jenkins, associated with 
Arthur Lucas in the Publix-Lucas 
partnership out of Atlanta, arrived 
in New York over the weekend to 
contact h. o. officials. 

Lucas is due in toward the end 
of the week. 











The Opera and Concert Star 


of Two Continents 





FEATURE PICTURES 
“Jenny Lind” and “New Moon” 





The Sensation of the Past Season as 


“The Du Barry” 














America’s Greatest Singing Star 


G 
MOORE 


NOW — STARRING 
CHESTERFIELD CIGARETTE PROGRAM 
WABC STARTING JUNE 2, 10 P. M. 
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: i . . . : Forgotten. A kindly Jewish immigrant father, cast off in his old age 
Studios: Pathe Studies, ice Allied Offices: 7ED Dovgath Aven, These tabulations are compiled 9 his sons, brings them to their senses. June Clyde, William Collier, 7 
vd dian oT . Mel. |from information supplied by the Lee Kohlmar, Natalie Moorhead, Jean Hersholt, Jr. Dir. Richard 
ay eee. Le yo me hens a ayer, Dm. George Seis | various production com, anies and Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. May 1, 
Eleventh Commandment, The. From the play by Brandon Fleming. Marian | Checked up as soon as possible after | Goona Goona. ore os -—% goane of mal. Dir. gp ares Roosevelt, 
Marsh, Theo. Von Eltz, Alan Hale. Dir. Geo. Belford. 64 mins. Rel. |release. Listing is given when re- Armand Denis. mins. . » 2. - er . 
Feb. 20 ’ lease dates are definitely set. Titles| Jungle Bride. A anes wompert is Png eg pf mie captors. in the 
—, ; , : vies. Anita Page, Charles Starrett. r. Harr oyt and 
Intruder, The. Monte Blue, Lila Lee. Dir. Albert Ray. 62 mins. Rel. Jan. 25./are retained for six months. Man- ae ag ont eahen: Rel. May 25. Rev. May 16. y d 1d Albert 


tev. April 25. 

Iron Master, The. Success and romance in a steel mill. Reginald Denny, Lila 

e, J. Farrell MacDonald, Virginia Sale. Dir. Chester M. Franklin. 66 

min. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Feb. 7. 

Man’s Land, A. Hoot Gibson western in which he runs the gang to earth. 
Marian Schilling. Dir. Phil Rosen. 70 mins. Rel, Dec, 15, 

Officer 13. Motorcycle officer exposes racxeteers. Monte Blue, Lila Lee, Seena 
Owen. Mickey McGuire, Jackie Searle. Dir. George Melford. 63 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Parisian Romance, A. Famous stage play. Lew Cody, Marian Shilling, Gil- 


bert Roland. Dir. Chester M. Franklin. 76 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 
Oct. 18, 
Offices: 1540 Broadway 
Chesterfield New York, N. ¥. 
Beauty Parlor. Cupid in the barbershop. Barbara Kent, Joyce Compton, 


Rel. Oct. 25. 
June Clyde. Wm. Collier, 


John Harron. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 64 mins. 
Forgotten. Original. Story of a forgotten man. 
Jr., Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. 

I Have Lived. A girl’s attempt to live down her past. Allan Dinehart, Anita 
Page, Ailen Vincent. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Re.] June 15. 


King Murder. Original. Based on a celebrated N. Y. case. Conway Tearle, 
Natalie Moorehead, Don Alvadaro. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 69 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 1. 


Evalyn Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Pre- 
Time, 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. 


Sarah Padden, Otis Harlan. Dir. 


Slightly Married. Comedy drama. 
vost. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 


Women Won’t Tell. Romantic drama. 


Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Dec, 1 
Studio: Gower at Sunset, 2 Offices: 729 Seventh Ave. 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia New York, N., ¥. 


Air Hostess. Thrilling story of the adventure and romance of a 1933 girl who 
fearlessly flies across the continent in passenger ships. Evalyn Knapp, 
James Murray. Dir. Al Rogell. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Below the Sea. A thrilling tale of treasure on the ocean floor, Ralph Bel- 
lamy, Fay Wray. Dir. Al Rogeli. 79 mins. Rel. April 25. 

Bitter Tea of General Yen. Romance and adventures of an Americar girl 
caught in the maelstrom of Shanghai. Barbara Stanwyck, Nils Asther, 
Walter Connolly. Dir. Frank Capra. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 17. 

California Trail, The. A buckaroo hero who combines old world gallantry 
with dashing twentieth century action. Buck Jones, Helen Mack. Dir. 
Lambert Hillyer. 67 mins. Rel. March 24. 


Child of Manhattan. Stage play by Preston Sturges. Romance of the dime- 


a-dance. Nancy Carroll, John Boles. Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 73 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 4. Rev. Feb. 14. 

Circus Queen Murder, The. Murder under the ‘big top.’ Adolphe Menjou, 
Greta Nissen. Dir. Roy William Neiil. 66 mins. Rel. April 10. Rev. 
May 9. 

Deception. Story of the wrestling game and its frameups. Leo Carrillo, 
Thelma Todd, Dickie Moore. Dir. Lew. Seiler. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 


Rey. Jan. 17. 

End of the Trail, The. A U. S. cavalry officer, who is court martialed, and 
redeems himself. Tim McCoy, Luana Walters. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 
58 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. 

Man Against Woman. Man’s strength against woman’s wiles. Jack Holt, 

Lillian Miles. Dir. Irving Cummings. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Rev. Dec. 20. 

of Action. Original outdoor drama. Tim McCoy. Dir. 

57 mins. Rel. Jan. 20. 

Mark It Paid. Original story of motorboat racing. Wm. Collier, Jr., Joan 
March. Dir. D. Ross Lederman, 69 mins. Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Mussolini Speaks. The 1931 address with newsreel shots. Interpolations by 
Lowell Thomas. 74 mins. Special. Rev. Mar, 14. 

Night of Terror. Bela Lugosi and his haunting eyes—blood-curdling suspense 
—-mysterious disappearances. Bela Lugosi, Sally Blane. Dir. Benjamin 
Stoloff. 65 mins. Rel. April 24. 

No More Orchids. A millionairess who is regenerated by the new American 
spirit. Carole Lombard, Lyle Talbot, Walter Connedy, Louise Closser 
Hale. Dir. Walter Lang. 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Obey the Law. Original of an easy mark who turned firebrand. Leo Carillo, 
Lois Wilson. Dir. Benj. Stoloff. 69 mins. Rel. Jan, 20. Rev. Mar. 14. 

Parole Girl. From Dance of the Millions.’ First offender, sent to jail, plots to 
be revenged on the man who put her there, but it boomerangs Mae 
Clarke, Ralph Bellamy, Marie Prevost. Dir. Eddie Cline. 67 mins. Rel, 


Man Geo. Melford. 


Mar. 4, Rev. April 11. 

Rusty Rides Alone. Tim McCoy curbs crime at every turn with his ever- 
faithful police dog pal. Tim McCoy, Barbara Weeks. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 58 mins. Rel. May 26, 

Silent Men. Tim McCoy western original. Florence Britton. Dir. D. Ross 


Rel. Mar. 3 


The first film featuring the U. S. Border Patrol and 
Regis Toomey, Anita Page. Dir. D. Ross 


Lederman, 


Soldiers of the Storm. 
the part played by planes. 


Lederman. 69 mins. Rel. April 4. Rev. May 23. 
So This Is Africa. Original. Wheeler and Wolsey go to Africa with some 
tame lions. Racquel Torres. Dir. Eddie Kline. 67 mins. Rel. Feb, 24. 


Rev. April 25. 


State Trooper. Original. 
Toomey, Evalyn Knapp, 


Story of a war between two gas companies. Regis 
Barbara Weeks, Ray Hatton. Dir. D. Ross 


Lederman. 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev, Mar. 28. 
That’s My Boy. Football story off the usual lines. Rich. Cromwell, Dorothy 
Jordan, Mae Marsh. Dir. R. W. Niel. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. 


Nov. 22. 

The Woman | Stole. Jack Holt a swaggering overlord of the oil fields who 
outbluffs doublecrossers. Jack Holt, Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. 64 mins. Rel. May 1. 

This Sporting Age. Revenge on the polo field. Jack Holt, Evalyn Knapp. 
Dir. A. W. Bennison. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Treason. Original. Kansas after the civil war. Buck Jones, Shirley Grey. 

Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 62 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. 


Unknown Valley. A full-of-fight western drama, replete with unique situa- 
69 mins. 


tions. Buck Jones, Cecilia Parker. Dir, Lambert Hillyer. 
Rel. May 65. 

Wanity Street. Girl breaks a window to get into jail, but lands in the ‘Fol- 
lies.’ Helen Chandler, Chas, Bickford. Dir. Nick Grinde. Time, 67 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 11, 

Virtue. A street walker who goes straight. Carole Lombard, Pat O’Brien. 


Rel. Oct. 25. Rev. Nov. 1. 


Political satire. Lee Tracy, Constance Cum- 
Time, 75 mins. Rel. Cct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 


Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 58 mins. 


Dir. Edw. Buzzell. Time, 68 mins. 


Washington Merry-Go-Round. 
mings. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 

Western Code, The. Tim McCoy western. 
Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Feb. 21, 

When Strangers Marry. Drama against the menacing magic of the tropics. 
Jack Holt, Lilian Bond. Dir. Clarence Badger. 68 mins. Rel. March 20. 

Whirlwind, The. A round-up of thrills and action. Tim McCoy, Alice Dahl, 
Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 59 mins. Rel. March 14. 

White Eagle. Buck Jones as an Indian pony express rider. 
Weeks. Dir. Lambert Hillyear. Time, 65 ming. Rel. 
Sept. 27. 

Woman |! Stole, The. 


Jones, Barbara 
Oct. 7. Rev. 


A swaggering overlord of the oil fields. Jack Holt, 


Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins. Rel. May 1. 
Offices: 1600 Broadway, 


First Division tlaws Verh, 0 Ve 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 
Big Drive, The. Authentic war pictures from records of eight governments. 


91 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Dec. 27 
Black Beauty. Anna Sewell’s famous book. Esther Ralston, Alexander Kirk- 
land, Gavin Gordon, Hale Hamilton. Dir. Phil Rosen. 65 mins. Rel. 


July 15. 


Condemned to Death. 
James Weish. Dir. Walter Forde. 


Arthur Wontner, 
Rev. Nov. 22. 


Based on the story Jack o’Lantern. 
78 mins. Rel. Oct. 10. 


Dassan. Life, customs, morals, habits and whatnot as lived by the penguin 
birds on ‘Penguin Island.’ Cherry Kearton produced and directed. Two 
running times: 38 mins. and 51 mins. Rel. June 15. 

Dude Bandit. A clumsy cowhand turns to the disguise of a romantic dude 
bandit and solves a murder. Hoot Gibson, Gloria Shea. Dir. George 
Melford. 65 mins. Rel. June 15. 


agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time .s given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage oy the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even thougk official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
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attraction. Broughton, instead, will 
take over the roadshow company of 
the combo, which will be headed by 
Betty Compson. 


Mae Clark for ‘Gold’ 


Mae Clark has been loaned by 
Metro to Radio for femme lead in 
‘Flaming Gold,’ going into produc- 
tion shortly. Male leads have been 
assigned to William Boyd and Rob- 
ert Armstrong. 


Kruger on Extension 


Metro has extended Otto Kruger’s 
leave of absence an additional two 
weeks, for a total of eight, to per- 
mit him to continue with ‘Counsel- 
lor-at-Law’ at El Capitan. He may 
also be permitted by the studio to 
play a two weeks’ return engage- 
ment with the Duffy production in 
San Francisco. 





Alf Goulding will direct a musica} 
short at Radio. Fox’s ‘Last Trail’ 
will be directed by James Tinling. 





Warners has put back reopening 
of its studio two weeks until June 
19. Two pictures then go in, ‘Foot- 
light Parade’ and ‘Red Meat.’ 


Raul Roulien and Rosita Moreno 
get lead parts in Fox’s Spanish ver- 
sion of ‘Pleasure Cruise,’ which goes 
into work (29). 


Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby 
back on Par writing staff, currently 
working on ‘Duck Soup’ for the 
Marx Bros, 





Esther Fitzgerald and Virginia 
Kellog motoring to New York, on 
their way to Europe. 


Richard Bennett gets the commo- 
dore role in Par’s ‘Big Executive.’ 


Second edition of ‘Nine o’Clock 
Revue’ opens Tuesday (30) at the 
Music Box. Was ‘Jig Saws’ ,in 
Frisco. 


Rowland Brown out of Para- 
mount’s scenario dept., after two 
weeks. 


Repeating ‘Stingaree’ 
Radio will feature Irene Dunne in 
‘Stingaree,’ a musical, originally 
made as a silent by Kalem in 1914. 





Jarry Lester, from the Club Bal- 
lyhoo, will impersonate Jimmy Du- 
rante, Walter Catlett will portray 
Ed Wynn, and Gene Malin will im- 
personate Mae West in ‘Arizona to 
Broadway’ at Fox. 


Sidney Lanfield assigned to meg 
‘Aggie Appleby, Maker of Men,’ at 
Radio. 


Lambert Hillyer writing an orig- 
inal radio patrol yarn for Col, Tem- 
porary title is ‘Car 17.’ 


‘America’ Ready 
‘Let’s Go America,’ original by 
Lamar Trotti, dealing with refores- 
tration, is being readied at Fox. 
George O’Brien will head the cast, 
which also includes Preston Foster, 
Claire Trevor and El Brendel. 


Dale Van Every, Universal scen- 
ario head, leaving New York today 
(29) for the Coast. He has been on 
a story material hunt. 


Par Dropping ‘World’ 


Because of similarity of Par’s 
‘End of the World’ to ‘The Deluge,’ 
which KBS is producing, Par is 





dropping its plans to make the 
Rupert Hughes acript into celluloid. 


Love Is Like That. A seventeen-year-old youngster gets mixed up ina couple 
of domestic tangles and a near murder mystery. John Warburton, Ro. 
chelle Hudson. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9, 

Oliver Twist. The famous Charles Dickens classic. Dickie Moore, Irving 
Pichel, William Boyd, Alec Francis, Doris Lloyd, Barbara Kent. Dir, 
William Cowan, 74 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Phantom Broadcast. Radio crooning sensation of the moment fools his pub- 
lic by having his crippled accompanist do his singing for him over the 


mike. Ralph Forbes, Vivienne Osborne, Paul Page. Dir. Phil Rosen, 
72 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Jan. 16. 

Secrets of Wu Sin. Coolie smuggling racket unearthed. Lois Wilson, Grant 
Withers, Toshia Mori. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. Jan, 15, 


Rev. Feb. 28. 


Shriek in the Night. A murder mystery in a swanky Park Avenue apart. 


ment house. Ginger Rogers, Lyle Talbot. Dir. Albert Ray. 67 ming, 
Rel. June 15. 

Slightly Married. Marriage in a night court turns out well after all. Evalyn 
Knapp, Walter Byron, Marie Prevost. Dir, Rich. Thorpe. 69 mins, 


Rel. Dec. 10. Rev. Jan. 3 

Strange People. Thirteen men and women, twelve of whom recognize each 
other as members of a murder jury, find themselves gathered in the 
house of the murdered man, near midnight of a stormy night. John 
Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale Hamilton. 64 mins. Rel. June 15. 

Tex Takes a Holiday. All multi-color western of a mysterious stranger. Wal- 
lace MacDonald, Virginia Brown Faire. Dir. Alvin J. Nietz. 59 mins, 
Rev. Dec. 13. 

Thrill of Youth, The. 
June Clyde, Allen Vincent, Matty Kemp. 
Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 1. 


First National °"°** 


A girl with two suitors cannot make up her mind, 
Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins, 


Studios: Burbank, 321 W. 44th St., 


Calif. New York, N. Y. 
Blondle Johnson. The female Public Enemy No. 1. Joan Blondell, Chester 
Morris. Dir. Ray Enright. 67 mins. Rel, Feb. 25. 


Rich, Barthelmess, 


A social study of the poor whites. 
Time, 79 mins. Rel. 


Cabin In the Cotton. 
Dir. Michae) Curtiz. 


Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Central Airport. A triangle in the aviation game, 
Sally Eilers. Dir. William A. Wellman. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 9. 

Central Park. Western cowboy hunts bandits in a New York park. Joan 
Blondell, Wallace Ford, Guy Kibbee. Dir. John Adolfi. Time, 58 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 10. 

Crash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. 

Brent. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. 

Employee’s Entrance. Original ‘Love in a Dept. Store.’ 
Loretta Young, Alice White. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 74 mins. 
Rev. Jan. 24. : 

Frisco Jenny. ‘Madame X’ 
Cook, Jas. Murray. Dir. Wm. A. Wellman, 
Jan, 10. 

Grand Slam. 
Young, Frank McHugh, Glenda Farrell. 


Richard Barthelmess and 


Ruth Chatterton, Geo. 
Rev. Sept. 13. 


Warren William, 
Rel. Feb. 11. 


Ruth Chatterton, Donald 


in San Francisco locale. 
Rel, Jan. 14. Rev. 


73 mins. 


A burlesque on the popular bridge fad. Paul Lukas, Loretta 
Dir. William Dieterle. 67 mins, 


Rel. March 18. 
Life Begins. Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. Loretta 
Young, Eric Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 72 


mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug. 30, 


Fictitious romance of the Swedish financier. Warren William, 


Match King. 
Lili Damita. Dir. Howard Bretherton-Wm. Keighley. 79 mins. Rel. 
Dec. 31. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Mind Reader, The. Mind-reading as a new racket. Warren William and 


Rev. April 1l. 
Dir. Alfred E. 


Constance Cummings. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. April 1. 


Silver Dollar. Silver boom days in Col. Edw. G. Robinson. 
reen. 84 mins. Rel. Dec. 24. Rey. Dec. 27. 


They Call it Sin. Kansas girl breaks into N, Y. show life. 
Geo. Brent, David Manners. Dir. Thornton Freeland. 


Loretta Young, 
Time, 70 mins. 


Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. Joan Blondell, War- 
ren William, Anm Dvorak, Bette Davis. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. ‘Time, 63 
mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 1 


Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing. Visualization of Warden Lawes’ book, 
Spencer Tracy, Bette Davis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. 
Rev. Jan. 17. . 
You Said a Mouthful. 
Rogers. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 


Studlo: Fox Hills, 


Joe Brown swims to Catalina. Joe E. Brown, Ginger 
Time, 70 mins, Rel. Nov. 26. Rev. Nov. 22. 


Fox Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 


Hollywood, Cal. New York, N Ye 

Adorable. Original. With music. Janet Gaynor, Henry Garat. Dir, Wm. 
Dieterle. 86 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 23. 

After the Baill. British made. Love at a diplomatic ball. Esther Ralston, 
Basil Rathbone. Dir. Milton Rosmer. 68 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 
Mar. 21. 

ones to Broadway. James Dunn, Joan Bennett. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel. 

une 23 

Bondage. Original. Drama. Dorothy Jordan, Alex. Kirkland. Dir. Al. San- 

tell. 67 mins. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. April 25. 


Broadway Bad. Story by Wm. R. Lipman and W. W. Pezet. Modern drama, 


Joan Blondell, Gages Rogers, Ricardo Cortez, Margaret Sedden. Dir. 
Sidney Lanfield. 61 mins. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 7. 

Call Her Savage. Tiffany Thayer’s story of a half breed girl. Clara Bow, 
Monroe wsley, Time, 82 


Gilbert Roland. Dir. John Francis Dillon. 

mins. Rel, Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Cavalcade. Noel Coward’s pageant of British society. Diana Wynyard, Clive 
Brook, Herbert Mundin, Ursula Jeans. Dir. Frank Lloyd. Roadshow 
length 110 mins. No release date set. Rev. Jan. 10. 

Dangerously Yours. Society thief and girl detective. Warner Baxter, Miriam 
Jordan, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 74 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 
Rev. Feb. 22. 

Face in the Sky. 
Tracy, Marian Nixon, Stuart Erwin. 
Rev. Feb. 21. 


Five Cents a Glass. 
Rel. June 30. 


Handle with Care. Comedy. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, 
David Butler. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 27. 


Hello Sister. Stage play. Jas. Dunn, Boots Mallory, ZaSu Pitts. 


Romantic adventures of a billboard sign painter. Spencer 
Dir. Harry Lachman. Rel. Jan. 15, 


Love, music and beer. Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixon. 
E) Brendel. Dir. 


60 mins. 


Rel. April 14. Rev. May 9. 
Hold Me Tight. Love in a department store. Jas. Dunn, Sally Eilers. Dir, 
David Butler. Rel. May 26. Rev. May 23. 


Vic. McLaglen, 


Edmund Lowe, 
Rev. Jan. 24. 


Flagg and Quirt—with Lupe. 
Rel. Jan. 15. 


Hot Pepper. 
Dir. John Blystone. 74 mins. 


Lupe Velez. 


Humanity. Original. Physician who seeks to save his son from a woman’s 
influence. Boots Mallory, Alex. Kirkland, Irene Ware. Dir. John Frane- 
cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 25. 


I Loved You Wednesday. Stage play of four tangied lives. Warner Baxter, 


Elissa Landi, Victor Jory. Dir. Henry King. Rel. June 9. 

Infernal Machine. From the novel by Carl Sloboda. Drama. Genevieve To- 
bin, Chester Morris. Dir. Marcel Varnel. 65 mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. 
cis Dillon. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. April 25. 

It’s Great to Be Alive. An only man in a world of beautiful women. Raul 
Roulien, Gloria Stuart, Herbert Mundin. Dir. Alfred Werker. Kel. 
June 2. . 

Life in the Raw. Western drama. Geo. O’Brien, Claire Trevor. Dir. Louis 
King. Rel. June 16. 

Me and My Gal. Comedy arama. Joan Bennett, Spencer Tracy. Dir. Raoul 
Walsh. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. 

Pleasure Cruise. Play by Austen Allen. Jealous husband trails his seagoing 
wife. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Rel. Mar. 24. Rey. April 4. 

Rackety Rax. Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. Dir. Alfred 
Werker. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8 

Robbers’ Roost. Rustler discovers that love interferes with cattle stealing. 


George O’Brien. Dir. Louis King. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Mar. 21. 


gallor’s Luck. Original. Romance of a U. 8. Navy gob. Jas. Dunn, Sally 
Bilers, Victor Jory. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Mar. 3. Rey. Mar. 21. 





(Continued on page 35) 
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ILLIONS sit as a jury to pass on the 
beauty of these Paramount stars. 
Night after night critical eyes are watching 
them. These stars must be lovely if they are 
to win admiration... and hold it! 


But no jury could deny approval to their 
sparkling eyes, their smiles, their satin- 
smooth complexions! East...west...north 
»..south... they’°ve won so many hearts. 
Today—everywhere—they’re winning new 
ones. 

Favorites of such engaging and such uni- 


versal charm know a secret you will want 
to share. They know the importance of 


clear, smooth skin—they take the utmost 
care of their complexions. Ask any one 
her beauty care, and she will tell you, “I 
use Lux Toilet Soap for smooth, soft skin!” 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars Use It 


Of the 694 important Hollywood actresses, 
including all stars, 686 use Lux Toilet Soap. 
At the Paramount Studios (and all the other 
great Hollywood studios, too) it is the official 
soap because the stars so overwhelmingly 
prefer it. 


You don’t have to be a screen star, you 
know, to have an exquisite complexion! 
Buy two or three cakes of this fine, fragrant, 
white soap today. Use it regularly —then 
watch your skin. You'll be delighted to see 
it grow softer, clearer! 


LUX Zed Soup gee tay 
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MARY BOLAND in ‘“‘Mama Loves Papa.” 
‘For years I’ve used Lux Toilet Soap.” 


be 


LYDA ROBERTI in “Three Cornered 
Moon,” “I’m delighted with it,” 
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CAROLE 
LOMBARD in 
*“*The Eagle and 
The Hawk.” “For 
years I’ve relied on 
Lux Toilet Soap.” 


SARI MARITZA in “International 
House.” “‘It keeps the skin smooth.” 


SCL IO, 


ATRICK in “Murder in the 
Zoo.” ‘‘Keeps my skin exquisite.” 
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LONA ANDRE in “College Humor.” 


WYNNE GIBSON 






“*It keeps the skin 








ps ee 
KATHLEEN BURKE in “Sunset Pass.’ 
“Safeguards my complexion.” 


“Makes my skin younger-looking.” 


in ‘‘Her Bodyguard.”* 


wonderfully smooth.” 





enn eeern 






HELEN 
TWELVETREES 

in “Disgraced.”” “It 
is a lovely soap,”’ 
she says. 














Maha heeT rE 8: 


rica: . Sais waninne’s 
SHIRLEY GREY in “The Girl in 419.”% 
“Keeps my skin smooth as a child’s,”2 
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_ sure to be a BIG hit! 
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COACH HOWARD JONES —LONA ANDRE! 





“COLLEGE HUMOR” 


will be pre-released with 








special campaigns in four 
selected key-spots, June 16th. 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 30) 





Second Hand Wife. Banker's secretary steps from his office int 
Sally Eilers, Ralph Bell: ir. Hami Fe ae, aett 
palty a a ene. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 64 mins. Rel 
Sinerlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with : 2 i fis y 
Brook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest Torrence. Dm we Gee mw 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Nov. 15. acy “tian Piaasose 
Six Hours to Live. Murdered diplomat ts revived to avenge hi 
Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. W i ae” ree 
oe ee i Vm. Dieterle. Time, 78 mins, 
Smoke Lightning. From Zane Gray’s ‘Canyon Walls.’ Bri J 
O’Day. Dir. David Howard. Rel. Feb. 17, oe Gon, OBrien, Hon 
State Fair. From the novel by Phil Stong. Love and triumph : 
fair. Janet Gaynor, Lew Ayres, Will Rogers, teaver was sg 
Henry King. 98 mins, Rel. Feb, Rev. Jan. 31. se Ae ai 
Tess of the Storm Country. Talk version of an old silent. J 
of ’ J . 10 - Janet Gaynor, 
Sem _resrel. Dir. Al. Santell. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. 
Too Busy to Work. Talking version of ‘Jubilo.’ Will R 
Dir. Jas. Blystone. Time, 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. oy Soy — 
Trick for Trick. Stage play of same title. Ralph Morgan, Vi 
Blane. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 68 mins. Rel. April a. ny 
Warrior’s Husband, The. Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Am 
: . a wh 
ope a ‘ae 4 —_ Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 
anners. r. alter ng. 74 mins. Rel. M . ¥; 1 - 
Zn) tev. tab to ay 12. (Lasky produc 
Zoo in Budapest. Original. Mystery story in a foreign zoo and 
Loretta Young, Gene Raymond, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Rowland vo Lew 
R:'. April 28. Rev. May 2. (Lasky production.) \ 
Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Freuler Associates New York, N'Y 


Deadvirom Tyler, Alice Dahl, Wally Wales. Din de Mer ernment agents. 
**kimost his ‘sweetheart. "Skeets ‘Gallagher, “Dorothy. Burgess, bin, Fea 
re ea te Atay eM ee 
Fe Neer ly Mie el olan, BUN Fom Trier Dir. 3. F 
Same withers. Dir Fred, Newmeyer. Time, @1 mina Rek Wow a. “Rev. 
-— interest, | Marie Alba, Walter Byton, Claire Windsor Din, Pit Hoo 
a Feomey, Helen Cohan, Robert Eilis. Din. George Melford. "62 caine. 
sh Wig as, Me RAS, eh 
a coach “holdup ‘and fast idl ng, Tom “Tyler, "Adele. Lacey. Bale hee 


. i¢@ Offices: RKO Blidg., Radio City 
; Majestic New York City 

Cheating Blondes. (Equitable.) Twin sisters tangled in a murder mystery. 
Thelma Todd, Rolfe Harold. Dir. Jos. Levering. 61 mins. Rel. April 1. 
Rev. May 23. 

Crusader, The. Drama of a crusading district attorney. Evelyn Bren., H. H 
ere, Ned Sparks, Lew Cody, Walter Byron, Marceline Day. Dir. 
Frank Strayer. 72 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 11. 

ote at Eight. Story of a murder mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. Rel. 

une. 

Free Love. Rel. May 1. 

Gun Law. Western. Jack Hoxie, Betty Boyd. Rel. May 1. 

Law and Lawless. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Hilda Moreno, Yakima Can- 
utt, Wally Wales, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 
mins. Rel. Nov. 30 

Outlaw Justice. Western drama. Jack Hoxie, Dorothy Gulliver, Donald 
Keith, Dynamite-Horse. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Sing, Sinner, Sing. Torch singer marries a millionaire. Paul Lukas, Leila 
Evams. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. May. 

Trouble Busters. Western. Jack Hoxie, Lane Chandler. Rel. May 15. 

Unwiltten Law, The. A drama of betrayal and vengeance. Greta Nissen, 
Skeets Gallagher, Mary Brian, Lew Cody, Louise Fazenda, Hedda Hop- 
per. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 20, 

Vampire Bat, The. A thriller. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Melvyn Douglas, 
George E. Stone, Maude Eburne. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Jan. 21. 
Rev. Jan, 24, 

Via Pony Express. Jack Hoxie western. Marceline Day. Dir. Lew Collin. 
Rel. Feb. 8. Rev. May 9. 

Woman in the Case, The. Zita Johann. Woman is framed for a crime to 
shield higher-ups. Rel. June. 

World Gone Mad, The. Story behind present-day conditions. Evelyn Brent, 
Pat O’Brien, Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Mar. 1. Rev. April 18. 


Sturios: 4376 Sunset Drive 4 Offices: 1600 Broadway 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair New York, N. ¥. 

Alimony Madness. Story of alimony evils. Helen Chandler, Leon Waycoff. 
Dir. Breezy Eason. 65 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. May 9. 

Behind Jury Doors. Newspaper reporter unearths a jury-framing case after 
many adventures. Helen Chandler, Wm. Collier, Jr. Dir. Breezy Eason. 
67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Heart Punch. Murier story with a prize ring angle. Lloyd Hughes, Marion 
Shilling. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Her Mad Night. Mother assumes guilt for a daughter’s crime. Irene Rich, 
Conway Tearle, Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 
Rev. Nov. 29. 

dustice Takes a Holiday. Original. Father love drives a convict back to 
jail. H. B. Warner, Huntley Gordon, Audrey Ferris. Dir. Spencer Ben- 
nett. 63 mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. April 25. 

Malay Nights. Original. Mother love in the tropics. Johnny Mack Brown, 
a a Burg.ss. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. 

eb. 7. 
Midnight Warning, The. Original. Wm. Boyd, Claudia Dell. Dir. Spencer 
Bennett. 57 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Mar. 14. 

Revenge at Monte Carlo. Diplomacy in a small European kingdom. Jose 
Crespo, Wheeler Oakman, Dorothy Gulliver. Dir. Breezy Eason. 63 
Mins. Rel. Feb. Rev. May 2. 

Studios: Culver Cit Offices: 1540 Broadway 

Calif. Metro New York, N. Y. 

Barbarian, The. Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide who is really a prince. 
Myrna Loy, Reginald Denny. Dir, Sam Wood. 80 mins. Rel. May 12. 
Rel. May 16. 

Clear All Wires. Picturization of the recent Broadway hit about a foreign 
correspondent. Lee Tracy. Benita Hume. Dir. George Hill. 78 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Mar. 24. 

Devil’s Brother, The. Operetta ‘Fra Diavolo.’ Laurel and Hardy, Dennis 
King, Thelma Todd, Jas. Finlayson. Dir. Hal Roach, 91 mins. Rel. 

ay 5. 

Divorce in the Family. Jackie Cooper saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Cooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. Dir. Chas. F. Riesner. 
Time, 78 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. ae 

Fast Life. Typical Haines story with a thrilling speed boat race. bd enon 
Haines, Cliff Edwards, Conrad Nagel, Madge Evans. Dir. Harry Pollard. 

: 82 mins. Rel. Dec, 16. Rev. Dec. 27. - : 

lesh. Wallace Beery as a wrestler. Karen Morley, Riccardo Cortez, Jean 
Hersholt. Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Dec, 9. Rev. Dec. 13. 

Faithless. Rich girl learns the lesson of the depression. _ Tallulah Bankhead, 
Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. lo 
Rev. Nov. 22 

Fast Workers. John Gilbert as a skyscraper worker. Robert Armstrong, Mae 
Clarke, Muriel Kirkland. Dir. Tod Browning. Rel. Mar. 10. Kev. Mar. 21. 

Gabriel Over the White House. From an anonymous novel. The U. S. under 
a dictator. Walter Huston, Karen Morley, Franchot Tone. Dir. Greg- 
ory La Cava. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. April 4. 

Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. 
Jimmy Durante, Madge Evans, Walter Huston. 
Rei. June 9. Rey. May 2 

Hold Your Man. A smart aleck crook who escapes ¢ 
Jean Harlow, Clark Gable, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Sam Wood. 


Robert Montgomery, 
Dir. Jack Conway. 


everything but love. 
Rel, June 30. 








Kongo. Remake of the silent of the same title. Sorcery in central Africa. 
W alter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginia Bruce. Dir. Wm 
Cowen. Time, 86 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 22 

Lady of the Night. Night life in a great city. Loretta Young, Ricardo Cor- 
tez, Franchot Tone, Una Merkel. Dir. William Wellman. Rel. July 14. 

Looking Forward. The story of a great London department store. Based on 


the English stage success. Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone. Dir. Clar- 
ence Brown. 93 mins. Rel. April 7. Rev. May 2. 

Made on Broadway. Original. Press agent power in politics and society. 
Robt. Montgomery, Madge Evans, Sally Eilers, Eugene Pallette. Dir. 


Harry Beaumont. 70 mins. Rel. May 19. 

Mask of Fu Manchu. Chinese plotter seeks the sword of Ghengis Kahn. 
Boris Karloff. Lewis Stone, Karen Morley. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 
68 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Dec. 6. 

Men Must Fight. Picturization of the Broadway play. The war problem in 
1940. Diana Wynyard, Phillips Holmes, Lewis Stone. Dir. Edgar Sel- 
wyn. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. March 14. 

Nuisance, The. Lee Tracy as an ambulance-chasing lawyer. Madge Evans, 
Senne SEOrBAM, Charles Butterworth. Dir. Jack Conway. 84 mins. Rel. 

une 2, 

Outsider, The. An unlicensed surgeon performs seeming miracles. Harold 
Huth, Joan Barry, Frank Lawton. 90 mins, Rel. Jan. 27. 

Payment Defirred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas. 
Laughton tn his original role, Maureen O’Sullivan, Dorothy Peterson. 
Dir. Loti ar Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Peg o’ My Heart. From the famous play. Marion Davies, Onslow Stevens, 
Juliette Compton, J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir. Robt. Z. Leonard. Rel. 
May 26. Rev. May 23. 

Prosperity. Pst depression comedy with Marie Dressler and Polly Moran. 
Dir. San Wood. Time, 87 mins. Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 29. 
Rasputin and the Empress. The Russian overthrow and its cause. John, 
Ethel anl Lionel Barrymore. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. Roadshow time, 

133 mins. Rel. March 24. Rev. Dec. 

Red Dust. Je:n Harlow and Clark Gable as a new team in a story of Indo- 
China. })ir. Victor Fleming. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Reunion in Vienna. From Sherwood’s stage play. Exiled royalty returns for 
a last fling. John Barrymore, Diana Wynyard, Frank Morgan. Dir. 
Sidney Franklin. Rel. June 16. Rev. May 2. 

Secret of Madame Blanche, The. Based on Martin Brown’s play “The Lady.’ 
Irene Dunne, Phillips Holines. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. 
Rev. Feb. 7. 

Son-Daughter, The. From the play by David Belasco. Helen Hayes, Ramon 
Novarro, Lewis Stone, Warner Oland. Dir. Clarence Brown. 81 mins. 
Rel. Dec 23. Rev. Jan. 3 

Strange Interlude. The famous O’Neill play. Norma Shearer, Clark Gable. 
Dir. Kobert Z. Leonard. Time, 110 mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Sept. 6 

Strange Rhapsody. Love story with a background of Sarajevo and the assas- 
sination which precipitated the World War. Based on the Hungarian 
play of the same title. Nils Asther, Kay Francis, Walter Huston. Dir. 
Richard Boleslavsky. Rel. July 7. 

Today We Live. An English girl ambulance-driver during the war. Joan 
contents Gary Cooper. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. April 21. Rev. 

pri . 

What! No Beer? Buster Keaton and Jimmy Durante in the beer racket. 
Phillip Barry, Roscoe Ates, John Miljan. Dir. Edward Sedgwick. 64 
mins. Rel. Feb. 10. Rev. Feb. 14. 

When Ladies Meet. Based on Rachel Crothers’ Broadway success. Ann 
Harding, Robert Montgomery, Frank Morgan. Dir. Harry Beaumont. 
Rel. June 23, 

White Sister The. Based on the famous F. Marion Crawford novel. Helen 
Hayes, Clark Gable. Dir. Victor Fleming. Rel. April 14. 

Whistling in the Dark. Adapted from the Broadway stage success, in which 
a famous mystery writer is kidnapped and forced to plan wu murder 
himself. Ernest Truex, Una Merkel, Jean Hersholt. Dir. Elliot Nugent. 
Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. Jan. 31. 


Office: 723 Seventh Ave., 


Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., 
New York, N. Y. 


Hollywood, Cal. Monogram 


Avenging Seas. British government agent’s love affair in Bombay. Benita 
Hume, Geo. Barraud, Anne Grey. Dir. Millard Webb. 57 mins, Rel. 
Nov. 20. 

Breed of the Border. Western in which an auto racer turns cowboy. Bob 
Steele, Marion Byron. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 53 mins. Rel. Mar. 1. 
Rev. May 16. 

Diamond Trail. Western. Rex Bell. Dir. Harry Fraser. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. 
April 25. 

Fighting Champ, The. Western. Bob Steele, Arletta Duncan. Dir. J. P. 
McCarthy. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. March 14, 

Girl from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 
D’Orsay, Paul Kelly. Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Rev. Nov. 22. 

Gullty or Not Guilty. Bootlegger’s moll frees from prison an innocent girl. 
Betty Compson, Claudia Dell, Tom Douglas. Dir. Al Ray. 65 mins. 
Rel. Dec. 1. 

Hidden Valley. A ranch foreman takes to a blimp to locate a spot. Bob 
Steele, Gertrude Messenger. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 57 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. 

Lucky Larrigan. Western. Rex Bell, Helen Foster. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 
Rel. Dec. 10. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Man from Arizona, The. Cowboy saves his pal from double harm. Rex Bell, 
Neoma Judge. Dir. Harry Frazer. 57 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Oliver Twist. Dickens’ story. Dickie Moore, Irving Pickel, Wm. Boyd, Doris 
Lloyd. Dir. Wm. Cowen. 80 mins. Rel, Feb. 28. Rev. April 18. 

Self Defense. From Peter B. Kyne’s ‘The Just Judge.’ Western story of a 

woman who runs a gambling resort. Pauline Frederick, Claire Wind- 

sor, Theo. Von Eltz. Dir. Phil. Rosen. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. 

Feb. 21. (Originally titled ‘Self Defense’). 

Strange Adventure. Sob sister and detective avenge a millionaire. Regis 

Toomey, June Clyde. Dir. Phil Whitman and Hampton Del Ruth, 60 

mins. Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Feb. 14. 

West of Singapore. Romance in the tropics. Betty Compson, Weldon Hey- 

burn. Dir. Al Ray. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. Rev. April 4. 

Young Blood. Western. Bob Steele. Story by Wellyn Totman. Dir. Phil 
Rosen. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Jan. 24. . 

Studios: 5851 Marathon St., 


Offices: 1501 Broadway, 
Heliywood, calit, Paramount 


New York, N. Y. 
Bedtime Story, A. Original. Chevalier adopts a baby. Maurice Chevalier, 
Edw. Everett Horton, Helen Twelvetrees. Dir. Norman Taurog. 85 
mins. Rel. April 21. Rev. April 25 
Big Broadcast, The. Broadcasting story with many air stars. Stuart Erwin, 
Bing Crosby, Leila Hyams. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 80 mins. Rel. 
Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 
Billion Dollar Scandal. Based on the Teapot Dome investigation. Robt. Arm- 
strong, Constance Cummings, Olga Baclanova. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 
76 mins. Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 10. 
College Humor. Comedy. Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, Rich. Arlen, Mary Carl- 
isle, Burns and Allen. Dir. Wesley Ruggels. Rel. June 30. 
Crime of the Century, The. From the European stage play of same title. 
Jean Hersholt, Frances Dee, Wynne Gibson, David Landau. Dir. Wm. 
Beaudine. Rel. Feb, 24. Rev. Feb. 21. 
Dead Reckoning. Original sea story by Robt. Presnell of a Flying Dutchman 
of today. Shirley Gray, Chas. Ruggles, John Halliday, Verree Teasdale. 
Dir. Paul Sloane. Rel. Mar. 24. 
Devil Is Driving, The. Wynne Gibson, Edmund Lowe, Dickie Moore. Dir. 
Stoloff. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Dec. 20. 
Eagle and the Hawk, The. Story of the Royal Flying Squadron in the World 
War. Frederic March, Jack Oakie, Cary Grant, Carole Lombard. Dir. 
Stuart Walker. 74 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 16. 
nings for Sale. Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. Herbert Marshall, 
_ "Bart Maritza, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 15. 
rewell to Arms. Hemmingway’s nove! of war on the Italian front. Helen 
rae Hayes, Gary Cooper, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Frank Borzage. 90 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 6. Rev. Dec. 33. 
From Hell to Heaven. Romance story based on play by Lawrence Hazard, 
with a race-track slant. Not a racing drama. Carole Lombard, Jack 
Oakie. Dir. Erle Kenton. Rel. Feb. 24. Rev. Mar. 21. 
Gambling Ship. Explanatory title. Cary Grant, Benita Hume. Dir. Louis 
Gasnier, Max Marcin. Rel. June 23. 
He Learned About Women. Comedy drama, Stuart Erwin, Allison Skip- 
worth. Dir. Lioyd Corrigan. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. 
Ilo, Everybody. Original radio story by Fannie Hurst. Kate Smith, Ran- 
on golf Stott, sally Blane. Dir. Seiter. Rel. Feb. 17. Rev. Jan. 31. 
‘ f the Desert. Zane Grey story. Western theme. Randolph Scott, 
deathen Blane, J. Farrell Macdonald, Dir. Henry Hathaway. 68 mins. 
tel. Sept. 30. Rev. March 14. 
turday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll. Dir. W. Seiter, Time, 
ets yn Rel. Oct. 28. tev. Nov. 8 
Girl In 419, The. Mysterious beauty in a hospital drama. Jas. Dunn, Gloria 
Stuart. David Manners. Dir. George Sommes, Alexander Hall, 65 mins. 


Rel May 26. Rev, May 23. 
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DOWNTOWN L. A. 


THREATENS 
SINGLES 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

First of the downtown subsequent 
run pic houses to boost its b.o. tariff, 
along with the general movement 
tending towards higher admissions 
locally, is in the Roxie, operated by 
xus Metzger and associates. House, 
presently employing a straight l5e 
gate, goes to 20c up to 6 p.m. and 
25c thereafter, starting Wednesday 
(31). 

On the other hand, several of the 

second run downtown houses, which 
are now competing with the first 
runs with a 25¢ admish from 1 p.m, 
compared with a similar tariff at 
Loew’s State, the Paramount and 
RKO up to 6 p.m., are seriously con- 
sidering slashing their matinee 
prices to 15c. Only alternative, say 
the managers of these houses, is for 
the deluxe first runs to tilt their ad- 
missions, or for the subsequents to 
go back to dual features. 
Joe Leo, operating the Los An- 
geles, downtown grind for William 
Fox, has given up any pretense of 
keeping secret the fact that his 
house is still in the double feature 
class. Both ends of the house mar- 
quee, and entire top line of the 
street side carry the words: ‘Two 
first-run pictures.’ 

Similarly, hanging banners be- 
neath the marquee, and a cutout 
atop the box office also emblazon 
the dual policy. Los Angeles has a 
15c nick, and runs indie features 
exclusively. When the single fea- 
ture policy was.returned to practic 
ally all of the Southern California 
picture houses, Leo for a time re- 
frained from advertising the fact 
that he had not joined the move- 
ment. Last week he decided to 
cash in on the duals, if possible, 


Indie’s U. A. In Mpls 


Minneapolis, May 29. 
United Artists here is selling its 











product on the open market again 
and has made a deal with the Ly- 
ceum, indie loop first-run, for ‘T 
Cover the Waterfront.’ Deal between 
U. A. and Pubiix for Minneapolis 
only called for the purchase of three 
pictures by the latter. 

The Lyceum, with the only or- 
chestra and singers of any local the- 
atre, has aroused the ire of other 
showhouses by peddling a large 
number of free tickets in an effort 
to establish itself. It can afford to 
do this because its owner is a mil- 
lionaire. 





Skouras Climbs Peg 
In F-WC Biz Drive 


Los Angeles, May 29, 

Standing of only two districts of 
the seven competing in the F-WC 
Dollars and Sense drive were 
changed at the close of the third 
week of the contest. B. V. Sturdi- 
vant’s San Diego and Imperial dis- 
trict, in fifth place for the second 
week, dropped a peg and exchanged 
spots with Charlie Skouras’ special 
division. 

All five other districts maintained 
their respective standings for the 
third week. 





A Break for the Law 


Altoona, May 30. 

Local constables are getting all 
the best of the local theatres-op- 
erators’ strike. Called together by 
the district attorney last week, the 
constables received passes and 
were instructed to drop in the the- 
atres often to keep the strikers 
aware of their affiliation. ~ 
With the strike on since April 7 
and the theatres picketed all the 
time, only one bomb has been ex- 
ploded. 





Does Floppo in 4 Days 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Four days of single-day revivals 


,of box office pix of the past several 


years proved sufficient for the Pres- 
ident (Principal) in its proposed 10 
day revival festival. 

Biz did a terrible nosedive for the 
first four pix brought back, and 
management quickly resumed its 
former policy of full week or split 
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From New York to California 


F. & M. Stageshows, Inc. is 





strengthening weak situations. 

















How long are you going to 
wait to learn what we can do 
for you? 








FL & M. STAGESHOWS 


1560 Broadway, New York City 
(A Subsidiary of FANCHON & MARCO, Inc.) 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES: 
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if | Had a Million. How various persons would react to an inherita nee. Gary 
Cooper, Geo. Raft, Wynne Gibson, Chas. Laughton, Jack Oakie ona pon 
others, each in a single sequence. Directional sequences by various di- | 


rectors, Time, 85 mins. Rei. Nov. Rev. Dec. 6. 
| Love That Man. (Rogers production.) Romantic drama. Ea: we, | 
Nancy Carroll. Dir. Harry Joe Brown. 74 mins. Rel. June x tet 
International House. Farce comedy. Peggy Hopkins Joyce, W. C. Fields. | 


Rudy Vallee, Stuart Erwin. Sari Maritza, Burns and Alle Ci —" 
Dir. Eddie Sutherland. S Aan Lee Cale- | 


way. 68 mins. Rel. June 2. 
Island of Lost Souls. Novelty story. Chas. Laughton, Richard Arle ei 
Hyams. Dir. Chas. Kenton. December special. Rev. Jan. ig _ 


Jennie Gerhardt. 
Mary Astor. 


King of the Jungle. 


From the Theo. Dreiser story. Sylvia Sidney 

Dir. Marion Gering. 95 mins. Rel. Jun« ‘16. 

_ Novelty story. Buster Crabbe, Frances Dee. 
berstone-Marcin. Jan. special release. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Lady’s Profession, A. Story by Nina Wilcox Putnam. Speakeasy prop. mas- 
querading as riding master. Geo. Barbier, Sari Maritza. Dir. Norman 
MacLeod. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 

Luxury Liner. From the novel by Gina Kaus. Grand Hotel on shipboard 
Geo. Brent, Zita Johann, Alice White, Verree Teasdale. Dir. by Lothar 

70 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 7. 


Sylvia Sidney, Cary Grant, Chas. R ] 
Rev. Dec. 27. . is 


Donald Cook 


Dirs. Hum- 


Mendez under B. P. Schulberg 

Madame Butterfly. From the opera. 
Dir. Gearing. tel. Dec. 30. 

Madison Square. Sporting story. Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan. 
Dir. Harry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Oct. 18, “aN 

Murders in the Zoo. Original by Philip Wylie and Seton |. Miller. Drama 
largely held to a zoological garden. Chas. Ruggles, Lionel Atwill, Gail 
Patrick. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. April 4. 

Mysterious Rider. Western. Kent Taylor. Dir. Allen. Rel. Jan. 27. 

Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs. Mae West, Geo. Raft, Con- 
stance Cummings, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 70 mins 
tel. Oct. 14. Rev. Nov. 1. 

No Man of Her Own. From the novel 
Carole Lombard, Dorothy Mackaill. 
special. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Phantom President. Political story of a presidential double. George M. Cohan, 
sony Durante, Claudette Colbert. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev 

ct. 4. 

Pick Up. (Schulberg.) A girl of the people and a service station sheik. Sylvia 
Sidney, Geo. Raft. Dir. Marion Gering. Rel. Mar. 31. Rev. Mar. 28. 

She Done Him Wrong. Paraphrase of ‘Diamond Lil.’ Mae West, Cary Grant, 
Gone weery, Owen Moore, Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Jan. 27. Rev. 
feb. 14. 

Sign of the Cross, The. 
Roman persecution of the Christians. 


‘No Bed of Her Own.’ 
Dir. 


) Clark Gable, 
Wesley Ruggles. December 


Spectacular version of Wilson Barrett’s play of 
Claudette Colbert, Fredric March, 


Elissa Landi, Chas. Laughton. Dir. Cecil B. De Mille. 118 mins. Regu- 
lar release Feb. 10. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Song of the Eagle. Beer problem from the angle of an honest brewer. Chas. 


Bickford, Rich. Arlen, Jean Hersholt, Mary Brian. 
65 mins. Rel. April 28. Rev. May 2. 

Story of Temple Drake, The. From Wm. Faulkner's ‘Sanctuary.’ The story 
of an oversexed girl. Miriam Hopkins, Jack La Rue, Wm. Collier, Jr. 
Dir. Stephen Roberts. 68 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 9. 

Strictly Personal. (Rogers.) Original by Wilson Mizner and Robt. T. Shan- 
non on the matrimonial agency racket. Marjorie Rambeau, Eddie Quil- 
lan, Dorothy Jordan. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. Mar. 19. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Dir. Ralph Murphy. 


Sunset Pass. Zane Gray western. Tom Keene, Randolph Scott, Kathleen 
Burke. Dir. Henry Hathaway. 46 mins. Rel. May 26. 

Supernatural. Original. Odd story of a transferred soul. Carole Lombard, 
Randolph Scott, Vivienne Osborne. Dir. Victor Halperin. 65 mins. 
Rel. May 12. Rev. April 25. 

Tonight ts Ours. Noel Coward’s “The Queen Was in the Parlor.’ Claudette 
Colbert, Frederic March, Allison Skipworth. Dir. Stuart Walker. Rel. 
Jan. 13. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Trouble in Paradise. Cheating cheaters in Paris and Venice. Miriam Hop- 
kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, &1 
mins. Rel. Oct. 21, Rev. Nov. 15. 


Undercover Man. Secret service bests the gangsters. Geo. Raft, Nancy Car- 
roll. Dir. Jas. Flood. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. Rev. Dec, 6. 

Under the Tonto Rim. From the Zane Grey story. Stuart Erwin, Verna 
Hillie, Ray Hatton. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. Mar. 24. 





Mae 


Penguin Pool Murder, 
Geo. 


murder mystery. 
Dir. 


L The. Stuart Palmer’s novel; 
Clark, Robt. Armstrong, Edna Mae Oliver, James Gleason. 
Archainbaud. 66 mins. Rel. Dec. 30. Rev. Dec. 27. 

Phantom of Crestwood, The. Mystery at a week-end party. 
Katherine Morley. Dir. J. W. Ruben. Time, 77 mins. 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Renegades of the West. Cowboy avenges his father’s death and cleans up the 
rustiers. Tom Keene, Betty Furness, Roscoe / tes, Rockcliffe Fellowes. 
Dir. Casey Robinson. 55 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. 

Rockabye. Sentimental mother-love story. Constance Bennett, Joel McCrea. 


Ricardo Cortez, 
Rel. Oct. 14. 


Dir. Geo. Cukor. Time, 70 mins. tel. Nov. 25. Rev. Dec. 

Sailor Be Good. Original. The fleet’s in again. Jack Oakie, Vivienne Os- 
args George E. Stone. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 68 mins. Rel, Feb. 10. Rev. 
eb. 28, 

Scarlet River. Picture company films a western film. Tom Keene, Dorothy 
Wilson, Roscoe Ates. Dir. Otto Brown. 54 mins. Rel. Mar. 10. 

Secrets of the French Police. Foreign mystery. Gwill Andre, Frank Morgan, 
Gregory Ratoff. Dir. Ed. Sutherland. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. 
Rev. Dec. 13. 

Silver Cord, The. Mother love carried to excess. Irene Dunne, Laura Hope 
Crews, Joel McCrea, Frances Dee. Dir. John Cromwell. 76 mins 
Rel. May 19. Rev. May 9. 

Sport Parade. Noveity story. Joel McCrea, Marian Marsh, Wm. Gardan. 
Dir. Dudley Murphy. Time. 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 11. Rev. Dec. 

Strange Justice. Oddities of the criminal) code. Mae Marsh, Norman Foster, 
Reginald Denny. Dir. V. C. Schertzinger. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. 


Lionel Barry- 


Biographical study of a merchant prince. 
77 mins. Rel. 


Dir. John Cromwell. 


Sweepings. Novel 
more, Alan Dinehart, Gloria Stuart. 
April 14. Rev. Mar. 28 

Theft of the Mona Lisa, The. Foreign made. Willy Forst, Trude von Molo 
Dir. G. Von Bolvary. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. Sept. 15. 

Thirteen Women. From Tiffany Thayer’s story of the power of suggestion. 
Ricardo Cortez, Irene Dunne. Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 60 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Topaze. From the stage play of that title by Marcel Prevost. 
of an innocent who gets wise to the way of municipal graft. 
more, Myrna Loy, Albert Conti. Dir. Harry D’Arrast. 80 mins. 


French story 
John Barry- 
Rel. 


Feb. 24. Rev. Feb. 8 
> > 4 Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
United Artists New York, N'Y. 

Cynara. Philip Merivale stage nit Ronald Colman, Kay Francis, Phyllis 

Barry. Dir. King Vidor. Time. 79 mins. Rel. Dec. 28. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Haliclujah, '’'m a Bum. Al Jolson introduces the new ‘rhythmic dialogue.’ 

Jolson, Madge Evans, Harry Langdon, Frank Morgan, Chester Conk- 

lin. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel. Feb. 3. Rev. Feb. 14. 


| Cover the Waterfront. of Max Miller’s best seller about his 
exploits in the San Diego harbor. Claudette Colbert, Ben Lyon and 
Ernest Torrence. Dir. James Cruze. 70 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 23. 


Kid from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades as a bull fighter down in 


Adaptation 


Mexico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey. 74 mins. Rel. Jan. 
21. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Magic Night. Viennese operetta. Jack Buchanan. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. 


Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 8. 
Swanson original] laid in England. Gloria Swanson, 
Sir Nigel Playfair, John Halliday 


Time, 79 mins. 


Perfect Understanding. 
Laurence Olivier, Genevieve Tobin, 


Dir. Cyril Gardner. 84 mins. Rel. Feb. 22. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Rain. Jeanne Eagles’ famous stage hit. Joan Crawford, Walter Huston. Dir. 
Wm, Gargan. Time. 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Samarang. Love amid the pearl divers in Malaysia. Native cast. Dir. Ward 


Rel. June 23. 


Man tries to hide from his wife secrets she pretends not 
Dir. Frank Borzage. 83 mins. 


Wing. 60 mins. 

Secrets. Stage play. 
to know. Mary Pickford, Leslie Howard. 
Rel. April 16. Rev. Mar. 21. 


Farce comedy with music, laid in Vienna. Jack Buchanan, 


Yes, Mr. Brown. 


Margot Grahame and Elsie Randolph. Dir. Jack Buchanan. 69 mins. 
No date set. 
Studio: Universal City, M4 Offices: 730 Fifth Ave. 
Calif. Universal New York, N..Y. 


Afrald to Talk. From the stage play ‘Merry-Go-Round’ about crooked politics. 
Eric Linden, Sidney Fox, Tully Marshall, Louis Calhern. Dir. Edw. L. 
Cahn. 74 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Dec. 20. 

Air Mail, The. Commercial flying thrill story. Pat O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, 
Gloria Stuart, Slim Summerville. Dir. John Ford. Time, 85 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 8 

All American, The. Football story. Rich. Arlen, Gloria Stuart. 
Mack. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 14, 

Be Mine Tonight. Comedy-drama. Love story unfolded in scenic beauty of 
Swiss Alps. Starring Jan Kiepura. Dir. Anatol Litwak. 85 mins. Rel, 
Mar. 23. Rev. April 18. 

Big Cage, The. Original. Man against beast, 


Dir. Russell 


different from jungle films. 
Dir. Kurt 








Wild Horse Mesa. Zane Grey's story. Rudolph Scott, Sally Blane, Fred 
Kohler. Dir. Henry Hathaway. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. 
Jan. 17. 

Woman Accused, The. From the story in ‘Liberty’ by ten well-known authors. 
Girl accused of murder with action chiefly on a pleasure cruise. Nancy 
Carroll, Cary Grant, John Halliday. Dir. Paul Sloan. Rel. Feb. 17. 
Rev. Mar. 14. 

: : Offices: 11 West 42d St. 
Principal New York, N.Y. 


jade with Adolphe Menjou and Claude Allister 


British 
Time, 74 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 


Blame the Woman. 
Dir. Fred Niblo. 


as a pair of crooks. 


Devil’s Playground, The. George Vanderbilt’s expeditionary film. 54 mins. 
Rel. Jan 1. Rev. Jan. 3. 

Jungle Gigilo. Travel. Humorous treatment of Sumatran customs. 55 mins. 
Rel. Feb. 15. ‘ 

Voodoo. Travel, Voodoo ceremonies in Haiti produced by Sergeant Wirkus, 


4 reels. Rel. Feb. 15. 


‘White King 6f LaGonave.’ 
Underwater exploration. 


With Williamson Beneath the Sea. 
Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


an. 1 Rev. Nov. 29. 
R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.Y.C. 


a } distinguish between his wife 
The man who could not Ryne Loy: Dir. Edw. sy 
3 


60 mins. Rel 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calif. 
Animal Kingdom, The. 


and mistress. Leslie Howard, Ann ah 
an. 


Griffith. &5 mins. Rel. Dee. 23. Rev. a ; . 
Cheyenne Kid, The. Tom Keene Western. Dir. Robert Hill, 55 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 20. 


Story of a daring English avia- 


i ° ‘ranka lay. ns 
Christopher Strong. From Frankau play Dir. Dorothy Afz- 


trice. Katherine Hepburn, Colin Clive, Billie Burke. 
ner. 77 mins. Rel. Mar, 31. Rev. Mar. 

Conquerors, The. A story of American depressio 
Rich. Dix, Ann Harding, Edna May Oliver. 
84 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Diplomaniacs, The. Wheeler and Woolsey 
bring peace to the Geneva Conference. 
May. Rev. May 2. 

Goldie Gets Along. Movie-struck girl who works the beauty contest racket. 


: . ° 97 
Lili Damita. Chas. Morton, Sam Hardy. 68 mins. Rel. Jan. 27. 
4i Damita. Cha € , Dix as a motorman who turns 


ns and their surmounting 
Dir. Wm. Wellman. Time, 


tribe to 
Rel. 


Indian 


are sent by an 
59 mins. 


Dir. Wm. Seiter. 





Great Jasper, The. Novel by Fulton Oursler. tu 
sataniet’ Rich. Dix, Wera Engels, Edna May Oliver. Dir. J. Walter |} 
Ruben. 83 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. Feb. 21. 

From Harry Reichenbach’s_ memoirs of a press | 


Half-Naked Truth, The. Dir. Gregory Le Cava. | 


agent. Lee Tracy, Lupe Velez, Eugene Palette. 
75 mins. Rel. Dec. 16. Rev. Jan. 3. i , iY __| 
Ki iging 50- ape is captured in the wilds and creates 
ing Kong. Original. A foot ape Pp New York. Fay Wray, Robt. | 


havoe when it escapes while on exhibition in 


100 mins. Rev. April 7. 


Armstrong. Dir. Merian C, Cooper. 5 : 
Little Orphan Annie. Based on the cartoon. Mitzi Green. Ed. Keennedy. | 
Dir. John Robertson. Time, 61 mins. Rel. Nov. 4. Rev. Dec. A 
Lucky Devils. Original. Glorifying the picture stunt men. Bill soy, bh 

Merian C. Cooper. 63 mins. Rel. Feb 


Gargan, Dorothy Wilson. Dir. 


3 Rev. Feb. 21. J 1-3 | 
Man Hunt. Junior amateur detective captures jewel thieves. Junior et 
Mrs. Wallace Reid, Virginia Henry. Dir. Irving Cummings. 64 mins. 
Rel. Mar. 24. Rev. May 9 : ‘ 
Men Are Such Fools. Leo Carillo. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 38 
Rev. Mar. 14. : } 
Men of America. Bill Boyd, Dorothy Wilson. Chic Sale. Dir. Ralph Ince 
Time, 57 mins. Rel. Dec. 9. Rev. Feb. 28 
Monkey’s Paw, The. W. W. Jacobs mystery stery ¢ fa he od r ed . — > 
Aubrey Smith, Ivan Simpson, Louise Carter. Dir. Wesley Ruggle 
mins. Rel. Jan. 13. —_— f 
Most Dangerous Game, The. Island recluse who hunts human beings for 
sport. inet Mecre a. Fay Wray, Leslie Banks. Dir kK Schoedasack 
Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 9. Rev. Nov. 22 oes a 
No Other Woman. Stee! worker who rises to affluence and drags his Witte a 
the mire. Irene Dunn, Chas. Bickford. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. vs min 
tel. Jan. 6. Rev. Jan. 31. : ‘ densa Rey 
Our Betters. From Maugham’s play. English high society.‘ as, ea Rev 
nett, Gilbert Roland. Dir. Geo. Cukor. 84 mins, Rel. Mar. %¢ 
Feb. 28. ' 
Past of Mary Holmes, The. De: titute opera singer ahha ‘Gallagher. * Di 
son of murder Helen MacKellar, Eri aon "Re l. Jan. 2¢ Rev. May é@ 


Harlan Thompson, Slavo Vorkapich. 6: 


Clyde Beatty, Raymond Hatton, Anita Page, Andy Devine. 


Neumann. 78 mins. Rel. Mar. 3. Rev. May 16. 

Cohens and Kellys in Trouble. Comedy. Famous team in story with nautica) 
background. George Sidney and Charlie Murray. Dir. George Stevens. 
Rel. March 23. Rev. April 18. 


Adventure on a rum runner adrift in the Pacific. Pat 


Destination Unknown. 
Dir. Ray Garnett, Rel. Mar. 2. 


O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy, Betty Compson. 
Rev. April 11. 
Fighting President, The. Newsreel assembly of the life of F. D. Roosevelt. 
; Screen tecture by Edwin C. Hill. Special release. Rev. April 11. 
Hidden Gold. Tom Mix pals with bank robbers to locate hiding place of their 
loot. Judith Barrie, Ray Hatton, Eddie Gribbon. Dir. Arthur Rosson. 
58 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Mar. 28. 


King of the Arena. Ken Maynard in a circus story. Lucille Brown, Robt. 
Kortman. 6 reels. Rel. June 18. 

King of Jazz, The. Reissue, with Paul Whiteman, John Boles. Dir. Jobn 
Murray Anderson. 9 reels. Rel. May 18. 

Kiss Before the Mirror, The. Powerful drama of human emotions. Nancy 
Carroll, Paul Lukas, Frank Morgan, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale. 
67 mins. Rel. April 20. Rev. May 16. 

Laughter in Hell. Chain gang story. Pat O’Brien, Merna Kennedy. Dir. 
Edw. Cahn. 72 mins. Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Lucky Dog. Touching and dramatic story of devotion that ¢xists between a 
man and his dog. Chic Sale. Dir. Zion Myers. Rel. April 6. 

Mummy, The. Mystery thriller. Boris Karloff, Zita Johann, David Manners. 
Dir. Karl Freund. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Jan. 10 

Nagana. ‘Tropical drama. Tala Birell, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. E. L. Frank. 
Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 21. 

Okay America. Columnist story. Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Louis Cal- 
hern. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 

Old Dark Heuse. A night of terror in an English country home. Boris Kar- 


loff. Melvyn Douglas, Chas. Laughton, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale. 
Time, 70 mins, Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 1. 
Comedy. Slim Summerville-Zasu Pitts. Dir. Sam Taylor. 


Out All Night. 
Rel. April 13. Rev. Apri 11. 

i nes. Comedy in which a slacker finds himself very much in the 

aici, 2 ” treunin Cook, GHeria Stuart. Dir. Russell Mack. 70 


war. Lee Tracy, 

mins. Rel. Feb. 16. Rev. March 28. 
Rebel. The. Napoleonic story in the Austrian Tyrol Vilma Banky, Luis 
Trenker, Victor Varconi. (Foreign made.) Dir. Luis Trenker, Edwin 

Knopf. Rel. June 1. 

itis ade é on . *h train. Esther 
Rome Express, The. British made. Grand Hotel on a French train 
‘ Conrad Veidt. Dir. Walter Forde. 8&5 mins. Rev, Feb, 28. 


Kalston, 
Rustiers’ Roundup, The. Dir. 


Action Western with Tom Mix, Diana Sinclair. 


Henry MacRae. 56 mins. Rel. Mar. 16 

Terror Trail. Original. Tom Mix western. Naomi Judge, Arthur Rankin, 
Ray Hatton. Dir. Armand Schaeffer. 55 mins. Kel, Feb. 2. Rev 
Feb. 14. 


adventures of a 
Edw. 


newlyrich 
Ludwig. 71 mins. 


Matrimonial 


They Just Had to Get Married. 
y Pitts. Dir. 


couple. Slim Summerville, Zasu 
Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Feb. 14 
ffices: 321 W. 44th St 
Studios Burbank, W B oO 3 ’ ; 
Calif. arner Brothers New York, N. ¥ 
Ex-Lady. An experimental marriage strikes a snag Bette Davis, Gene Ray- 
ond Frank McHugl Dir Robert Florey 67 mins Re} Apri x 
Kev. May 16. 
2d Street. A musical production with the theatre the background. Bebe 
Daniels, Warner Paster, Ruby Keeler, George Brent, Ginger Rogers, | 
I Powel, Gu) Kibbee [oir Llovd Bacon &9 mins Ree Mar 1] 
he 14 | 
Girl Missing. wo girls cleverly foil a kidnapping plot. Glenda Farrell, Ren | 
Lyon, Mary Briar Pegg Shannot Dir. Robt. Florey. 69 mins. Rel. | 
Mar. 4 Rev. Mar. 21 | 
Hard to Handle. Cagney as a high powered promoter. Cagney, Mary Briar 
Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 81 mins. Kel. Jan, 28. Rev. Feb. 7. 
Haunted Gold. Search for gold in a haunted mine John Wayne. Dir. Mack 
Wright. 58 mins. Rel. Dec. 17. Kev. Jan. 17 
i Am a Fugitive. From the story ‘Il Ama Fugitive from a Chain Gang Paul 
Muni. Glenda Farrell. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 92 mins. Kel. Nov. | 
i9. Rev. Nov. 19. 
(Continued on page 3&8) j 


Operators’ 10% Cut 
On Coast Drops Pay 
To $68, $70 Weekly 


Los Angeles 
revised scale 
Projectionists’ 


May 29. 
agreement 
unions of 


Under a 
between 


Southern California and Fox West 
Coast, booth men in the class 
A houses have accepted what 
amounts to virtually a 10% reduc- 
tion from their present pay. Under 
the new setup the weekly wage, 
without overtime, will be approxi- 


mately $68. 

New hourly wage is $1.75 for the 
top projectionists, and $1.50 for the 
Class B and subsequent runs. In 
San Francisco and the northern 
California territory, the weekly pay 
for operators runs $2 more, but this 
includes a longer ‘cleanup period’ 
than that included in the Southern 


California agreement. New scale, 
which runs until Jan. 1, next. is 
25% lower than the scale called 


for in the agreement entered into 


a year ago last September. 


FANS STILL HOT AFTER 
A YEAR OF ‘BRIDGE’ 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

After nearly a year of ‘movie 
bridge’ as a one night a week draw, 
Liemert, deluxe naborhood pic house 
operated by Dave Bershon, con- 
tinues to maintain the Monday night 
attendance record hung up shortly 
after the innovation was instituted 
last June. Patronage is drawn from 
all sections of the city, with inter- 
est as great now as at any time in 
the past. 

‘Movie bridge’ is presented every 
Monday night, on the second ht 
of a two-day program change, with 
the house take topping any eve- 
ning’s biz. Five prizes are awarded 
winners at each session. 


Am. Ry. Exp. Underbids 
On Film Delivery Rates 


Film delivery services are com- 
plaining to the Hays Office about 
reduced rates of the American Rail- 
way Express. The reduction of 50% 
on return film shipments is esti- 
mated to aggregate a saving of 
$500,000 annually to exhibitors, It 
was brought about largely through 
efforts of Hays and the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America. 

The services are claiming that ex- 
hibitors are demanding that truck- 
ing companies bring their own rates 
to a similar level. This, they hold, 
they cannot do and show a profit. 














Sundays Okay, But— 


Denver, May 29. 

Canon City, famous for having the 
Royal Gorge, world’s highest sus- 
pension bridge, and large-size prison 
riots, came to the front with a 
unique method of getting Sunday 
films. Business men, church inter- 
ests, city council and B. P. Mce- 
Cormick, owner of the Jones, the 
only theatre here, agreed to hold an 
informal election, and abide by the 
result. Sunday pictures won by a 
majority of 225 out of 1,225 votes, 
more votes than ever cast in a city 
election. 

There were some catches in it. 
Only pictures approved by the Na- 
tional Parent-Teachers’. association 
can be shown on Saturdays, and 
films of a high moral tone on Sun- 
day. Sex pix are barred, but love 
stories okay. Trailers shown on 
Sunday will be closely censored. 


Theatre Co. Bkptcy 
Milwaukee, May 29. 
Three creditor firms have filed 
involuntary bankruptcy peti- 
against the Statewide The- 
atre Corp. Action involves leases 
made with the bankrupt Midwesce 
Theatres, Inc., which assigned 








an 
tion 





them to Statewide. a 

In the petition, the S. & S. Op- 
erating Co. claims $2,752 rent due 
on the Uptown, Milwaukee; the 
Kenosha-Orpheum Theatre com- 
pany lists $1,430 rent upaid on the 
Orpheum, Kenosha; and the Jef- 
fris Ce alleges $1,780 arrears on 
the Jeffris, Janesville 

‘Drake’ Bars Kids 
Los Angeles, May 29 

Paramount (F&M) goes ‘pink’ 
for the week starting (1) when it 
; presents ‘Story of Temple Drake’ 
1}on its screen 

Advance trailer requests parents 
not to permit their children to view 
the production. a 
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Baltimore Exhibs Back 
la a Single Group After 
A Year’s Separation 


Baltimore, May 29, 


Schism which last year split the 
ranks of the local neighborhood ex- 
hibs into two factions is now 
finally being patched up and the 
break-away theatres are once more 
headed back into the general fold, 


the M. P. T. O. of Maryland, the 
parent organization. The break- 
away group was known as the As- 
sociated Theatres, and was headed 
by the five Rome houses. Last 
week Rome left Associated Thea- 
tres and rejoined the MPTO of 
Maryland, which despite its name, is 
really the local Allied group. 

Split occurred last year because 
of the Metro wrangle. Exhibs in 
town had agreed not to buy that 
product unless the percentage 
clause was written out. Group 
broke away from the agreement 
and bought Metro, percentage and 
all. Which brought the formation 
of Associated Theatres. 

With Rome and his theatres back 
in the MPTO group, there's little 
strength left in the Associated The- 
atres and little doubt that the other 
six theatres will follow suit shortly. 


CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





(Continued from page 37) 


Keyhole, The. A woman finds herself the wife of two men. Kay Francis, 
George Brent. Glenda Farrell. Dir. Michael Curtiz. Rel. Mar. 25. 
Rev. April 4. 

King’s Vacation, The. From a story by Ernest Pascal. The king takes time 
out te visit his first wife. Geo. Arliss. Dir. John Adolfi. 62 mins. Rel. 
Feb. 28. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Lawyer Man. Inside story of the profession. William Powell, Joan Blondell. 
Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 68 mins. Rel. Jan, 7%. Rev. Jan. 3. 

One Way Passage. Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 
ell. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Parachute Jumper, The. Two ex-marines and a girl who go aloft, Doug. 
Fairbanks, Jr., Bette Davis. Dir. Alfred E, Green. 72 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 28. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Picture Snatcher, The. Semi-gangster story of a news photographer. Jas. 
Cagney, Patricia Ellis, Alice White, Ralph Bellamy, Dir. Lioyd Bacon, 
70 mins. Rel. April 19. Rev. May 23, 

Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees in Constantinople. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., 
Nancy Carroll, Lilyan Tashman, Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 68 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. Nov. 8 

Telegraph Trail. Difficulties encountered in the building of the telegraph. 
John Wayne, Frank McHugh, Marceline Day. Dir, Tenny Wright. 55 
mins. Rel. Mar. 18. Rev. April 4. 

Untamed Africa. Thrilling African adventure. Under supervision of Wynant 
D. Hubbard, F.A.G.S. Rel. April 8. 

Wax Museum, The. Original. (Technicolor.) Mystery and thrills in a wax 
works. Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Glenda Farrell. Dir, Michael Curtiz. 
78 mins. Rel, Feb. 18. Rev. Feb, 21. 

Working Man, The. Original. Romance in the shoe business. Geo. Arliss, 
Bette Davis. Dir. John Adolfi. 77 mins. Rel. May 6 Rev. April 26. 


° Offi : 1501 B d . 
World Wide Of Ne eK. vy. 


(Releasing Through Fox) 


Between Fighting Men. Conflict between the sheep men and cattle raisers. 
Ken Maynard, Ruth Hall. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 62 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 16. Rev. Feb. 14. 


They've already discarded the As- | 8reach of Promise. The ruin of a man’s career, Chester Morris, May Clarke, 


sociated Theatres billing for the 


classified advertising, using just the | Constant Woman, The. From Eugene O'Neill's play ‘Recklessness.’ 


word ‘neighborhood’ in the papers. 


stesy fa. Dir. Paul Stein. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. 
ov. 22. 
Conrad 


Nagel, Leila Hyams, Dir. Victor Schertzinger, Rel. Mar. 18. 


All the other nabes, some 80 of] Death Kiss, The. A murder mystery with a motion picture studio back- 


them, are overwhelmingly in the 
majority with their classified ad- 
vertising column under the MPTO 
billing. 


Won’t Back St. P. Exhib 





ground. David Manners, Adrienne Ames, John 
Edwin L. Marin. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Jan. 8. 


Wray, Bela Lugosi. Dir. 


Drum Taps. A Boy Scout troup to the rescue of Ken Maynard. Ken May- 


nard, Junior Coughlin, Scout Troop 107 of Hollywood. Dir. J. P. Mc- 
Gowan. 6t mins. Rel. Jan, 29. Rev. May 2. 


Dynamite Ranch. Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard, 


ay aye Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 59 ming. Rel. July 31. Rev. 
ec, 27, 


Faise Faces. Doctor makes a racket of his profession. Lowell Sherman, Lila 


Lee, Peggy Shannon. Dir. Sherman. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Oct, 13. Rev. 


Nov. 29. 


25c Minimum Admish ; 
On um Fargo Express. Straight-shooting sacrifice in the career of a cow country 





Minneapolis, May 29. 


Northwest Allied States will not 
back Oliver A. Rowe, veteran St. 


Hypnotized. Jam following a big sweepstakés win. 


hero. Ken Maynard, Helen Mack. Dir, Alan Jamés. Time, 62 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Mar. 7. 

Moran and Mack. Dir. 
Mack Sennett. Rel. Dec. 25. Rev. Jan. 17. 


Lone Avenger, The. Original. Ken Maypard western. Muriel Gardon. Dir. 


Alan James. 61 mins. Rel. May 1 


Paul exhibitor, in his fight to in-|pbaantom Thunderbolt. Ken Maynard western in which he helps Coyote 


duce the local Film Board to re- 
quire a minimum 25c admission for 


Gulch get the railroad by cleaning out a gang. Francia Lee. Dir. Alan 
James. 61 mins. Rel. Mar, 6. 


the larger deluxe third and fourth | Study in Scarlet, A. Sherlock Holmes story. Reginald Owen, June Clyde, 
y 14, 


run loop grind houses and neighbor- 


hood theatres and to permit ‘shoot- | Race Track. 


ing galleries’ of 500 and less seat- 
ing capacity, such as his own State 
theatre, to drop their price from 15c 
to a dime. 


Rowe appeared before the Film 


Board and complained about the! Trailing the Killer. 
- 


large dime and 15¢ houses which, 


Anna May Wong. Dir. Edw. L. Marin. 73 mina. Rel. Ma 
Original. Turf story. Leo Carillo, Kay Hammond, Junior 
Coghlan. Dir. Jas. Cruze, 78 mina. Rev. Feb. 25. 


Texas Buddies. Cowboy, veteran of the AEF, turns aviator to balk the vil- 


lains. Bob Steele, Nancy Drexel. Dir. R. N, Bradbury. Time, 67 mings. 
Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. May, 1 


Tombstone Canyon. Western, in which the hero tries to solve the mystery of 


his birth. Ken Maynard, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Alan James, Rel. Dec. 26. 


Rey. April 11. 
Epic of the Narth Woods. Dir. Herman C. Raymaker. 


ime, 64 mins. Rel. Dec, 4. Rev. Dec. 6, 


he asserted, ‘are ruining the indus-| Uptown New York. Married happines. and a past. Jack Oakie, Chitey Grey. 


try by making it impossible for the 
producers to obtain sufficient in film 
rentals to cover the cost of high 
class production.’ 

‘Northwest Allied States takes the 
position that exhibitors have the 
right to charge whatever admission 
they desire,’ says Bennie Berger, 


Dir. Victor Schertzinger. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Dee. 4 Rev. Nov. 20. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Bachelor Mother, The. (Hollywood Pro.) Original. A mother borrowed from 


an old ladies’ home walks into tragedy. Evalyn Knapp, Jas, Murra, 
merearet Seddon. Dir. Chas. Hutchinson, 69 mina, Rel, Jan. 3. Rev. 
Feb. 21. 


Big Town, The. (Invincible.) Vice crusade atory. Lester Vail, Frances 


Dade. Dir. Arthur Hoerle. 57 mins, Rev. Dec, 27. 


president of the organization. “We| paring Daughters. (Tower.) Two girls in the big elty, Kenneth Thompson, 


contend that the exchanges should 
be required to sell pictures to all 


Joan Marsh, Marian Marsh. Dir. Christy Cabanne, 63 mins. Rel, Jan, 
3. Rev. Mar, 28. ° 


exhibitors who are willing and able| Face on the Bar Room Floor, The. (Invincible.) Temperance discussion. 


to pay the prices asked for films. 


Dulcie Cooper, Bramwell Fletcher. Dir, Bert Bracken. Time, 65 mins. 
Rel. Oct. ev. Oct. 18. 


> ‘s 
It is no concern of the exchange8| rootsteps in the Night. (Auten.) Mystery drama, Benita Hume. Dir. Mau- 


or of competing exhibitors as to 
what admission any particular the- 
atre owner chooses to charge. The 
exhibitor who sells entertainment 
below cost cannot last long. The 
laws of economics will operate to 
rectify any maladjustments in the 
situation. We are not at all aym- 
pathetic with Mr. Rowe or his pres- 
ent agitation.’ 


— 


Aaron Jones Lights Up 
Dark Michigan Bivd. 


Chicago, May 29. 

Aaron Jones will hang up the 
largest electric sign of its kind in 
Chicago and on the most tradition- 
ally unlighted street in town, Mich- 
igan Boulevard. 
ters with a 60-foot spread the “en- 
tire width of the buildixg Jones 
will emblazon to the raobs en route 
to the World's Fe%r, that ‘Forgotten 
Mex is op View inside Orchestra 
Hall, 
' ‘Jones has house for 18 weeks 
opening June 1. Dan Roche and 
Lew Pollock have been retained to 
stir up excitement for the attrac- 
tion. Moderate scale of 25-40 is be- 
ing established. 








Mrs. Clyde Eckhardt Killed 
Chicago, May 29, 
Edna Eckhardt, wife of Clyde 
Eckhardt, manager of the Fox ex- 
change here, was killed in an au- 
tomobile accident last Thursday 
(25). 


She was the mother of two chil- 
dren. 


rice Elvery. Time, 59 mins. ei. Dec, 1. 
High Gear. (Goldsmith.) Auto race story. Jackie Searle, James Murray, 
Joan Marsh. Dir. Leigh Jason, 66 mina. Rev. April 18. 

Hotel Variety. (Capital.) Grand Hotel in an actors boarding house. Hal 
Skelly, Olive Borden. Dir. Raymond Cannon, 71 mina. Rev. Jan. 10, 

India Speaks. (Walter Futter.) Travelogue with interpolated dramatic epi- 
sode. Talk by Rich. Halliburton. 80 mins. Rev. May 9. 

Jungle Kilter. (Century.) Expose of wild game hunting tn Africa. With lec- 
ture. Rel. Nov. 25. Rev. Nov. 29. 

Manhattan Tower. (Remington.) Suggestive of ‘Skyscraper Souls.’ Rexnance 
in an office a Mary Brian, Irene Rich, Jas. Hall “ir, Frank 
Strayer. 62 mina, el. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 20. ; 

Pride of the Legion. (Released also as ‘The Big Payo* 

Peter B. Kyne story. Barbara Kent, J, Patios back Ginn tere 
Matt Moore. Dir. Ford Beebe. 71 mins Rel, Jan. 16. Rev. Jan. 24. - 


Racing Strain, The. (Irving-Maxim.) i 
Cut Walle Rela. Se Die pet ad . the, gute races with air 


Red-Haired Alibi, The. (To»ver.) Gangster story. Merna Kenne Theo. 

oor a ir. Chrlely Cabanne. Time, % mins. Rel. Oct. 3. Rev. 
Scarlet Week End. (Irving) Murder at a house party. Dorothy Revier, 
Nees +on Eilts. Dir. Willis Kent. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. 


In eight-foot let-|-S“¢ker Money. (Kent.) Exposé of fortune telling. Muscha Auer, Phyltis 


ewe. Dir. Dorothy Reed and Melville Shyer. 65 mins. Rev. 

pri . 

What Price Decency. (Equitable.) From a stage play. Jungle background 
for story of a giri tricked by a mock marriage. Dorothy Burgess, Alan 
Hale. Dir. Arthur Gregor. 60 mins. Rev. Mar. 7. 

Woman in Chains. (Auten.) Tragedy of a woman tied to an hypochondriac. 

, Eng. cast. Dir. Basit Dean. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 


Foreign Language Films 


(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign filma, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 

Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansoucl. (Capital) (Ger.). Musical comedy. 
Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl Froelich. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. 

Berlin-Alexanderplatz (Ger) (Capital). Strong crime drama. H einrich 
George, Maria Bard. Dir. Phil Jutzi. 90 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16, 

Brand in der Oper. (Capital) (German). Musical drama. Gustav Froelich 
Dir. Cari Froelich. Rel. July 19. 

Broken Vow, The. (Capital) (Polish). From a novel. Krystyna Ankwicz, 
M. Cybulski. 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Cinq Gentleman Maudit (Protex) (French). Mystery drama. Rene Lefevre, 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 24. 

Clown George (Russ.) (Amkino). A clown saves the nation. Dir. Soloviev. 
58 mins Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 13. 





Coiffeur Pour Dames (Paramount) (French). Musical farce. Ferna irave 
80 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. Nov. 8. : a 


Das Nachtigali Madel (Capital) (Ger). 
80 mins. Rel, Jan, 15. Rev. Jan, 31 
Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). Romantic comedy. Kaethe 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 13, 
David Golder (French) (Protex). Drama. Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 25. * 
Jer Ball (German) (Protex). Domestic comedy. Dolly Haas. Dir. Wilhelm 
Thiele. 83 mins. Rel, Oct. 9 
Der Brave Suender (Ger) (European). Fast comedy. Max Pallenberg. Dir, 
Fritz Kortner. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4, 
Der Falsche Ehemann (German) (Protex). Farce. Dir. Johannes Guter, 
85 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 
Der Faische Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Military musical. Viasta 
Burian. Dir. Carl Lamac. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12, 
Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (Kinematrade) (Ger). Comedy. Max Adalbert, 
Dir. Richard Oswald. 96 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. Jan. 24, 
Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger). Felix’ Bressart, Herman Thimig, 
Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. 
Der Schwartze Hussar (Protex) (Ger.). Costume romance. Conrad Veidt, 
Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 3. 
Diary of a Revolutionist (Russ.) (Amkino), Dir. Urinov. 80 mins. Rel. June 
8. Rev. June 14, 
Die Blumenfrau von Lindenau (German) (Protex). Comedy. Renate Mueli- 
ler, Hansi Niese. Dir. Georg Jacoby. 70 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 12, 
Die Lustigen Weiber von Wien. {Capital) (Ger). Willy Forst, Irene Elsinger, 
Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 n.‘ns. Rel. July 1, 
Dienst is Dienst. (New Era) (Ger), Musical. Ralph Roberts, Lucle Eng- 
lische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 8, 
Dos Noches (Hoffberg) (Spanish). Musical. Conchita Montenegro. Dir. Car. 
los Borcosque. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. 
Donna d’Una Notte (Portale) (Italian). Court adventure. Francesca Bertini, 
Dir. Marcel L‘Herbier. 85 mins. Rel. March 1, Rev. March 14 
Drei Tage Mittelarrest (German) (Capital). Fast German farce with all-star 
cast. Dir, Carl Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. 
Drunter und Drueber (Ger.) (Germania). Musical comedy. Dir. Max Neu-~ 
feld. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 20. 
Eine Liebesnacht (German) (Capital). Farce. Harry Liedke. Dir. Joe May, 
82 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. 
Eine Nacht in Paradies (Kinematrade) (Ger). Musical comedy. Anny Ondra, 
90 mins. Rel. Feb, 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 
Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger.). Mystery thriller. Dir, Alfred Zeisler, 
68 mins. Rel. Feb..1. Rev. Feb. 7. 
False Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 63 mins. Rel. Nov. 
8 Rev. Nov. 29. 
Frau Von Der Man Spricht (German) (General). Mady Christians. Melo- 
drama. Dir. Viktor Jansen, 75 mins. Rel, April 15. Rev, May 2. 
Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life, 
Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel, March 16, Rey. Feb, 28. 
Gefahren Der Liebe (German) (Madison). Sex drama. Tony Van Eyck. 
Dir. Eugen Thiele.. 65 mins.. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 2, 
ditta Entdeckt Ihr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Musical comedy. 
Gustav Froelich, Dir, Cart Froelich. 90 mins. Rel, Oct. 4. 
Gloria. (German) (New Era). Transatlantic aviation drama. Guatav Froeh- 
lich, Brigitte Helm. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. Rev. Nov, 1. 
Hertha’s Erwachen (Protex) (Ger.). Delicate life problem. Dir, Gerhard 
mprecht, 95 ‘mins. Rel. March 10. Rev. March 14. 
clolzapfel Weiss Alles (German) (Capital), Comedy. Felix Bressart. Dir. 
iktor Janson. 85 mins, Rel. Jan, 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 
Horizon (Russ) (Amkino). Jewish search for home, Dir. Lev Kuleshav. 62 
mins. Rel. May 10. Rey. May 16. 
House of Death (Russ.) (Amkino). Based on Dostoievsky’s life: Dir, Fed- 
erov, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 12, Rev. Aug. 16. 
Hurrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce, Max Adalbert, Ida Wueat, Lucie 
English. ir. Geo. Jacoby. 91 mins, Rel. June 24. 
Hyppolit a Reka) (International) (Hungarian). Fast farce. Dir. Szekely Ist- 
van. 77 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev, Jan, 17. ' 
ich WIH Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger), Musical. Dir, Geza 
von Bolvary. Haid, Froehlich. 70 mins, Rel, Feb, 15. Rev. Feb. 21. 
ivan. (Garrison) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovahenko. 83 
mins. Rel. Feb, 1. Rev. March 7. 
Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Granach, 
Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Nov, &. 
Keine Feier Ohne Meyer (Ger.) (Germania). Musical farce. Siegfried Arno. 
Dir, Carl Boese. 83 mins, Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 3. 
Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (General). Military farce, 75 mins. Rel. April 1. 
ta Couturiere de Lunevilie (Par) (French). Musical of woman's love. 
Madeleine Renaud, Pierre Blanchar. 90 mins, Rel, July 1. Rev. Oct. 22, 
Le Bal (French) (Protex). Domestic comedy, Dir. Wilhelm Thiele, 83 mina. 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 4. 
Le Rol Des Resquilieurs (French) (Protex). Comedy with music. Milton. Dir. 
Georges Colombier. 90 mins. Rel. June 1, ev, June 14, 
Liebe Ist Liebe (German) (Protex). Musical comedy. Kaethe yon Nagy, Hans 
Albers. Dir, Paul Martin. 80 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev, June 7. 
Ljubav | Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of Jife among N, Y. imigrants. 
Rake] Davidovic. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 
Lulse, Koenigin von Preussen. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Historical. Henry 
Porten, Dir. Car! Froelich. Time, 92 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 
M (Ger) (Foremco). Powerful dramatic study. Peter Lorre. Dir, Fritz Lang. 
95 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev, April 4 and April 18, 
Marius (Paramount) (French). Marseilles satire, Dir. Alexander Korda, 
103 mins, Rel. Jan, 1, Rev. April 25, ’ 
Maedchen in Uniform (Filmchoice) (German). Poignant drama, W?hlele, 
Wiecke. Dir. Richard Froehlich. Rel, Jan, 10. Rev. Sept, a7 
Man Brauch Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger), Musica! farce. Gir, Karl Boese. 
Rel. Nov, 10, 
Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). An Americ» k Russia. 
Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. *. wee errant ues 
Mensch Ohne Namen (German) (Prote»,, Poignant drama. Werner Krauss. 
Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 95 mins. ‘tel. Nov. i. Rev. Nov. 15 
Miche (Paramount) (Frenzn). Musical comedy. Susy Vernon, Robert Burnter, 
Dranem. 80 mins, Re‘, July 1. Rev. Dec. 6. 
Mond Uber Morokks (protex) (Ger). See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 
Morgenrot (G*#rman) (Protex). Submarine warfare’s cruelty. Dir. Gustav 
Ucio~, 30 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. May 23. 
Mori*#z Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). Farce. Siegfried Arno $5 


Love in Hawaii. Dir. Leo Lasky, 


Gitta Alpar, 





mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Namensheirat. (German) (FAF). Drama, Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 mins. Rel. 
Jan. 1. Rev. Jan, 17. 

Noc Listopadowa (Polish) (Capital). Historical romance. Dir. J. Warnecki 
95 mins. Rel, May 1. Rev. May 2, 

1914. (Capital) (Ger.) Prelude to the world war. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

Oberst Red!l. (Capital) (Ger). Spy thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 
Karl Anton. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Aug. 30. 

Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). Musical. Jane Marnac, Dir. Augusta Genina. 
0 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev, Jan. 17. 

Pension Schoeller (Schneider) (Ger). Comedy with music. Berliner, Tiedike, 
Schultz. Dir. George Jacoby. 90 mins, Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Piri Mindent Tud (Arkay) (Hung.). Farce. Dir. Stephen Szekely. 75 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 15. Rev Jan. 31. 

Potemkin (Russ) (Kinematrade). Sound version of BEisenstein’s classic. 170 
mins. Rel, April 4. 

Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) (Ger). Dramatic comedy. Hansi Niese, 
Else Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. Time, 85 mins. Rel. July 30. 

Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). Military farce. Frits Kampers, Lucle 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. Rel. Aug. 11. ‘ 

Return of Nathan Becker (Worldkino) (Russian) (Yiddish). Comedy. Dir. 
Shpiss and Milman. 72 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 25. 

Rhapsody of Love. {Capital) (Polish). Hardships of an art career. Agnes 
Petersen. Mosjukine. Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 

Scampoto (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas. Dir. Hana 
Steinhoff. 93 mins. Rel. April 1. Rey. April 11. 

Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum. (Capital) (Ger). Musical of Schubert's tife. 
Cari Joeken. Dir. Rich. Oswald. Time, 71 mins. Rel. June 28. 

Schutzenkoenig, Der (Ger.) (Germania). Max Adalbert, Gret! Theimer. Dir 
Franz Seitz. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 9. 

Shame (Amkino) (Russ).Problems of new Russia. Viadimir Gardin. Dr. 
Sergei Yutkevitch. 75 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 14. 

Sniper (Russ.) (Amkino). The war terrors. Dir. Timoshenko. 61 mins. Rel 
Aug. 25. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) (Embassy). Art and photography pre- 
dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 170 mins. Rel, April 1. 

Soviets on Parade. (Russ.) (Kinematrade). Historic record of current Rus~- 
sia. 55 mins, tel. Feb, 1. tev. March 7. 

Storm Over Zakopane, The. (Capital) (Polish). (Synchronized.) 
the mountains, Time, 89 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 


Danger in 





(Continued on page 55) 
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WIBO Case Not Ended, New Charges 
Of Fraud by WJKS Filed in Wash. “= 





Washington, May 29. 

When the U. S. tupreme Court 
nanded down a decision sustaining 
the Federal Radio Commission's 
action in ruling WIBO and WPCO, 
Ill, off the air in favor of WJKS, 
Indiana, on basis of upholding their 
quota plan, FRC set about to close 
its books on the case. But indica- 
tions are that it has only begun. 

Owners of WIBO, Nelson Broth- 
ers’ Bond & Mortgace Co., Chi- 
cago, have filed petition with FRC 
charging fraud on the part of the 
Johnson-Kennedy Radio Corp. 
Gary, Ind., operators of WJKS, and 
asking that ft be deleted instead of 
WIBO. 

Brief, filed by Louis G. Caldwell, 
attorney for WIBO and former gen- 
eral counsel for the FRC, claims 
that WJKS has no intention of liv- 
ing up to its sworn statements in- 
cluded in its testimony on which 
the FRC decision was _ based. 
Charge is made that although 
WJKS won the case on strength 
of serving Indiana, which is under 
quota, it is openly and primarily 
concerned with serving Chicago, 
which is in the same territory cov- 
ered: by WIBO. 

Indication is also made that 
WIBO, itself, will soon apply to the 
FRC to move to Gary, Ind., and that 
in such event it would not be a 
matter of quota but cf merely decid- 
ing between WIBO and WJKS on 
their merits. 

As things stand now WIBO will 
go off the air at 3 am. June il 
under action of FRC. Move fol- 

‘Jowed automatically on Supreme 
Court decision. Understanding is 
that Mabel Walker Wildebrandt, 
representing WJKS, will file counter 
petition by June 7. 


HOW SOUTH ENTICES 
SMALL ADVERTISERS 


Birmingham, May 29, 

A couple of ham stations have 
found a way to sell time to mer- 
chants desiring cheap advertising. 
WAPI went into the small towns 
in Alabama with its commercial 
men and came back with contracts. 
WBRC also has started using its 
initiative a bit and has plunged 
into a bridge game. 

The WAPI plan now in use is an 
imaginary airplane trip over the 
specified town describing every- 
thing from the railroad depot to 
the horse trough on main street. 
Merchants asking where they come 
are immeditely told to write checks 
Payable to the station for the priv- 
ilege of having their store pointed 
out as the ‘airplane passes over the 
town.’ 

Stunt has now been used for sev- 
eral weeks by WAPI and is bring- 
ing in the checks. The commercial 
men dig up all the facts and cus- 
tomers. Then the announcers get 
before the mike and start the 
sound effects of the plane soaring 
Over Pumkin Center. 

WBRC is trying to see just how 
Much patience the Culbertsons 
have, Every night a bridge game 
is played over the station and the 
Public is led to believe instructione 
in bridge is the purpose. 

Announcer deals the cards East, 
West, North and South. East rep- 
resents a bottling company, South 
& bakery, West a dairy, North a 
department store. 

Both programs are good sellers 
down here for merchants and 
manufacturers who haven't a lot 
of money to spend. 





Vermont’s Idea 
Waterbury, Vt., May 29. 
An extensive drive for community 


Programs has been started by WDEV 


here. Policy is to put 200 of the 


state’s cities and towns on the air | 


@n hour at a time. Plan calls for 
the Purchase of 10 minutes of adver- 
tising time by local merchants, the 
remainder of the period to be given 
Over to local talent entertainers fur- 
Mishe¢ by the community. 

Station is also sending out k 
to Chambers of Commerce in the 
largest cities of all states. Letters 
Mention that citizens from that vi- 
Cinity may be touring Vermor 
Summer and that Vern onters would 

interested in hearing about the 
State and city visitors. . Station cof- 
fers tourist wishing 
briet tary about his native state 
its fa 


tters 


+ ¢hie 


any t I 


iuuies free of charge. 


a 


] 
McCann-Erickson agency has 
taken a 90-day option on the Marx 


no 





Allen’s Ailment | 





Fred Allen leaves for Old 
Orchard, Me., this week to va- 
cation after a winter on the 
ether. 

‘Allen says the toughest part 
of radio work is looking for 
jobs, as a result of which he's 
suffering from “Whiz Bang 
eyes.’ 


NBC Prepares Its | 
Own Survey as CBS 
Refuses Data Lean 


If NBC, in preparing any sales 
promotion matter, wants to use in- 
fo collected by Columbia it will in 
future have to give that chain the 
usual source credit or else. And 
NBC has elected the ‘or else’ and 
is preparing to spend several thou- 
sand dollars to make its own sur- 
vey. 

Question of whether the data 
could be used without giving CBS 
printed credit came up last week 
while NBC was working on.a re- 
search brochure concerning audi- 
ence percentages by states. It oc- 
curred to NBC statisticians that it 
wouldn’t be amiss to incorporate 
the increase in home radio sets the 
past five years, which summation 
had been turned out by CBS in co- 
operation with the Mc-Graw-Hill 
Publishing Co. several weeks ago. 

NBC matheticians got in touch 
with the McGraw-Hill outfit to in- 
quire whether it would be okay to 
borrow some data from the radio 
set survey and were told that since 
CBS footed most of the bill for the 
job permission would have to come 
from that chain. Following a hud- 
dle the NBC approzch to CBS was 
made and approval was readily 
given, with the proviso that the 
matter reprinted be quoted as com- 
ing from Columbia. 

NBC spokesmen demurred and 
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McC.-E. Options Marxes 
Without Having Customer 


26-week 
New Jersey May 22. McCann-Erick- 
son handled this account. 


MORE COMMISH | 





expostulated that both webs were 
jointly interestec in creating sales 
arguments for broadcast advertising 
and Columbia should be willing to 
overlook a matter of quotation 
credit. But CBS refused to budge. 


Don Wilkie Bankrupt 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Don Wilkie, former U. 8S. Secret 
Service operative, broadcasting the 
narrative, ‘Stories of the Secret 
Service’ over KFI, took the bank- 
ruptey plunge, listing $17,362 in lia- 
bilities against assets of $1,356. 
Largest creditor was Edna B, Ken- 
neson, owed $10,135, with the debt 
secured by a half interest in Wil- 
kie’s novel, ‘Brewing Ruin’ and two 
patent applications, 

Other creds include C. B. DeMille, 
$150 and Marian Cooper, $25. As- 
sets consist of interests in stories 
Wilkie has written alone and in col- 
laboration with Joseph Dixon and 
Mark Lee Luther, and a $500 credit 
on the purchase of a new car. Wil- 
kie’s wife filed a similar petition. 








Radio Stage Revue for 
Chi in the Making 


May 
A radio revue, largely written and | 
promoted by Pat Barnes, ; may | 
reach production in a legitimate | 
'theatre here with NBC backing. Sid- 


‘ } 
Chicago, 29. | 





ney Strotz confirms the fact that 
lithe network is interested and ma} 
go through. 

As originally outlined n paper 
East and D ew I inent!} 
identified with the f r 
$1 or $1.50 top is 


RUST DROPS OUT 


auiring 
4441015 


mum of two-thirds of their author- 


air services. Fact that it has 
committed to underwrite 


} 
client 





the brothers’ salary makes this pro- 
| cedure 


unusual. 
Groucho and Chico wound up a 
run for Standard Oil of 





RIFTS FOR = 





Number of contract artists have | 


notified the CBS artists’ 
that management renewals for the 
coming season are out unless the 
mesh agrees to modify its 20% 
commission clause. It’s a follow up 
to CBS’ trouble on this count 


about six months ago. 

Mort Downey started difficulties at 
that time with a refusal to extend 
his contract unless this 20% com- 
mission was reduced. Downey won 
his point, as did several others. 
They contended that the expense 
entailed by the chain in booking 
them did not justify the charge. 

While CBS instituted the 20% on 
all income derived by its artists as 
a standard rate, NBC’s practice is 
to ask for 20%, and if the act re- 
volts agrees to take what the traf- 
fic will bear. Practically none of the 
main names booked through the 
NEC artists’ service now have 20% 
deducted from salary. 

In answering the demands for a 
cut in commission CBS’s remind- 
ing its people that the management 
contract includes publicity supplied 
by the network. Usual rejoinder to 
this point is that the act would 
rather pay 10% and look after its 
own trumpeting. ' 


Coffee Snubs Summer 
And May Hang ‘Holmes’ 


G. Washington coffee won't fol- 
low up the departure’ tomorrow 
night (31) of its Sherlock Holmes 
series on NBC with a light mu- 
sical show as last summer. The 
bean roaster’s present plans also 
leave little likelihood of the sleuth 
affair coming back to the air in the 
fall. This is due to running out of 
possible adaptations from _ the 
Conan Doyle works. 

Account started to hit that snag 
several months ago and it was de- 
cided at the time to let the adapta- 
tor, Edith Meiser, occasionally slip 
in an original continuity of her 
own, using the Holmes character 
and several] other Doyle characters. 
This arrangement had been okayed 
by the Doyle estate with the usual 
royalty requirements. 


bureau 











Dare Staging Air 
Units for Theatres 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Danny Dare goes on the payroll 
of the Thomas Lee Artists’ Bureau 
to stage radio units aimed at 
rostrums. 

Bringing a stager from legit and 
pictures follows an acknowledged 
admission at the bureau that radio 
and theatre showmanship are two 
different things. Dare’s first job 
was handling the northwest per- 


|} sonal appearance of the Blue Mon- 


day Jamboree. 





Relief for Smallies 


Washington, May 29. 


Federal Radio Commission has 


extended suspension of Rule 151 re- | 


stations to operate mini- | 


ized time daily. Rule is lifted till 

November 1 due to summer com- 

mer nditions among small 
sters 
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Radio Woos Chi Expo, But Fair Men 
Have Grouch Against the Networks 





Reverse Kick 





More and more daily col- 
umnar reports on the plight of 


music men. 








CBS m 





‘It’s the Old Story! 


Will, or Will Not, 
Football Go on Air? 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Another fight is on among the 
colleges in the Coast Conference to 





keep football off the air this fall. A 
similar attempt last year went 
blooey. Probability, however, is 


that the number of games to get 
ether treatment this year will be 
minimized as a compromise to 
northwest members of the confer- 
ence who claim that radio hurts at 
the gate. 

At a preliminary pow-pow on the 
football proposition only three of 
the 10 universities favored the grid 
broadcasts. These were Southern 
California, which pulls the biggest 
grosses on the Coast; UCLA, also in 
L. A., and University of California 
at Berkeley. Faculty representatives 
of these schools figure that radio 
gives the events a greater bally- 
hoo. 

How Schools Stand 

At this first session Standford 
was reported on the fence, while 
the two Washington seats, the two 
Oregon schools, as well as Montana 
and Idaho, were said to be in com- 
plete opposition. Another session 
on the radio issue is to be held next 
month. 

With opposition strengthened 
since the fight last year, it is ex- 
pected that the compromise will be 
for one game only to be ethered for 
each college during the season. 

Stations are reported lobbying to 
obtain a wide-oper. viewpcint on 
radio from the schools. Only open 
campaign being conducted is by 
KNX, which is on the air periodic- 
ally with editorials forwarding the 
radio men’s argument that as most 
of the colleges are state controlled, 
the taxpayers have a right to get 
game reports over the air, 


WLW’S New Customers 


Cincinnati, May 29. 
WLW has two new commercial 
accounts. One is from the Rieser 
Co., of New York, maker of hair 
oil. It calls for two 15-minute peri- 
ods weekly, commencins June 1. 
Account placed by the Lawrence C. 








Second account, which started | 
last week, the Junior Engineering | 


The blasts are for a quarter | 


and Friday | 


Jeeco. 
of an hour Tuesday 
evenings, with entertainment of a/ 
kiddie nature supplied by Jack and | 
Jill, songsters, and the Toy Band} 
composed of staff musicians which 
formerly worked with Ford Rush! 
(Old Man Sunshine) on the Wheat- | 
ena spcts, silent for the summer. 

} 

' 

| 





Rush is now playing theatre dates 
in Ohio and adjacent territory. 





Wons Stays CBS | 


Wons 


inagement when 


under 


he returns 


Tony will contin ue 


- , fa71 ae e 
air next iail ,@w contract i 


| taining time. 


| Saturday 


Chicago, May 29. 
Radio is going the full route for 
the Chi aco World's Fair. It is 
estimated that NBC is giving $25,- 
000 a week in time and wire facili- 


tin pan alley’s once-affluent ties to the Exposition. At the same 
but still famous songwriters is time and even more amazing. NBC 
expected to react against the is forking out of its own pocket 
radio interests. $500 a week to Burton Holmes to 

The laity’s initiation into broadcast a series of programs de- 
how and why the ether kills voted exclusively tc the Fair. Al- 
off a popular song’s commer- though NBC hoped to get a sponsor 
cial chances will further the for Holmes it failed tc do so and is 
composer's cause, figure the continuing to bankroll him. Obvi- 


ously the World's Fair, not NBC, is 
the direct beneficiary of this pub- 
licity. 

Columbia network is also co- 
operating but to nothing like the 
extent NBC is coming through. CBS, 
of course, could scarcely afford such 
luxuries as underwriting expensive 
lecturers to exploit outside activi- 
ties. Meanwhile, it has been pointed 
out that the publicizing of the 
World’s Fair has been primarily a 
function of radio. Outside of the 
Chicago dailies and the rural week- 
lies, it does not appear that the 
press of the country at large has 
been very eager t~ ballyhoo Chi- 
cago’s private party. 

Strangely enough in the situation 
of receiving so many favors from 
radio, and owing much of its im- 
petus to the extravagant free use 
ef the air waves, the Century of 
Progress Exposition appears to har- 
bor a permanent peeve against the 
radio industr: as a whole. At least 
this impression is widely held 
among radio execs. It is hinted 
that in return for their labors to 
help the World’s Fair, they are not 
getting a civil ‘thank you’ in return, 


Permanent Grouch — 


Inside on the grouch seems to 
date back to a misunderstanding be- 
tween a group of Exposition officials 
and the radio nabobs. Expo claims, 
but M. H. Aylesworth and William 
P,. Paley deny, that NBC and CBS 
jointly promised to erect a broad- 
casting studio at the Fair. Although 
no contracts were signed, it is un- 
derstood an Exposition exec ordered 
the steel for this building. He was 
that confident. When networks said 
they had no such intention, Expo 
high command from thence foward 
seemed to adopt the attitude that 
the webs had welched. Since then 
nothing the networks have done 
seems able to please the World's 
Fair. 

While the Exposition privately 
suggests that the networks and 
radio generally is confused, vacil- 
lating, and undependable, the net- 
works hint that the same is true of 


the super-carnival in Burnham 
Park. Whether the networks will 
continue indefinitely to maintain 


their hospitable attitude toward the 
Fair while the prevailing undercur- 
rent of bad feeling admittedly ob- 
tains, is a conjecture of interesting 
possibilities. 





Chicago during the run of the 
Century of Progress Exposition gets 
first call on NBC's available sus- 
Chain’s program de- 
| partment on the New York end is 





, vy. E ai nt | : 
20 yond pays ee ee junder fmstructions to clear the 
. st eamteiaai 
entEre & ~~ CCIE. SP schedules whenever the request for 
the stations staiff. a spot comes through from that city. 


In line with this policy the New 
York staff has already eliminated 


Equipment Co., of Cincy, maker of | several sustaining standbys, among 


them the K-7 serial, which held a 
night niche for months. 
Only exceptions to the rule will be 
the symphon) broadcasts such as 
the New York Philharmonic con- 


| certs from the City College stadium, 


for which season's rights NBC is 


paying $5,000. 





counts using band at- 
tractions from the New York end 
would like to them from 
their exhibits at the exposition, but 


Network ac 


broadcas 


aa 
renege at the idea of paying the 
Chicago musicians’ local for an 
equal number of standby men. 
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That Extra Copper on Gas Also 
Explodes for Added Cal. Air Cash 





Los Angeles, May 29. 
Radio business out here is regu- 


lated by the price of gasoline. 


When gas is up its jake all’round, 


but, when its down, it’s hard sled- 
ding for the broadcasters and the 
talent. 

While gasoline accounts figure in 
radio programs in all parts of the 
country it is in California that the 
gas competish war is really fought 
on the air. This is because of the 
statistics which show one auto- 
mobile to a family and more miles 
per car in this state than in any 
other section of the country. Also, 
it’s another thing for which the 
famed sunshine is blamed. 

Gas prices flit up and down the 
scale here like the temperature. 
But there’s no spending money for 
radio when the buggy driver is 
getting a break at the corner sta- 
tion. 

Gas Boost, Air Boost 

Currently, local broadcasters are 
smiling again after a dry spell. 
Gas has gone up 2c a gallon in the 
last two months and it’s due for 

















WOR Daily, 7 to 8 A. M. 
with John Gambling Gym 


Classes 
Also WABC, Sunday evenings, 


with Vincent Sorey’s Gauchos 

Here is your ideal guest artist. 

The Greatest Accordion Soloist 
in the world. 


Available for New York engage- 
ments only. See and hear him in per- 
son at the 


PARAMOUNT, New York 
This Week 


and be convinced, 

Address 44 West 95th Street, 
New York 
Tel.—Riverside 9-2741 
Radio Direction PETE MACK 
515 Madison Ave., New York 
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another boost within the next week 
or two. Gas companies have prom- 
ised to go radio again when the 
new raise goes in. 

The next cent is looked upon to 
throw an additional $20,000 a week 
into radio, under present condi- 
tions, is a big mouthful. Five of 
the national companies are on the 
verge of splurging as soon as the 
new copper goes on and as before 
all the smallies will follow in the 
wake. 

The five majors—Standard Oil, 
Shell, General Petroleum, Asso- 
ciated and Union—have all been 
auditioning here and in San Fran- 
cisco the past month in preparation 
for that added penny. The five 
have seen no less than 30 audi- 
tioned shows, all of the vaude type, 
which would range in salary be- 
tween $500 and $5,000 a week. 

It’s Thermo of Biz 

Gasoline has been the real test of 
radio conditions in this state since 
real estate plugging became a 
dodo. Automobile business used to 
be another criterion but this, too, 
went sour with the market. While 
the percentage of car ownership is 
still the same it’s more fashionable 
than ever to let last year’s, or the 
"31 car do the road covering for 
the family. 


Chesterfield’s Grief 


Script trouble between Lou Holtz 
and Dave Friedman has been jam- 
ming up rehearsals and preparation 
for the new Chesterfield series, 


booked to start over CBS June 2. 
Holtz has been dissatisfied with 
material supplied by Friedman, en- 
gaged by the advertiser. 

Final audition was staged yester- 
day (Monday) to determine what 
form the program will take. Onthe 
program with Holtz are Grace 
Moore and Lennie Hayton’s orches- 
tra. Musical part is set. 











Coast-to-Coast for 
Lombardo-Burns-Allen 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Robert Burns’ program will come 
through to the Coast starting 
Wednesday (31). Heretofore kept 
off the Pacific the CBS feature will 
be extended to the whole Don Lee 
chain. 

By agreement with the cigar ac- 
count several of the Guy Lom- 
bardo’s sustainers coming here will 
be dropped and replaced with sus- 
tainers emanating at KHJ, the 
CBS local outlet. 


Fleischman Filmites 


Fleischmann is going in for pic- 
ture names on its Thursday night 
NBC hour for the next two weeks. 
Current week's (1) program will 
headline Katherine Hepburn and 
Acolphe Menjou. 

On the following program (8) the 
topper will be Polly Moran. The 
Fleischmann idea is to stick to film 
talent available in New York with- 
out going to the Coast. 








C & S’ Pursuit 


Chase & Sanborn has renewed 
Bert Lahr for three extra weeks, 
but meanwhile is auditioning other 
comics for balance of the summer 
run, or until Eddie Cantor's return. 

Lahr’s original four week C&C 
term expires this week, the new 
three-week period starting Sunday 
(June 3). 





GREENBERG’S SHORTS 


Abe Greenberg, who does two 
radio columns a week for the N. Y. 
‘Daily News,’ may do some shorts 
for Warner Bros, 

Greenberg assists Ben Gross, the 
regular radio editor, on Monday and 
Tuesday, relieving Gross on those 
days. Otherwise he’s a rewrite man 





on the city desk. 








Personal Direction 
of Ed Fox 


EARL 





AND HIS N.B.C. ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING GRAND TERRACE CAFE, CHICAGO 


HINES 





Becoming Fed Up 





Music publishers are getting 
tired of NBC’s finicky attitude 
on song lyrics and state they 
will arbitrarily restrict num- 
bers which the web doesn’t like 
just because a line is too so- 
phisticated. 

The music men aver that 
rather than be continuously 
annoyed they'll keep’ these 
songs off the air, their privi- 
lege through contracts via the 
ASCAP and the broadcasters. 
Such a move is apt to affect 
the radio people people worse 
than tin pan alley, for the situ- 
ation often concerns hit songs, 
or those in demand. 











Webs’ Tough Time 
On What to Do on 
‘Gold Digger’ Songs 


NBC's program department took 
John Royal’s taboo order on the 
song, ‘My Forgotten Man,’ literally, 
and for several days last week even 
banned instrumental rendition of 
the number from the chain’s broad- 


casts. Though this network has put 
the n.g. sign on numerous lyrics in 
recent months, it was the first time 
that the ban had ever been extended 
to cover the melody of a verboten 
set of verses. Misunderstanding was 
eventually straightened out and the 
program department is now per- 
mitting release of the tune but 
minus the lyric. 

Number is from the Warner pic- 
ture ‘Gold Diggers of 1933,’ and has 
a lyric that could be interpreted as 
propaganda in favor of a veterans’ 
bonus, according to Royal. Besides 
judging the subject controversial, 
NBC’s program chief also opined 
that the lyric came under the head- 
ing of depression sentiments and 
that in his opinion, listeners are fed 
up with songs, gags, etc., on depresh 
subject. 

Columbia last week joined with 
NBC in putting the censorship 
finger on another number from ‘Gold 
Diggers.’ Both networks objected 
to lyrics in ‘Pettin’ in the Park.’ 
But in both instances, the way was 
left open for acceptance of the 
lyrics, depending how the writers 
modify for the air. 


NBC in Search of 2 


Consec Hours for Kraft 











NBC yesterday (Monday) was still 
trying to clear its schedule board 
for the two-hour braodcast that 
Kraft cheese would like to put on 
some Wednesday or Friday night 


within the next three weeks. <Ac- 
count has Paul Whiteman set and 
will start lining up stage and screen 
names as soon as the date is de- 
termined. 

In its effort to block off time for 
Kraft the air trellis has encount- 
ered obstacles from two sources. 
Other commercials are refusing to 
yield regular spots while affiliated 
stations object to cancelling local 
accounts for the event. 

If it can be arranged it will be 
the first time a single commercial 
has tied up two consecutive hours 
for a network broadcast. 





Osterman Hurry Up Hour 

Jack Osterman was called in on 
five hours’ notice to prepare a script, 
rehearse and go on the air for 


King’s beer, WOR, Newark, last 
(Mon.) night. 

It was 4 in the afternoon when 
Osterman got the assignment, 7 
o’clock when he rehearsed with a 
newly-collected cast, and two hours 
later when the stanza went on the 
WOR kilocycle. 

Revised setup had Art Coogan’'s 
band replacing the Merle Johnson 
unit, and Frances Hunt and Dick 
Dixon in the warbling spots. 


SHERWOODS TAKE ETHER 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
Bob and Gale Sherwood and the 
Singing Sherwoods, formerly a vaude 
act, go KFAC on contract. They 
are spotted on a bill of their own 
plus appearances in the station's 
two revues. 
Act, comprising seven vocalists 
and instrumentalists, is now at the 














Montmarte cafe, Hollywood. 


Ohio Broadcasting Co. 
Takes Control of WKBM 


Youngstown, O., May 29. 

Control of station WKBM passed 
to the Ohio Broadcasting Co., of 
Cleveland, last week when the com- 
pany deposited a check for $16,000 
to take up 120 shares of stock from 
Warren P. Williamson, Sr., and his 
son, Warren P. Williamson, Jr. 

Deal was transacted through the 
clerk of courts as the result of a 
decree by Judge Maiden, who or- 
dered specific performance by the 
Williamsons on a contract to sell 
the stock at $133.33 a share. 


$1,500 For Howe’s Talks 
On White House Affairs 


Weekly series that Col. Louis Mc- 
Henry Howe, secretary to President 
Roosevelt, and Walter Trumbull, 
newspaper correspondent, start on 
NBC for the RCA Victor group Sun- 
day (4), will have them splitting 
$1,500 between them per broadcast. 
Contract is for 13 weeks, with the 
link (red) taking in 42 stations from 
coast to coast. 

With Trumbull doing the quizzing, 

the President's sec will chat on ad- 
ministrative matters. Commercial 
plans working in the mail angle by 
asking the listeners to write ques- 
tions of governmental problems, 
moves and situations they would 
like Howe to expatiate on. 
Col. Howe is nationally recognized 
as the President’s spokesman, and 
as such, this series makes him the 
‘mouthpiece of the White House.’ 











JEAN SARGENT SETTLES 


Dispute With H. H. Dagand, Former 
Manager, Untangled 








Jean Sargent has settled out of 
court the litigation started by her 
former manager, Henry H. Dagand, 
to collect on a contract he alleges 
is still in force. In straightening 
out the tangle the warbler paid Da- 
gand a lump sum and agreed to give 
him a percentage on all her earn- 
ings for the ensuing year. 

Dagand brought suit after Miss 
Sargent turned her affairs over to 
the Morrison & Winkler agency. It 
was Dagand’s contention that the 
singer’s failure to give him notice 
of contract termination by a certain 
date had automatically renewed the 
agreement for another year. Attor- 
ney Reuben Caidin handled Da- 
gand’s end of the dispute. 





Flamm’s Invitations 


Inaugural broadcast of New 
York’s first independent full-time 
radio station, WMCA-WPCH, is be- 
ing made an invitation affair by 
Donald Flamm, head of the indie 
Knickerbocker chain. The stunt goes 
on June 7, 

This culminates a long and costly 
battle by WMCA not to split its 
time with WNYC, the municipal- 
controlled station of New York City. 





WIW SUIT 
Akron, May 29. 

Suit for $27,375 was filed here 
last week against the WJW Broad- 
casting Co. by James F. Jones of 
this city. 

Jones charges that John F. Wei- 
mer, station manager, broke a five- 
year contract which called for him 
to have 30 minutes’ time a day. 
Jones formerly sponsored the ‘News- 
paper of the Air.’ 





Minute Rub on WGN 
Chicago, May 29. 

Minute Rub~ sports review 
switches to WGN after having 
long been a WBBM program. Pat 
Flannagan had the program on 
latter station. 

Steve Harrington is being im- 
ported from St. Louis to handle the 
commercial over WGN. 





Fed. of Music Clubs 
Fret Over America’s 
Taste in Radio Music 


Minneapolis, May 29 
Why the music taste of the United 
States is lower than that of Canada 


as indicated by Varrety’s radio 
poll, was a problem that the Na. 
tional Federation of Music Clubs 
attempted to solve at its convention 
here. 

Mrs. Elmer James Ottway, na- 
tional federation president, quoted 
VaristTy’s poll to show that Can. 
ada’s most popular radio programs 
are the New York Philharmonic. 
Philadelphia Symphony and the 
Metropolitan Opera Company, but 
that in the United States Ea Wynn, 
Eddie Cantor and dance orchestra 
lead in popularity. 

That the radio is influencing 
American musical taste in the 
wrong direction was Mrs. Ottway's 
implication. She asked members to 
‘bestir themselves.’ 








Auto Co. May Fatten 
Program for Summer 


Essex-Hudson retains the B. A, 
Rolfe combo Sat. nites on NBC 
(WEAF) through the summer. 

Possibility of adding guest name 
stars to the series during the warm 
spell. 





CBS’ New Account 


C. M. Mueller Co., focd packer, 
starts a thrice weekly a. m. series 
over CBS June 12. Bill and Ginger, 
harmony-patter team, sustaining for 
the same web, will entertain. 

Contract is for 13 weeks and eight 
stations in the east. 








and 


ILOMAY BAILEY 


Chase & Sanborn Heur 


WEAF-NBC Network, 8-9 P.M., EDT 
Direction MORTON A. MILMAN 














OLD GOLD HOUR 


WEDNESDAY, 10 P.M. 
Columbia Broadcasti 
WABC System ard 


JAN and BETTE 


Piano Duo with Xylophone Specialties 
Formerly on Lucky Strike, Regal 
Shoe, Capitol Theatre and other radio 
dates. Will consider summer spot 
with band or can supply own men. 


WINS, FRIDAYS, 4:15 P. M. 























PHIL BAKER 
Sponsored by 
ARMOUR & CO. 

Fri., 8:30-9 P. M., CDST 
WMAQ (N.B.C., Chicago) Network 











JOE PARSONS 
Radio’s Low Voice 
AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 
The Big Basso 
Mon-Wed-Fri, 9:15 P.M., CDST, WMAQ 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 
Every Mon., 8 P.M., WLS 
CHICAGO 











MARTHA « HAL | 


The Little Southern Girl 
and 
Her Good Natured Boy Friend 
Mon-Wed-Fri, 8 A.M., WJZ 
A BEN ROCKE PRODUCTION 























LOU 





HOLTZ 


WABC 


EVERY FRIDAY 10 P. M. 


Chesterfield Program — 
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HEARST COAST 
GRAB ON NBC? 


Hollywood, May 29. 

It is understood that Jack Warner 
and William Randolph Hearst are 
talking a deal whereby Warners 
would build a new 50,000 watt sta- 
tion at a cost of around $300,000 for 
KFWB, here. 
Behind this is said to be a move 
for Hearst and Warners to get the 
local outlet for NBC, with the pub- 
lisher reported to have had several 
conferences with M. H. Aylesworth 
on this angle. 
Report further is that this is a 
part of a plan Hearst has for taking 
over several radio units on the 
coast for a network of his own, tied- 
in with NBC affiliation. 
NBC contract with Earle C. An- 





lets, KFI and KECA here, is sched- 
uled for revision within the next 
two weeks. 





Nor’west Yeast Off 
Chicago, May 29. 
Northwestern Chronicle script 
program, sponsored by Northwest- 
ern Yeast, leaves NBC June 11 for 
summer. 








Wad, NBC Network—Also Sat. 
Jack Frost Sugar Hour 
Management NBC 
Personal Direction 
James F. Gillespie 














GUS 
VAN 


NOW APPEARING 
AT THE 


PARAMOUNT 


NEW YORK 
This Week (May 26) 























KIRBERY 


“THE DREAM SINGER” 


J. B. WILLIAMS 
PROGRAM 
- wen NITE 


30 WEAF 
WEAF “Pages of 
Midnite ae 
Daily Except 
Sunday Suemue'| 230 P.M. 
MGT.—NBC ARTISTS BUREAU 

















Last Week (May 19) 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


JAMES 


MELTON 
WEAF 


Tues., 6:45, Thurs. 11, 
Fri. 10, Sun. 7 

















RAMONA 


SINGS 
and 
PLAYS 
PIANO 
“AND HOW!” 


With PAULI 


WHITEMAN 


~ 


7 f 
EN TOUR 


NBC NETWORK 
VICTOR RECORDS 





Ad Agencies’ 


Radio Execs (Associated With 
the Show or Performance 
End of Radio) 

N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc. 
500 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 

Douglas Coulter. 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne, Inc. 

383 Madison Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Roy Durstine. 

Arthur Pryor, Jr. 

Emilie L. Haley. 

Benton & Bowles, Inc. 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
E. M. Ruffner. 

Biow Co., Inc. 

521 Fifth Ave., N. Y. GC. 

Milton Biow. 
Blackett-Sample-Hurnmert, Inc. 

230 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
Frank Hummert. 

George Tormey. 

Blackman Co. 

122 E. 42d St., N. Y. C. 

Douglass Storer. 
Campbell-Ewald Co. 

292 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Cc. Halstead Cottington, 
(General Motors Bldg., 

troit). 

George T. Ewald. 
Cecil, Warick & Cecil, Inc. 
230 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 

J. H. McKee. 

Erwin, Wasey & Co., Inc. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
Charles Gannon. 

William Esty & Co., Inc. 

6 EB. 45th St., N. Y. C. 
William Esty. 

Federal Adv. Agency 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Mann Holiner. 

Albert Frank-Guenther Law, 
Inc. 

70 Pine St., N. Y. C. 
Frank A. Arnold 

Hanff-Metzger, Inc. 
Paramount Bidg., N. Y. C. 
Louis A. Witten. 

Lambert & Feasley, Inc. 
400 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Martin Horrell. 

Lennen & Mitchell, Inc. 

17 E. 45th St.. N. ¥. C. 
Arthur Bergh. 

Ray Virden. 
Robert W. Orr. 
Lord & Thomas 

247 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
Montague Hackett. 

McCann-Erickson, Inc. 
285 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Dorothy Barstow. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. 

Chrysler Bldg., N. Y. C. 
Jack Davidson, 

J. Walter Thompson Co. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C, 
John U. Reber. 

Robert Colwell. 
Gordon Thompson. 
Cal Kuhl. 
A. K. Spencer. 
Herschel Williams. 
Nathan Tufts. 
Edwin Barrett. 

Young & Rubicam 
285 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Hubbell Robinson, 





De- 





Air Line News 
By Nellie Revell 


Ted Husing, Fred Waring and Freddie Rich are not only on the air 
but in it. They are taking flying lessons from ‘Professor’ Swanee Tay- 
lor, ex-radio announcer and aviator who is priming them for solos. He 
reports all three doing splendidly. 

The only trouble is, according to Swanee, Ted’s voice is always heard 
above the motors. 





Ground Hog 
Edwin C. Hill won’t travel in planes. Even when he reported the 
Morgan inquiry in Washington, he traveled back and forth by train for 
his CBS broadcasts in New York. 





And Jolson’s In Town 
Al Jolson hadn‘*t been in town 48 hours before 10 different people had 
offered him to the agencies. Al would be willing to return to the air if 
some sponsor would let him dramatize his life story. You know—match 
his private life against anybody’s. 





Olsen’s New Act 

Gordon & Revel have written an act for George Olsen in which the 
maestro and his men satirize the average night club, its habitues and 
entertainers. It’s not a new idea. Page Ray Knight and his Clicquot 
Club, 





Sheepskin Violinist 

Leonard Keller, Bal Musette orchestra maestro, is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin. He was a child prodigy of the violin and at the 
age of seven he appeared in concert recitals with his family. 





Warnow’s Revival 
Mark Warnow revives his Star Reveries over CBS June 14 with the 
new title ‘Curtain Calls’, Mary Eastman and Charles Carlile will sing 
the leading roles, Warnow supplying continuity and musical direction. 





WOR’s Roof 
The Astor Roof will use a WOR wire when it opens June 1. 
Cutler, from the Miami Biltmore, Coral Gables, will wield the baton. 


Ben 





Christening a Boat 
Paul Sabin and Ben Alley, co-features on the new WEAF commer- 
cial, have chipped in to buy a cruisette. Friends suggest they name it 
‘The Sustaining ITI’, 





Before Radio 
Bert Lown was a typewriter salesman...Kate Smith studied nursing 
in Washington...Gordon Graham, of the Funnyboners, was dramatic 
critic for a Utica newspaper...Clem McCarthy, NBC’s track expert, 
edited a racing sheet...Vera Van tripped the light fantastic for Fanchon 
& Marco...Dick Mansfield was entertainment director at an adults’ 
camp...Art Van Harvey, of Vic and Sade, sold ads in farm papers... 
George Shackley, WOR music director, was a bank teller. Later he was 
an importer of briar wood for pipes...Tommy McLaughlin sang in 
churches...Happy Jack Turner (NBC) sold pianos...Floyd Neale was 
social secretary to a famous New England society matron...Herman 
Larson, baritone on NBC Commodore’s quartet, was a dairy farmer with 
100 cows, in Galesburg, Ill. (So that’s where he learned it?)...Jack 
Miller was a song plugger in Boston...Mrs. Claudine MacDonald, director 
of NBC’s Woman’s Radio Review, taught history in an Oklahoma high 
school...Joe Bier (WOR) sold gloves...Dan Landt, of Landt Trio and 
White, was a house painter and White was a baker...Al Cameron, Al 
and Pete duo, worked in the P. R. R. yards at Anderson, Ind....Muriel 
Wilson was a deputy collector of internal reven ie...Cosmo Hamilton 
was editor of a London society journal...Wallace Butterworth clerked 
in a department store...Ted Collins was an executive with the Columbia 
Phonograph Co....Wayne King was an accountant...Darl Bethmann 
worked in the Pittsburgh steel mills...Nino Martini sang in opera in his 
native Italy...Cab Calloway was a Baltimore newsboy...Pete Dixon was 
a newspaperman,..Neel Enslen taught music in Chicago...Joe Bolton, 
WOR announcer, tried to sell dirt—he was a real estate agent...Roy 
Bargy worked in a Toledo scale factory...Thomas Muir of NBC Com- 
modore’s Quartet was a Detroit banker...Don Carney was superintendent 
of a shipyard in New Jersey...Babe Ryan of Waring’s band, was a tap 
dancer in a Kansas City night club...Hortense Rose, of the Don Hall 
Trio, demonstrated songs at a sheet music counter in Cleveland...Edwin 
Whitney was a painter and paperhanger...Frank Black, NBC’s music 
master, was a chemist...Henry McNeely was a drama critic...Bill Kep- 
hart (NBC announcer) was engineer in the Chicago NBC studios until 
an announcer failed to appear for a broadcast...Fanny May Baldridge 
was the ‘Dixie Girl’ of the Chautauqua circuits...Basil Ruysdael, WOR 
announcer, graduated from Cornell to become an engineer, but became a 
basso profundo in the Metropolitan Opera...Les Reis was in his father’s 
underwear business...Dave Rubinoff sold papers in his native Russia... 
Artie Dunn sang for slides in film houses...Roger Bower, WOR an- 
nouncer, was a lumberjack...George Hall played in Victor Herbert’s 
orchestra with his father...Charles Hughes, NBC’s First Nighter, acted 








It’s All Right Again 
Between Singer, M.C. 


Blow-up between Frances Lang- 
ford and Announcer Ford Bond at 
her broadcast Saturday (27) has 
been smoothed out and she stays on 
with the network. 

Warbler, playing the Palace, N. Y., 
on an NBC booking, got to the stu- 
dio five minutes late. Bond, dou- 
bling as production mgr. in charge, 
expressed resentment at the tardi- 
ness, and in the resultant tiff the 
singer remarked that it would be 
okay with her if the network took 
her off altogether. 


_— 


A Record? 


Chicago, May 29. 
Joe Parsons, now Edelweiss Joe, 





in pictures in Hollywood, 





Short Shots 
Howard Lanin gave another one of those ‘brand new idea’ auditions to 
the advertising agencies last week...Barbara Blair's (‘Snooney’) real 
name is Snyder and her brother is a motorcycle cop in Newark...Albert 
Bartlett’s tango program goes off CBS in four weeks...Nell Vinick per- 
mits no one but the engineer to watch her broadcasts on WOR...The 
McNulty Family, vaudevillians, are now heard on WRNY...Johnny John- 
stone, NBC press department, is driving to Chicago for his vacation (if 
he still has the car)...Joseph Regneas will resume his singing lessons 
over WOR in the fall. ..Geraldine Reiger, ‘Cherio’s’ contralto, has re- 
turned to the program, ‘having taken six weeks off to greet the Stork. 





Please Stand By 
Packer Fennelly went on the Blackstone program for one guest appear- 
ance and clicked so strong with his Uncle Abner character that he has 
been signed indefinitely...The Playboys, Felix Bernard, Walter Samuels 
and Leonard Whitcup, piano virtuoso, began their WABC bi-weekly 
broadcasts featuring six hands on two pianos...Ted Bergman is audition- 


COAST GETTIN 
EM AT ZERO 
FIGURE 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


Singing talent is as free as the 
ocean waves out here. No matter 
what experience the warbler brings 
to the station, he or she has to work 
gratis or not at all. Only exceptions 
are those song birds on commercial 
programs. 

So much free talent on the air 
here that there is not a known case 
currently of any serial thrush get- 
ting a cent for appearance on sus- 
taining bills unless they happen to 
be contractees who are at the sta- 
tions for other advertiser-paid pro- 
grams. 

Rush of free talent to the stations 
is so big that the broadcasters can 
pick and choose and they have to be 
good—comparatively—even to get @ 
chance at a mike. 

Among the warblers there is no 
longer a loss of prestige for crooning 
free. Singers have pacified any pre- 
vious injury of their dignity by sat- 
isfying themselves that they are at 
least ‘keeping themselves. before 
their public’ until the time comes 
when they may connect in real coin, 











CURRENT WEEK' 
DONALD NOVIS 


Guest Artist 
This Week, May 26 


Original Roxy, New Yorke 


ng at the 


RIVIERA 
Show Place of the World 
FORT LEE, N. J. 


IN ASSOCIATION W WITH 
N.B.C. Artists Service 
—@——. 


RUBINOF F 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Opening June 1st 
Earle Theatre, Phila., Pa. 
a 


FRANCES LANGFORD 


Featured at the 


RKO Palace, New York 
This Week, May 27 
fama eee 


REGGIE CHILDS 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Hotel Roosevelt, New York 
Hendrik Hudson Room 
Opening May 31st 
cotenitllibliapaniy 


VERA VAN 


And by arrangement of the | 
Artists Service 
—— 








N.B.C, 


JOHNNY MARVIN 


Is also appearing at the 
Cocoanut Grove, Park Cen- 
tral Hotel, New York 
—— 


BABY 
ROSE MARIE 


Featured in 
“International House” 








(Paramount’s Latest Picture) 
Now at the 
Paramount, New York 
—— 


ART COOGAN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Appearing nightly 
at the 
RIVIERA A 


— 
We are pleased to announce that the 








ing a script for Benton and Bowles which he wrote...The WOR Limited 
is off for the summer. ‘Men of WOR’ will replace it, starting June 2.. 
Loew has given Phil Spitalny a pe for seven weeks, following his 
opening at the Capitol, June 9...Veronica Wiggins and her husband, 


of WMAQ, may have hung up a 
speed record. 

He completed his script on a Fri- 
day, auditioned it Saturday, signed 
with Edelweiss Monday and made 
his first broadcast that night. 

In view of the famous etalling 
customary in radio negotiations this 





is regarded as startling. 


Bernie Ocko, violinist, have gone to Bermuda on a belated honeymoon.. 

Arthur Tracy returns to the air June 5...Leon Belasco’s commercial, 
which leaves the air waves the middle of June, will be back first week in 
September (maybe)...The colored gent who’s been chosen to play hus- 
banc to Mandy Lou on Old Gold is Clarence Williams—in private life the 
hubby of Eva Taylor and a song publisher by profession...Bert Lown 


THREE = |. 
RITZ BROTHERS 


are also under our exclusive diree- 
tion, 


EDWIN W. SCHEUING 
KENNETH DOLAN, assoc. 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 





(Park Central orchestra leader on WOR) has also gone back to the soil; 
he’s sodding his lawn personally and is all aches and pains...Arthur 





Phones: Circle 7-3835—3836 








Snyder, CBS production man and announicer, is vacationing in Milwaukee. 


New York ] 
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East 


Hazel Walton, songstress, with 
Danny Davar as pianist, and Sarica 
Justiz, Cuban composer and pian- 
iste, new additions to WLW, Cincy, 
where Thelma Kessler, contralto, 
and Al Miller, trumpeter, have re- 
turned. 


Seventh anniversary 





of the Peter 


(Raising Junior’) Dixons (Aline 
Berry). 

Ethel Olsen rejoined George 
Olsen for their New England dance 
tour. 

Billy B. Van, a Pine Tree Soap 
Co. magnate since retiring from 
vaude, on a new WEEI children’s 


program every Tuesday, 

WMCA-WPCH, N. Y., celebrates 
its status as a full time station 
with a broadcast from the Man- 
hattan theatre night of June 7. 

Stoopnagle and Budd make their 
debut at the Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, June 30. 

NBC program board gave Ber- 
nard Granville a listen. 

Woodbury Soap has renewed for 
Al and Lee Reiser on WOR, New- 
ark. 

Louis A. Witten continues with 
the Texaco show and Hanff-Metz- 
ger. 

Peter Dixon says he’s no longer 
connected with Ed Wynn's Amal- 
gamated idea, 

Art Coogan replaces the Merle 
Johnson unit on the King’s beer 
show on WOR, Newark. Frances 
Hunt has the Irene Taylor spot. 
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“Lady o’ the Radio” 


"JANE 
FROMAN 


IN SONGS ,, 


Direction, Morrison & Winkler, 
Park Central Hotel, 


New York City 
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Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 8:45 to 9 P.M. E.S.T. 
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Phil Baker and Johnny Muldow- 
ney have split up. 


It will be cne-nighters for Paul 


Whiteman between the Kraft cheese 
broadcasts this summer. 


Best Foods auditioned a one-hour 
idea with a Nat Shilkret combo, 
Otis Skinner, Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
and Dorothy Swarthout. 

Baby Rose Marle will have an- 
other 13 weeks of it on WJZ, N. Y., 
for Julius Grossman shoes, 


Mid-West 


Alexander McQueen has trans- 
planted his ‘Nothing But the Truth’ 
program on WJJD after parting 











company with NBC, Chicago, 


Mary Steele has been made a 
colonel by her native state, Ken- 
tucky. This puts her on a par in 
NBC with Paul Whiteman and 


East and Dumke and 1,000 others. 
The Commedores, NBC Chicago, 
have a new commercial starting 
June 5. It’s Crazy Crystal Water. 
H. C. Burke, station manager for 
WISN, Milwaukee, and Art Krueger, 
musical director, back from Holly- 
wood. Art is still single. 

WTMJ is again asking its listen- 
ers to pick the 10 best programs. 
Polls close June 2. 

WTMJ’s Saturday night Jam- 
boree now being broadcast from the 
stage of the Wisconsin theatre in 
conjunction with the regular film 
show. 

KSO, Des Moines, 100-watt sta- 
tion, will originate the address of 
Secretary of Agriculture Wallace, 
June 5. Wallace to address Drake 
commencement proceedings, 


; West 


KFWB, Hollywood, claims 10,000 
kids have joined its Junior Hi-Jinks 
club, and the kid program has been 
on for only two sessions. 

Coast NBC has a new male quar- 
tet, the Knickerbockers, replacing 
Mynard Jones’ Olympians, sold to 
KHJ, Los Angeles, last week. 
Knickerbockers are Armand Girard, 
John Teel, Bob Stevens and Ted 
Roy. 

May York, wife of Ray Paige, 
KHJ orchestra leader, is singing 
with Don Kay’s orchestra at the 
Hotel Knickerbocker (L.A.), being 
remoted over KFWB. 

Press Wireless, Inc., granted spe- 
cial authority to discontinue its Los 
Angeles stations for six months 








starting June 1. 
Harold H. Hanseth, Eureka, 
Calif., issued license KIEM, 100- 


watter. 

Salem, Ore., gets a muny police 
station, titled KGZR and powered 
at 25 watts. 

Harold Isbell, who conducts a 
Los Angeles radio school, doubling 
as a female impersonator on KFAC. 
Helen Hoover, soprano, formerly 
with NBC, San Francisco, joins 
KMTR, Hollywood. 

Jose Barroso, new celloist in Sal- 
vatore Santaella’s orchestra. 
KFWB will remote Jay Whid- 
den’s orchestra from the Mirimar 
hotel, Santa Monica, starting June 
16. 

Clarence Muse’s 15-minute ses- 
sion at KMTR lived only two 
weeks. Commercial tightened up. 

Don Lee chain (CBS) is resuming 
‘Isle of Golden Dreams,’ from KOIN, 
Portland, Ore., after dropping the 
program eight months ago. 

Countess Rina de Liguoro, former 
Italian film star and concert pian- 
ist, goes onto staff at KHJ, Los 
Angeles. 

Donna Damerel, ‘Marge’ in CBS’s 
‘Myrt and Marge,’ is in Hollywood 
hoping to land air and theatre dates 
during the summer. 

Vinton Haworth, 
ber of the same unit, 
town. 


another mem- 
is also in 





KMTR’S G. M. 
Hollywood, May 29. 


W. Austin Campbell, who organ- 
ized the Western Auto Supply 
company here, and lately headed 
his own advertising agency, is the 
new general manager of KMTR. 

He succeeds L. W. Peters, in 
that berth for a year, going to 
radio from the real estate field, 





GIRL CRITIC’S ACCOUNT 

Pittsburgh, May 29. 
Florence Fisher Parry, critic and 
daily columnist for the Pittsburgh 
‘Press,’ has landed a local com- 
mercial over WJAS. She’s on Sun- 
day nights with film reviews, ac- 
companied by Jerry Mayhall, pian- 
ist, and Eugene Baldridge, tenor. 
Mayhall is former production man- 

ager at the Stanley theatre here. 
Mrs. Parry is not new to the air. 
She gave weekly sustaining talks 














on Broadway and Hollywood over 
KDKA last year 





Helping KSOO 





Los Angeles, May 29. 

Los Angeles Broadcasters As- 
sociation at its next meeting, 
will consider a move to contri- 
bute financial help to KSOO, of 
of Sioux Falls, S. D., in its legal 
fight with the Associated Press 
over the station's alleged steal- 
ing of news. 

In a recent decision the Fed- 
eral court in S. D., found for 
the A. P. that the station had 
been pirating news, but an ap- 
peal has been filed. L. A. broad- 
casters are expected to help de- 
fray some of the legal costs 
and also understood that broad- 
casters in other parts of the 
country have been asked to 
help. 

It is known that legal advice 
from attorneys representing 
certain independent stations in 
Los Angeles have already fig- 
ured in the KSOO contest with 
the news association. 











Says Nagel 





(Continued from. page 2) 


moral righ* to the job, and, Nagel 
maintains, he’s just as good an actor 
as he ever was. The actor who’s 
plugged along for years, who's 
played character and supporting 
parts, who’s contributed invaluably 
to the background without ever get- 
ting into the money, is the actor 
who rates the industry’s considera- 
tion today. 

Stars who’ve drawn several thou- 
sand a week for a few years have 
taken out of the business all that’s 
coming to them, Nagel believes, but 
the bit player who’s made only a 
modest living in the past, and whose 
prospects look bleak now, is the fel- 
low deserving the industry’s protec- 


tion. The industry should give him 
every possible chance to keep 
working. 


The old time actor has lost out for 
three reasons, Nagel points out. 
First, new casting directors are not 
familiar with the old time actors 
and their abilities. Second, the type 
system limits the actor, no matter 
how expert his versatility, to but 
one kind of role in the opinion of 
the casting director. He can play 
only what he started playing. He’s 
a type, and they grow tired of types. 
The 200 dropped every year from 
the active list lose out primarily- 
because. *hey’ve been typed, says 
Nagel. And, third, the actors have 
glutted their own market. Too 
many actors of the same type today 
—not conditions—are responsible 
for the drop in salaries and the in- 
frequency of work. 

Where, for instance, there used 
to be Claude Gillingwater to play a 
crochety old bachelor, there are 20 
crochety old bachelors today. Where 
there was only Alec Francis for the 
role of a kindly old gentleman, there 
are now 20 Alec Francises. The 
Gillingwater and Francs salaries 
have sunk to the level of the 20 
others, with still no guarantee of 
work for the forerunners. 


List of 200 


Recognizing the rights of the old 
timers to work, and seeking to al- 
leviate their straitened circum- 
stances resulting from their several 
years’ unemployment, Nagel says 
committees of producers, directors 
and casting directors have lately 
met in Hollywood for the purpose of 
culling a list of the deserving old- 
timers—all promising to refer first 
to this list when casting future pic- 


tures. The list jointly agreed upon 
numbers about 200 actors. Chosen 
first for admitted ability, second, 


A big 
Nagel 


for length of time in service. 
step in the right direction, 
believes. 

Nagel looks forward to the time 
when the picture industry, recogniz- 
ing its obligations to its employees 
as do other major industries, will 
establish old age pensions or pro- 
vide for old age insurance. He sees 
in the recent willingness of the stu- 
dios, during the salary cuts, to 
match dollar for dollar what the 
relief fund lost as a result of these 
same salary cuts, a promise of fu- 
ture studio co-operation in pic- 
ture welfare work. 

In fact, ‘he whole Hollywood out- 
look has been clarified as a result of 
the recent salary cuts. It’s an ill 
wind. The Academy, by its cour- 
ageous stand for the actors during 
the cut negotiations, won the ac- 
tors’ confidence and proved itself a 
fighting organization, he _ says. 
‘Those creative artists who, during 
the cuts crisis were in favor of or- 
ganizing themselves into unions, 
Nagel declares upon seeing the tech- 





Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 





The 
male 
ment, 
Again,’ a 


Merry Macs, soprano and 
trio with piano accompani- 
commemorate ‘We're Together 
sort of theme song by 
and for Nacio Herb Brown and 
Arthur Freed, which marks the re- 
union of those former hit songwrit- 
ing partners, and ‘Love Songs of 
the Nile’ on Victor 24313. Brown and 
Freed became reunited expressly 
because of the latter song, out of 
Novarro’s ‘Barbarian’ film, as a 
team on the Metro lot where they 
formerly clicked with such suc- 
cesses as ‘Pagan Love’ Song,’ 
‘Isroadway Melody, ‘Painted Dolls,’ 
etc. Merry Macs (whoever they are, 
for they’re new, although probably 
a nom-de-disk) do okay by their 
assignmenrs. 


tsham Jones cuts didoes with Joe 
Bishop's very interesting ‘Blue Pre- 
lude,’ a novelty instrumental, on 
Victor 24298, backed by ‘Born to Be 


Lonesome’ (Gus Kahn-Lew Pol- 
lack). The currently popular ‘Sun- 
day Down in Caroline’ and ‘I Do, 


on No. 24295 is also in the Jones- 
ites’ best foxtrot manner. Eddie 
Stoue and Joe Martin share the 
vocalizations. 





Carlos Molina who gives out 
rumbas and tangos like few others, 
again shows how on Victor 24159 
with ‘Karabali,’ Ernesto Lecuona’s 
latest, and ‘Negra Consentida’ (Par- 
dave) wherein Mario Alvarez, Nick 
Aguilar and Ramon Ramos handle 
the vocal interludes. The Cuban 
music addicts will go for this one. 





Paul Whiteman is tip-top with a 
pair out of the Chevalier picture 
‘Bedtime Story,’ titled ‘Look What’s 
I've Cot’ and ‘Park in Paree’ (Leo 
Robin-Ralph Rainger). Jane Vance 
and Peggy Healy assist vocally. 
Highly danceable disks. Victor No. 
24285. 





The High Hatters’ foxtrotology 
of ‘Easy Rider’ (Shelton Brooks), 
and ‘A Guy What Takes His Time’ 
(Rainger), out of the Mae West 
opus, ‘She Done Him Wrong,’ would 
be oke on the hoof, but Peggy 
English’s vocal interludes sort of 
remove these lyrics from the field 
of acceptable parlor entertainment. 
It’s worse than the film for there’s 
plenty of opportunity to play and 
re-play the colored Shelton Brooks 
doggerel, ‘I Wonder Where My 
Easy Rider’s Gone,’ or the Holly- 
wood Ralph Rainger’s ‘A Guy What 
Takes His Time.’ Incidentally, 
have your Hollywood pals tel! you 
how Mae West ordered that latter 
tune written. This Victor 24301 will 
probably go swell with the college 
kids. High Hatters again on 24300 
couple ‘A Little Beer, a Pretzel and 
You’ and ‘Two Buck Tim from Tim- 
buctoo,’ James Harkins doing the 
vocal interpretations. A medley of 
ali the drinking songs you can think 
of unreels on both sides of No. 
24299, in waltz and foxtrot tempos, 


with suitable vocal refrains. Great 
gang stuff, or at one of those 
parties, 





Leo Reisman has the assistance 
vocally of Fred Astaire on the im- 
ported ‘My Temptation,’ foxtrot and 
Howard Phillips on ‘Love Songs of 
the Nile,’ both class foxtrots. Vic- 
tor 24312. No. 24315 couples the 

10ld Diggers’ Song’ from the War- 
ner film of that name, Astaire again 
vocalizing, and Harold (‘Stormy 
Weather’) Arlen’s ‘Happy As the 
Day Is Long,’ another out of the 
‘Cotton Club Review’ wherein the 
composer assists in the vocal inter- 
pretation. All done in the ultra 
Reisman manner of foxtrotology. 





Don Bestor also is going in for 
picture songs. ‘Sweetheart Darlin’ 
from the Marion Davies ‘Peg o’ My 
Heart’ film is of the Irish genera of 
foxtrots, coupled with Allie Wru- 
bel’s nifty ‘Gypsy Fiddle,’ song fox- 
trot, scheduled for popular and 
commercial hitdom. Two more film 
thematics, ‘Sing to Me’ from ‘Diplo- 
maniacs’ and ‘Isn’t This a Night for 
Love?’ (Burton-Jason) are _ both 
from RKO Radio films. Neil Buck- 
ley and Maurice Cross, vocally, and 

3estor plenty oke instrumentally. 





Ramona and Her Grand Piano is 
now Victor-labeled as being pre- 
sented by Paul Whiteman. The 





nicians’ unions’ first refusal to ac- 
cept salary cuts have since changed 
their attitude toward unionism. 
‘The unions’ arbitrary and un- 
reasonable stand, their unwilling- 
ness to concede for the benefit of 
the whole,’ he argues, ‘have caused 
them to lose favor. There's a spirit 
of co-operation now, of better un- 
derstanding, of sincere willingness 
to recognize obligations that augurs 





well for the future.’ 


maestro’s ivory thumper and war. 
bler gives out ‘I Lay Me Down to 
Sleep’ and ‘Stay Out of My Dreams’ 
on Victor 24303, and ‘Was My Face 
Red’ with ‘And Yet the World Rolls 
On’ on Vic 24310. Okay parlor 
vaude. 





Peggy Healy, Roy Bargy and the 
Whiteman Rhythm Boys are other 
Whiteman proteges, this time cou- 
pling two picture songs, ‘Pettin’ in 
the Park’ and ‘Gold Diggers,’ from 
the film of that name. Tunes are 
oke, by the same writers, Al Dubin 
and Harry Warren, as ‘42d Street,’ 
and just as likely to click on the 
sales’ end. 


The English maestro, Ray Noble, 
has been getting quite a play on 
the Victor releases. His records 
are made abroad, but pressed here, 
Noble is coming along in great 
style, having something for the 
American market on the hoof, which 
is probably the major reason for 
Victor’s local merchandising. If 
this keeps up the disks will prove 
a valuable advance agent for 
Noble’s band for American book- 
ings, providing the barriers for im- 
ported bands would ever come 
down. Vic 24297 couples ‘Wanderer’ 
and ‘Lying in the Hay,’ foxtrots, Vic 
24276 has a nifty brace in ‘Bal- 
loons’ (Shawn- Magine), foxtrot, 
with rumba treatment and ‘Yes, Mr. 
Brown,’ from the film of that name, 
composed by Germany’s foremost 
light opera tunesmith, Paul Abra- 
ham. It’s brilliantly done, vocally 
and instrumentally. Lesley Sarony’'s 
novelty foxtrot, ‘Wheezy Anna’ 
shares the label on No. 24287 with 
Paul Whiteman’s American-record- 
ed ‘Never Get to Heaven that Way’ 
(Ramona, vocally), while No. 24296 
holds ‘Butterflies in the Rain,’ an- 
other foxtrot novelty, and a waltz, 
‘Roll On, Kentucky Moon.’ Noble 
also figures as co-composer of two 
out of the ‘Little Damozel,’ English 
film, ‘What More Can I ask?’ and 
‘Brighter Than the Sun,’ latter a 
quick-step, something which the 
U. S. hoofers don’t go in for. 

















“The Human Side of the News” 


EDWIN C. HILL 


WABC 


“THE INSIDE STORY” 


Mon.-Tues.-Wed., 
10:30 P. M. 


Friday, 9:30 P. M. 














== LEON! 


BELASCO 


N.B.C. C.B.S. 
Mon.,: 
Wed. 12-12:30 P.M. 
9:30, E.D.T. _Tues.: 
Weedbury 12:90-3 A.M. 
Hour 8:30-9 P.M. 


NIGHTLY 
ST. MORITZ HOTEL, NEW YORK 
Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIE 


1619 Broadway, New York 














THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD-WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


Sole Direction 
Herman Bernie 
1619 Broadway, New York 









































SOCIETY’S CHOICE 


EMIL 
COLEMAN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


WJZ 
Tues. and Sat. 
7:45 P. M. 
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FLOYD GIBBONS 

With Carlton Brickert 

World’s Fair Events 
COMMERCIAL 

WLS, Chicago 

“ Employment of Gibbons by the 
Palmer Hovse marks an unusual 
combination of factors in radio. 
First of all it is likely that the 
hotel is the first tavern to take the 
elastic off the bankroll and spend 
for radio time and talent. Gibbons 
js said to be getting $2,500 with 
$500 mentioned as coming from 
NBC because of the two broadcasts 
nightly necessitated when NBC 
could not clear its traffic. At the 
time, the story goes, Columbia was 
pressing its offer of one straight 
schedule across the board and NBC 
made the concession to clinch Gib- 
bons and the program. Anyhow, 
that’s the legend in Chicago, with 
the Lord & Thomas agency in- 
volved. 

Further uniqueness attaches to 
the program since it represents an 
exploitation of one enterprise, the 
World's Fair, by another, the Pal- 
mer House. Perhaps not before has 
radio run into the situation of a 
commercial being only incidentally 
concerned with its own self-glorifi- 
cation and primarily giving the 
puffs and publicity to somebody 
else. However, the Palmer House 
has a double-edged purpose here. 
In selling the Century of Progress 
Exposition and the Palmer House 
as the ideal base of operations 
therefor, a secondary angle of much 
importance and potential profits is 
the coupon book of 12 major Ex- 
position amusements, which the ra- 
dio program will seek to retail to 
the public. Between coupon books 
and room service the Palmer House 
cash returns from its radio ex- 
penditures are potentially large. 

Gibbons’ galloping gab is nicely 
adapted to the job at hand. It 
represents functionalism in casting. 
Descriptions of things are always 
menaced by the skulking shadow 
of boredom. Descriptions must 
have speed and color or the at- 
tention is lost and results meagre. 
Gibbons’ mail response after his 


‘first two broadcasts favored the 


opinion that the Palmer House had 
chosen wisely. 

By way of contrast to Gibbons is 
Carlton Brickert in a narrator role 
hooked up as Colonel Whozis, a 
jovial personality who gives the 
welcome-come-early-stay-late spiel 
as Gibbons concentrates on the 
roast beef. Brickert has a warm 
gurgling laugh that fits the hos- 
pitality note desired. 

Gibbons is the second World’s 
Fair reporter over NBC. Burton 
Holmes is’already started and was 
previously reviewed here. Holmes 
is not sponsored, although it is be- 
lieved NBC originally hoped to get 
an advertiser for him. Holmes, of 
course, is nowise similar to Gib- 
bons. Holmes is the gentleman 
traveler with culture in his voice 
and approach. Gibbons is the 
blow-by-blow sports commentator 
diverting a hard-boiled style to 
more scientific affairs. Land. 


HARLAN EUGENE READ 
News Commentator 
Sustaining 

WOR, Newark 

One of the less colorful and pun- 
gent personalities in the coterie 
given to digesting the news over 
metropolitan kilocycles, Read is do- 
ing it nightly for the Bamberger 
outlet. A veteran newspaperman 
and also no novice at this air thing, 
Read evinces a small townish, cagey 
point of view that does anything 
but get behind the news and give 
it an incisive, smartly documented 
interpretation. 

Read plies a diction that handi- 
caps him from the start. Composed 
of long involved sentences with 
modifying clauses and phrases pil- 
ing over one another, his style not 
only makes it hard for the listener 
but causes Read himself to fre- 
quently falter and stumble. Read at- 
tempts the conventional method of 
mixing human interest items with 
straight news and doesn’t do a well 
regimented job of it. Rare and far 
between are flashes of insight, 
thought provoking or humor. 

Odec. 
CONQUERORS OF THE SKY 
Serial 
Sustaining 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

Dramatization of the exploits of 
famous flying aces in the war the 
basis of this new feature on the 
coast Don Lee chain (CBS). Half- 
hour periods form a complete unit, 
inasmuch as each deals with a 
different ace. 

Program is backgrounded by a 
g£00d score, mostly of the patriotic 
martial order. Cast work is ade- 
quate, but bill has its chief pull 
from the excellent sound effects 
which put over the plane fights. 
Stan. 


“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $150 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 























AROUND THE TOWN 

With Amelia Earhart, Lupe Velez, 
Hope Williams, Eddie Duchin, 
Duke Ellington, Ethe! Waters 

Songs, Talk, Bands 

COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


Silver Dust, a product of the Gold 
Dust Corp., introduced itself last 
Friday (26) night to eastern tuner- 
inners with a novelty broadcast that 
may have looked sensational on 
paper, but when filtered through a 
loudspeaker produced little to get 
excited about. For the money the 
account spent on this one in the 
way of extra line charges, engineers, 
announcers and whatnot it could 
have obtained a group of outstand- 
ing established talent. What it 
most likely did garner from what it 
attempted was a lot of rocking 
chair wonder what it was all about 
and a lukewarm response to the en- 
tertainment tossed together. 


Stunt angle had Miss Earhart, as 
pilot, and Ted Husing, as passen- 
ger, airplaning over New York and 
communicating through the mixing 
board with various places. Plane 
was equipped with shortwave send- 
ing and receiving equipment for the 
two-way conversations. Between 
palaver contacting with the enter- 
tainment sources, the aviatrix and 
Husing described some of the sights 
below, whether they saw them or 
not. 

First point of pickup, broadcast 
running from 8 to 9 p.m., was the 
observation station on top the Em- 
pire State building. Telephone 
wires then brought into the. studio 
panel the voices of Lupe Velez and 
Hope Williams, described as com- 
ing from the Majestic theatre, 
where’s they’re appearing in ‘Strike 
Me Pink.’ Following that Eddie 
Duchin’s band came in from the 
Central Park Casino, the staff an- 
nouncer here chatting about the 
celebs present and inducing Dorothy 
Gish, Mrs. Lionel Barrymore and 
Richard Halliburton to pour a few 
words in the mike. 

Others that got an inning on this 
event were Duke Ellington and 
Ethel Waters, picked up from the 
Capitol theatre, and Ada Kouznet- 
zoff, along with the Fred Yellen 
string ensemble from the Russian 
Kretchma niterie in Greenwich Vil- 
lage. Ohman and Arden, piano 
team, and a studio band also con- 
tributed. 

Apparently no difficulty at all in 
maintaining the contact between 
plane and studio. From that angle, 
perhaps, the broadcast may be set 
down as a successful one, although 
the stunt on previous occasions has 
been tried by the same studio with 
good results. Silver Dust plans to 
put on another one-hour session 
some Friday night in the near fu- 
ture and again offer a dishtowel 
with every two boxes of . the 
cleanser. Odec. 


NEW YORK STATE POLICE CO. 
Crime Sketches 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

A trio of troopers and and Dr. 
Bradley H. Kirschberg, consulting 
chemist, present cases from the files 
of the State Police on alternate 
Saturdays. A 15-minute early-eve- 
ning program, it is given for a 
three-fold purpose: To acquaint the 
listening public with the elements 
that constitute various crimes and 
the methods of crime solution, also 
to publicize the work of the State 
Police. 

Sketches are presented by Dr. 
Kirschberg and his assistants in the 
form of ‘lectures,’ before the ‘class’ 
of the State Police School. The 
history of each case is recited, the 
various clues examined, and the 
solution explained. The actors 
carry on the narrative, each telling 
‘the part he is supposed to have 
played. 

The acting, of course, is not up 
to professional standard, although 
Dr. Kirschberg’s interpretation of 
his own role is excellent. That he 
speaks with a German accent does 
not detract. Cast as the central 
figure, he does much to make these 
sketches stand up, from both the 
histrionie and scientific angies. 

Captain-Inspector Albert B. 
Moore, head of the Police School, is 
Dr. Kirschberg’s vis-a-vis. The 
captain has a good voice, but his 
tone is sometimes slightly nasal. 
Sergeant Harvey Teator and Cor- 
poral Joseph Shaw complete the 
cast. Scripts are well written, and 
feature as a whole is an interesting 
one. Jaco 


THE WANDCRER 
With, Robert Sherwood 
Musicialized Narrative 
Sustaining 

KFWB, Hollywood 

A program with considerable class 
that manifests a judicious blending 
of a story telling with music. Bill 
was created by Robert Sherwood 
(not the playwright), who writes 
the continuity and does the air yarn 
spinning. 

His material 
stories, always with a foreign set- 
ting, backgrounded by appropriate 
string and organ music and at times 
interpolated with chorus singing by 
a mixed quartet. 

Charm of the program is that the 
musical embellishments are modu- 
lated and subdued, never intruding 
on the narrative, yet providing a 
memory association that aids the 


telling of the story. Stan. 


consists of love 





DIO REPORTS 


VARIETY 43 








VANITY FAIR 
With Victor Young, Paul Small, Lee 

Wiley, Itka Chase, Hugh O’Connell 
Band, Songs, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

For his debut (26) on this Friday 
evening session Victor Young con- 
jured up out of the combo with him 
a wealth of sweet music. Its ar- 
rangements were Young at his best 
and helped in a big way for the 
leader-composer to strike a new 
and fetching musical note for the 
spot that Leo Reisman filled con- 
sistently over a two-year stretch. 

Though Young }as brought with 
him an all-around style that in- 
strumentally gives this Pond’s cold 
cream stanza something of an air 
of distinction, the warbling depart- 
ment falls far short of the level the 
band sets. Lee Wiley, a holdover 
from the Reisman regime, continues 
to be handicapped by a voice of 
little resiliency and flair for mel- 
ody, While Paul Small, formerly 
with the Ted Weems unit, handles 
his notes acceptably but it is a 
method tha* sticks close to rote and 
at no time reveals a touch of per- 
sonality. 

For the dishing out of the plug 
the commercial has imported Ika 
Chase and Hugh O’Connell from 
legit. It’s a crossfire idea. in which 
an attempt is made to mix testi- 
monials to the product’s virtues 
with comedy. From the latter angle 
the patter furnished them for their 
opening appearance was pretty 
feeble stuff, but the chances are 
O’Connell’s penchant for good char- 
acter line reading and the refer- 
ences to ‘Cousin Tillie,’ if skillfully 
built up, will gain some marked at- 
tention for this NBC standby. Odec. 


SPELLING BEE 


Sustaining 
KFAC, Los Angeles 
On first blush a spelling bee 


doesn’t look like good radio enter- 
tainment. Surprise is that the nov- 
elty is one of the best bits on the 
air currently in Los Angeles. 

Idea for amusing listeners-in with 
this type of fodder goes to Tom 
Brenneman, who put the program 
on, despite plenty of opposition at 
the station. It’s on three times a 
week, half-hour periods, with 32 
high school teams competing. 

Competitive angle gets the lis- 
teners, plus a raft of unconscious 
humor created as the kids hem and 
haw over a particularly hard word. 
Apparently undisturbed by the 
mike, the scholars supply plenty of 
unrehearsed comedy bits by their 
side remarks and offstage whispers. 

One example shows the brand of 
humor: The word was ‘ghoul.’ It 
was thrown at a squeaky voiced girl 
who came back with: ‘Has it any- 
thing to do with a football game?’ 
Told that it hadn’t, she spelled, hes- 
itatingly ‘g-u-l-e.. Word went to 
the 10 competitors, and not one got 
it right, with all supplying answers 
equally unique. Btan. 


MEYER DAVIS ORCHESTRA 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

In person at the swank Hotel St. 
Regis roof, New York, the entre- 
preneur of maestros, is personally 
wielding the baton and _ self-an- 
nouncing his broadcasts as the head 
of the Meyer Davis orchestra. While 
his name has prefixed scores of 
bands in the past, Davis’ personal 
appearances, especially at such a 
public place as a Fotel roof, is un- 
usual. However, no spot could be 
more fitting than this Fifth Avenue 
hostelry, which caters to a clien- 
tele which in the past has engaged 
Davis bands for private social func- 
tions. 

With a well seasoned background 
in catering to dance tastes, it’s little 
more than to be expected that the 
Philadelphia, Washington and New 
York dance purveyor (Davis main- 
tains booking offices in all three 
cities) should know his rhythms to 
the utmost. He goes beyond that 
with a judicious mixing up of his 
stuff, reviving some of the yester- 
year dance favorites, in 1933 orches- 
tral dress, and generally purveying 
a@ smooth yet dance-compelling 
style of dansaption. Brook Adams 
and Ru h Denning are vocal assist- 


ants, Abel. 
THREE SCAMPS 

Vocal 

Sustaining 


WEAF, New York 

Hotcha trio via WEAF at 10:30- 
10:45 a.m., EDST. Breezy if familiar 
style of pop vocals with a trumpet, 
piano and general jazzique back- 
ground. 

A brighter than average morning 
interlude which fits in nicely amidst 
the beauty and cooking advice. The 
3 Scamps are announced as Al, Jay 
and Laddie Abel. 





KROW’s New Manager 
San Francisco, May 29. 
W. R. Fraser, newcomer to ra- 
dio executiveship, becomes Manager 


of KROW, Oakland, June 1. He 
succeeds W. A. ‘Art’ Miller. 
Fraser, former commercial busi- 


ness man, is alse vice-president of 
the Educational Broadcasting Corp., 
a church group which owns KROW. 





His wife, Fay Fraser, is domestic 


jscience expert on KFRC. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 





California Parent-Teachers’ Association is becoming more active: in 
radio since its recent report to members and stations as to what the 
organization thinks of programs aimed at kid consumption. In this ree 
port the organization lists several programs which were suggested as 
‘not suitable for children.’ 

PTA report has prompted several agencies to attempt a cut-in on ac- 
counts of other agents by going direct to the Parent-Teachers with pro- 
grams, getting an Okay from the body and then trying to butt in on rep- 
resentatives already tied up with accounts. Recent case was that of a 
milk concern which had practically closed with one agent for a program 
only to have an outside representative come to the advertiser with a 
PTA-endorsed show which has chiseled out the program first agreed 
upon. 





Columbia’s new rate card, effective June 1, shows that four stations 
have been eliminated from chain’s list since last fall and a new one 
added, making the revised lineup a total of 77 outlets. Three of the four 
dropped were located in LaCross, Wis., Yankton, N. D., and Sioux City, 
S. D., and were part of the northwestern group. Newcomer is WICC, 
Bridgeport, Conn., which replaces WBCM, Bay City, Mich., in the basic 
supplementary group. Only outlet whose base rate has been upped on 
the latest list is KSL, Salt Lake City, which several months ago went 
from 5,000 to 50,000 watts. Old price per evening hour was $190. Net- 
work is now asking $250. 

On the old lineup of 80 stations CBS had a price of $15,600 per evening 
hour. For the current list of 77 outlets the chain’s asking $14,970. 





Network customer entertaining for a trade convention in town asked 
the leader of the combo on its air show to come over with his men and 
play a few numbers. When told that the appearance would be on the 
cuff the bandman said he was sorry but he couldn’t afford the money 
that he would have to pay his unit for the date. 

Attitude surprised the account’s spokesman who remarked that for 
the money that the bandman has been collecting from the program the 
request was not unfair. Discussion eventually brought out the fact, 
which was all news to the bandman, that the commercial] had been pay- 
ing the network booking office $2,000 for the co.abo’s services per broad- 
cast. What the leader had been down for, the client in turn learned, 
was $1,000 minus 20% commission. 





A New York radio columnist turned down $1,000 per short for a series, 
telling the film company that he’s being paid, obviously, to intrigue 
guest star talent to contribute their services gratis, and not because of 
his own histrionic talents. This is the first instance of a radio ed doing 
so, and it sounded like a pipe dream until proved true. ~ 

All other columnists, Broadway and radio, who make shorts, are con- 
tracted with the implied understanding that their journalistic prestige 
and the implied proffer of free publicity, would influence actors to appeay 
gratis, as a courtesy, or at a cut-rate stipend. 

This columnist rejecting the offer didn’t prevent another radio com- 
mentator from accepting. 





To make sure that Cities Service, which broadcasts, on parallel time 
over the other NBC web, didn’t in the meantime set up its show in the 
Times Square studio, Nestle’s chocolate expedited the signaturing of a 
contract which brings it back to the NBC-WJZ circuit Aug. 24. Con- 
fectioner called the Friday (26) program the last for the summer and 
had decided to let the matter of a renewal ride when it was suggested 
that the oil refiner might put in a request for the Times Square studio, 
which Nestle has been using for months. 

Agency on the account, J. Walter Thompson, passed on the suggested 
possibility to Nestle and the contract for the August starting date soon 
followed. 





Ad agency men have taken to cultivating the radio columnists on the 
New York dailies as a hopeful precaution against having any of their 
accounts mentioned whenver the scribes let loose with one of those 
periodic campaigns attacking some phase of broadcasting entertainment. 
What worries these agency boys is not the chance of an unfavorable 
listener reaction, but the disturbing effect the newsprint alarums have 
on the advertiser client whose program is cited as a case in point, 

Sentiment among the publishing verein toward radio, admit the agen- 
cies, is much more militant than it used to be. Hence the shift in tac- 
tics and the general resorting to the good fellowship method with the 
columnists. 





NBC tried to regulate the song pluggers and other solicitors catering 
to the artists, but decided it couldn’t be worked, as just as often the 
artist wants to see an individual at the studios, before or after a broad- 
cast, as the sole place the artist has wherein to do business. 

It paralleled the Hollywood studio idea of keeping solicitors, et al., 
away from the lots, but it was found to be too much of a nuisance from 
the purchaser’s viewpoint as well as the vendor's. 





Among those let in on the ground floor in the J. P. Morgan issue of 
Standard Brands, as brought out at the Morgan investigation in Wash- 
ington, was Stanley Resor, president of the J. Walter Thompson agency. 
The Thompson firm handles the Standard Brands advertising account. 
Rensor’s allowance of stock was 1,000 shares, according to the published 
list. 





Coast beverage company is offering to sponsor any and all remote con- 
trols from night spots if the cafes will put in an order for the wine that 
the company bottles. 

It’s a new way for an advertiser to get the stations to turn salesmen. 
However, plan isn’t going to well as under the recent union regulations 
sponsored remotes out here call for a stated number of musicians on 
staff. 





May saw a 20% pickup in bookings for the CBS Artists’ Bureau as 
compared to its average monthly business since the beginning of the 
year. 
sources. 

With few new commercials going on the air to replace the warm sea- 
son’s departing parade, takings from that end of the bureau’s businers 
have been clipped accordingly. 





Pepsodent will shortly add to its manifesto on the Amos ’n’ Andy and 
Goldbergs broadcasts a facial cream which the firm has just started to 
manufacture. Instructions have been given the blackface team and Ger- 
trude Berg to prepare a plot of suspense building possibilities. 


Pepsodent’s intention is to wait until the climax of these stories ts 


reached, and a peak audience garnered, before unloading the initial 
announcement on the new cosmetic. 
Eddie Cantor is not set with Lennen & Mitchell to write any series of 


Cantor has submitted some ideas for O. G. ads, but no de- 
As regards the slogan, ‘Don’t go off the Old 
aver that this has been submitted by 
program for 


printed ads. 
cision has yet been made. 
Gold standard,’ the L&M people 
thousands of O. G. smoker: has been used on the 
some months, and dates back to some old ad copy. 


radic 





Increase was practically all due to theatre dates and band touring. 
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But § Opposish Circuit Vaud Towns 
In U. S.; One House in Most Spots 


Opposition spots wherein more 
than circuit-operated or cir- 
cuit-booked theatre are playing 
stage shows have dwindled to eight 
throughout the United States and 
Canada. In the majority of cases, 
circuit theatres, through pooling 
deals, agreements or a general dis- 
inclination to fight, are playing 


one 


shows by themselves, with inde- 
pendent opposition at best and no 
circuit competition at all. 

The eight towns with the cir- 
cuits represented are: 

New York—RKO (3), Loew (5), 


Fanchon & Marco. 
(2), Fanchon & 


Publix, 

Brooklyn—-RKO 
Marco. 

Boston—RKO, Loew, Fanchon & 
Marco, Indie (Wm. Morris). 

Chicago — RKO, Publix (Balaban 
& Katz). 

Newark—RKO, Loew, Publix (In- 
die-booked). 

New Orleans—RKO, Loew. 

Providence — RKO, Loew, Indie 
(Fays). ’ 

Washington—Loew, Warner Bros. 

RKO’s non-opposish spots, in 
most of which it plays stage shows 
only occasionally, are Albany, Ce- 
dar Rapids, Davenport, Des Moines, 
Minneapolis, Omaha, Sioux City. 
St. Paul, Svracuse, Toronto, Tren- 
ton. 

Loew's has no variety rival at all 
in Jersey City, Montreal, Palisades 
Park and Jamaica, L. I., but in 
Baltimore is opposed by the strong 
indie Hippodrome. - 

Warners, with but three houses 
on its book, is alone only in Eliza- 
beth, "N. J. Publix, also with only 
three, in by itself in Buffalo. Warn- 
ers’ Philly opposition is the F.&M.- 
bagked Fox. F.&M., in turn, is in 
competition with the Chicago- 
booked indie Missouri in St. Louis. 

Los Angeles is the only other city 
where there is any kind of opposi- 
tion. There are four variety down- 
towners there, one playing F.&M. 
shows, but none circuit-booked. 

In the whole country at present 


; 


Musical Stock, Films 
For Cohan at 40c Top 


Musical stock, with vaudeville 
acts mostly as talent and pictures 
on a grind opens at the George M. 
Cohan on Broadway this week (29), 
under promotion of Jack Dempsey, 
former Keith and RKO booker; his 
brother, Paul Dempsey, former RKO 
agent, and Lee Scott. Also inter- 
ested is George Katz, Brooklyn bur- 
lesque man. 

Opening show, running an hour, 
will be held two weeks, with a week- 
ly change thereafter. Seale will 
range from 15c in the afternoon to 
40c top at night. 

First bill, staged by Scott, will 
have a company of 26, including a 
line of 16 girls, with Radio’s ‘Bill 
of Divorcement’ on fourth or fifth 
run as the picture. Opener’s prin- 
cipals are Jack Spangler, Jim Mc- 
Donald, Edith Rogers and Kitty 
Mandell. 


| Lincoln re Vaud 


Lincoln, May 29. 

Vaude is back in town for the 
first time in a year. Cal Bard at 
the Rialto is booking the first half 
of the week for an act here and 
taking it to his other house in Co- 
lumbus for the remainder of the 
full stretch. 

Announcement of policy favors 
the unit type show carrying-its own 
music and drops. At present the 
theatre is doing second run pics 
and playing stage show at a top 
price of 15c. Average gross about 
$1,400. Judging from the reception 
accorded the opening vaude will 
probably be in all summer. 











there are but 12 towns in all where 
opposition stage show playing, cir- 
cuit vs. circuit, circuit vs. indie, or 





indie vs. indie, is rife. 




















Ep Ee so AN TE 


“KING OF THEM ALL’ 


CARDINI 


Treasures the Honor of Having 
Been Chosen to Appear Before 


THEIR MAJESTIES 


THE KING AND QUEEN 
OF ENGLAND 


AT THE LONDON PALLADIUM, MAY 22d, 1933 


Thanks to GEORGE BLACK and VAL PARNELL 














experience. 


the amusement field. 


-»--AVAILABLE... 
AS VAUDEVILLE BOOKER OR MANAGER 
Formerly associated with the 


Know every recognized act and am known to everyone in 


Can handle publicity and with new ideas. 
An interview will be convincing. 


largest circuit. 30 years’ 





SYRACUSE PUTS FREE 
SHOWS IN ALL PARKS 


Syracuse, May 29. 
wasn't tough enough for 
Syracuse exhibitors last summer 
when municipal vaudeville shows 
were presented free twice weekly in 
Thornden Par:: amphitheatre, the 
Park department will extend the 
no-admission programs to other 
parks this season. 

The city’s talent will troupe from 
park to park, appearing on a por- 
table stage, save at Thornden which 
has a permanent platform. 

Expansion of free recreational fa- 
cilities to assure amusement for the 
50,000 Syracusans now receiving 
welfare relief from the city is be- 
ing undertaken by the Syracuse 
Associated Leisure Time organiza- 
tion, newly formed. 

The most pretentious of its many 
plans provides for a production of 
‘Mikado,’ with a chorus of 90, in 
September. James F. McDonald, 
stage veteran, will direct the revival. 
Casting is already under way. 


Guinan $14,500 at 40c 


Chicago, May 29. 

Texas Guinan’s Gang’ grabbed 
$14,500 at 40 cents top on her ex- 
perimental date in the neighbor- 
hoods. Harding theatre registered 
this gross. As a result Balaban & 
Katz booked her for the Southtown 
to follow immediately. 

Guinan will probably go into a 
local cafe for the duration of the 
World's Fair. 


Tishman-Lash Marriage 


Follows Dual Divorce 


Chicago, May 29. 

Bernice O'Neil obtained a divorce 
from Sam Tishman, former RKO 
booker, and Harry Lash of Stewart 
and Lash was legaily cut asunder 
from Minnie Bell Lash, non-pro, last 
Thursday (25) while appearing at 
the Palace here. Lash and the 
former Mrs. Tishman will be mar- 
ried here this week and motor to 
Little Rock, Ark., to pick up Stew- 
art’s wife for an outing. 

Tishman, who now operates the 
Paramount theatre, Wheaton, IIli- 
nois, was described in the divorce 
petition as a salesman. Desertion 
was. charged. : 


MOVE COAST VAUDE 


Fox-W.C. Putting in Shows. to 
Buck W.B. Opposish 





As if it 











Los Angeles, May 29. 
To compete with the proposed 
Warner Bros. vaude shows in 
Santa Barbara and Fresno, Fox 
West Coast will inaugurate stage 
presentations and vaudeville at the 


Arlington, Santa Barbara, and 
Wilson, Fresno, within the next 10 
days. 


Opening show at Santa Barbara 
will be Pat West-Del Chain unit, 
‘Gobs of Joy,’ opening June 8 for 
three days. Fresno will be full 
week stand with Fanchon & Mar- 
co-booked shows the probable at- 
traction. 

Prior to his Loew’s State en- 
gagement in Los Angeles, starting 
June 22, Ted Fiorito and his band 
play Santa Barbara the 18th and 
Fresno the following day. 


Godfrey’s Indie Office 


George Godfrey is opening an in- 
die vaude booking office in New 
York. The former RKO booking 
head since leaving RKO had been 
associated in the vaude venture at 
the Cosmopolitan, New York, which 
flopped and folded. ’ 

Godfrey will specialize on indie 
houses as a booker, without enter- 
ing the agency end. Firm name is 
Godfrey Booking Office, Inc. 








Rosen Changes Boss 
Matty Rosen is leaving Lyons & 
Lyons to go with the Morrison & 
Winkler office. 
Rosen will have charge of M. & 








Neth’s Col. Vaudfilmer 
Closes; No Union Yield 


Columbus, May 29. 
theatre folded 
(27) after only 


Neth’'s Hartman 
suddenly Saturday 
three weeks of vaudfilm policy. 
Announcements gave reasons as 
summer heat and redecoration, but 
local unions are directly responsi- 
ble as they refused to permit hands 
to take any kind of.a cut through 
the summer, although Neth willing 
to keep going in the red all year. 
The 10-piece orchestra was up for 
$6506 alone. 


AUSTIN SHOW OUT OF 
PLACE ON N. 0. FLOOR 


New Orleans, May 29. 

Tankers of the Gene Austin en- 
tourage who have been gathering 
plenty of shekels from the yokelry 
of the tank towns of the South were 
mercilessly received when opening 
at the Suburban Gardens here Sat- 
urday (27). The show is real stodgy 
hoke, not attuned to a cabaret floor, 
and small town palaver at best, 
which resulted in the night lifers of 
this fast burg giving it the razz at 
the initial showing. 

The auditors were kindly for a 
time, waiting for something to hap- 
pen, but eventually indulged in kid- 
ding the presentment to such an 
extent it was halted at several times 
while artist friends seated around 
the platform came upon the floor 
and begged the crowd to be charit- 
able. 

Austin and one competent girl- 
dancer survived, but the others will 
never forget their dalliance here. 
Troupe has but two weeks sched- 
uled at the Suburban, then it should 
hie back to the sticks where it be- 
longs. 











Chicago, May 29. 
Deal expected this week for Aaron 
Jones to take over the State-Lake 
theatre for a vaudfilm policy. Billy 
Diamond will book. 


Par’s Rah Rah Crooners 


Publix has booked the Columbia 
Glee Club of the Columbia Uni- 
versity, N. Y., for the Paramount, 
opening Friday (2) for a week. 

It’s a group of 30 male voices 
under the direction of Prof, Lowell 
P. Beveridge. 

Glee club, including Bill Nevel, 
member of the football squad, re- 
cently appeared with the Manhat- 
tan Symphony at the Waldorf As- 
toria. 





Harris Sets Up Shop 
Chicago, May 29. 

Will Harris, former Balaban & 
Katz stage director, has opened an 
independent booking and producing 
office here. His association with 
Paul Ash has been abrogated by the 
turn of events which sends Ash into 
the Hotel Stevens as that tavern’s 
summer maestro. Meanwhile the 
contemplated Paul Ash legit revue 
is in abeyence. 

Harris remains on friendly work- 
ing terms with Morris Silvers and 
the William Morris agency with 
whom he was connected for a time. 
Morris office may take advantage 
of Harris’ services later on. 








LIFE-OF-PARTY 
SEASON STARTS 


The grand exodus from Broadw Ly 
to summer camp and resort jobs 
started over the week end for about 
350 vaudeville acts, who will £0 
through their customary vacation 
season routine of social lioning for 
the hot weather fugitives. 

It's expected the resort and camp 
guests will see some real talent 
this year. More standard acts have 
accepted the summer jobs this time 
than ever before, crowding out the 
semi-pros. Some resorts are still 
paying real money for the social 
directing talent, ‘tt in the majority 
of cases the rates include mostly 
the free board, vacash and ex. 


penses, with a few bucks on the 
side. 
The 350 acts that are booked, 


range from singles to quartets and 
comprise about 600 people. 

Resort Association of America, 
which books most of the piazza 
m.c.’s in the east, and of which 
Mike Hammer is the booking head, 
has placed 250 acts in 142 spots so 
far, 


Fanchon-Marco Shows 
Shaped in L’ ville House 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Fanchon & Marco regional shows, 
booked out of New York, are now 
playing the Rialto, Louisville. Carla 
Tcrney has been dispatched to the 
Kentucky city to handle the line 
girls and whip the shows into shape 
with principals coming out of New 
York weekly. 

Three of the F&M special shows, 
‘Desert Song,’ ‘Follow Thru’ and 
‘Georgia Minstrels,’ have just com- 
pleted a week each at the Rialto. 

F&M have contracted Art Jarrett, 
from the Coconut Grove for a two 
weeks’ stay at the local Paramount, 
opening June 2. Barto and Mann 
have also been contracted for coast 
dates late in June. 








THE GREATEST SINGLE 


BOX-OFFICE 


ATTRACTION 
On the Stage Today! 





GENE DENNIS 


THE “WONDERGIRL” 

She Has the World at Her Feet! 
NOW—HELD OVER 
SECOND SENSATIONAL 
WEEK 


RKO Keith’s, Wash., D. C. 
Stage Hands or Musicians not required 
Ask HARDIE MEAKIN—HE KNOWS! 


AL. BURKS 
Personal Manager 














JAMES 








RKO Palace, Chicago (week May 26) 
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BRITT WOOD 


BACK AT THE R.K.O. PALACE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MAY 27) 


LEAVING IN ABOUT FIVE WEEKS FOR LAKE LANSING, TO REST FOR FUTURE LAY-OFF WEEKS 


“YOU MUST COME OVER” 


Direction—MILES INGALLS—JACK CURTIS OFFICE 
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BECK RESIGNS FROM RK 


B&K Off Summer Stage Features 
As Fair Opening Socks Road Show 


Chicago, May 29. 

More two-a-day stage shows for 
Balaban & Katz’ Oriental are off 
and the house returns to straight 
pictures next week following the 
current and second week of the 
Whiteman-Pearl-Burn~ and Allen- 
Boswell Sisters show. Latter got 
$31,000, pretty good, but not sen- 
gational in its first week. 

Advance sale of $8,000 two days 
pefore start of the second week in- 
dicated the attraction was building 
and that the second week’s gross 
would be as good if not better than 
the opener. But, like all other Chi- 
cage theatres, the Oriental was 
socked hard over the week-end by 
opening of .the World’s Fair Satur- 
day (27). 

An effort was made t» get ‘Strike 
Me Pink’ with Jimmy Durante to 
follow the William Morris office’s 
variety bill, but that fell through. 
Later all other negotiations were 
dropped. 

The show disbands after this 
week. It played three weeks of 
one-niters before coming here and 
cleaned up on the road dates. The 
Whiteman band and Burns and Al- 
len go east for broadcasting. Bos- 
wells return to New York, whence 
they'll leave for Europe, where 
they’re booked. Pearl goes to Hol- 
lywood for his Metro picture. 


RUBIN’S SALARY TIED UP 
IN N. Y. ON BALTO ROW 


Izzy Rappaport, operator of the 
Hipp, Baltimore, last Saturday (27) 
slapped an attachment for $2,250 
against Benny Rubin’s salary at 
Loew’s New York State where he 
is appearing the current week. 
Garnishment derives from a claim 
made by Rappaport that the comic 
had contracted to play a week for 
him about two months ago, but 
failed to go through with the en- 
gagement, 

At the time Rappaport alleges 
Rubin violated the agreement the 
Loew office had pronounced the 
Hipp as opposition to its own Balti- 
more house, the Century. Ban has 
since been iifted. Rappaport 
brought his action here through an 
assignee, B. M. Kaplan, with At- 
torney Jerome Wilzin doing the 
filing of papers. 


Second Vaude Tester 


e Los Angeles, May 29. 

Encouraged by the slight increase 
in revenue attributed to the play- 
ing of the ‘Covered Wagon Jubilee’ 
(radio attraction) on its stage a 
week ago, the F-WC Bovzlevard will 
try another flyer with vaude Tues- 
day and Wednesday (30-31). 

‘Hollywood Collegians,’ comprising 
14 people, will put on a miniature 
revue, with interpolated specialties. 
If this stage attraction clicks, house 
will continue to book vaude acts 
weekly. 


F-M and Rube Get 
H’wood Bowl Spectacle 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Fanchon & Marco have been com- 
missioned to stage the dance por- 
tion of the Molinari spectacle at 
the Hollywood Bowl, night of July 
8, with Rube Wolf, brother of the 
producers, selected to direct the 100 
piece orchestra for the terpsichorean 
portion of the program. F&M will 
Stage the ‘Blue Danube’ dance and 
another, ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ using 
68 girls and 13 principals. 

Ada Broadbent, of the F&M staff, 
will perform the solo dancing. 


‘Scandals’’ % Indie 
Yetroit, May 29. 

George White Jeandals,’ tab, will 
Play the local Fox, indie booked, on 
& percentage deal, shortly. 

Last year a ‘Scandals’ played the 
State for two weeks but failed to 
make money. 























Caught Napping 





Will Demarest who appeared 
at Loew’s State (N. Y.) last 
week made his usual entrance 
from an aisle. One matinee as 
he wandered toward the stage, 
his eye caught the figure of a 
venerable fellow fast asleep. It 
was Mike Shea the Buffalo 
showman. Demarest shook Shea 
and inquired: 

‘Where do you think you are, 
in your own theatre?’ 











RKO Palace Dark 
June 9; May Go 
Into Burlesque 


RKO Palace, New York, goes 
dark June 9, probably for the bal- 
ance of the summer season. The 
revived vaufilm policy, sixth change 
within a year, has been declared a 
flop after three weeks. 

RKO almost let the Palace go for 
burlesque last week, but the deal 
fell through when the prospective 
new tenant, Max Rudnick, backed 
out. 

Rudnick offered RKO $110,000 a 
year for the first two years and 
$125,000 thereafter for the former 
ace vaudeville house. This would 
have given RKO a profit, in addition 
to permitting the circuit to retain 
the office space upstairs and the in- 
come therefrom. The ground rent 
on the Palace theatre and building 
is $60,000 and the taxes and insur- 
ance around $40,000. 

RKO at first turned the offer 
down, but ‘ater reconsidered and de- 
cided to accept. In the meantime 
Rudnick had cooled off. 

Rudnick would have _ installed 
stock burlesque. He is operating 
with that policy at the Eltinge on 
42d street. 

Following the Rudnick turndown, 
and still figuring burlesque better 
than nothing, RKO chopped $10,000 
off the rental price and offered the 
house to Izzy Herk and the Ray- 
monds, who are running the stock 
at the Central across the street in 
Times Square. 

They said they couldn't use the 
Palace, even for the $100,000 bargain 


price. 


Two Weeks Sans Vaud, 
Balto State Returns 


Baltimore, May 29. 

Two weeks without flesh proved 
something to the State, large nabe 
vaudfilm house. Two weeks of plain 
bad business and the house headed 
back to stage shows. 

Opened yestercay (28) with Danny 
Small’s Paradise show, 40 Harlem- 
ites, and turned ‘em away with 
three shows. Will henceforth stick 
to flesh, playing its regular split 
week policy. 














Paradise Gets Cotton 
Club After Capitol 


The all-colored Cotton Club show, 
which is playing the Capitol, New 
York, this week, goes to Loew's 
Paradise, New York, the week of 
June: 9, with Mills’ Blue Rhythm 
band replacing Duke Ellington's, but 
otherwise intact. 

Ethel Waters, Nichols Bros. and 
line of girls are the floor show peo- 
ple. Buck and Bubbles were added 
for the picture house dates. Troupe 
is reported getting $9,200 at the 
Capitol on a salary set by the four- 
circuit committee. 

Irving Mills booked the show on 
both dates through Harry Pincus. 
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BLAMES ILLS (IN ‘About 40 Select Acts Getting 


UPERATING DEPT. 


Resignation Effective June 9 
—Friction Over Palace 
and RKO Vaude Re- 
trenchment for Summer 
Called Responsible — Cir- 
cuit Dropping All but 
Two Weeks Till Fall— 
Franklin Says Vaude 
Houses All Losers 


__—.. 


BECK WANTS ORPH 





Martin Beck resigned suddenly 
yesterday (Monday), after a year 
and two months as the RKO vaude- 
ville booking head. In his letter of 
resignation to the RKO president, 
M. H. Aylesworth, Beck declared his 
leaving to be motivated by a belief 
that the decline in the circuit’s 
vaude playing time makes his pres- 
ence in the booking office unneces- 
sary, and also due to disagreement 
with the theatre department over 
operation of the Palace, New York, 
in which he has a 25% interest. 

Beck requested that the resigna- 
tion take effect June 9. His de- 
parture leaves the booking office 
without a head for the time being, 
or at least without direct booking 
office supervision ovez the three re- 
maining bookers, Arthur Willi,- Bill 
Howard and Danny Freundlich. 
Likelihood is that Willi and Howard 
will jointly head the booking office, 
or what’s left of it, over the slack 

(Continued on page 48) 


$150,000 in NVA Drive 


With about 90% of returns from 
last month’s NVA Fund collections 
in, the fund is assured of $150,000. 
This approximates the advance esti- 
mates. The 90% figure is $135,000. 

Drive was staged i: about 1,800 
theatres, of which 75% were circuit 
houses. Independents contributed 
about 20% of the gross. 











Berle at State, N. Y., 
As M. C. for 3 Weeks 


Milton Berle opens at Loew’s 
State, New York, June 9 for a three 
weeks’ run as m.c. He was at the 
Capitol for a run in March and 
since then has been playing in and 
out of New York for Loew under 
his 20-week contract, 

The Paramount, New York, 
through the four circuits’ salary and 
booking committee, asked Loew for 
a loan of Berle for next week (2), 
but Loew turned the request down 
on the grounds that a previous 
week’s date in another house might 
injure his State run. 





Campus Invades B’ way 


Instead of going into stock and 
bond biz, America’s college boys 
are taking a whack at vaudeville. 
It may be slumming, but they 
can't eat their diplomas. 

Three of the collegiate troupes 
will get Broadway pigture house 
showings in the next couple of 
Next week (June 2) the 


weeks. 
Paramount plays the Columbia 
Glee Club. 

Music Hall and Capitol will use 
the Columbia Symphonic band and 
Notre Dame Glee Club, respective- 
ly, the following week (9). 





Wants Midget Circus 





Irving Tishman, of Tishman & | 
O'Neal, left for Chicago last week 
on a deal with Jack Fine involv- | 
ing the midgets in Fine’s Midget | 
Village at the World’s Fair. 

Tishman proposes to send out the | 
midgets and props in a half pint | 
circus to. tour the south under 
jcanvas when the fair is over. j 





Lahr’s Namesake 





That vari-colored parakeet 
in Loew’s State (N. Y.) lobby 
is a button snatcher. He neat- 
ly nips off buttons to sharpen 
the beak, specializing on but- 
tons on coat sleeves. Al Ro- 
sen, the house manager, is 
usually the victim. 

They call the bird Bert 
Lahr. Comedian has a habit 
cf pulling buttons off his coat 
whea he’s in an argument. 











Fanchon-Marco 
Add Tot School 
To Talent Mill 


Hollywood, May 29. 

A complete training school for kid- 
die. as an adjunct to their pre- 
viously announced dancing school 
for adults, is the latest step by Fan- 
chon & Marco to provide the nucleus 
of talent for F&M productions here 
and on the road. With the inaugura- 
tion of the kiddie school, F&M have 
definitely dropped the semi-annual 
bookings of the Meglin Kiddies for 
coast houses, and already started 
rehearsals of their own kiddie re- 
vue, for the Paramount here, and 
possibly other coast houses, 

In addition to the usual routines 
of dancing and singing, the F&M 
school will give pupils an opportun- 
ity to perfect themselves for radio 
broadcasting. One of the innovations 
is the making of records by the 
juves which will enable the™ to pick 
out any imperfections in their dic- 
tion, singing or tapping. 

Stress will be laid on acrobatics, 
and ambitious youngsters who 
might want to go in for an iron jaw 
career or other form of acrobatics 
will be given this type of instruction. 
Character acting will also be made 
a part of the curriculum. 

First of the kiddie shows will be 
produced at the Paramount here 
week of June 29. More than 1,000 
kiddies responded to a classified ad 
for talent run by F&M in the local 
dailies. 


Vaud to Offset Rivals’ 
Friday Picture Change 


Worcester, May 29. 

Manager Elmer R. Daniels of the 
Capitol booked seven acts Friday of 
last week as a test and plans to 
continue that one-day policy indef- 
initely. Advertising was increased 
and business was reported satisfac- 
tory. Show ran about four hours. 

The Capitol changes shows on 
Saturdays and most of the other 
first run houses bring in their new 
pictures on Friday. What little 
trade there is has been going to the 
openings in other houses, 

It’s the first time the Capitol has 
used vaudeville and, with the ex- 
ception of burlesque house, is giv- 
ing Worcester its only flesh offer- 
ings. 














in advance. 


Paramount and Capito), the 
Broadway deluxers, will adhere to | 
a week-to-week stage booking 
schedule all summer. 

Only talent to be set beyond a 
week in advarce will be special 
name attractions, etc., when avail- | 
able. For other acts no contracts 
|will be issued earlier than a week | 





All the Spots; Outside Acrobats 
Slip in Accidentally; No Opposish 


The important spots on the few 
remaining first line stage bills in 
New York and the rest of the 
country are being confined by the 
circuit bookers to about 40 select 
acts, with almost no exceptions 
made. A handful of acts are play- 
ing stock for quick repeats in the 
same theatres, and against them, 
while the only outsiders getting a 
break are an occasional acrobatic 
or No. 2 act. 

Te rotation system for. the 
minority of turns particularly ap- 
plies to the Broadway picture and 
vaude theatres, where, with three 
circuits and one big indie compet- 
ing, the same acts repeat in rapid 
succession, forgetting the opposi- 
tion angle entirely. 
example is on view this week at the 
Paramount, where Ray Bolger is 
playing his fourth Broadway stage 
date within three months, ‘in as 
many different theatres. He 
started at the RKO Music Hall in 
Radio City, followed at the RKO 
Palace and then went to the Capitol 
(Loew). This week’s he’s at the 
Par and next week he plays Loew 
State. : 

Same Routine 

About a dozen other acts have 
gone through the same routine in 
the past season, with a return date 
at an opposition theatre across the 
street or up the block a common 
procedure now. In contrast is the 
old system by which an act that 
played the Palace couldn’t play the 
State within a year’s time, or vice 
versa, and often when it was vice 
versa the State date meant the 
Palace couldn’t be played at all. 

The mutually friendly juggling of 
the few chosen acts has lately been 
simplified by the salary pact under 
which the circuits are agreeing on 
practically all booking office 
matters. Tossing coins to see who 
gets an act and mutual control of 
salaries are directly opposed to the 
former opposish system, and while 
co-operating in every other way, 
the booking boys are not against 
doing an Alphonse and Gaston with 
vaude acts, even when their the- 
atres happen to be next door to 
each other and in competition for 
the same trade. 


IST VAUDE-GARDEN 
STARTING IN BALTO 


Raltimore, May 29. 

First actual vaude beer-garden 
becomes a reality in Baltimore next 
week when Howard Berman opens 
his Mayfair. Will play five acts of 
standard vaude on a full-week 
basis. Garden will be booked out 
of the Arthur Fisher office in New 
York. 

Mayfair beer garden is spotted 
in the Sports Centre, and has facil- 
ities for dancing and vaude presen- 
tation, Music by Bob Iulla’s or- 
chestra, a local name. 

For the vaude and dancing a two- 
bit cover wili be in order. 


Trahan Weds Partner 


Easton, Md., May 29. 
Al Trahan and Yukona Cameron 
were married here Saturday (27) at 
the home of friends. The comedian’s 











manager, Charlie Morrison, came 
down from New York to be best 
man, 

Miss Cameron has been Trahan’s 


stage partner for three years, 








“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety 
over the summer. From now 


until Labor Day + + + $150 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 
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DEAN and GIBSON REVUE 
Dancing 

16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Though peopled with a hefty 
mixture of expert dancing talent, 
this partnership affair has its main 
reason for existence centered in the 
presence of the Bertie Dean fig- 
ure. It’s a figure that for optic 
appeal leaves nothing wanting and 
when she has finished putting it 
through graceful designs of a slow- 
motion contortion, what came be- 
fore or follows stacks up as just 
60 much trimming to the act, 

Lad who contributes the other 
end of the turn’s handle unlimbers 
a sprightly assortment of eccentric 
taps, Walter and Betty Reddick 
pack a neat flair for acrobatic soft- 
shoeing and in little Margie Bar- 
rett there’s a combination of pert 
cuteness and smart dishing out of 
the buck and wing. But without 
that extended exhibit of the Bertie 
Dean curves. and lines in the next- 
to-closing bit of the act’s routine 
the thing would hardly rate better 
than nabe time classification. 

It starts off awkwardly and lets 
itself down for the finale. Bad 
piece of picking for the introduc- 
tory item. It’s the Roxy (here 
changed to Loew) deluxe service 
blackout. It failed to get a chuckle 
out of the Orpheum gathering. 

Closing bit, an ensemble tap nov- 
elty with a plate tossing twist, is 
fast and exciting but not enough to 
give the turn a bang-’em-up flour- 
ish. Nevertheless, the presence of 
Bertie justifies its spotting on any 
bill of what is left of the medium, 
or even better, time. Odec. 


REIS, IRVING and REIS 
Comedy, Dancing 

14 Mins.; One 

Orpheum, New York 

Here is an interesting attempt to 
simulate the one-iime hilarity of 
Clayton, Jackson and Durante. So 
far embryonic and by no means 
™possessing the verve and spon- 
taneity of the C-J-D trio, but mak- 
ing a good start. The new trio, 
even unto their individual builds go 
some distance in their simulation, 
with one handicap being the lack of 
an Eddie Jackson voice. 

The singing, or what there is of 
it here, outside of the Durante bit, 
is negligible. The dancing is nifty 
and the comic is as near a Durante 
double as almos- can be expecte*. 
The boys were on next to shut and 
fared very well when caught. Yet, 
there seemed to be an under cur- 
rent among the audience as of re- 
sentment that anybody should think 
he can replace Schnozzola. The boy 
in this trio, did not get the recep- 
tion his efforts at duplicating a 
famed character, might ordinarily 
receive, although scoring. 

They use as much of the C-J-D 
stuff as possible, even unto swatting 
each other with hats. That same 
old Durante interference during the 
other boys’ work with chatter and 
gags, is also duplicated, and for a 
finale they do ‘Personality Joe.’ 

Shan. 


BAILEY and COWAN (2) 
Instrumerial, Vocal 

7 Mins.; One 

Downtown, L. A. 

For a good 10 years, Bill Bailey, 
banjoist, and Lynn Cowan, pianist 
and vocalist, have been going their 
individual ways. Now they are re- 
united, and present an act that has 
lost none of its oldtime pep, and 
pbility to entertain. Bailey, with a 
semi-dumb pan, picks the banjo as 
fn the days of yore, and Cowan has 
fost none of his cleverness at the 
ivories, as well as retaining a pleas- 
ing voice, with an effective style of 
delivery. 

Duo open with Cowan warbling a 
down South number, while accom- 
panying himself, ard aided by 
Bailey’s banjo. Next vocalization is 
} comedy harem number that reg- 
isters solidly. Bailey follows with a 
banjo medley, working up to a hot 
finish, and the pair wind up their 
altogether too short turn with a 
topical song about the silver dollar 
that hits home. 

A corking good act that wil fit in 
any vaude bill. Edwa. 


ROBBINS FAMILY (5) 

Acrobatic 

8 Mins.; Three 

Academy, N. Y. 

, Not only not in the files, but this 


looks like a new act in spite of 
smooth finish. Turn really consists 
of two young men and two girls 


who open with a dance, followed by 
a solo by one of the girls. An elderly 
man introduced as the head of the 


family. He does a little talk, then 
sits out most of the remainder of 
the act. 

The younger people turn loose a 
nice routine of ground tumbling 
with twists that got a big hand for 
the individual bits; which is not 
the usual thing at this house. 
Smartly costumed and well routined, 
it's a good number one for any 
theatre, but hardly a closer since 
the turn lacks the requisite hurrah 
finish. Chic. 


AQUINALDO’S ENTERTAINERS 

(19) 

Band Flash 
21 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum, New York 

Aquinaldo and his music show to 
best advantage when interpreting 
native music. Apparently a Filipino 
outfit, this string septet, supported 
by a line of 10 American dancing 
girls, and a Spanish or Mexican 
type ballroom dance pair, presents 
an orderly and interesting flash that 
should be accorded consideration 
almost anywhere. 

Could be easily blended into stage 
show units also. What it lacks is 
some good interpreter of American 
tunes to round out. Aquinaldo’s 
voice is rich and strong. A tenor, 
he knows how to sing his native 
songs, but in rendering American 
tunes presents a frustrated effort. 
Shown when he attempts ‘Farewell 


to Arms.’ Setting is stationary 
against a hacienda hanging. Simple 
lighting. 

In their current’ presentation, 


looks like a mistake for the band 
to move down from their pyramided 
platform in the rear of the stage, 
so soon after the line girls open and 
attempt an overture. Bad spot for 
that overture, after Aquinaldo has 
already sung one song and the girls 
in colorful Spanish ruffle dresses 
and shawls do one of those whirling 
dances, Three numbers for the 
girls, one a rumba. 

Mixed pair of ballroom dancers, 
of the Spanish type also, and who 
have been seen before, perform in 
specialty fashion and okay, doing 
Spanish waltz stuff and tango. Only 
that gold cloth gown worn by the 
girl towards the finish doesn’t look 
exactly fitting: 

Finished on a five-act bill here 
for okay results. Shan, 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Once a sturdy vaudeville cham- 
pion, the Palace is trying to restore 
itself with vaude fans under differ- 
ent auspices after having tried a 
number of policies. When the house 
gave up two-a-day straight vaude, 
it started to run in many directions 
without ever really trying to reach 
the goal-of any of the trails it set 
out on. After RKO determined to 
stick out the course it’s now chart- 
ing, it now appears house will close 
down June 9. 


Policy is second run pictures, at 
pop prices, following deluxe first-run 
at the Music Hall, plus a five-act bill 
of vaude running around $2,000 in 
cost. After much inter-RKO med- 
dling on policy for the Palace, it 
appears agreement was reached 
to play vaude, under. the current 
policy, throughout the summer. 
Again something upsets plans. 

This week Pal plays ‘A Bedtime 
Story’ (Par), with Maurice Che- 
valier. After its four weeks at the 
Rivoli, absorption of Chevalier fol- 
lowers is about over and, except for 
the slight difference in prices, the 
incentive to go to the Palace on ac- 
count of the picture alone is not 
expected to be very assertive. 

Business on Saturday afternoon 
would not indicate that the picture, 
the vaude or the admission scale 
were drawing. Attendance was 
away off. This may be partly ex- 
plained by the Decoration Day 
week-end which took many people 
out of town Friday night and Sat- 
urday morning. Very warm weather 
also apparently hurting business all 
over town. Vaude lineup is neither 
strong box office nor strong enter- 
tainment, but does not disappoint. 

Headliner is the Diamond Bros., 
who always succeed in registering 
properly. These boys are firm 
stanchions of a big-time vaudeville 
that has long since lost its standing, 
but if ever revived they'd be ready 
to serve the highest demands, The 
Diamonds are good, clean fun in a 
fast manner. They are vaudevillians 
reminiscent of another’ day when 
folks would remark how hard actors 
worked. : 

The Diamonds still. do anything 
but lay down. In the heat of Sat- 
urday they maintained the same 
speed and spirit they would have 
shown if the Pal was still two-a- 
day, with plenty of perspiration ac- 
cumulated by the time they were 
ready to bow off. 

Brothers carry a couple gags peo- 
ple have stopped laughing at, but in 
the way they handle themselves and 
their material, audiences find no 
fault with this. That sailor knock- 
down routine is still there and 
probably will be as long as the Dia- 
monds play vaude. 

From the billing outside one 
would think this was jewelry week. 
Two of. the acts on the show are 
Casting Pearls, opening, and ‘Living 
Jewels’ closing, First is a casting 
act of four men, the other a novelty 
flash of decided foreign flavor. Both 
acts get by satisfactorily without 
threatening any huzzahs ‘of favor. 

‘Living Jewels’ goes in for pose 
pictures, using five girls who drape 
themselves around set pieces as 
background for the, work of two 
teams, one doing song numbers, the 





combination dances. One 
is Betty Mooney and Dick 
Camp, other Charles Barnes and 
Helen Thompson. Aside from the 
novelty, which is not so much, the 
song duets stand out. 

Middle of the bill holds 
Frances Langford of radio. 
a very pleasing little turn, charac- 
terized by better selection of songs 
and showmanship than the average 
personality from radio, if a person- 
ality, brings before footlights. Miss 
Langford uses one pianist now in- 
stead of two, and Saturday after- 
noon caroled forth a routine of four 
numbers, closer a medley of pops 
nicely arranged. Miss Langford is 
from NBC. She uses the mike, but 
has a voice that doesn’t require 
these mechanics. 

No. 2 act, Britt Wood, another ex- 
ponent of the lowly harmonica from 
which he extracts such classics as 
‘My Hero’ with fealty and in the 
case of ‘My Hero’ a pained expres- 
sion on the face for audience steam- 
up. Wood is a comedian as well as 
a harmonica chewer, and gets a few 
laughs in one way or another, in- 
cluding the gag yodeling attempt. 
Although the hands meted out Sat- 
urday by the flimsy crowd that was 
there served as little criteria, Wood 
did about as well as any of the 
other acts on the bill. : 

It may be pointed out that the pit 
orchestra now at the Palace han- 
dles the scores of acts with par- 
ticular care and effectiveness. This 
is demonstrated most notably this 
week in the playing of the music 
for the Diamond Bros., not easy for 
any orchestra to follow closely. 
Char. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


An accident marred reception to 
the Orpheum bill at the late show 
Friday (change day) night. It was 
only a minute before the final cur- 
tain. The show had been moving 
satisfactory. Aquinaldo’s Enter- 
tainers were spread in semi-circle 
in front of a hacienda cutout with 
the 10 line girls taking up the wings 
and a mixed ballroom dance pair 
performing in center. The two 
were dancing an Argentine tango, 
and in the final whirl the boy failed 
to catch his girl partner accurately 
and she thumped to the floor. He 
tried to pick her up from there and 
go on, but the travelers folded and 
the show was over. 

Aquinaldo’s Entertainers (New 
Acts) are new to the files. That is, 
with exception of the ballroom pair. 


other 
brace 


pretty 
She has 





They, curiously enough, are the 
only known performers in_ this 
group of 19 people. That’s .what 


makes the thing curious. 


The unit is a pretty good finish 
for the current program. Needs 
some pruning. Offered the kind of 
spread-out flash required to round 
out such a program as it is at the 
Orph currently. It looks like the 
wise boys above bore two things in 
mind when assembling the current 
bill. One is that with ‘42d Street’ 
(WB) in on the screen the stage 
end can stand some letdown. Sec- 
ond, Decoration Day falling on the 
following Tuesday gives the house 
odds against any b.o. letdown. Like 
a double week-end. 

The intervening Monday prevents 
an exodus of too many potential 
customers from the neighborhood 
for a holiday week-end, thus af- 
fording the house a chance to cash 
in for holiday trade Tuesday in reg- 
ular fashion. 


What the bill amounts to can best 
be detailed by the fact that Lillian 
Shade is the only marquee lure for 
the stage end. Nothing new to men- 
tion about Miss Shade which al- 
ready hasn’t been told previously. 
Miss Shade takes the middle and 
fitting for her songs. Is over in 
the usually good fashion. 

There’s comedy in the opening 
act. The funny stuff follows 
through to Millard and Marlin, who 
hold the deuce spot. Some more 
laughs come through Reiss, Irving 
and Reiss (New Acts) in next to 
shut. None of the comedy is ac- 
tually hilarious, but there’s enough 
of it and spread around to make 
customers forget the heat outside. 
That means good assembling. 


Three Vardells open. Used to be 
two, but have added a comedy acro- 
bat. That slide trick where one of 
the Vardells falls from a trapeze 
to shoot onto his partner from the 
floor is as thrilling as when it was 
first reported. Opens the show 
smartly. 

Millard and Marlin take a ‘one’ 
stage. They chalk over fair enough. 
Their opening four minutes or so of 
chatter before attempting to tune 
Over 


up vocally sounded. long. 
okay. 
Reiss, Irving, Reiss trio mostly 


simulate the Clayton, Jackson and 
Durante comedy. Although not re- 
corded in the files, have a fast-mov- 
ing turn, trimmed with neat danc- 
ing by two of the boys, besides some 
comedy stuff by the third. Came in 
okay in the next-to-closing position 
to leave the finale spot clear for 
Aquinaldo’s musical stuff. 

Feature takes 89 minutes of the 
current program, with the vaude 
around 73. Trailers and Metrotone 





newsreel round out. Shan, 





STATE, N. Y. 


Slipping off Broadway Friday 
afternoon into the cool recesses of 
a balcony loge was a relief, and the 
show a diversion, for the average 
patrons, It was the hottest day of 
the year, and although a change to 
lower temperatures was forecast for 
the week-end, the out-of-towners 
who visit Broadway on Memorial 
Day will get their money's worth, 

The picture, ‘Looking Forward’ 
(Metro), has the Lionel Barrymore 
name lure, but the stage show is 
really the main entertainment, an 
m.c.’d performance running a full 
hour and a half. Benny Rubin was 
on tap throughout and he didn’t 


miss. One of his interludes with 
what looked like a2 dialect Latin 
stooge, was alone enough. The 
Spaniard, unbilled, proved to be 
Poco Marino. He has been with 
Rubin several times lately and 
should stick regularly. 


But the comedy success fell right 
in the laps of Chick York and Rose 
King. This let ’em have it team 
and aides (Eddie Drake, Coly Worth 
and Herbert Kingsley) continue to 
rate among the surest laugh mak- 
ers on any stage. Perhaps the rea- 
son why Miss King is the most ami- 
able clown of her sex is the fact 
that she can take it—and appar- 
ently likes it. Their daughter seems 
rather demure. In just one bit does 
the family humor crop out from her. 
The kid asks her ma how it hap- 
pened she is a _ blonde—and is 
shooed off. York’s aside to that is, 
that that is another thing he will 
have to worry about. 

Midway, the always pleasant 
Hileen Stanley is spotted. She 
scored and could have remained 
longer. Miss Stanley neatly won- 
dered whether a song makes a 
singer, or a singer makes a song. 

Closing after York and King came 
Don Bestor and his well-teamed 
bandsmen,. Turn could have played 
another 10 minutes, but was kept 
within the show's’ time limit. 
State’s routine seems to call for a 
band act finallying, when on the bill. 
Seemed Bestor would have pepped 
the performance better in the mid- 
dle, since York and King can go on 
in any position. Stetson the high- 
hat juggler okay for an opener. 
Preisser Sisters deuce, landed nicely 
through June’s acrobatics. Some 
pep, that kid. Ibee. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, May 26. 

It’s the miseries for the two ace 
vaude spots in town these days, due 
to the sudden scarcity of standout 
stage attractions. They’ve fallen 
back on bands once more, and it’s 
bands, bands, and more bands, week 
after week, until the orchestras 
have just about lost their boxoffice 
potency. This indie spot particu- 
larly has had the band complex. 

Currently the orchestra holding 
forth is Harold Stern’s group out 
of the Hotel Biltmore, New York, 
with that Biltmore angle played up 
beaucoup in all ads and stage talk. 
This appearance locally marks 
Stern’s first in-person showing in 
about six months, and there were 
several rusty spots in the routine at 
the opening show Friday. Nothing 
serious, however, and a little bit of 
ironing here and there will soon 
straighten things out, since basic- 
ally, Stern has a genuinely enter- 
taining act. It’s a rather small band 
but the boys know how to turn out 
real music, and backed with some 
fine specialties and neat comedy 
ideas, fhey round out a pleasant 35- 
minute turn. 

That 35 minutes is a coin-saving 
idea in itself, and a sales angle ex- 
tra since it means, at this house, the 
saving of the ~-st of an extra turn; 
the Hipp currently is using four 
acts instead of the usual five. 

Other than the Stern, there’s 
nothing particularly strong to this 
show as exhibited at the first per- 
formance, though the number deuce 
spot, under the tag of Bloom, Ku- 
chuk and Kay (good ol’ Fanchon & 
Marco), have that certain something 
in their heke comedy work. The 
boys look familiar in their knock- 
about routine. Given a decently 
crowded house they should ruin 
with their clowning. Matt and Her- 
man open weakly with the trampo- 
line work, the routine being hurt 
badly by the lady’s loquaciousness. 
Too much talk in a strictly action 
routine, 

Bob LaSalle, in the third groove 
with a gal and a stooge misses most 
of the laughs with an act that still 
cries for so. .e re-writing. 

Closing was Stern’s crew. There’s 
Bill Smith, as chief announcer. 
Smith has something on the ball, 
particularly a diction and a delivery 
that spells class, especially when 
juxtaposed to the lingo delivered by 
Stern, who is still studying to be a 
dialectician. 

With Smith at the mike, the band 
goes in for comedy and has some 
worthwhile ideas, based strictly on 
comic impersonations, several of 
which are excellent. Smith does an 
excellent talking Rudy Vallee and 
a weak George Givot. Ted Meza, 
the spitting twin of Jack Mulhall, 
forfherly of the films and latterly 
of vaude, does that impression with- 
out a miss and further contributes 
a pretty good Jimmy Durante. 

Dancing team, Minor and Root, 
have two numbers, both on the 
tango order, first to a Cuban ditty 
and finally to ‘Bolero. There is a 
certain stiffness in their delivery, 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


Plenty of people on 14th Street 
Saturday afternoon, but they either 
stayed there or went home. They 
were not flocking into the Academy 
in spite of the sign which told the 
cooler was turned on. For the sec. 
ond show the house was scanty 
with small prospects for the supper 
crowd. Possibly the picture (‘sij). 
ver Cord’) lacked the sex appeal 
and Walter Powell’s band on the 
vaude end is hardly a marquee 
draw, but it was a pretty good show 
and enjoyed ty those few present. 

Opens with the Robbins Family 
(New Acts) in a swell routine of 
twists and turns. Two nice-looking 
girls and two clean-cut young men 
with a dad, all the same as the hoof. 
ing turns, but with dad doing less 
work. A departure from the usual 
acro turn both in style of stuff ana 
dressing. Costumes are clean and 
snappy, though down here they 
like more legs with their acro work. 
But that did not hurt the applause, 

Joe Wg as the follow-up made 
his big score with his Calloway imi- 
tation. Chinaman doing the Hare 
lem writhes seemed to hit the fun- 
nybone and they went for it. He 
could have had a third chance had 
he wanted it. The audience was 
willing. Wong is improving in 
showmanship, and his unctuous 
good nature lands him over solidly. 

Red Donahue and Uno is one 
trained mule act that did not lay 
them out in the aisles. Mule is 
well trained; better than most, and 
has one trick that’s a chuckle, but 
what puts the mule stuff over is the 
stooge riders, and Donahue puts all 
his faith into one blackface come- 


dian. He’s a good comedian, but 
he’s not enough. Act over only 
mildly. 


Harry Savoy has a smooth way 
with jokes, but his pokes are too 
lowdown to go over smoothly. Some 
of them got laughs, but others were 
over the heads, which was just as 
well. Strictly for those places 
where they like ’em rough. Girl 
helps some, but they let them go 
home without protest. 

Powell closes with his band work. 
Crazy comedy got over here, but 
the band could be worked into 
something of more general appeal 
if the seltzer siphons were cut out. 
His best bit is a quartet of French 
horns, which might be built up, but 
the rough stuff is a handicap with 
those who appreciate good music, 
No added acts, and a girl dancer 
might have helped along, but he 
got through nicely without. 

Film is ‘Silver Cord’ (Radio) the 
newsreel and interminable trailers. 
Vaude fills a flat hour, with the 
show a little short of the usual two 
and a half hours, but not much. 

Chic. 


MIRROR,HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, May 23. 


Current craze for using radio acta 
in vaude houses has spread to Hole 
lywood. At this house, currently, 
the Covered Wagon Jubilee, instrue 
mental and vocal sextet from radio 
station KMTR, augmented by Char- 
lie Leland, former KFWB comic, is 
providing 45 mins. of diversfied 
stage fare, much of which is good. 
The eight men comprise the entire 
stage show, and work hard all the 
way through. 

Jubilee boys were caught several 
weeks ago, on the occasion of their 
vaude break-in at Warners Down- 
town. At that time the boys dem- 
onstrated a lack of stage experi- 
ence, but in the interim they have 
progressed, and aside from a few 
futile attempts at comedy, where 
seriousness is demanded, the outfit 
clicks rather handily. i 

Addition of Leland to the outfit, 
to fill a 10-minute interlude near 
the close of the program, was a 
happy thought, and added the nec- 
essary class comedy to make the 
act something worth while. 

Jubilee boys, with the exception 
of Stewart Hamlin, who presents the 
act, vocalizes and m.c.’s, are all 
proficient instrumentalists, and 
have pleasing voices of the Texas 
range type. Their selections run 
largely to music of the plains, with 
some of the classics thrown in for 
good measure. There’s some mighty 
good harmonizing, a lot of hoe- 
down stuff on the violins, some ex- 
ceptionally good yodelling by Bob 
Hathaway, and other typical cowboy 
brand of entertainment. All wear 
‘dude ranch’ cowboy outfits. 

Leland is a droll comedian whose 
monolog is full of real hokum. For 
a finish he does various dance 
steps, switching as the instrument- 
alists go into various tunes with- 
out previous warning. It was & 
mop-up. 

Hamlin’s voice is a little too pro 
nounced to fit in with present day 
vaude, but otherwise the act is sure- 
fire for those who like the radio 
style of entertainment. . 

On screen ‘Phantom Broadcast 
(Mono) and news. Biz at second 
night show better than usual. 

Edwa. 











but it gets across nicely. On the 
whole a good band turn that can 
g0 anywhere. They play pop mu- 
sic with rhythm and style, clown 
without self-consciousness and with 


good humor and worth 35 minutes 
of anybody's time. 
‘Constant Woman’ (KBS) feature. 





Biz weak first show Friday. 
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ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


In its third week of experiment- 
ing with the presentation idea here 
RKO is offering alternating leaders 
for the stage-band unit. Phil Fa- 
pello has been brought up from the 
pit and his men merged with the 


Horace Heidt aggregation. The 
gharing of baton honors gives 
Heidt all the orchestra solos as well 
as the cueing of two line numbers 
and his own collection of side spe- 
cialists, while the regular house 
conductor does the officiating for 
Joan Blondell, Joe and Jane Mc- 
Kenna and a bit of clowning by Bert 
Walton and his warbling stooge. 
It’s an arrangement that works out 
gmoothly and happily all around. 

With the mob that at the first 
Saturday n.atinee jammed the lower 
floor and made it a well-populated 
region upstairs, despite the swelter- 
jing temperature of the day, every- 
thing they dished out was hotsy- 
totsy plus. Heidt, on his third week 
here, showed the old deft touch and 
put his portion of the proceedings 
through the initiation rites with a 
deftness and precision that left 
nothing to cavil about. However, it 
was a little hard for the back of the 
house to catch some of his an- 
nouncements, and perhaps it 
wouldn’t be amiss if Heidt can’t 
step up his oral volume naturally, 
to furnish him with a mike. 

It was a show that built up nicely 
and at no time threatened to droop 
from item overloading or off dove- 
tailing. Stage performance caught 
ran. an hour and 15 minutes and 
held them intact. For screen fare 
there is ‘The Silver Cord’ (Radio). 
Reception audience gave Joan Blon- 
dell on the walkon made it evident 
what gave this house an abnormally 
strong Saturday business. 

Unveiling of the stage show hada 
Heidt and the band giving the 
works to an all brass arrangement, 
with the house line of 16 girls fol- 
lowing for an anatomical gyration 
to the strains of ‘Manhattan Sere- 
nade.’ Though the thing could have 
been more effectively routined and 
cut, the customers liked it and re- 
warded it generously. Next 10 min- 
utes went to Heidt’s own retinue of 





talent, with each, right down 
through the banjo virtuoso, the 
youngster crooner and the imper- 


sonators of radio, stage and screen 
names, clicking in a big way. 
Interpolated here was the Joe and 
Jane McKenna turn, whose hodge- 
podge of rough-and-tumble clown- 
ing knocked them silly. Past few 
years has seen this pair making 
rapid headway with their highlight, 
the adagio travesty, developed to a 
laugh collecting point with few 
peers of its kind. On the heels of 
this rousing return came the band 
and a chorusing vocalist in a ‘Boy 
of Mine’ arrangement that dragged 
in for its climax a string of war- 
scene clips flashed on a scrim. It’s 
an awkwardly contrived bit and 
could be omitted to the advantage 
of the number. 
A waltz routine by the line with 
Toots Morris, a comely lass, and 
Heidt doing an obligato whirl by 
their loneselves, and then came the 
opportunity for Bert Walton and an 
ashen-complexioned lad, destribed 
as the warbling winner of an RKO 


original the response gave the carte 
blanche, together with an extra vote | 
for the Walton aid’s neat tenor. 

Walton also did well by Joan/! 
Blondell as her feed. Results belied | 
first appearances. It was an odd | 
combination, but Walton’s skill de- | 
rived from heaps of experience at | 
pacing them and giving them the | 
general business built up each gag 
in their exchange to hefty propor- 
tions. They took to the screen girl 
here unanimously from the start 
and showed no hesitation in giving 
her everything they had in the way 
of admiration of her looks and stage 
deportment, laughs for her lines and 
applause for the hogdenish spasm 
of stepping she unlimbered for her 
finish. 

Closing the event was a military 
arrangement by the line and Heidt’s 
whirlwind manipulation of the 
drum-major’s baton, Odec. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 26. 
acts this week. No particu- 
RKO just had an extra 
Business 


Six 
lar reason. 
turn handy and put it in. 
started poorly Friday and presaged 
another red-splashed gross follow- 
ing last week. Summer seems to 
have arrived, and none of the in- 
door showmen around town expect 
the World’s Fair to help. 


James Dunn is the headliner. A 
bit nervous was James, but easy 
to like for all of that and maybe a 
little bit cause. of it. Dunn spent 
seven weeks in the varieties last 
year, but this is his first date on 
the present excursion. Needless to 
say, vaudeville will do plenty for 
his poise in public. He starts with 
the advantage of not trying too 
hard, His nerves don’t tie him 
into knots. He remains boyishly 
attractive throughout. His turn, 
while no wow, is brief and pleasant. 

Venita Gould also reminded the 
audience of Hollywood by the num- 
ber of her imitations of film celebs. 
Always a fine trouper, Miss Gould 
made a not very populous audience 
respond heartily, and she added 
further lustre to her good sense by 
not yielding to a speech, 
sill ran oddly and was probably 
changed. later. Here it was as 
caught: Mangean’s Internationals, 
Vox and Walters, Venita Gould, 
James Dunn, Adler and Bradford, 
and George Beatty. That was a 
strange place for Beatty, although 
he’s capable of delivering satisfac- 
tion to any bill from any spot. 

Mangean turn is speedy and 
dressed differently to qualify as 
useful vaudeville. Vox and Walters 
is a carbon copy of Walter Walters 
and Co. Or maybe it’s the other 
way round. Anyhow, the two acts 
shouldn’t play the same house so 
close together. Vox an: Walters 
did okay. 

Paramount picture this week be- 
-ause Dunn is in ‘Girl in 419’ and 
because Balaban & Katz was will- 





ing to let the Palace have it. 
Land. 
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| 
opportunity contest, to ply the cus- | W 
a with a few laughs. Walton HOLLY OOD, L. A. 
made that ashen complexion the 
co Holl 0 ay 25. 
central butt of his raillery and This } » } om ae = a 
though the line wasn’t especially | ‘ house has been striving to 


bring back vaude. But from indica- 


tions of present bill, little attention 
has been given to the basic princi- 
ples of variety entertainment in as- 
sembling the ghow. It is easy 
enough to take a group of specialty 
performers and put them out on a 
stage to do their turn and let it go 
at that. However, with this kind 
of negligence, that endeavor to re- 
habilitate the vaude type of enter- 
tainment will bring no results and 
cause both the patron and house 
operator to say that vaude is the 
nuts and forget about it. 

The current bill is practically one 
of the reasons why the customers 
are going to tire, if some one does 
not use a bit more discretion in ar- 
ranging the bills for this house, or 
the other theatres around town 
which are striving to rehabilitate 
the variety shows. Present bill 
costs around $1,200 and in its en- 
tirety is no bargain. It has just 
one high spot in the layout, and that 
is Lamberti, next to closing, doing 
his standard comedy xylophone of- 
fering, that goals the buyers now as 
it did for years and years on the big 


time. Lamberti is a good audience 
milker and just makes them like 
every morsel of conversation he 


doles out in his 13 minutes on the 
rostrum as a show stopper. 

Balance of tiie bill is more remi- 
niscent of the picture-house pres- 
entation policy, where the so-called 
high spots are culled out and shot 
at the patrons at short intervals. It 
was apparent here that the per- 
formers figured the vaude date was 
just an interval between layoffs, so 
paid little attention to rounding out 
their offering along vaude fare lines. 
The answer was that three out of 
the other four turns on the bill were 
just on and off and helped little to- 
ward providing sterling variety en- 
tertainment for the capacity lower 
floor attendance on the opening 
matinee, 

First thing that will have to be 
corrected in this house is the mat- 
ter of conforming to a spirit of the 
performance overture. Max Fisher 
has a crew of eight men in the pit, 
besides Gaylord Carter at the or- 
gan, for the prelude harmony. 
However, he, too, has the picture- 
house idea of what the pit must do, 
and started off with a waltz medley 
ending with a ballad sung by the 
bass-tiddle player. It was slow, and 
when the drapes parted for the ini- 
tial turn, Webster and Moreno, 
aided by Hilles and Flint, it was 
just a lull. There is a type of mu- 
sic that can stimulate the start for 
any flash act and that should be 
rendered to put both the patrons 
and performers in a receptive mood 
for what is coming. 

Opening turn starts off with Hilles 
and Flint, mixed dancing combo, 
rendering a rather mild apache. 
Then come Webster and Moreno, 
with acrobatic gyrations, after 
which the former duo does a little 
adagio work. This gives the fea- 
tured male duo on the act a chance 
to burlesque their endeavors for the 
finish. Act is a true example of 
presentation house offering, as It 
lacks a finish. 

Next are Al Nord and Jeanie, a 
fat chap and woman midget. Lat- 
ter: characterizes a precocious child 
swapping wisecracks with an adult. 
Conversation used is mostly off 
color and takes away from the en- 
deavors of the woman, Man works 
as a feeder, strumming a banjo dur- 
ing conversation gaps, with the girl 
finishing with a ballad and snake 
hip body movement. Here again is 
an iHlustration where the picture- 
house assemblage technique is used 
in selling material. 

Middle of the bill finds King, King 
and King, three men doing tap, clog 
and wing hoofing, with not much 
variation in material. Boys dress 
in evening clothes, with coats cov- 
ering their front and adding spats 
to their regalia, which is entirely 
contrary to drawing-room etiquette. 
They are good hoofers, and were 
they to blend solo specialties into 
their offering it would easily regis- 
ter as a deuce turn on any vaude 


bill. 
Closing the show after Lamberti 
are the Flying Bartlettse, mixed 


couple on the flying ladder doing 
ring body gyrations. The act is 
rather slow in most of its execu- 
tion, but comes to a fast climax 
with ladder work. 

‘Little Giant’ (WB) is the screen 
feature and can possibly be credited 
for a greater portion of the draw 
house enjoys this week. Ung. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 25. 

Typical oldtime vaude show here 
this week, with one of the best bal- 
anced bills the house has had in 
months. It’s corking good fare, and 
incidentally marks the return to the 
variety stage, after a lapse of 10 
years, of Bill Bailey and Lynn 
Cowan, in a modern version of their 
old musical-singing turn. 

Distinct novelty opening act pre- 
sents a quintet of trainéd goats, 
who are put through their paces by 
an attractive femme, with a man 
assisting. Animals are exception- 
ally well trained and register, par- 


' ticularly the pole-walking stunt by 


one of the goats, 
Bailey and Cowan (New Acts) 
have the deuce spot, and their seven 
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| Minutes of music and song seemed 
| very short. Another number 
; wouldn't hurt 

In trey spot are four members of 
;}the O’Connor Family, minus, as 
|} usual in these parts, through state 
| law restrictions the youngsters 
|} who give much of the kick to the 
jact. Mother, daughter and two sons 
put on a variety of dancing that is 
class all the way through. The 
young boy should eliminate the cas- 
tor-oil gag, as he’s too clever a 
hoofer to have to resort to cheap- 


ening comedy attempts. 

Ryan and Noblette have the next- 
to-close spot and deliver their cus- 
tomary comedy with telling effect. 
Miss Noblette’s crying song contin- 
ues to be a mopup, and her panties 
bit never fails to draw howls. 

Shaffer and Goodrich, acrobats, 
wind up the vaude portion with a 
bang. Boys use a special drop de- 
picting the deck of a steamer, and 
are garbed as sailors. They do ris- 
ley, balancing and top-mounting, 
with a rolling hand balance that’s a 
darb. 

‘Little Giant’ (WB), news, cartoon 
and travelog on screen. Lower floor 
near capacity at opening perform- 
, ance today. Edwa. 


Keith’s, Philly, Out 


May 29. 
Keith’s theatre (Sablosky & Mc- 
Gurk), street, closed 
suddenly for the season last Sat- 
this giving only two 
days showing to its last picture 
and vaudeville bill. House had 
been previously reported as fold- 
ing, but then word came that it 
would try for at least another 
week. On Thursday word came 
that only two days were left. 


Philadelphia, 


on Chestnut 


urday night, 


Keith’s generally closes for the 
summer, not having a_ cooling 
plant, but the premature closing 


this year was aggrevated by recent 
difficulties with the stage hands. 

Walnut, which also operates on a 
low admittance scale basis, with 
pop vaudeville and pictures, has 
also had union difficulties and has 
been picketed for the last two 
weeks. It is continuing, however, 
with its bi-weekly programs, 





RKO Loses a Point in. 
Detective’s Libel Suit 


RKO circuit and the Palace, N. 
Y. lost their first move against the 
$100,000 libel action brought = by 
Charles Kerin, private detective, 
when Supreme Court Justice Ham- 
mer last week turned down the de- 
fendants’ motion to dismiss on the 
ground that plaintiff didn’t state 
sufficient cause of action. 

Kerin claims his reputation was 


damaged when the Palace dis- 
played in its lobby certain news- 
paper clippings mentioning him 


while Peggy Rich and Don DeRuy- 
ter were playing a week at the 
house. Clippings, containing testi- 
mony of the Rich divorce trial, 
quoted the attorney for Freddy 
Rich, CBS staff maestro, as assail- 
ing Kerin as a ‘human polecat,’ etc. 
Use of these published epithets for 
commercial display, Kerin charges, 
constitutes libel. 





Old-Home Week 


Milwaukee, May 29. 

Milwaukee played host the past 
week to three home town celeb- 
when Spencer Tracy, Lenore 
and Gilda Gray were among 
those present. 

Spencer Tracy came to attend 
the wedding of his brother, Carroll, 
and Dorothy Sullivan, of Milwau- 


rities 
Ulric 


kee. 

Lenore Ulric appeared at the 
Davidson for three days in ‘Hard 
Boiled Angel.” Miss Ulric began 


her career locally with stock com- 
panies. 

Gilda Gray, who has just become 
a bride for the third time, returned 
home Saturday for a twoweeks’ 
appearance at the Palms, Mus- 
kego Beach, which is going in for 
floor shows in the biggest palm 
garden in the state. Gilda made her 
first appearance in Milwaukee's 
south side night clubs. 


Mills’ Loew Dates 


Mills Bros. 
Loew in July, with 
the Bronx Paradise. After that it’s 
a tour of all the circuit’s metro- 
politan houses, and Washington and 
Baltimore to follow. Don Redmond’s 
unit will be included. 

Possibilities are that the harmony 
brothers will resume for Procter & 
Gamble when that soap account re- 
sumes its network connection in the 
fall 





are set to resume for 
their first stop 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (June 1) 
THIS WEEK (May 25) 


Numerals in connection with bills below inc.cate opening cay of 


show. whether full or split week 


Picture Theatres 


ee 





Jandall Co 
Hubert Dyer Co 
Collette Lyons Ce 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (26) 
Ray Bolger 


Gus Van Nat Haines 

‘Int'national House’| Mystery Tenor 
Roxy (26) S J Kaufman 

Donald Novis ‘Adorable’ 

Renoff & Renova PHILADELPHIA 

5 Elgins Fox (26) 

3 Rio Bros 

Dave Schooler Marty May 


‘Night and Day’ Jean Carroll 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (3) 

Bob Ripa 

Gene Dennis 

(Three yaad 


(27) 
4 Casting Pearls 
Britt Wood 
Frances Langford 
Diamond Boys 
Living Jewels 
Academy 


DES MOINES 


Keith’s 
Ist half (3-6) 
Thurston 


Ist half (27-30) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
HEMPSTEAD 
ist half (27-30) 

Crystal 3 

Murray & Irwin 
Sully & Houghton 
Bob Hall 





MONTREAL 
Loews (2) 
Rector & Doreen 
Ace King & Q 
H Hutchins Co 
Seed & Austin 

Lester Cole Co 
NEWARK 
State (2) 

Rae Huling Co 

Brookins & Van 

Joe Merris Co 

Street Singer 

Johnny Hyrell Co 

NEW ORLEANS 
State (2) 
Blondes & B 


Tyler Mason 
Cass Mack & O 
PALISADES PARK 
Loews (2) 
George Gordan 
Aerial Cromwells 
Donals Sis 
PROVIDENCE 
Loews (2) 
Paul Remos 
Stratford & M’berry 
Francis White 
Ross & Edwards 
DeToregos 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (2) 





Grace Johnston 


Whoopee 








THIS 





GEORGE DORMANDE 


at 
FOX’S BROOKLYN 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 


WEEK 














ist half (3-6) 
Jim Wong Co 
Brooks & Philson 
Buster Shaver 
Harold Boyd Co 
Rajah Raboid 

2d half (7-9) 
Don Redman’s Rev 

2d half (31-3) 
Aussie & Czech 
Wood & O’Connor 
Weist & Stanton 
Boreo 
Bennington Bd 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (3) 
Hall & Dennison 
Living Jewels 
(Three to fill) 

(27) 
Horace Heidt Or 
Joan Blondell 
Bert Walton 
J & J McKenna 
Prospect 
Ist half (3-6) 
Foy & Marsh 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (31-2) 
Judson Cole 
Milo 
(Two to fill) 
ALBANY 
Palace 
1st half (3-6) 
Rita Royce Co 
2 Daveys 
Carl Shaw Co 
Stoopnagle & Bud 
Russian Art Circus 
2d half (31-2) 
Pastine & St Clair 
Foy & Marsh 
Ralph Kirberry 
Mills Gold & Raye 
Great Lester 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (3) 
Buccaneers 
Boice & Marsh 
Diamond Boys 
Barney Rapp Orch 
(27) 


Bob Ripa 
Margot & Robbin 
Bob Hope Co 
Raymond Baird 
Enrico & Novello 
F & J Hubert 


M’lr’'y McN’ce & R 
Jack Pepper 
Tom Patricola Co 
Adelaide Hall Rev 
(One to fill) 

(26) 


Mangean Co 
Vox & Walters 
Venita Gould 
James Dunn 
Adler & Bradford 
George Beatty 
DAVENPORT 
Keith’s 


Gae Co 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
2d half (31-2) 
Thurston 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (27) 
Cab Calloway Bd 
NEWARK 
State (2) 
Carl or Co 


6) 

Don Redman’s Rev 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (1) 

Robbins 3 
Bill Telaak Co 
Duncan Sis 
Henry Behrman 
Don Lee & Trudina 
(25) 
Szita & Anis 
Jack Pepper Co 
Ann Seymour 
Roscoe Ates Co 
Chung Yee Wah Tr‘ 
MAHA 
Keith’s (3) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
ist half (27-28) 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy 
PROVIDENCE 
Albee (3) 
Rath Bros 
Norman Frescott 


Johnny Perkins 
12 —" 


) 

Russian Actors 
El Cota 
B & E Newell 
A Friedland’s Rev 
sIoUX CITY 

Keith’s 
2a half (7-9) 
Thurston 

2a half (31-2) 
Bill Robinson Rev 

ST. PAUL 


Kelith’s (3) 
Cab CaHNoway Bd 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (26) 

Street Singer 
(Others to fill) 
TORONTO 
Hippodreme (2) 
4 Qrtons 
3 Speed Demons 
Clifford & Marion 
Roxy Ens 
Will Mahoney 
(26) 


Seiler & Wills 
Medley & Dupree 
Nick Lucas 
Barto . Mann 
Honey Fam 
TRENTON 

Capitol 

ist half (3-6) 
Great Lester 
(Others to filly 

2a half (31-2) 
Jackson & Gardner 





ist half (27-390) 
Thurston 


Stevens Bros Co 
(Two to fill) 
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WARNER | 





ae pio 


Ritz 

Ist half (26-29) 
Demuth Jewels 
Sizzlers 
Lee Port & D 
Eddie White 
Russiana 
2d half (30-1) 
Wm Demarest 
Jack Shea Orch 
(Two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (1) 
Sid Page Co 
Mel Kiee 
Dave Rubinoff Orch 
(Two to fill) 





(26) 
3 Emeralds 
Ann Greenway 
Lewis & Moore 
Vic Oliver 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (2) 
LaBella Pola 
Berry Bros 
Lillian Shade 
Rimacs 


Ben Dova 

Hall & Dennison 
Chester Fredericks 
Welcome Lewis 
Kelvin Keech 





Fanchon & Marco 








NEW YORK GITY 
Roxy (2) 
Large & Morgner 
Nadine Gae 

Tommy Atkins Co 
Molasses & Jan 
Kay Katya & Kay 
The Kitaros 

Nell Kelly 


BROOKLYN 
Fox 


Harold Stern 
Bill Smith 

5 Elgins 

Renoff & Renova 
Rio Bros 

Dave Krafts 
Eleanor Tennis 
ATLANTA 
Fox (2) 
Benny Ross 
Maxine Stone 
Gregory & Raymon 
Millis & Shea 





BOSTON 
Metropolitan (2) 
Noble Sissle Orch 
(Three to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (2) 
Lucille Page 
Terrell & Fawcett 
Hal Menken 
Foley & Le Ture 
LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (2) 
Dault & La Marr 
Balabanow 6 
Goss & Barrows 
Lowe & Hite 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (2) 
Mullen Sis 
G & J Dormonde 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Ben Dova 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (2) 
Demarest & Sibley 
(Three to fill) 





Provincial 





Week of 
BASCOMBE 
Hi 


Flood & Claire 
Arthur Pond 
Hyde Sis 

Nan Kennedy 
Leon & Kiki 
Johnny Jones 
Talbot O'Farrell 
Valmar @ 


Linga-Singh 
Buicks 
Gunga Din 
Mito 3 
Lilly Moore 
Morris & Cowley 
CARDIFF 
Empire 
Hilton Sis 
Lynn & Alien 
De Haven & Page 
Terrianos 
Clifford & Rhode 
Tom Fagan 
Cal & Nona Kay 
Leslie Strange 
Ara & Zetta 
HULL 
Palace 
Sandy Powell 
Con Kenna & Pilot 4 


May 29 
Jack Henry 


Jack O’Connor 
Peggy Whitty 
Dick Hicks 
Joan Valle 
Frank Lordena 
Sonny Hirst 
Harmonica Bd 


LIVERPOOL 
Empire 


Layton & Johnstone 
Juggling Demons 
Alma Victoria 
Wright & Marion 
Shaw & Stanton 
Jones & Thomas 
Low & Webster 
Muldoon, M & O'S 
Vardelle Bros 


SOUTHAMPTON 
Hippodrome 

Lew Lake's Stars 
Vesta Victoria 
Wilkie Bard 
Marry Champion 
Fred Barnes 
Florence Smithson 
Bob Morris 

Eddie Julian 
Billy French 
Stephan Bartle 


SWANSEA 





James & Ptnr 
Clara Kenyon 


Empire 
Touring Crazy Show 





iv 


Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (2) 

Rae Ellis & L 

Wm Hall 

Gambarelli 

(Two to fill) 
Boulevard 


Ist half (2-5) 
Arthur LeFleur Co 
Raymond Baird 
Harmon & Claxton 
Runaway 4 
Lew Pollack Co 

2d half (6-8) 
Togo & Chico 
Cookie Bowers 
Anne Greenway 
Mills & Green 
Mann, Rob’son & M 

Orpheum 


ist half (2-5) 
Martin & Martin 
Joseph P Jones 
Mills & Green 
3 Sailors 
Dave Harris Co 

2d half (6-8) 
Ghezzis 
Anne Lester Co 
T Patricola & Girls 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Roxy Gang 

Paradise (2) 
Thomas 6 
Cherry & Preisser 
Block & Suily 
Gus Van 

State (2) 

George Prentice 
Gertrude Niessen 
Ray Bolger 
Bernice & Family 
qOne to fill) 


BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave, 
Ist half (2-5) 
Ghezzis 
Reed & LaVere 
Ann Greenway 
Joe May & Dotty 
Mann Robinson Co 
2d half (6-8) 
Olympia’s Winners 


Edith Clifford Co 
Heller & Reilly 
3 Sailors 


Irene Vermillion So 


Metropolitan (2) 
3 Victor Girls 
Collins & Peterson 
Hackett & Carthay 
Yorke & King 


Valencia (2) 
Harry Seamon Co 
Aunt Jemima 
Bert Gordon 
Art Landry Orch 


BALTIMORE 
Century (2) 
Samuels Bros Rev 

Aileen Stanley 
Arnaut Bros 
Dick Powell 
Great Huber 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (2) 
DeGuchis 
Vic Oliver 
Sybilla Bowhan 
Bob Murphy 
Whiteside A & B 
JERSEY CITY 
Toews (2) 
McGowan 3 
Brems Fitz & M 
Benny Rubin 
NTG Rey 








Cabarets 





Biarritz 


Mary Alice Rice 
Sonny Throwbridge 
4 Admirals 
Pancho’s Ore 


Biltmore Hotel 


Harold Stern Orch 
Ann Greenway 


Central P’k Casino 
Eddy Duchin Orch 


Carleton Club 


Trene Bordonl 
Fitzgibbons 
Emil Coleman Orc 


Chateau Internat’! 
Joe Moss Orch 
Will Oakland 
Buddy Kennedy 


Club Mayfair 


Millard & Anita 
Oscar Davis 
Margie Landy 
Madlyn Moore 
Beth Cannon 
Lee 

Al Crawford Orch 
$ Mayfair Beauties 


Connie’s Inn 
Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 





NEW YORK CITY 


Simms & Bowle 
Louise Caok 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 


Cotten Clab 


Ethel Waters 
GD Washington 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Elmer Turner 

4 Flash Devils 
Necodemus 

Alma Smith 
Little Bits 
Bobby Sawyer 
Jimmie Baskette 
Norman Astwood 
Duke Ellington Or 


Club Lido 


Tom Manahan Orch 
Van Sisters 

Gracie Woods 
McCarthy & Payton 


Club Richman 
Jerry Freedman Or 
Al B White 
Gilda Gray 
Francis Faye 

El Chico‘’s 
Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 

Embassy Club 


Helen Morgan 
Jane Vance 





Grace Du Faye 
Bertolino 
4 Cariton Bros 
‘Hold Me Tight’ 
8ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (26) 
W & E Howard 
Eleanor Powell 
Loomis Sis 
Melissa Mason 


BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (26) 
Harold Stern 
Bill Smith 
Beb La Salle 
Bloom Kutchik & K 
‘Constant Woman’ 

BOSTON 
Metropolitan (26) 
George Givot 
Willie West & McG 





‘Adorable’ Helen Gordon 
DETROIT Ross McLean 
Fox (26) Joseph Vitale 
4 Queens ‘Girl in 419° 
Alice Fay 4 Sizzlers 
Henry King Orch Veloz & Yolanda 
Goday’s Bd E Madreguera Orch 
Gypsy Trail D Alberto Tangoists 


Royal Box 
Gloria Grofton 
Loretta Sayres 
Nightingales 
Polly Walters 
Ben Glazer Orch 


Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 
Simplon Club 


Yacht Club Boys 
Larry Siry’s Orch 


Baroness Erzsi 
Louis Hegedush 
Ethel Pastor 
Kokosch Gypsy Or 
Ha-Ha Club 

Dan Healy 

Jack White 
Roth-Andrews Or 
Lillian Fitzgerald 


H'lyw’d R’staurant 
Collette Sis 

Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 
Marquerite & Leroy 
Ted Lewis Orch 


Hotel Lexington St. Moritz Hotel 
Don Bestor Orch Leon Belasco Orch 
Motel Montclair | Alfredo’s Orch 
Gypsy Nina 


Charitey Eckels Or 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Johnny Johnson Or 


St. Regis Hotel 
Vincent Lopez Orcb 


Marden’s Riviera Small’s Paradise 
Joey Ray ‘Black Rhythm’ R 
3 Ritz Bros Nyra Johnson 
Dario & Diane Meers & Norton 
Martha Raye . 3 Speed Demons 
Art Coogan Orch Geo Walker 


Wm Spellman 


Frances Hunt 
3 Palmer Bros 


Monte Carle Mey — pee 
Stan Meyer's Orch me Seeenee ee 
BBB 7 Taft Grill 
mae 5 eats Geo Hall Orch 
anfor ev 
Loretta Sayres The Csarda 
Jones & Linton Karoly Bencze 
3 Nightingales Zsiga Bela 


Jimmy Hadreas 


Mme Ilona deThury 
Great Maurice 


Karoly Nyaray 
Vanity Fair 


Nat Club Jay C Flippen 
ckey pert 
Joe Haymes Orch Sarety Pectin 
Paradise John Donahve 

N T G Rev 3 Bachelors 


Cantor’s Beauts Gertrude Niesen 


Abe Lyman Orch Villa Eugene 
Park Central Hotel} Felix Ferdinando O 
Bert Lown Village Barn 
Rachel Cartes Will Osborne Orch 
Place Pigalle Waldorf-Astoria 
Peggy de Albrew Nina Laughlin 
Verria Burke Jack Denny Orch 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Hangar 
Ruth Pryor (Hotel LaSalle) 


Chas. Kaley 
Joresco & Lydia 
Aber Twins 
Nina Laughlin 


Diana & DeMar 
Deane Janis 
Hal Kemp Orch 


Bismarck Billy Sevrin 
June MacCloy 
B Meek 
eee Pree er Or Johnny Hamp Orcn 
Kerenoft Jeffery Tavern 


Doris Lenihaa 
MacLean Sis 
Vaughn Sis 


Cafe DeAlex 


Alfredo & Dolores 
Marie de la Vega 
Leola Ackman 


Sammy Clark 
Billy Tracy 

Babe Payne 

Ray Parker Orch 
Lincola Tavern 
Ted Weems Orch 
Andrea Marsh 


‘Red’ Ingle 
Enrico Clausi 

; Parker Gibbs 
Dennis O'Neil C Washburn 


E Hoffman Orch 
Chez Paree 
Collette Sis 

4 Albee Sis 

Rose Deering 
Florence & Alvarez 
Doris Robbins 
Ben Pollack Orch 


Club Royale 


Jack Waldron 
Nancy Kelly 
Nellie Nelson 
Mayfield Trio 
Mickey Mac 

Billy Severn 
Murry Brown Ens 
Bennett & Green 
Bernice Marshall 
Killap & Dupree 


Club Shalimar 
Ann Hammond 


Dick Cunliffe 
5 Maxellos 
Baron & Blair 
Sammy Walsh 
6 Lucky Girls 


Minuet Club 


Frank Shermaa 
Art Buckley 
Margaret Lawrence 
Joe Buckley Orch 


Pabst Casino 
(World’s Fair) 
Ben Bernie 

Buddy Rogers 
Guy Lombardo 
Tom Gerun 
Carter Fashion Sho 
Palmer House 
Veloz & Yolonda 
Ella Logan 
Richard Cole Orch 


Helen Nafe Paul Cadieux 
DeRonda & Barry Richard Bennett 
Al Lesing Paramount 


Buddy Lake 
Lou Pearl Orch 


College Inn 


Lola Bartram 
Francetta Malloy 
Lillian Reynolds 


i Billy Carr 
Ben Bernie 
Buddy Rogers Sid ae St, 


Congress Hotel 
(Joe Urban Room) 
Vincent Lopez 

Leo Reisman 
Robert Royce 

Club Lido 
Eliz Kelly 

Gaines & Bell 
Jimmie Noonan Orc 
Edgewater Beach 
Mark Fisher 
Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 


Mary Nevels 
Betty Burnett 
Benny Strong 
Carl Lorraine Orch 


Sky High Club 


Joe Lewis 

Junior Small 
Edwina Mershon 
Francetta Mally 
Morgan & Lowe 
Leo Wolf Orch 
Terrace Gardens 
Lulu Bates 


Art Carroll Loma Ruth 

Frolic’s Connie Bee 

Roy Rita & Roule 

MN rd 
—— Bee Lamberts Ballet 
Loma Ruth Don Irwin Orch 
Lola Bartram Vanity Fair 
Phil Sax 
Dades Joe Wallace 
Billy Severn Bee Jackson 
Murry Brown Ens | Curry & DeSylvia 


Frank Furlett Orch 
Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 

K & H Benda 
Wiki Bird 
Marjorie Lewis 

Al Handler Bd 


Eddie Niebaur Ore 
Charlie Crafts 
Granada 
Sally Osman 
Girard & Peggy 
‘Charisse’ 


Herby Mintz Orch 








Beck Resigns From RKO 





(Continued from page 45) 


summer period, under the theatre 
department's direction. 


Would Run Orpheum 


Beck states he will devote his 
time to his Martin Beck theatre 
(legit), and in the meanwhile, at- 
tempt to make a deal for the Or- 
pheum houses. Harold B. Franklin 
declared a short time ago, after 
Beck had made RKO a proposition 
for an Orph take-over, that Beck 
would not get the western houses, 
and that RKO had decided to retain 
them. 

The return last .ear of Beck to 

vaudeville activity af 2r a 10 years’ 
absence, marked the commencement 
of an RKO policy t at was as anti- 
Beck as it was anti-vaude. As his 
regime progressed it became a 
marat! on comedy of errors, the 
biggest of which was the recalling 
of George Godfrey as booking chief. 
The result was a drop in RKO play- 
ing time within a year of from 50 
weeks to nine weeks. 
The Palace trouble referred to by 
Beck in his letter to Aylesworth 
concerned the con; tant friction be- 
tween Beck a= the theatre heids 
over its -clicies. The Palace was 
one of Beck’s opening wedges in his 
return to the vaude business, and 
specifically to RKO, another being 
his interes: i.. the Orpheum circuit. 
Beck declared the Palace’s straight 
vaude policy out on the grounds it 
was losing too much 1,10ney for the 
house anu himself. That happened 
a year ago, and since then there 
have been six or seven policy 
changes, all of them futile. Since 
dropping straight vaude the Palace 
lost more than previously, and in a 
year hasn't seen morc than two or 
three profitable weeks. 


The Shutdown 


Iminediate cause of Beck’s resig- 
nation is said to be the RKO theatre 
department's decision to go ahead 
with an almost complete shutdown 
of the circuit’s vaude over the sum- 
mer. Prcbability is that only two 
weeks of playing ti~-+ will remain 
open till fall. 

Palace, Chicago, and Albee, 
Brooklyn, are the only two the- 
atres among the 15 now playing 
vaude that are fairly certain to re- 
tain it. 

The closings, if and when decided 
upon on the wholesale basis, will 
commence next week, when two full 
weeks, Boston and the Palace, 
New York, and the split week 
Prospect, Brooklyn, are dropped 
from the books, and be complete 
by June 15. Aug. 15 will be the 
earliest vaude renewal date for any 
of the theatres. 

The vaude shutdown will be de- 
scribed as & summer economy 
move, along with other economy 
changes, backstage and front, in 
the RKO theatres, and in line with 
the past year’s general trend away 
from vaude by the circuit’s theatre 
department. 


Film Spots O.K. 


Franklin stated recently that, in 
his opinion, the RKO circuit is 
rounding int shape as far as 
straight film theatres are concerned, 
but that every vaude house, without 
exception, is showing a loss. 

Nate Blumberg, operating the 
Orpheum circuit practically inde- 
pendent from RKO, is committed 
to play stage attractions, when 
available, in the western theatres, 
but on percentage and beyond the 
influence of the RKO theatre and 
booking departments. These will 
not be orthodox vaude shows, but 
mostly intact tabs and _ boiled 
down legit musicals, and won't ap- 
pear on the regular vaude book. 
In line with the summer playing 
time decline, and also due to the 
book’s present state, RKO is con- 
sidering moving the booking of- 
fice, along with the remainder of 
the staff, out of the spacious ninth 
floor Radio City RKO building 
quarters, which it now occupies, 
to a smaller space somewhere else 
in the building. It may be com- 
bined with the film booking depart- 





100 Club 225 Club 
Aht Harry Rose 
Ethel Norris val Vestoe? 


G & C Herbert 
Walter O'Keefe 
Dora Maughn 
Georgie Taps 
Jules Stein Orch 


Yvonne Morrow 
Mildred Toole 
Earl Rickard 
Dan Alvin Orch 


BOSTON 


Cascades Roof 
Walters Rev 
Carlos & Chita Rey 
Diane LaMar 


Everglades 
3 White Sis 
Keough & Fay 
Carl Moore 


ment upstairs. Whether trimming 
of the overhead will touch the per. 
sonnel is not known to have been 
decided. The booking office has 
been operating at a loss for some 
time. 


RKO, for its present nine weekg 
or so of time, is spending about 
$20,000 a week in vaude salaries 
exclusive of talent for the Music 
Hall, which is booked outside the 
office, This cuts the RKO com- 
mish at the 5% rate to $1,000 a 
week, with no other source of in- 
come, The overhead, including 
Beck’s salary, has b* ~n considerably 
higher. 


Tough Going For 
L. A. Strip Houses 
Despite Low Gate 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Despite the lowest b. o. tariff at 
which stock burley has ever been 
presented locally, downtown houses 
are finding the going tough. Bur- 
bank, one of the pioneer strip 
houses, features two jazz bands be- 
sides a large company of principals 
and chorines, but for several months 
has been dipping constantly into 
the red, 

House nut cannot be shaved be- 
low $1,800 weekly, with the take 
on many weeks running an average 
of less than $200 daily. House is 
once more flooding the town with 
‘complimentary’ admissions, which 
call for the payment of a service 
charge at the gate, trying to insure 
a few dollars in revenue from pros- 
pects attracted by the ‘oakleys.’ 

Prevailing scale for the stock bur- 
ley locally is a dime and 20c. 


MPLS. STAGE BATTLE; 
25 INDIES SHUTTERING 


Minnapolis, May 29. 


In the face of rising farm and 
stock prices and generally improved 
sentiment, about 25 independent 
neighborhood houses here and hun- 
dreds of theatres throughout the 
territory are planning to close tem- 
porarily. 

In an effort to stimulate patron- 
age, the State and Orpheum, ace 
Publix and RKO houses wil resort to 
stage shows. Competition for attrac- 
tions is keen and uw veritable war has 
started. The Orpheum had Thurston, 
the Magician, booked for the week 
of June 10, but the State grabbed 
him away from the opposition. The 
Orpheum immediately booked the 
Marcus Show to oppose Thurston. 
The loop, thus, will have two opposi- 
tion stage shows that week for the 
first time in a considerable period, 
besides Lou Breese’s 24-piece or- 
chestra at the Lyceum, independent 
loop first-run theatre. 

The State begins its stage show 
policy the week of June 3 with Joan 
Blondell in person. 

In addition to the weather, the- 
atrcs here blame the poor business 
on beer’s competition, real estate 
tax payments on May 31, and the 
15¢c neighborhood theatre prices. 














DIAMOND ACQUIRES 6 


Using 37 More Acts Every Week 
End 





Chicago, May 29. 


Billy Diamond agency has added 
six vaudeville houses. They are: 
Lloyd’s Menonimee, Mich; State, 
Eau Claire, Wis; Chateau, Roches- 
ter, Minn; Paramount, St. Cloud, 
Minn; State, Winona, Minn; Patio, 
Freeport, Ill. All of these houses will 
play four acts Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday excepting Freeport which 
will play five. 

Diamond has also added the Ark- 
ansas, Little Rock and will book one 
special attraction weekly. Starters 
are ‘Broadway on Parade’ and ‘Crazy 
People,’ both tabs. Plus a full week 
at the Alhambra, Milwaukee, a split 
week at Keith’s Grand Rapids and 
week end vaude at the State-Rose- 
land, Chicago. Diamond has & size- 
able indie vaude line-up. 


Bellit Asks Discharge 


Henry Bellit, vaude 
agent, is taking the route throug 
bankruptcy. 

He filed a petition last week list 


producer- 








Lou Ashe Alice O'Leary 
Billy Dougal Billy Dooley Orch 
Herb Marsh Orch Show Boat 


Betty Worth Jimmy McHale Or 


ms 


ing his liabilities at $4,785 and 
sets as none. 
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15 YEARS AGG 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





playing towns with mu- 
facteries reporting poor 
business. Plenty of money but 
everyone working overtime  s80 
couldn’t spend it. 


Shews 
nitions 





British Board of Trade put an 
embargo on U. BS. pictures unless 
they had propaganda value. Brit- 
ish market represent 25% of the 
income of American producers, and 
they were worried. 





Shakeup on the Triangle lot in 
Hollywood put H. O. Davis out and 
Harry Aitken in. Heading toward 
the final smash. 





Major Funkhouser, of the Chi- 
eago police, suspended as picture 
censor. Nobody sorry but Funk- 
houser. 





‘Variety’ announced the engage- 
ment of ‘Cuddles’ for Lasky pic- 
tures adding, ‘The girl, who is now 
13, will be known as Lila Lee.’ 





Claude Saunders, then a legit ad- 
vance man, was getting his first 
taste of picture work as Chicago 
agent for ‘Hearts of the World.’ 
Campbell Casad also on the same 
assignment, 





Pat Powers was reported to be 
80 well satisfied with his new raw 
stock venture that he was con- 
sidering quitting Universal. (P. S., 
he quit Universal.) 





Internal Revenue men checking 
N. Y. box offices. Figured the 
treasurers were not doing right by 
our Uncle Sam. 





‘Clipper’ reported a _ concerted 
movement on the part of producers 
to hold film stars to $400 or less 
a week, Bright dream that faded. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








A. H. Warren was suing Salmi 
Morse, who had vainly endeavored 
to produce the Passion Play, for his 
salary. Was to have doubled King 
Herod and Pontius Pilate for $100 
a week. 





Barnum & Bailey show got off to 
& bad start in Phila. but it did $80,- 
113 in its closing week. Barnum 
supplied the figures, however. The 

revious year the show had done 

69,115.85 in its best week there 
with the top week for 1882 a nice 
$74,051 in Boston. 





Gus Hill, then a club swinger, was 
heading a show through the one- 
night stands on Long Island, Un- 
der canvas. 





Modjeska closed her season in San 
Francisco and went to her ranch in 
that state. 





Daly’s ‘7-20-8,’ which ‘Clipper’ 
slammed on its premiere, had been 
80 successful that Arthur Rehan was 
arranging to tour it the coming sea- 
son, 





Some of the theatres announced 
& late curtain for May 24 to permit 
Prospective patrons to see the fire- 
works which marked the opening of 
the Brooklyn Bridge. 





Richard Mansfield was making a 
long stride to the success that later 
was his with his performance in ‘A 
Parisian Romance.’ Regarded then 
48 merely a rising young actor. 





Success of Ida Simmons’ burlesque 
troupe was attracting attention. A 
dozen similar type shows an- 
Mounced for the fall Eventually 
developed into burlesque. 





Vaude managers were coming up- 
town. Another quit the Bowery for 
Union Sq. 

Advertisement announced _ that 
those who desired the autograph of 
the author of ‘Kathleen Mavourneen’ 
fould have it by sending him 60c. in 
Stamps. Needed coin. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


— 


; Foreseeing the possibilities of television, major distributors are watch- 
ing any alleged unlawful use of film for televising purposes and to the 
end of establishing rights under the copyright laws before tele broadcast- 
ing has advanced too far, have brought a suit in Bakersfield, Calif. 
against two local exhibitors. Suit, filed by Walt Disney, the producer, 
and Columbia, as distributor, seek- to decide that use of any copyright 
4 for television is a violation of the rights extended to film under the 

‘Distribs claim that theatres cannot sub-rent them for television stu- 
dios any more than they can ‘bicycle’ film to other theatres under the 
copyright laws. 

Bakersfield suit is against the Pioneer Mercantile Co., operating tele 

stations W6XAH and W6XE in that city, and the operators of the Vir- 
ginia theatre, John Carnackis and Pete Simos, who surrendered prints 
for the broadcast. 
; The Copyright Protection Bureau of New York, supported by the ma- 
jor distributors, conducted the investigation into the Bakersfield tele- 
vision ‘bicycling,’ following complaints from ether exhibitors and ex- 
changes in Los Angeles. 

The same Bakersfield, Cal., exhibitors named in the unique television- 
bicycling action, are defendants in other suits brought several weeks ago 
by Metro and RKO Radio, which charged Carnackis and Simos sub- 
rented film to another house in their town operated by Paul Davini., 





Co-operation with leading women’s organizations is urged upon picture 
house managers by the public relations departments of the Producers’ 
association and Fox West Coast Theatres, in a letter sent out from Los 
Angeles in conjunction with a resume of the emphatic anti-censorship 
attitude of the California Congress of Parents and Teachers. 

Commenting on the fair-minded stand of the congress membership, 
the communication attributes ‘this praiseworthy attitude of a powerful 
woman’s organization toward our business as the outgrowth of years of 
liason work by individuals in this industry, and largely executed by the 
efforts of organized Better Film Councils toward promoting better rela- 
tionships between motion picture theatres and the communities they 
serve, 

After dwelling on the importance of such co-operation, the letter 
states: ‘If you are overlooking this vital force, you are receiving only 
a small percentage of the patronage that is yours. ... Their co-operative 
efforts are becoming an invaluable guide to the motion picture producers. 
They are better suited to determine the entertainment needs of your 
community than you think. Take them into your confidence. Ask them 
to discuss the matter with you. Their advice, tempered by your ex-. 
planation of possible physical limitations will prove an aid to business. 
-.. They are making the people motion picture-conscious in a construc- 
tive way that leads to an appreciation of finer things for the screen.’ 





How to retain his glasses, label of owlish innocence, and yet change his 
screen character to one of more sophistication is the immediate problem 
of Harold Lloyd. . 

Dilemma is reflected in the hesitancy and uncertainty about his next 
film story, which, he says, will present a new characterization and an en- 
tirely new angle of treatment, without discarding his present makeup. 

A more assertive, more modern and smarter type of comedy hero will 
take the place of that shy, inhibited, panicky Lloyd whose character was 
thus fixed with his ‘Grandma’s Boy.’ He will no longer be so much 
kicked around before he wins the girl. The public, he believes, wants to 
see him more natural, more grown-up. 

This calls for a different type of story, with the old formula in the dis- 
card, Lloyd hopes to get a story and a characterization which will crack 
a decided surprise to his fans. He’s still wide open for story sugges- 
tions, and emphasizes that while the new pic will show a wiser hero, it 
will steer clear of the wisecracking, off color brand of sophistication. 





An appeal to all exhibitors of Minnesota and North Dakota for sup- 
port of the northwestern Allied group, which admittedly needs money, 
signed by Ben Berger, president, and mailed out of the office of Al 
Steffes in Minneapolis, is being characterized in inside circles as the 
dying gasp of this unit of Allied. 

That Steffes is losing his grasp of the Allied situation in the north- 
west, it is pointed out, is indicated by the North Dakota exhibitors hav- 
ing broken away from his unit and formed their own organization. 

The appeal admits that ‘this organization has been on the downward 
grade for the past 12 months, and i* got into such a condition that the 
organization nearly broke up.’ 





Picture house managers in Pasadena, Calif., take the stand that the 
community’s film censorship ordinance, administered by a voluntary 
censor board, is costing the merchants and other business houses there 
at least $250,000 annually in lost patronage. Early activities of the 
censors, which have since been considerably moderated, created a wide- 
spread belief among Pasadenans that at least 90% of the films shown in 
that town were censored, with the result that much of their patronage 
has been transferred to Los Angeles, Glendale and Alhambra, al] within 
easy driving distance. 

Actually, theatre men contend, amount of films ordered cut to meet 
censorship requirements has been less than 5%. 





Three one-time deluxers in downtown Los Angeles, and within a stone’s 
throw of each other at the southern end of the Broadway theatre row, 
are dark, leaving that section of the main business thoroughfare without 
an amusement house. Of the three, the Majestic, one of the early legit 
houses, is being demolished. The Orpheum, for several years the L. A. 
home of Orpheum vaude, has been dark for nearly a year, since it was 
turned back to the owners by RKO. The third is United Artists, for a 
time operated by Fox West Coast, but without lights for many months 
and with little prospect of being reopened this year. Extreme southern 
limit of theatre row downtown now is immediately beyond Eighth street. 

7. 

Signing by Gov. James Rolph, Jr., of two anti-stench bomb bills passed 
by the California legislature, bringing the offense under the felony class, 
has caused Los Angeles exhibitors to breathe more freely, following six 
weeks of annoyance, and some slight financial loss through repeated 
odor hurling in the Southern California territory. Between 40 and 50 
stench bombs have been thrown in coast houses in that period, with 
exhibs at a loss to determine the motive of the attacks. Mystery is the 
more unfathomable because the bombs have been thrown alike in 
houses, where union help is employed, and in theatres employing non- 
union, or rival union (Empire), projectionists, 








In its program to curtail production expenses producers are finding 
from a survey made of last year’s costs that 35% of the money expended 
in Hollywood goes for film supplies. In money this is approximated at 
$37,800,000. This means that almost twice as much industry currency is 
put in. physical properties as is paid Coast stars and executives. 

Personnel salaries, according to the figuring, average 21% of each 


major feature’s costs. 
Of the physical outlay, the expense of sets, including power, lumber, 
steel, furniture, etc., is the highest. Raw film purchased in Hollywood 


is second, while the outlay for cestumes Is last. 





Henry Garat, the Frenchman whom Fox is giving a big buildup and 
co-starring with Janet Gaynor 1n ‘Adorable, was actually built up by 
Paramoant. Par found him in Paris and kept him at Joinville for a long 


—————————— owe 


time, using him in French pictures there. Also Paramount loaned him 
to Ufa for some Germans, idea being to boost the man’s b. o. average, 
Par’s notion was that when Chevalier began easing off Garat could be 
rushed over to replace him. About eight months ago Par decided Garat 
was too costly a toy to hang on to and drepped him, Fox picking up his 
contract quickly. Garat, for Fox, is getting $7,000 per picture. 


Joe Hubbell, Coast head of Fox Movietone and Hearst Metrotone News, 
assembles all his cameramen in the Fox exchange every Tuesday and 
runs off all of the newsreels for the benefit of the competitive camera 
and soundmen. 

Idea is to keep them posted on what is going on in news shots as well 
as acquainting them with the manner in which the editors assemble 
their own production for the releases. Show includes the Paramount and 





Pathé reels as well as those produced by Fox and Metro. About 25 
sound and cameramen attend these weekly demonstrations. 
There are no longer any board of directo’s’ meetings of the RKO 


parent organization since it has gone into receivership. Now, each of 
the individual subsidiaries have their own boards which meet at stated 
intervals and transact their own affairs. These boards consist of from 
six to eight officers and company executives, while the RKO board was 
a much bigger one. 

Next official board meetings of Radio Pictures will be held in New 
York about June 15. 





Considerable dissension is seen among film unions on the coast as a 
result of the decisions reached at the recent IATSE conferences in New 
York. Chief burn is that the studio transportation drivers were admitted 
into the basic studio agreement, while the sessions closed without recog- 
nition of the soundmen and the film editors. One kickback to the admit- 
tance of the transportation drivers is the report that members of the 
assistant directors’ union have notified their officials that they'll pay no 
more dues unless the union gets an international charter. 





Physical operation of Grauman’s Chinese, when it reopens June 2, will 
be in the hands of a newly organized corporation, details of which are 
still being worked out. Lease on the Chinese is held by Grauman’s . 
Greater Hollywood Corp., of which Fox West Coast owns one-third of 
the stock. Circuit operated the house for G. H. Corp. until the disaf- 
firmation of the lease by the trustees in bankruptcy some weeks ago, 
Sid Grauman continues as active operator, with F-WC execs sitting in 
on all essential details by virtue of their stock holding. 





Tom Smith, Los Angeles Allied salesman, is back from Yuma, Ariz., 
still somewhat shaky after an experience selling product to Dr. Eaton, 
who is opening the Desert Airdrome there June 1. Seems the physician 
has his office in his hospital and thinks nothing of doing outside biz while 
operating, or otherwise ministering to patients. When Smith contacted 
the medico, the latter was signing a death certificate with his right hand 
and reading a press sheet on an Allied pic held in his left hand. The 
pic contract was signed on the operating table. 





Film industry hasn’t recoursed to the Reconstruction Finance Core 
poration as have other industries. Spokesmen say one of the reasons is 
because pictures didn’t lobby for it; that if it had, it probably would 
have made this channel of financial relief available. Exeuse for none 
lobbying is not given as an oversight but that the film business felt it 
didn’t want to get further in debt. Nothing is mentioned about collateral, 





Actor getting $3,000 per week was induced to quit the studio where 
he had been under contract for many years by an agent with whom he 
had just become a client. Agent talked the actor into the move because 
he was not sharing in the three-grand-per-week ticket. Actor has not 
worked since and is now willing to take much smaller parts just to get 
back in the swim again. 





Jules Furthman, contract writer to Harry Cohn, has been employed 
by Columbia for over a year without having tapped a single lick of the 
typewriter for his boss. During that period he’s been farmed out cone 
tinuously to MGM. Only visits the Columbia lot to-draw his pay check, 
Cohn continues to renew options on Furthman, and Metro to exercise its 
call-on-services permish. , 





Publix is selling ‘Temple Drake’ in numerous spots as the hottest item 
to come along of late. Where the circuit is handling picture that way, 
it’s doing business. In one house where advertising suggested not to 
bring the kids, picture topped ‘Cavalcade’ by $1,000. That amount rep- 
resents a considerable increase for the house in question. ‘Drake’ is based 
on the novel, ‘Sanctuary’, title of which Hays banned. 





J. P. Morgan has never consciously invested a nickel in show business, 
He has always high-hatted the film end. There isn’t a picture man who 
ever got within a mile of Morgan’s ‘ground ‘floor’. 

Picture officials make the statement that if the Morgan firm ever 
swung a dollar toward show business it had done so without its own 
knowledge through the devious electric and utilities channels. 





Tendency on part of Canadian newspapers to ditch U. 8S. film press 
stuff is noticeable in Toronto. Indication is a recent 50% increase of 
Canadian dailies and major weeklies using the Central Press release 
‘Star Gazing’, which features British picture news and reviews from the 
Canadian entertainment angle. 





Hays organization is still waiting for Mayor O’Brien to reply to its 
letter generally protesting against the proposed new building code for 
New York. The latter was mailed two months ago. Haysites feel that 
amending the present code would work far Jess hardship on theatres in 
the city. 
ciciegguiniin 

Contract of Jacqueline Wells, ingenue, and B. P. Schulberg in Holly- 
wood contains a clause to the effect that 10% of her salary is paid di- 
rectly to the Schulberg-Feldman agency. Ad Schulberg, the producer’s 
estranged wife, is the head of the agency. Miss Wells has a seven-year 
option contract starting at $75 a week and working up to $1,500. 





‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ was given a final cutting by Hal Wallis and 
Jack Warner before its preview. They shifted the ‘Forgotten Man’ num- 
ber, which they felt could not be topped, to the firale from its former 
position at the opening, and moved up the ‘Petting in the Park’ scene, 
which formerly closed. 





Discovery of a serious drawback to sound production at Astoria has 
been made by ERPI. The electric has found hat floors are not #¢« unde 
proof and that to make them so will require a corsiderable outlay of 
cash. This is the old Par studio which W.E. has taken over. 





United Artists first had the handling of ‘India Speaks’ before it was 
taken over by Van Beuren for RKO release, and exhibs who hold con- 
tracts for the picture are wondering what U. A. is going to do about it, 

Despite the indebtedness by the West Coast, Santa Ana, Calif., to 
Universal of between $65,000 and $70,000 and its annual profit of only 
$8,000, Fox-West Coast will hold on to the house. 
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Broadway Still on 


Strike Me Pink,’ Broadway's 
leader, will close Saturday (3) at 
the Majestic, barring a last min- 


ute change of plan by Lew Brown, 


acting for himself and Ray Hen- 
derson, co-producers. Show is ad- 
vertised as being in its last two 
weeks. 

Idea of switching Harry Rich- 
man into ‘Pink’ to replace Jimmy 
Durante, has been = abandoned. 


Schnozzola’s withdrawal because 
of coast obligations, will cause the 
closing, Durante leaving for Holly- 
wood next Monday (5). Plan to 
send ‘Pink’ to Chicago with Rich- 
man in Durante’s place, also doubt- 
ful, 

‘Pink’ represents an investment 
of $150,000. Estimated that $60,000 
has been earned back, but the cur- 
tailment of the engagement will 
leave the production in the red. 
Fact that the management knew 
Durante would not play in the 
show indefinitely, is the reason 
given for cutting salaries when the 
grosses were quite profitable. 
Highest takings in any one week 
were $37,000 ($3.85 top) while the 
average gross was around $26,000. 
Less last week (12th), probably 
because of the heat. 

Road Loss, Too 

In addition to actual production 
expense, there were heavy road 
losses when the show originally 
opened out of town as ‘Forward 
March.’ Convinced that ‘Pink’ 
needed names, Brown. flew to the 
coast and secured the release of 
Durante from Metro, latter stipu- 
lating a 10 weeks leave of absence. 
That period was extended three 
weeks. Revue was then centered 
around Durante, with Hope Wil- 
liams and Lupe Velez teamed in 
the featuring. 

Durante’s first Hollywood as- 
signment when he returns, will be 
in ‘Palooka,’ he being loaned to 
Eddie Small for that United Ar- 
tist’s release. He will then report 
to the Metro lot for the tempo- 
rarily titled musical film ‘Metro 
Revue.’ Because leaving for the 
coast booking of Durante into the 
Capitol (N. Y.) following ‘Pink’s’ 
closing, is off. 


LAWN FETE TO FINANCE 
SUMMER STAGE RELIEF 


A pretentious ‘theatre garden 
party’ is among the activities pro- 
posed to raise further funds for the 
Stage Relief Fund to carry it over 
the summer. The affair will be given 
in association with the Actors’ Din- 
ner Club, organizations splitting 
evenly. 

The party will be held in the open, 
an attractive spot being angled for. 
It is dated for late in June and will 
be patterned somewhat along the 
lines of like affairs as staged in 
England. 

The Fund's distribution offices 
have moved out of the New Amster- 
dam theatre building to spacious 
quarters in the ‘Aanhattan (for- 
merly Hammerstein's) theatre build- 
ing. New spot will be rent free, 
courtesy coming from the Manufac- 
turers’ Trust Company. Latter took 
over the property when Arthur 
Hammersteir became insolvent. 
President of Manufacturers’ is Har- 
vey D. Gibson, who heads the city’s 
unemploymen’. fund, with which 
the Stage Relief has co-operated. 

Until tc Friday the cash balance 
was $9,645, which is expected to 
carry the Fund's aid activities on 








until July. Weekly statement of 
finances: 

Previous contribs.......... - $58,279 
Jean W. Montgomery....... ° 13 
Mrs. Mabel Tinney.......... 10 





Mrs. Leonard Kebler......... 10 
Other contributions........ 78 
- ae 62eeeevnes $58,391 
DisbursenentS cccccecccoceses 48,747 
De. conntealeeouns ss $ 9,643 








~ “Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 


summer address. 


$150,000 Pink Makes $60,000, Leaving 


the Investment Nut 


4 
5 as 


Miss Cornell to Tour 
Half of Next Season 


Boston, May 26, 





Eventually, perhaps, but not now. 
Before departing with ‘Alien Corn,’ 
Katharine Cornell repeated her de- 


nial that she is signed, or about to 
sign, for Hollywood. 
Plans for next season about 


shaped up. She proposes to spend 
at least half next season on tour. 
Other plays? Possibly. And new 
play probably to follow fadeout of 
current vehicle. 

She has not renewed lease on 
the Belasco because of her decision 
to roadshow half season; her office 
in the Belasco theatre building will 
be continued, however. 


DAVE BENNETT STAGING 
SMITH’S COAST CO-OPER 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Rehearsals start this week on Paul 
Gerard Smith’s co-op revue with 
Dave Bennett staging. Smith is 
writing the book and lyrics, and 
Frank Harling the music. Show 
opens out of town in June, and will 
not play Los Angeles, going east 
after playing other coast spots. 
Stanton and Hall have been added 
to the commonwealth cast, which 
now includes Hal Hamilton, Grace 
La Rue (Mrs. Hamilton), Allan Ed- 
wards and Gloria Foy. Adele Row- 
land will not be in the cast as orig- 
inally planned, 

Smith is now writing at Warners 
and will not go out with the com- 
pany. Everything is to be cofnmon- 
wealth, including the stage hands. 


‘Language’ Opens 1933 
Ann Arbor Drama Fete 


By HOWELL TAYLOR 


With ‘Another Language’ by Rose 
Franken as a medium, Tom Powers, 
star of many Theatre Guild pro- 
ductions, and Edith Barrett, whose 
work in ‘Caponsacchi’, ‘Mrs. Moon- 
light’, and other plays is well known, 
launched on May 22, the annual 
dramatic festival in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. This event has now be- 
come a fixture in the late spring 
season and each year a new list of 
names is added to the group of 
players under the auspices of a 
civic committee and the direction of 
Robert Henderson of Detroit Civic 
Theatre. 

With but few exceptions the sup- 
porting company fulfilled every de- 
mand of even the more seasoned 
playgoer and gave promise of a sea- 
son which will be filled with suc- 
cesses if the production of ‘Another 
Language’ may be taken as a cri- 
terion. Among the other members 
of the cast are Katherine Wick 
Kelly, Helen Ray, Ainsworth Arn- 
old, Francis Compton, Doris Rich, 
all of whom gave exceedingly good 
account of themselves. 

The play itself is too well known 
to need mention. Neither too light 
nor too heavy, it formed a good 
vehicle for the opening night, which 
has become a gala occasion for the- 
atre enthusiasts throughout south- 
ern Michigan and northern Ohio. 

Five other plays are to be given: 
‘Springtime for Henry’, by Benn 
Levy with Henry Hull; ‘Design for 
Living’, with Violet Heming, Geof- 
frey Kerr and Tom Powers; ‘Ca- 
mille’, with Jane Cowl and Rollo 
Peters; ‘Twelfth Night’, with Miss 
Cowl, Tom Powers, Walter Kings- 
ford and Lewis Martin; ard ‘The 
Mad Hopes’, by Romney Brent with 
Violet Kemble-Cooper. 

In addition will be two dance 
recitals by Angna Enters. The plays 
are arrang*d to give holders of sea- 
son tickets every opportunity to see 
them on convenient evenings, the 
last performances being given on 
June 21, 








BARD MEGS COWAN PLAY 
Hollywood, May 29. 
Ben Bard wil direct ‘Defiance,’ by 
Sada Cowan, which will be the next 
legit at the Spotlight. 
Edward Earl Kay is listed as pro- 
ducer and Cecile B. Martin is han- 











dling publicity. 





Out of Town Reviews 


FOOLS RUSH IN 


Philadelphia, May 29. 

This new play by Fleming Ward, 
himself an actor, was presented last 
week by the Plays and Players of 
this city in their Delancey Street 
Playhouse, to inaugurate a new pol- 
icy of putting on manuscript plays 
and inviting New York managers 
over to sxe them. Several offices, 
including Shuberts, Beckhardt and 
Golden, had representatives to see 
this one. ? 

Ten years ago ‘Fools Rush In’ 
would have been described as an 





amusing little comedy and that 
might well have entitled it to‘a 
modest run and fair returns. It 


has a clever idea back of it, a gen- 
uinely funny” first act and a scene 
in the last act that lis the action 
up again. But the clever idea is 
not strong enough to stand up for a 
whole evening’s play. It’s a gag 
that is swell when first told but 
palls when repeated over and over 
again, On the debit side, too, is a 
second act that has some pretty 
inane stuff and would have to be 
fixed. 
The faults lie directly with the 
author and his play. The presenta- 
tion, although by amateurs, was 
generally first rate and the piece 
was handsomely and intelligently 
mounted, 
Story concerns a once-wealthy 
family made bankrupt in the mar- 
ket crash. The wife, a fluttering, 
thoughtless, ambitious society wom- 
an won’t agree to her husband's 
suggestion of giving up their apart- 
ment, car, parties, etc. He, poor 
man, being pretty well under her 
influence, lets himself be persuaded 
to try her scneme which is to throw 
the big dinner’ soiree already 
planned as if nothing had hap- 
pened and then try to borrow 
money from the various influential 
guests. Laugh comes when it turns 
out that all the guests are flat and 
stony themselves and either have 
the same idea on the ‘touch’ or else 
have come just to get a free meal. 
That’s one theme—and the best 
one, although it gets a trifle monot- 
onous. 
Another is the wife’s desperate 
resolve to try to recoup her for- 
tunes in the market even though 
she gives a rubber check to a wom- 
an friend and knows its rubber. 
When the husband hears this he 
foresees the penitentiary «and the 
very worst, but the stock soars and 
she makes a fortune. 
Still another angle is the son of 
the family who thinks he is in 
love with a chorus girl. He brings 
her to the party and his mother is 
all set to snub her when the girl 
says she hasn’t any designs on him 
and proceeds to prove it by com- 
pletely disillusioning the young man 
who returns to a childhood sweetie. 
This one’s also rather trite. 
However, the character of the 
gushing matron is very well drawn 
and her role carries plenty of com- 
edy with it. Business of trying to 
make the futile touches is also 
funny and best of all is the scene 
between husband and wife in the 
last act when he, a turning worm, 
tries to make her see that she is 
likely to be jailed in the matter of 
the passing of the bad check. Part 
of the wife, very well played here 
by Mrs. Upton Favorite, would be 
a natural for Mary Boland. 

‘Fools Rush In’ is far from a bad 
play but in these times _ probably 
hasn’t enough meat. Waters. 


AMBER 


Portland, Ore. 

Pauline Frederick with a strong 
supporting company was well re- 
ceived here in her new play, ‘Am- 
ber,’ but the new piece won't get 
very far. Author Martin Brown 
was up from L.A, to catch the local 
first night. 

Miss Frederick herself well re- 
ceived but the play lacks punch. 
Too much of the comedy seems 
dragged in for no reason except to 
get a laugh because a laugh ought 
to be got somehow. Serious side 
of the play loses suspense and gets 
tiresome. 

‘Amber’ concerns a youthful heir 
to name and millions who discov- 
ers his real mother living a life of 
shame in Italy. Youth’s stepmother 
has died confessing she wronged 
the other woman, so he proposes 
to restore his real mother to posi- 
tion and honor. She regards this 
as impossible and futile in any 
case, until confronted with her son’s 
society friends who boast about 
their own indiscretions. 

The mother finally realizes that 
her misdeeds are more respectable 
in their way than the loose living 
of her son’s friends, accepts the 
situation. This gives her the edge 
in and winds up by marrying the 
lover of one of her son’s girl com- 
panions. 

Some effort to bolster story sub- 
stance by the son’s fiancee threat- 
ening to call it off and then chang- 
ing her mind, but the piece fails to 
gather interest as it goes along. 
Entertainment value is tepid and 
most situations are forced. 

Miss Frederick was handicapped 
in a mild play. A competent cast 
supported capably. Cast included 
Marjorie Ashten, Dwight Frye, Jo- 
seph McGuire, Grayce Hampton, 





Plays Abroad 





FRASQUITA 


Paris, May 10, 


Operetta in 8 acts. French version 
adapted by Max Eddy and Jean Marietta 
from the Viennese original founded on the 
novel by Pierre Louys, ‘La Femme et le 
Pantin.’ Music by Franz Lehar. Dances 
by Mme. Carina Arl. Conducted by Paul 
Bastide. At the Opera Comique, 
Frasquita, as Andalusion dancer....... 

Mile. Conchita Supervia 
Armand, her vacillating suitor,.M. Arnoult 
Aime, his cousin-fiancee.Mlle. Annie Gueldy 


Hippolyte, comic relief.......... M. Herent 
Aristide, comic relief............ M. Balbon 
Mercedes, the Spanish dancer.......... 


Senora Joselito 
Philippe, a grammarian-butler......... 
M. Jean Veuille 


Although composed several years 
ago and already presented in other 
European musical centers, ‘Fras- 
quita’ is new to Paris. Upon learn- 
ing that the gifted Cochita Super- 
via would interpret the title role, 
Lehar created a number of new airs 
and new settings for the new star. 
The result is as pleasing and color- 
ful to the eye as for the ear, and 
if the change of locale does not 
alter the somewhat old-fashioned 
typical Leharesque pattern of the 
melodies with the characteristic Vi- 
ennese lilt. 

The production is handsomely 
staged; the first act acquaints us 
with a picturesque group of Bohe- 
mians at a port in a little Spanish 
village; the second takes place in a 
‘maison de danses’ at Seville, which 
gives a legitimate excuse for intro- 
ducing a number of specialty turns; 
the third shifts to Nice during the 
carnival season. 

Against these bright backgrounds 
is unfolded a warm love tale based 
on the novel, ‘The Woman and the 
Dancing-Jack,’ by the late Pierre 
Louys, best known to the general 
public for his ‘Aphrodite’ and 
‘Chansons de Bilitis.. Armand, an 
impulsive young student is. be- 
trothed to his French cousin, Aimee 
but when he meets the capricious, 
violent Frasquita, a single kiss from 
the latter is sufficient to enchain 
him as her slave. She rewards his 
worship with disdain, one moment, 
and passionate @ncouragement the 
next, until finally capitulating. 
Aimee, meanwhile, no match for her 
tempestuous rival, finds consola- 
tion in a more peacful love. 

Conchita Supervia, Spanish to her 
finger tips, has a role which fits her 
like a glove, combining her expres- 
sive acting with her beautiful sing- 
ing. She is especially imposing in 
some popular Spanish ballads sung 
to the guitar accompaniment of 
Juan Rebampigo. Many changes 
of gorgeous costumes add to the 
diva’s great charm. 

M. Arnoult carries the heavy 
tenor part of Armand with less va- 
riety in his acting, but measures up 
very well in the quality of his voice. 
Blonde and _ slight, Mile. Annie 
Gueldy as the ingenuous Aimee is 
well contrasted with her more vol- 
uptuous dark-haired rival, and has 
a refreshing voice and manner. 

There is plenty of both droll and 
animated comedy satisfactorily sup- 
plied by Herent, Balbon and Veuille. 
In short, the entire company has 
been excellently chosen. A special 
word of praise goes to Senora Jose- 
lito, who dances with much fire and 
finesse and is supported by a very 
good ballet. Rebampigo, who plays 
her guitar accompaniments, is in 
private life, her husband, and this 
team should have no difficulty find- 
ing bookings anywhere. 

‘Frasquita’ is undoubtedly in for 
a long run and will probably dupli- 
eate the success of Lehar’s other 
operetta running here, ‘Le Pays du 
Sourire’ (‘The Country of the 
Smile.’) 


PARIDIS PERDU 


(‘Lost Paradise’) 
Paris, May 20. 


Comedy in four acts by Paul Gavault 
now playing at the Theatre de l’Athenee. 
Cast includes Huguette Duflos, Pauline 
Carton, Jane Pierville, Maurice Escande, 
Henry Jullien, Bertic, Roger Fernay, Hem- 
edy and Palau. 

A spicy little comedy played en- 
tirely in one setting—a charming 
verandah overlooking the valley of 
the Oise in its springtime dress. As 
in ‘Mademoiselle Josette’ and ‘La 
Petite Chocolatiere,’ the author con- 
fines himself to a conventional com- 
edy formula which has stamped 
most of his plays, though he is a bit 
more venturesome this time in the 
chief plot situation. 

A young husband, Jean Leverdier 
(Maurice Esconde), deceives his 
charming wife, Alberte (Huguette 
Duflos), by taking on a mistress. 
Instead of divorcing her erring mar- 





Carlyle Moore, Isabel Withers, 
Richard Tucker, Laurette Bullivant 
and Boyd Irwin. 

Author Martin Brown has a flair 
for writing smart sophisticated 
lines, but this piece is just a lot 
of lace trimming around a lot of 
fluff. It gets by on Miss Frederick's 
popularity and no doubt will do 
good biz in the sticks. But it won't 
stand up before city audierices. 

Second half of her week stand 
here, Miss Frederick did ‘Her Ma- 





jesty, the Widow.’ Wyatt, 


riage partner, Alberte chooses the 
novel way of meting out punish 
ment by drawing up a contract in 
the presence of witnesses Which 
condemns Jean to a year of absolute 
chastity. The lost paradise is found 
once more when, at a champagne 
dinner, husband and wife become 
lovers all over again and exited by 
dance and filirtations spend the 
night together, proving nature 
stronger than written agreements 

The chief fault of the play is that 
the denouement is apparent from 
the first. There could be no way 
out save the expected reconciliation 
to which each scene builds up 
However, the piece is adroitly put 
together and has been favorably re- 
ceived, giving evidence of building 
steadily. Central idea is very good 
and, with some conflict and sus- 
pense introduced, would be a worth- 
while theme around which to build 
an entertaining picture with Lu- 
bitsch touches. 

Characters are amusing and hu- 
man, and cast is thoroughly satis- 
factory, Duflos gives a quality of 
delightful youth, freshness ‘and 
feminine frailty to the role of the 
somewhat malicious wife torn be- 
tween her love and her high princi- 
ples, Escande’s natural elegance 
and winning smile lend grace and 
finish to his scenes of conquest, 


DINOM-DANOM 


(‘Fun and Frolic’) 
Budapest, May 10. 
A burlesque operette by Imre Harmath, 


musi¢ by Joe Hajos, presented at the 
Pesti Szinhaz, Budapest. In the cast: 
Maria Sulyok, Olly Szokolay, Tibor Hal- 
may, George Denes, etc. 

Such extremely light fare calls 


for tables in the pit, smoking and 
drinks during the performance in- 
stead of stiff. sitting in stalls. 
‘Dinom-Danom’ is fairly good fun 
and has catchy, well-made music, 
but it goes a step too far in un- 
der-rating the public’s demands. 

Plot, what there is of it, is about 
an angelically unsuspecting youth 
who can’t make up his mind to 
marry the girl he is in love with 
for fear it might turn out not so 
well. So he takes her to be tested 
by his friend, scenario writer who 
knows the ins and outs of femi- 
nine hearts. Scenario writer tests 
Kitty until he falls in love with 
her himself, to the disgust of the 
star who plays the lead in his pic- 
tures. She finds consolation in the 
arms of the producer. 

This sort of thing ought to bub- 
ble over with wit and fun, but it 
doesn't. Chief trouble was. that 
Tibor Halmay, very popular come- 
dian and brilliant dancer, whose 
comeback to the Budapest stage 
after filming in Germany was billed 
as the chief attraction, sprained his 
ankle at the last rehearsal and 
could not dance during the first 
week, which made audience recep- 
tion lukewarm. It’s the type of 
operette done so much in German 
films lately, but should have little 
appeal elsewhere. 


MAGDAT KICSAPJAK 
(‘Magda Is Expelled’) 


Budapest, May 10. 
A new comedy in three acts by Miklo# 
Kadar, at the Belvarosi Theatre, Puda- 
pest. Cast: Ida Turay, Piroska Peery, 
Emmy Buttykay, Antal Pager, etc. : 


Nearly all original drama-writing 


talent cropping up on _ Budapest 
stages come from Transylvania 
these last few years. The big hits: 
Alex Hunyady, Otto Indig, hail 


from that district, now under Rous 
manian rule, and Miklos Kadar, 
though this play of his is distinctly 
amateurish, is another promise of 
real success in the future. 

‘Magda Is Expelled’ is delight- 
fully fresh and light, and there are 
elements of poetry and drama.in it 
too, It’s about an unruly handful 
of 17-year-old schoolgirls wha have 
to sit. in class and study business 
correspondence when they would 
prefer to go places with boys. Their 
teacher, middle-aged spinster, finds 
an outlet for her thwarted love in- 
stincts by weaving dreams around 
the figure of a fictitious Alfred Har- 
vey of Liverpool to whom the spg- 
imen of business letters in the te&t 
book are addressed. When Mr. 
Harvey proves to be not fictitious 
but real, turning up accidently in 
the life of the school, he marries 
not the imaginative, love-lorn old 
maid, but her naughtiest pupil. 

A lot of bright young things on 
the stage, excelient acting of 
Piroska Peery as the teacher, some- 


thing fresh and gay in the style 
and a memory of one’s own school 
days combine to make ‘Magda Is 
Expelled’ very pleasing to a not so 

The same 


highbrow audience. 
qualities command it for the 


MONTGOMERY STARRED 
Pasadena, Calif., May 29 
Douglass Montgomery will star ia 
the Pasadena Community play- 
house’s production of Volpone, 
which opens. June 6. 


een, 
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Ralph Freud also in the 
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Orch. Demands Pay for Silent Shot 
On Stage, Threatening a Walkout 


Arbitrary labor union demands 
added to Broadway's problems for 
the second time within a week and 
the latest dispute threatened to 
close ‘Strike Me Pink’ abruptly at 
the Majestic. Firs’ mix-up was a 
stage hands matter, in which the 
local union was superseded by the 
International, which refused to rate 
the return date of ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ to be a stock showing. It 
was the musicians’ union that 
stepped in on ‘Pink,’ claiming ex- 
tra compensation for the orchestra 
on the grounds that a newsreel clip 
was taken during a performance, 

The claim amounted to nearly $600, 
the union demanding $30 each for 
19 men plus $6 for the contractor. 
When the claim was originally 
made, show management advised 
the union that any such payment 
was up to Fox Movietone which 
shot one scene of the skow as a 
stunt for which there was no com- 
pensation to the management, latter 
also countering with point that 
there was no sound nor music re- 
corded. 

Union insisted the show was 
liable for the claim. Monday aight 
(22) at 8, the union delegate ap- 
peared back stage and declared that 
unless the money was paid, the 
orchestra would not enter the pit. 
That caused a rumpus out front 
and the situation was only eased 
aftec Abe Berman, attorney for 
Brown & Henderson (show’s pro- 
ducers), posted $600 in escrow 
pending settlement of the demands. 
Front doors were not opened until 
8:20, with Lew Brown excitedly 
threatening to close the show. 

Day before beer became legal, 
Fox made a number of news reel 
shots of several shows in which 
there are beer scenes. ‘Pink’s’ beer 
garden scene was recorded, but the 
clip was never released. It pic- 
tured a stew (Eddie Garr) stagger- 
ing across the stage. sAfter the per- 
formance another shot was taken 
back stage, showing Jimmy Durante 
trying to bury his schnozzle in a 
glass of beer. That was the only 
clip of ‘Pink’ that was released. 

‘Ladies’ stopped Saturday as in- 
dicated. A petition was sent to the 
I.A.T.S.E.to withdraw from its 
position and permit the show to con- 
tinue as a stock company, but no 
answer was received. Matter was 
again placed before the union heads, 
William Elliott, president of the I. 
A., refusing to interfere with Fred 
Dempsey’s ruling and adding that 
‘it is unfortunate.’ 

Instead of a summer ,.f stock at 
the Royale, therefore, the show was 
ordered off by John Golden and the 
house will probably remain dark. 
The local had agreed to a seven 
man crew, the I. A. later ruling that 
the show must use 15 men back 
stage, as in the original presenta- 
tion, whether they were needed or 
not. Fact that the road crew of 
eight men is under the I. A.’s juris- 
diction explains why that body dif- 
fered with the local union. 


Special ‘Supper’ Deal 
Limits Casts’ Claims 


Dorothy Hall, who was starred in 
‘The Day I Forgot’ (‘Champagne 
Supper,’ also called ‘Peep Show’), 
the Peggy Fears show which was 
taken off in London after playing 
three performances, returned to 
New York last Friday (26). The 
balance of the company is due in 
this week. 

Tangle over funds from this side 
put the show in hot water from the 
date of its London arrival. Final 
remittance from Miss Fears’ hus- 








‘band, A. C. Blumenthal, was sup- 


Posed to take care of Miss Hall’s 
return transportation, but the ac- 
tress stated she would file claim 
against Blumey with Equity for the 
return fare and two weeks’ salary. 

No claim had been received by 
Equit, up to Monday. There it was 
stated that a blanket agreement 
signed by the players, including 
Miss Hall, had no salary specifica- 
tions, mefely guaran’ >.eing trans- 
portation plus living expenses dur- 
ing rehearsals in London. Latter 
item is defined at $5 per day. 

Indications are the players will be 
entitled to pay for three perform- 
ances because of the blanket agree- 
ment, signed without notification to 
Equity. On that basi« the cast 
would receive three-eighths of one 
week’s salary, with a possible ad- 
dition of expense money if not taken 
Care of over there. 





Sam Kramer Applies for 
Beverly Agency License 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Sam Kramer, cf the Bert Levey 
office, has applied for a vaude 
booking license in Beverly Hills, 
where the fee is a nominal $10 a 
year. 

Kramer’s application follows a 
hearing last week Jefore the State 
Labor commission, when agent em- 
ployees were warned against ac- 
ceptance of gift fees from acts. 

Unsubstantiated charges had been 
made to Deputy Commissioner F. 
G. Santee that employees of book- 
ing agents were accepting 5 and 10 
spots from acts, a practice that is 
illegal under the California State 
Labor law. 


N. Y. HIPP GOES OPERA 
2-A-DAY, NUT $13,000 


Grand opera on a two-a-day basis, 
under a nut of between $13,000 and 
$14,000, will be tried at 25, 35 and 
50c at the New York Hippodrome. 
It will make its start Saturday (3) 
with ‘Aida’ the attraction. 

Hipp’s Cooper & Carroll manage- 
ment, which runs 10c film houses 
throughout Ohio, has given the 
opera company a contract for a trial 
of eight days, with options there- 
after. 

The company is known as the New 
Chicago Opera. It’s a little bit of 
this and that grand op organiza- 
tion, including people from the 
Metropolitan, Boston, Philadelphia 
and the old Chicago operas. Nucleus 
of the company, numbering 200, is 
the old Chicago Opera which broke 
up when Insull scrammed. Alfred 
Salmaggi, heading the New Chicago 
Op then stepped in and organized a 
company which played _ Soldiers’ 
Field, Chicago, last summer to 85,000 
daily on a six-day engagement. 

If ‘Aida’ at 50c doesn’t go at the 
Hip on the first eight days, house 
will darken until Aug. 29, then re- 
sume its 2Z5c top combination grind 
policy. 


Schwartz Won’t Be Bound 
By Yiddish Union Deal 


Philadelphia, May 29. 

The booking of Maurice Schwartz 
and his ‘Yoshe Kolb’ into the 
Chestnut Street Opera house this 
week resulted in a three-cornered 
battle which threatened to reach 
the law courts. Participants were 
management of the Arch Street 
theatre, Philly’s Yiddish theatre, 
the Hebrew Actors’ union and 
Schwartz himself. 

According to Morris Berns and 
Louis Goldstein, managers of the 
Arch, an agrement had been made 
earlier this season with the He- 
brew Actors’ Union whereby all 
Yiddish attractions should be 
booked at the Arch. This agree- 
ment was reached when the Adel- 
phi theatre, which Berns & Gold- 
stein had managed, closed. 

Up until nearly the end of last 
week it was understood that 
Schwartz had been told he must 
play the Arch, but today (Monday) 
the booking at the Chestnut still 
stands and the Arch has another 
show, suddenly booked in, called 
‘The Bare Truth.’ 

This marks Schwartz’ first ap- 
pearance in Philly in other than a 
Jewish house. 














Clay Greene Helpless 


San Francisco, May 22. 

Clay M. Green probably will be 
confined to his bed for rest of his 
life as result of «2 fall this week in 
which he fractured a hip. 

At his age, 84, surgeons pro- 
nounced the break as serious and 
said the playwright, author, drama 
critic and poet, wouldn't be able 
to walk again. 

Greene was a former shepherd of 
the Lambs and is the oldest mem- 
ber of Frisco’s famous Bohemian 


club. 








Clare Luce on Mend 
Clare Luce, who was operated on 
after rupturing a leg blood vessel, 
is recuperating. The actress was in 
the hospital for five weeks. 
Miss Luce was forced out of ‘The 
Gay Divorce’ (Shubert, Ms ed 





through the injury. ] 


Little Theatre Figures 
Boxoffice in Pic Names 


Pasadena, May 29. 

Pasadena Community Playhouse 
is looking for a cast chiefly of pic- 
ture names to support Carmel 
Myers in ‘A Lion in Her Lap.’ New 
play, by D. S. Fairchild, goes on in 
June, 

Playhouse figures an all-picture 
company will bring a turnout of 
studio people. 

‘Volpone,’ starring Douglass 
Montgomery, starts June 6. Mont- 
gomery appeared in the Ben Jon- 
son play for the Theatre Guild in 
New York in 1928, 


LYCEUM, CLASS 
LEGIT, PASSING? 


—_—__ 





The Lyceum (N. Y.) may fold 
after having housed legit attrac- 
tions for 31 years. Always a class 
theatre, it had many hits and was 
a steady money maker until the 
depression came. For a generation 
it was favored by the late David 
Belasco and Charles Frohman, 

Ownership is three way, Daniel 
Frohman, Charles Frohman, Inc. 
(Paramount-owned) and the estate 
of William Harris, Sr. Lyceum 
may be operated next season, but 
it is being considered as a site for 
a bus terminal. Main frontage is on 
45th street, property extending 
through to a narrow 46th street 
frontage. Floors above, on _ that 
side which is the stage entrance, 
are principally used by = scenic 
artists. 

E. H. Sothern opened the house 
with ‘If I Were King.’ The Lyceum 
then had such hits as ‘The Lion 
and the Mouse,’ ‘Love Matches,’ ‘The 
Thief’ and in more recent times it 
housed the Belasco smashes, ‘The 
Gold Diggers,’ ‘Tiger Rose’ and ‘La- 
dies of the Evening.’ Its most re- 
cent success was ‘Berkel>y Square.’ 


Little Theatre Play 
Hits Court in 506 
Action for Malice 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


Edward L. Kay, producer at the 
spotlight Little theatre, filed suit in 
Superior court against Mrs. Lela 
Rogers, mother of Ginger Rogers, 
for a quarter interest in the play, 
‘Funny Man’, written by Albert M. 
Ottenheimer, of Seattle. He asks 
for an additional $50,000 for alleged 
malice. 

Kay bases his claim on an as- 
serted oral contract under which 
he alleges he agreed with Mrs. 
Rogers to produce the play if she 
would rewrite and stage it. This 
was done, complaint states, and 
since then the rights have been sold 
to Harry Edington and Frank Vin- 
cent, agents, who state they plan 
to produce it in New York. 

Cites 50% Split 
Complaint further states. that 
agreement was that if plaintiff pro- 
duced it, the rights to the play 
would be divided among the author, 
Mrs. Rogers and himself, he and 
the defendant to split 50% between 
themselves. 

Malice claim is based on alleged 
charges made by Mrs. Rogers 
against Kay as to his conduct 
around dressing rooms while the 
play was in production here. She 
had him summoned before Blaney 
Matthews, investigator for the D. 
A. office, but, it is reported, this 
official threw out the charges. 

Kay is represented by Attorney 
Sam Swartzberg. 











Stage Hands Elect 


New officers of New York stage 
hands, Protective Union No, 1, in- 
cluding a new president in Joseph 
Gehlman, succeeding Bill Brennan, 
were installed Sunday (28) follow- 
ing this year’s regular election. 

Numerous other high posts among 
the officeholders of No. 1 were va- 
cated in favor of new men. List 











Frisco Union Ban Off, 
But Duffy Holds Out 


May 29. 
Legit theatres’ embargo against 
musicians has apparently blown up. 
The Curran this week and Colum- 
bia last week used union men de- 
spite a previous ultimatum. 
Homer Curran opened his ‘Dinner 
at Eight’ last Monday (22), using 
an orchestra of eight men, which 
cost the house about $600 a week. 
Louis Macloon ran into stench 
bombing with his non-union ‘Hand 
in the Fog’ at the Geary. 
Meanwhile Henry Duffy is the 
only one to remain adamant in his 
decision to stage no _ productions 
until unions have relieved him of 
an orchestra. He claims his house, 
the Alcazar, should have the same 
break as straight picture houses 


San Francisco, 





have locally; that is, no music un- 
less desired. 


GUILD AND SHUBERTS 
ONLY SEMI-PARTNERS 


Chicago, May 29. 

There will be a nominal partner- 
ship between the Theatre Guild and 
the Shuberts’ Dramatic League here 
next season, but the Theatre Guild 
expects to reassert its own individu- 
ality. Whether the so-called Amer- 
ican Theatre Society organized at 
the start of the season just ending 
will have any continued existence is 
problematic. 
Meanwhile it appears that the bulk 
of the subscribers aren’t too well 
satisfied with the skimpy diet of- 
fered them this season. Grumbling 
has been heard. Theatre Guild will 
offer three plays next year on a 
separate subscription. Dramatic 
League is expected to have three 
plays of its own. Subscriptions will 
be separately sold, but an effort will 
be made to interest purchasers in 
taking all six. To that extent only 
the Guild-Shubert partnership will 
be continued by present under- 
standing. 











Julian Brown Back in 
Show Biz with $350,000 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 29. 


Compromise settlement of Julian 
S. Brown’s objections to the pro- 
bate of his mother’s will, which 
gives the former lessee of the Em- 
pire theatre $350,000 in cash, is ex- 
pected to result in Brown’s return 
to the theatre field here. 


Under the will, the erstwhile 
showman and night club proprietor 
and his brother, Charles S. Brown, 
were given life use of the estate 
of Mrs. Mary L. Brown. 

The testament provided for the 
division of the residue estate into 
two trusts, with each son receiving 
the income only until reaching the 
age of 60, when they were to re- 
ceive the principal. 

Julian S. Brown recently acquired 
control of the Cafe DeWitt, night 
club which he erected at a cost of 
several hundred thousands dollars, 
and with $350,000 in cash at his dis- 
posal, is said to plan a further ca- 
reer as a showman. 

As lessee of the Empire, Brown 
tried various policies, dramatic, 
stock, pictures and legit. 

The estate of his mother has 
ben inventoried at $1,552,852. Thus 
at 60 he will receive approximately 
$500,000 more. 


Erlanger Relics Sale 


Pretty generally known that the 
late A. L. Erlanger was an avid 
collector of Napoleonic material. 
He was fond of likening himself to 
the ‘Little Corporal’ fancying a 
personal resemblance as well as a 
similarity of stature and accom- 
plishment. 

He amassed a huge 








collection of 





Ethel Barrymore Show Folds in 
Chicago, Leaving Salary Claims 


‘An Amazing Career’ the Ethel 
Barrymore show which closed in 
Chicago last week, was brought 
back to New York with a number 


obligations, including 
Show was tried out 


of unpaid 
actors salaries. 


originally by Arthur Hopkins as 
‘Encore.’ Manager lost. interest 
when it suddenly folded in New 
Haven, illness of the star being the 


given reason. Miss Barrymore took 
over the show and after some re- 
vision took to the road with it. 

She did not return with the com- 
pany, remaining in Chicago to ob- 
tain interest on her children’s trust 
funds, uncollected for several years, 
it is understood. 


There were several turbulent 
scenes during the final week of the 
Loop date between Ansley Whitten- 
dale, the show’s press agent, and 
Lewis Newmar, company manager. 
Whittendale piled into Newman 
when the latter failed to settle the 
agent’s claim for past due salary. 
After two reputed clashes, Newman 
quit the show in the middle of its 





final week and went to the coast, 
Eddie McHugh, director and stage 
manager, counting up. Whitten- 
dale’s complaint was that he had 
received but four weeks salary 
during 10 weeks of advance work 
and claimed $700. 


BAINBRIDGE SCORES IN 
MUD-SLINGING CONTEST 


Minneapolis, May 29. 
The mayoralty fight between 
‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, veteran show- 
man and local stock manager, and 
Mayor W. A. Anderson, seeking re- 
election, has reached the stage of 
bitter personalities. 


Mayor Anderson has attacked 
Bainbride in speeches because of 
alleged ‘indecent’ plays presented 
at the latter’s theatre and charges 
many judgments stand against his 
theatre. He admits that Bainbridge 
is ‘a colorful character and has had 
a colorful career.’ 


In a counter-attack Bainbridge 
declared that Mayor Anderson per- 
mitted the municipal auditorium to 
be leased for an insignificant ren- 
tal to an out-of-town promoter for 
a Walkathon and that the promoter 
turned it into a booze parlor and 
made a killing, taking thousands 
of dollars out of the city. Bain- 
bride says he’d be too smart for 
that. 


‘The mayor has been digging 
around the courthouse looking for 
judgments against me,’ said Bain- 
bridge. ‘I admit owing $68,000 to 
the Red River Lumber company for 
theatre rental, but I don’t see that 
that has anything to do with this 
campaign. 

‘Taxpayers may be _ interested, 
however, in knowing that R. S. 
Wiggin, assistant city attorney, is 
working for Mayor Anderson’s 
campaign on city time and that 
Jack Schaffer, county surveyor, has 
been snooping around the Shubert 
theatre, asking the actors how 
much I owe them. I can assure 
him that that’s not going to get 
him anything.’ 

Bainbridge has a pair of vaude- 
villians, Randy Merriman and 
Charles T. Green, putting on an act 
at his meetings. The act is a. mock 
political meeting with many barbs 
aimed at Mayor Anderson. 








> 





Lawson’s Play Rewrites 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Six months’ contract of John 
Howard Lawson at Metro expires 
July 1, at which time writer will go 
to New York to rewrite two of his 
plays for fall production. 

Plays are ‘Pure in Heart’, which 
the Group Theatre will produce, and 
‘Gentlewoman’. No producer set for 
the latter. 


CHI GETS ‘DIVORCE’ 


‘The Gay Divorce,’ current at the 





includes John F. Casey, who suc- literature, furniture, pictures and | Shubert, N. Y., will end its Broad- 
ceeds John MgcDowell, recording | other curios either formerly the} way run July 1, going to Chicago 
secretary, long with the stage property of the Emperor or relat-|for a summer run starting July 3. 
hands, and two new business agents, ing to his career. By direction of | Show was figured as a summer 
Louis Yeager and Samuel Goldfarb. | the executor, Saul J. Baron, this | holdover, but with Fred Astaire 
New members of the exec board | collection will go under the ham-j|leaving the cast after another 
are John Garvey, chairman, Robert | mer June 1-2 at the galleries of | month it was decided to tour. 
Anstett and Robert Ludwig. Samuel Marx, Ine. Anticipated Astaire is under contract to ap- 
Frank Powderly, vice-president, | that even in these times of depres- | pear in an RKO picture ‘faying 
and E. P. Gately, secretary-treas- | sion this rare collection should | Down to Rio.’ His successor in 
urer, were re-elected, jyield a considerable sum. ) ‘Divorce’ has not been chosen. 
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London, May 19. 
West End legit grosses are hold- 
ing up remarkably well. General 


optimism prevails in the managerial 
camp, usually prone to pessimism. 

Nine new shows are scheduled for 
immediate production, which is al- 
most a record for this time of the 
year. 

Feeling is that World Economic 
Conference and fair sprinkling of 
tourists trade will help show busi- 
ness during summer months. 

New shows due include ‘Gallows 

lorious’ at the Shaftesbury, ‘Wild 

ecember,’ marking the return of 
Diana Wynyard, at the Apollo; 
‘Proscenium,’ a new Ivor Novello 
lay, at the Globe; ‘Cat’s Whiskers,’ 

t the Queen’s; ‘Music in the Air,’ 
at His Majesty's; ‘Sally Who?’ Par- 
nell & Zeitlin comedy, at the Strand, 
and a new Hippodrome show from 
the German. 

Estimated Grosses: 
(Rate of Exchange $4 to the Pound) 

Aldwych—A Bit of a Test’ set- 
tling down to steady $6,000, which 
is good money for show with in- 
expensive cast. 

Comedy—‘How D’You Do?.’ Char- 
lot's comeback is registering nicely 
at around $4,800, near capacity of 
this small house, with Charlot re- 
gretting show is not at bigger the- 
atre. But will not shift, as lessees 
of theatre have interest in show. 

Criterion—‘Fresh Fields’ still in 
the money at $4,500, after having 
gone as high as $6,000. Will likely 
linger through summer, due to small 
overhead. 

Daly’s—‘It’s You I Want’ not in 
the money, but holding on with 
hope for better things. At current 
gross of $3,600 losing slightly. 

Drury Lane — ‘Wild Violets’ has 
had somewhat hectic career, with 
salaries sliced shortly after opening 
_geven months ago. Has spurted re- 
cently, and now making profit at 
around $11,600. 

Fortune—‘Heritage,’ hopeless at 
$1,200, with closure imminent, 

Garrick—‘Beggars in Hell,’ never 
got started, despite some good press 
comments. Just closed at $2,000 
with ‘Clear All Wires’ replacing. 

Haymarket—‘Ten Minute Alibi,’ 
started as smash, playing for sev- 
eral weeks to steady $8,000, but has 
since taken dive to around $6,009, 
still $2,000 profit. 

Lyric—‘When Ladies Meet,’ de- 
spite mixed press, reception doing 
healthy trade, with libraries help- 
ing on $3,000 weckly commitment. 
Averaging $7,200. 

New — ‘Richard of Bordeaux,’ 
slight drop from steady $8,000 for 
several weeks to around $6,500, 40% 
profit. 

Palace—‘Dinner at Eight’ opened 
to near capacity at around $14,000 
for several weeks, and then dived 
necessitating 25% salary slice. Now 
doing steady $10,000. 

Playhouse — ‘Rats of Norway’ 
opened to $6,000, to which it played 
for a few weeks, but now nearer 
$4,000, and likely to linger, due to 
Gladys Cooper popularity. 

Phoenix — ‘High Temperature’ 
never got going despite exploiting 
cheapest West-End prices. Linger- 
ing at around $2,000. 

Queen’s—‘Once in a Lifetime’ has 
not amounted to much, due to com- 
parison of picture of same name. 
Just closed 10 weeks’ run to $3,500 
average. 

Royalty — ‘The © Brontes’ doing 
capacity matinee trade, with eve- 
ning performances comfortably 
filled. Theater small and $5,000 
weekly, excellent. 

St. James’ — ‘Late Christopher 
Bean’ just opened and_ season's 
smash. Sell-out at every show. 
Libraries have $18,000 deal spread 
over six weeks. 

Saville—‘He Wanted Adventure,’ 
another of Jack Waller - Bobby 
Howes musicals, which have proved 
profitable since theatre opened. 
After playing to $12,000 for weeks 
now doing steady $10,000. 

St. Martin’s—‘Green Bay Tree’ 
has grossed $5,000 for several 
months, but has now dropped to 
$2,600, still healthy money. 


Savoy—‘Jollv Roger,’ created in- 
terest prior to opening due to 
Equity trouble, but has never made 
money. Robey, who is only big ex- 
pense in cast, getting $1,000 per 
week, plus. percentage. Breaking 
@ven around $6,000. 

Strand —-‘While Parents Sleep,’ 
never stood up as revival. Biggest 
fross around $2,400. Closing May 
27 with Parnell & Zeitlin’s ‘Sally 
Who?’ comedy, starring Jessie Mat- 
thews, replacing 29. 

Vaudeville—‘Wild Justice’ does 
not mean much, with its $2,000 
weekly gross. Will linger till mid- 
dle June, when being replaced by 
& revue being promoted by Ken- 
neth Duffield 

Whitehall—‘Road House’ drawing 
Steady cliente le for this Walter 


She New Pieces Show London Cheer, 
Most Houses Profit; ‘Bean’ a Smash, 
‘Dinner’ Only So-So at $10,000 





‘GALLOWS’ LONDON HIT 


Bio- 





‘Wild December,’ Another 
graphical Play, Only Fair 





London, May 29. 


‘Gallows,’ at the Shaftesbury, is 
a biographical play about John 
Brown, the American historical 
character. It received fifteen cur- 


tain calls and looks like a cinch. 
About the best prospect for 
American production from _ these 
shores in some time. 
‘Wild Decembers,’ new Cochran 
piece at the Apollo, didn’t fare so 


well. It’s a dignified biographical 
play based on Charlotte Bronte’s 
life. 


Play was well received by the 
first nighters, none of them, how- 
ever, figuring it as good as another 
current play on the same subject. 

When Cochran got through read- 
ing the notices he decided to fold 
the show on June 3. 


MESSERERS DUE IN U. S. 
IN DEC; SOVIET’S IDOLS 


Moscow, May 14. 

Asaf Messerer, and his younger 
sister, Sulamith Messerer, have 
been signed up for an American 
tour by Ed Perkins, concert im- 
presario. Start their American tour 
in December. 
Asaf Messerer is regarded by 
Russian dance critics as the great- 
est male dancer since Nijinsky. 
Since he is only 26 years old, more- 
over, he may be considered only on 
the threshhold of a world career. 
Although an accomplished and 
technically perfect ballet dancer he 
appears at his best in character 
dances. His high-leaping perform- 
ance as a Chinese entertainer in the 
Soviet ballet, ‘The Red Poppy,’ is 
one of the things which has made 
that ballet a perennial favorite here. 
Messerer’s name on a concert an- 
nouncement in Moscow immediate- 
ly means a sold-out theatre. 
Both he and his sister belong to 
the new generation of Soviet- 
trained artists. Born in 1905, Asaf 
studied with the famous ballet mas- 
ter Gorsky, and in his early 20’s 
became a featured dancer at the 
Moscow ballet. His sister, 4 or 5 
years his junior, is already a pre- 
miere ballerina. She is a pupil of 
Tikhomiroff and Mme. Leontieff. 

Their program in America, Ed 
Perkins, who handles the tour, in- 
dicates, will include the famous solo 
dances from ‘Red Poppy, ‘Pas de 
Deux,’ from the ballet ‘Don Quixote’; 
‘Sword Dance’ and ‘Fanatique’ 
from the Russian musician, Sfasa- 
man’s version of the ballet ‘Sal- 
ambo.”’ It will include various spe- 
cialties developed in the new Rus- 
sia, particularly dances based on 
sport and industrialization motifs. 

Perkins is expected to visit Mos- 
cow in the near future to com- 
plete the details of the Messerer’s 
tour. 











Paris May 20. 

The Messerers, who have been 
signed for America for next season 
by Edward Perkins, will make their 
American debut at the Greek thea- 
tre in Los Angeles, of which Per- 
kins is the impresario. 

Perkins is now in Nice arrang- 
ing recitals for Jose Mojica. 








Soviet Honors Diva 


Moscow, May 15. 
One of Russia’s most popular 
prima donnas, Antonina Nezhdano- 
va, was awarded the higher decor- 
ation in the gift cf the Soviet gov- 
ernment—one of the rare occasions 
when this honor has been extended 











to an artist. 

The award was made on the oc- 
casion of the soprano’s completion 
of 30 years of artistic work, an anni- 
versary which the entire theatrical 
world of Russia and the whole 
Soviet press celebrated. 

Hackett comedy, starring Marie 
Lorne, aud still averaging around 
$4,000, profitable. 

Wyndhams—‘This Inconsistency’ 
never got started, but holding on 
primarily due to Gertrude Law- 
rence’s popularity Averaging $4,- 





900 


Picon Due 
Constantinople, May 10. 

Molly Picon and her husband, 
Jacob Kalich, here looking over the 
mosques. 

Tomorrow, they say, they must go 
to Athens. Then Venice, Paris and 
straight for New York's delicates- 
sens. 


SOREL TO QUIT 
COMEDIE FOR 
MUSIC HALL 


Paris, May 20. 
years at the Comedie 
Francaise, Cecile Sorel has re- 


quested permission to retire July 
1. The decision rests with the Min- 
ister of National Education, the 
Comedie Francaise being a state 
institution and it is highly probable 
that the celebrated artiste will be 
released as M. Emil Fabre, presi- 
dent of the theatre committee, called 
a special meeting this week to draw 
up papers putting the request be- 
fore the Minister. By the laws of 
France, if Sorel tendered her resig- 
nation, she would not be allowed to 
appear at any other theatre, but 
permission to retire would leave 
her free choice. 

Sorel says her reason is a long- 
cherished ambition to make her 
debut in a music-hall, which form 
of entertainment she considers best 
suited to the majority of modern 
French audiences. Also, because 
the music halis are undergoing a 
constant state of evolution, she be- 
lieves them the best metier for some 
new ideas of stage presentation she 
has in mind. 

The actress has already received 
the consent of Max Reinhardt to 
come to Paris from Vienna to stage 
the scenes of her initial appearance 
in the new field. She plans to pre- 
sent 8 characterizations in short 
one-act form of three celebrated 
women of history. 

Offers have been made to Sorel 
by the Theatre des Ambassadeurs, 
the Theatre Sarah Bernhardt and 
the Casino de Paris. She has de- 
cided in favor of the last mentioned 
for six months with a guarantee 
of 2,000,000 francs plus a percentage 
of the receipts. The Grand Theatre 
of Rio de Janeiro has already 
cabled a handsome bid for - two 
months. 


MASSEY, THORNDIKE SET 
FOR TOURS IN CANADA 


Toronto, May 29. 

Despite the fact that Canadian 
entrepreneurs claim the past sea- 
son to be the worst in their experi- 
ence, plans for next season are be- 
ing carried forward. Highlight of 
the 1933-34 schedule is the cabled 
advice that Raymond Massey will 
come to Canada with three plays. 
Since leaving Toronto in 1920, 
Massey has consistently turned 
down Canadian offers, confining his 
actor-producer activities to the 
London stage with the exception of 
last season’s visit to the United 
States in ‘Hamlet.’ 

His current London play, ‘Rats 
of Norway,’ will be one offered here 
and he is looking for three others, 
his message says. 

Dame Sybil Thorndyke will also 
make her first Canadian tour next 
season, appearing in Greek tragedy. 











After 32 





She will do either Euripides’ 
‘Medea’ or ‘The Trojan Woman,” or 
both. Fayan’s ‘The Improper 


Duchess,’ starring Yvonne Arnaud, 
has also been tooked. His last pro- 
duction here was ‘And So to Bed,’ 
with the same star. 

Edith Evans will be seen in Sir 
Barry Jackson's’ production of 
‘Evensong,’ sets of the Selwyn pro- 
duction being in storage here. The 
Colbourne-Jones duo, only English 
company to make a trans-Canada 
tour this season, will be back again, 
but for a shorter visit. 

Wee Georgie Wood in pantomime 
is also scheduled. The ‘Dumbbells’ 
Revue,’ a hardy annual offshoot of 
a soldiers’ concert party during the 
war, will dispense with girls in their 
coming production and send out an 
all-male show, Ross Hamiiton and 
Allan Murray of the original re- 
vues to do the. femme roles. 








London Show World 





London, May 20. 

A. E. Abrahams, lessee of the un- 
lucky Fortune theatre, is forming 
a repertory company, which is to 
include mostly West End names. 
Idea is to give new authors a chance 
to see their plays produced in the 
West End with good casts. Should 
any of the plays be winners, they 
will be transferred into another 
house, with the original cast. 

Abrahams will have every play 
read by a producer, an actor, a 
banker, himself and a charwoman. 
Beatrix Thomson, the actress, will 


have charge of the plays and the 
casting. 





Censor Ad Lib Lines 


The ‘crazy’ touring vaudeville 
show which played the Victoria 
Palace and used a sketch from the 
Palladium called ‘The Signalman’s 
Daughter’ interpolated lines which 
had been deleted by the censor. 

As a consequence the manager of 
the house and also the theatre were 
each fined $100 and $20 costs. 





U. A. Takes on 12 


United Artists have made a deal 
to handle the world distribution of 
London Film’ Productions, Ltd. 
There will be about a dozen pic- 
tures produced within the next 18 
months, : 

The new arrangement commences 
with ‘Royal Husband,’ being di- 
rected by Alexander Korda, with 
Charles Laughton as Henry VIII. 





Embassy’s New Play 


Embassy theatre produced ‘Some- 
times Even Now,’ May 18. A young 
couple had an affair in 1915, then 
he went to war. In 1924 she told 
him she had adopted a child and 
advised him to wed someone else. 
They meet again in the last act, 
and she finds him contentedly mar- 
ried, whereupon she tells him Peter 
is her son, whose father was killed 
in the war. Neatly played by Celia 
Johnson and Jack Hawkins. 





Twickenham Flotation 
Rumored here once more that 
Twickenham Films will go out for a 
public issue very shortly. Unit has 
been working quietly for years, 
making a good line of b. o. product 
for the home market, and is now 


AMUSEMENT CENTER ON 
SITE OF THE ALHAMBRA 


London, May 16. 

A deposit of $80,000 has been paid 
to Sir Oswald Stoll, on the purchase 
of the Alhambra. The total purchase 
price of the freehold and certain ad- 
joining property is about $1,600,000. 
The purchasers are the Premier 
New Century Cinema Syndicate, 
Ltd., headed by E. A. Stone, theatre 
architect. Possession will be given 
in August. 

The new building is expected to be 
finished in less than g year, and is to 
be named the New Century. It pro- 
vides for a stadium in the basement 
seating 3,000, which will contain 
bars, billiard hall and gymnasium. 

The ground floor will be a beer 
garden to accommodate about 2,000, 
in which entertainment on a stage 
will be provided with Tyrolean at- 
mosphere. Above the ground floor 
will be a flower garden, restaurant 
and dance floor. The second floor 
will be a restaurant of all nations, 
where food, music and decorations 
will be representative pf half-a- 
dozen of the principal nations. On 
the roof there will be artificial sun- 
bathing. 

The outstanding shares and de- 
benture bonds of the Alhambra Cor- 
poration total around $900,000, and 
if the purchase price claimed is cor- 
rect, the Stoll Corporation will enjoy 
a handsome profit on the deal. 





Vienna Gets ‘Lincoln’ 


St. Gallen, May 15. 

John Drinkwater’s ‘Abraham Lin- 
coln,’ adapted by Erich Glass (Vari- 
ety), was given a send-off at the 
local Stadt Theatre under the di- 
rection of Theo Modes. 

This was the first stage presenta- 
tion of the play in German language. 
Modes has announced the play for 
summer season of the Kur-Theatre 
in Baden (near Zurich), and pro- 
poses to continue to feature it also 
during the autumn and winter sea- 
son 1933-34 at his theatre in St. 
Gallen, 

Press was favorable. 

There is unanimous praise for 
Theo Modes’ subtle direction, and 
for the cast, headed by Johannes 
Steiner as Lincoln, Special praise 
has been showered also on Fritz 
Bois who offers a deeply stirring 
portrayal of the old-Negro-preacher. 





doing a Gracie Fields picture under 
Radio supervision. 

Julius Hagen heads the concern, 
Output is about 20 a year. 





Copyright Warning 
The Music Publishers’ Associa- 
tion, Ltd., has issued a warning to 
performers to abstain from using 
parodies of copyright musical works, 


claiming they constitute infringe. 
ment, 





Women Club Menace 

New woman's organization this 
side is the Women's International 
Film Association, with a head office 
in Wardour street. Already pro- 
duced one film, apparently with a 
more or less personal angle to its 
members, 

Claiming to have 5,000 members 
already, certain wide-eyed film 
trade execs. are hoping there will be 
no women’s club censorship in thig 
country on the lines which worries 
the industry in the States. 

The W. I. F. A. is already talking 
about issuing its own censorship 
certificates on films. 





London Speakeasies 

Increase in the number of speaks 
in London is really curious, partic- 
ularly in view of the rigid police 
supervision. At present any wise 
guy can buy drinks in the West End 
at any hour of the night or day, if 
he has entry to the right places. A 
club can legally fix its own drinking 
hours, but they must conform with 
the licensing hours of its particular 
district. 

Pavilion ; 

Too many singing acts and lack 
of femme element make the London 
Pavilion bill week of May 15 rather 
a tedious affair. Warblers are 
Teddy Stream, Donald Reid, Mr. 
Moore, formerly Syd Moorehouse, 
who also indulge in mediocre gab. 
There is also Leslie Day, a youthful 
falsetto, and the Three Rhythm 
Sisters. Latter are a Jack Hylton 
discovery from Scotland. 

The burden of comedy falls on the 
shoulders of Fred Sanborn, who is 
a hit, and Lee, Lee, Lee and Lee, 
whose pantomime and hoke find 
general appeal. 

Others are Bert Weston, doing a 
good ‘stew’ number, and Will Mor- 
ris, comedy cycle. 

This is the first week since house 
went continuous variety that it is 
minus a compere. More than likely 
John Southern will try and do with- 
out one. 

Leicester Square 

Harry Foster, at the Leicester 
Square week of May 15, managed to 
talk Edmonde Guy out of a week's 
contract. Femme was booked here 
for fortnight at $600 per, but after a 
week proved she would not mean 
much for the second week, and Fos- 
ter’s persuasion worked. Houston 
Sisters replaced, and proved worth 
while. Girls do a fairly good act. 
If ever they get the right material 
they will be on top. 

Six Lucky Boys here after seven 
weeks of ‘Crazy’ work at the Palla- 
dium do not stuff. Clyde Whitson 
has a few black-outs, including the 
‘mind reading’ bit, a big laugh. 

Caligary Brothers play a quick 
return. Val Rosing, formerly the 
crooner of Harry Hall's B. B. C. 
band, is disappointing. Iris Kirk- 
white, recently back from America 
with Earl Adison, now soloing with 
clever toe work. 

Terry Sisters and Peggy Des- 
mond, a new close harmony trio, 
o. k., but by no means a Boswell 
Sisters. Cardini, here prior to his 
appearance before the King and 
Queen at the Palladium, is still ‘ace’ 
of mystics. 

Raymond Smith, ventriloquist 
with ‘stew’ dummy, is entertaining. 





London Cruise Shows 

the popularity of cruises 
growing daily, the Cunard line is 
buying elaborate’ entertainment. 
Idea was suggested by Mat. Mc- 
Keigue. It consists of ‘flash’ show 
with cast of 15, including eight 
chorus girls. ; 

Program as well as dresses will 
be changed three times weekly. 
Entire cost of production will not 
be more than $600. Shows will be 
staged by Percy Athos, formerly of 
the Princes’ restaurant and now 
staging nigh’ shows at Murrays 
Club and Romano’s. 

McKeigue admits he got the idea 
from the William Morris office. 


With 





Duffield Producing 
Kenneth Duffield, writer and pro- 
ducer, has found a bankroll and 
producing a revue early in June at 
the Vaudeville theatre. Company 
financing project are John Merry- 
man, Ltd. 


People are Louise Browne, Charles 
Heslop, Doris Hare and Nelson 
Keys. Paul Murray is booking. 


Hipp Show on Way 

New Hippodrome show, tentative- 
ly titled ‘Give Me a Ring,’ at last in 
active rehearsals, after several post- 
ponements. Show is from German 
musical film. ; 

Understood it opens cold. Cast 1s 
pretty big. Show likely to be rea ly 
third week in June. 
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‘NUTS TO YOU’ 
GETS $31,000 
AT $1.65 


Chicago, May 29. 

About $31,000 was picked up by 
‘Nuts to You’ at $1.65 in the Orien- 
tal. Whether this was in competi- 
tion with legit trade or a diversion 
of muzuma that might have flowed 
to the cinema is anybody’s guess. 
Palace-felt that the cheaper priced 
tickets to the Oriental were pur- 
chased at the expense of their 
yaudefilm. It is probable that the 
Oriental’s policy and 3,200 seats 
constitute competition to both 
groups of theatres. 

Lenore Ulric comes in Monday 
night (29) in ‘Angel,’ cut down from 
‘Hard-Boiled Angel.’ Katharine Cor- 
nell’s ‘Alien Corn’ is due at the Har- 


ris June 4, while the Studebaker 
has found a tenant in ‘Hats Off,’ 
which appears to be a revue of 


largely amateur membership and 


Northwestern University roots. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Family Upstairs’ Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (22nd week). No telling how 
long this one can be pushed with 
the World’s Fair as a fresh source 
for those two-for-ones. Around $3,- 

000. ® 

‘Nuts to You,’ Oriental (R-3,200; 
$1.65) (2nd week). First seven days 
around $31,000, which is about 
breaking even with name-studded 
show reported guaranteed $20,000. 
Matinees have been $900 and under 
but nights holding up. Less than 
what was hoped. Third week un- 


likely. Next attraction uncertain. 
Followed a custom increasingly 
common in Chicago of stamping 


higher-priced ducats to sell under 
printed amount as demand for 
cheapness exceeds allotments. Esti- 
mate here includes first seven days 
and opening sell-out. 

‘On the Make,’ Garrick (F-1,276; 
$2.20) (6th week). Auspices making 
some coin. $4,000. 

‘Piccoli,’ Erlanger (C-1,318; $2.20) 
(2nd week). Marionettes’ trade con- 
tinued pretty good. Around $8,000. 

‘Pigeons and People,’ Crand (C- 
1,207; $2.20) (2nd, final week). 
Cohan following assures good fort- 
night any time. Second week around 
$9.000. 

‘Shuffle Along,’ Illinois (R-1,335; 
$2.20) (5th week). Going out to 
become a tab for picture house 
touring. Negro revue opened this 
house for first time this season. 


‘DINNER,’ FRISCO’S ONLY 
LEGIT, CLICKS $19,000 


San Francisco, May 29. 
‘Dinner at Eight’ is the town’s 
only legit, and the Belasco & Cur- 
ran piece looks a cinch to follow its 
money record set up in Los Angeles. 
First week deemed sure to strike 
$19,000, a pretty piece of change. 
Columbia had ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land’ back for one day after doing 
dates at Fresro, Stockton and other 
valley towns for Fox-West Coast. 
The Reginald Travers production 
which has done so well here may be 
booked around Los Angeles’ by 
Ralph Pincus. 


Future Plays 
‘Carrots and Peas,’ intimate revuc 
by Mitchell Hodges and Fred Ford, 
to be put into work for summer 
showing. Authors, who do radio con- 
tinuities, will stage piece themselves. 
Second ‘Nine O’clock Revue’ opens 


May 30 at the Music Box, Holly- 
wood. Revised from ‘Jig Saws,’ 
which played the Geary, San Fran- 
cisco, earlier in the month. Cast: 
John T. Murray, Vivien Oakland, 
Eddie Lambert, Ernest F. Young, 


Helen Clive, Doris Whitney, Tut 
Mace, Don Carroll, Virginia Kami, 
Don Julian & Marjorie, Carla 
Laemmle, Linda Marie, Joe Nei- 
meyer, David Lord, Ted Burge, Em- 
erson Frome, Mary Ann Darling, 
Hermes Pan and Al Terry’s orches- 
tra. 

‘Capital City, 1933,’ by Richard 
Bohnen, listed on Elizabeth Miele’s 
tryout season at Summit, N. J. 

‘Life Wants Padding,’ Irving K. 
Davis’ play, is to get a summer try- 
out by Al H. Woods, with a view 
to fall production. Sir Alfred Butt 
may also produce in London. 


CAST CHANGES 
Dorris Groday will replace Mitzi 
Mayfair in “Take a Chance’ June 5. 
Charles Purcell will have the role 
in ‘Shady Lady,’ originally assigned 
George Houston. 
Mady Correll 
Patrick in the 


replaced Lee 
of ‘June 


has 
revival 





Moon.” 


Hampden Ends Season 
For Pittsburgh, $3,500 


Pittsburgh, May 29 
Considering the fact that he hit 
town on two of the year’s hottest 


nights, Walter Hampden didn’t do 
so badly in his brief engagement at 
the Nixon last week. Played Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in ‘Capon- 
sacchi’ and Thursday afternoon in 
‘Hamlet,’ getting around $3,500, with 
plenty of help from cut-rate school 
tickets. 

Hampden wound up season at 
Nixon, with house going dark until 
early September. It wasn’t a bad 
season at all. Town's only legit 
site got around 30 weeks in all. in- 
cluding five with road-show pic- 
tures, which is the best showing in 
some years. 

Next season's activity has already 
been started by American Theatre 
Society committee, with prospec- 
tuses and subscription blanks al- 
ready out for 1933-34 series of six 
plays. It'll be three from the Guild 
and three from other producers, ac- 
cording to current announcements, 
with ‘School for Husbands’ first on 
list. 


LAST ALA. LEGIT QUITS, 
GOING INTO VAUDFILM 


Birmingham, May 29. 

The last wgit house in Alabama 
is to go vaudefilm this week. The 
Jefferson, formerly the* Erlanger, is 
installing sound and will play pic- 
tures and stage shows at a price of 
15 cents. 

The Ambkr Stock Co. last week 
closed an 18-week run with moder- 
ate success and will remain in Birm- 
ingham to furnish the stage talent. 


Hartwig’s Studio Leave 
To Run Summer Stock 





Walter Hartwig has been given a 
leave of absence over the summer 
from the Fox studio to reassume di- 
rection of the-new Ogunquit Play- 
house at Ogunquit, Me., which was 
specially built for him for his sum- 
mer rep season of 10 weeks com- 
mencing July 1. In September the 
legit stager returns to the Fox 
(Western Avenue) studio in Holly- 
wood under Sol Wurtzel as a full- 
fledged director. He went out as a 
dialog director on Germans to work 
with the imported Paul Martin. 


Hoke Profit, Class Loss 


Lincoln, May 29. 

Ray Weaver is dickering with a 
tent show company to open within 
the next two weeks on a lot in 
Council Bluffs, Ia. 

Weaver will continue to have his 
finger in the operation of Glenray 
Stock here at the Liberty, which 
he hopes to continue through the 
major portion of the summer. 

Playing a steady program of 
hokum stock and vaude, the Glen- 
ray company under his manage- 
ment has enjoyed phenomenal suc- 
cess and has lasted 18 weeks to a 
profit. The previous company, at- 
tempting to do class legit, lasted 
about as long, but didn’t do so well. 








Courting ‘Merry Widow’ 
Hollywood, May 29. 
Donald Brian is around town and 
figures on going into the lead part 
in the ‘Merry Widow,’ which will 
be revived at the Biltmore shortly. 
Brian played the part during the 
New York run of the operetta. 





Current Road Shows 


For Week May 29 

‘Alien Corn,’ Forrest, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Broadway Rhapsody,’ 
Gardens, New Orleans. 

‘Business Before Pleasure,’ Play- 
house, Hollywood. 

‘Counsellor at Law,’ El 
Los Angeles. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ Shubert, 
ton. 

‘Dinner at Eight,’ San Francisc: 


Suburban 


Capitan 


Bos- 


‘Hard Boiled Angel,’ Grand Opera 
Heuse, Chicago. , 

‘Her Majesty’ and ‘Amber Widow, 
Seattle. 


‘Nuts to You,’ Oriental, Chicas 
‘On the Make,’ Garrick, Chicag 
‘Riddle Me This,’ Princess, Chi 
cago. 
‘Shufflle Along,’ Illinois, Chicags 
‘The Middle Notch,’ Music Box 


Hollywood 


‘The Only Girl,’ Biltmore, Los Ar 
geles. . 
‘The Piccoli, Erlanger, Chicas 
‘Caponsacchi’ and ‘Hamlet.’ Ein- 
pire, Syracuse, May 29-30; Capito! 
Albany, May 31; Parsons, Hartford 
June ] Shubert, New Havel 
June 2-3 . 
*‘Yoshe Kalb.’ Chestnut Philadet}- 


phia. 


| 
‘Family Upstairs,’ Cort, Chicas | 
| 
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‘| Shows in Rehearsal 





‘The Ghost Writer’ (Hopkins 


and Heyer), Masque. 
“Shady Lady’ (George Meyer) 
Fulton, 


‘Shooting Star’ 
Gaige), Selwyn. 

‘The Climax’ (Shuberts), 
liott. 


‘Counsellor’s’ L.A. 


(Crosby 


El- 











Fight-Week Run 


Los Angeles, May 29 

Past week found the legit situ- 
ation generally not so hot, although 
‘Counsellor-at-Law’ as the excep- 
tion continued to draw a good gross, 
with Henry Duffy deciding to hold 
the Elmer Rice play at the El Capi- 
tan in Hollywood another three 
weeks at least. It pulled in $6,000 
for its fifth week. Four weeks is 
considered a good run at the El 
Capitan, with the eight stanzas now 
planned being exceptional. 

One new show, another co-oper, 
opened at the Hollywood Playhouse 
Tuesday (23). This is ‘Business 
Before Pleasure,’ with the dialog 
brushed up and starring Alexander 
and Nat Carr. Although in at $1.65 
top, most of the revenue is coming 
through a 25ec service charge on 
passes. Opening week did $2,100, 
with 10% of this amount going for 
house rental, 

Although receiving excellent no- 
tices from the cricks, “The Only 
Girl’ folded Saturday after two slim 
weeks at Erlinger’s Biltmore, the 
second stanza doing only $6,000. Al- 
though nothing is set, there is dick- 
ering to shoot the revived Victor 
Herbert musical into the Columbia, 
San Francisco. 

George K. Arthur’s co-oper, “The 
Middle Watch,’ at the Hollywood 
Music Box, continued a fair draw 
on the 25c service charge on passes, 
with the past week hitting an esti- 
mated $1,400. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Business Before Pleasure,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse (ist week) (C- 
1,152-$1.65). First full week around 
$2,100, with the co-opers getting 
little more than buttons because of 
the advance campaign and produc- 
tion cost. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ El Capitan 
| (6th week) (CD-1,571-$1.65). Good 
| draw at $6,000, with the play now 
scheduled to go eight weeks at least. 
Otto Kruger gets an additional two 
weeks’ leave from Metro to continue 
in the show. 

‘The Middle Watch,’ Music Box 
(4th week) (C-965-$1.65). Run 
nearing its end, with George K. Ar- 
thur likely taking over the Play- 
house after ‘Biz Before Pleasure.’ 
Last week all right for the co-opers 
at $1,400 

‘The Only Girl,’ Biltmore (2d-final 
week) (M-1,656-$1.65). Disappoint- 
ing at $6,000, with the future of the 
musical doubtful. 


‘GIRL’ REPLACEMENT 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
Eleanor Hunt replaced Evelyn 
Rhue last week in the cast of ‘The 
Only Girl,’ current at the Biltmore. 
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Flock of Broadway Bow-Outs Puts 
List Below June 1 Ebb Last Year 


Start of June this season is run- 





$6,000, Assures 


Barrymore, and possibly ‘Sing,’ Im- 


ning neck and neck with the same} perial. 
|} week last year. Heavy crop of A heat wave last week, when the 
closings last Saturday and this|temperature reached &6 degrees, 
week will drop Broadway's list to} dropped some grosses to new lows. 
15, at most. Last year there were} No premiere carded this week. For 
17 shows at the time, real differ- | June 12 the listing is: ‘Shooting 
ence being that there were more! Star,’ Selwyn; something called 
runs about to wind up, while cur- | ‘Not Tonight Baby’ (no house 
rently there are more repeats and} named), and revival of ‘Climax.’ 
|} revivals postponed from this week. 
Repeat date of ‘Of Thee I Sing Estimates for Last Week 

drew better than expected, with ‘Best Sellers,’ Morosco (Sth week) 


| grosses around $16,000 at $2.75 top, 
|}and it is holding over beyond the 


| two weeks announced. ‘Both Your 
Houses,’ the prize winner, brought 
back for a single week, is staying 


a second week, having gotten $10,- 





and the Gilbert and Sullivan season 
ended at the St. James. ‘They All 
Come to Moscow’ will stop at the 
Lyceum Wednesday. 

‘Strike Me Pink’ heads the clos- 
ings due Saturday, chief grosser 
stopping because its leading player 
(Jimmy Durante) will leave; it is 
finale also for ‘Forsaking All 
Others,’ Times Square; ‘Run Little 
Chillun’, Lyric; ‘Both Your Houses,’ 


‘ALIEN CORN’ IN PHILLY 
LOOKS LIKE $18,000 


Philadelphia, May 29. 

This week winds up the legit sea- 
son in Philly although one more 
booking is announced and a couple 
of others are reported for the sum- 
mer months. 

This week’s two re-lighted houses 
are the Forrest and Chestnut (two 
U.B.O. theatres here), former with 





‘Alien Corn’ and latter with 
Maurice Schwartz’ ‘Yoshe Kalb.’ 
Both engagements limited to a 


single week, although latter might 
decide to hold on if attendance 
warrants. Announced booking is 
‘Shady Lady,’ musical comedy try- 
out coming to the Chestnut (and 
not the Forrest as previously an- 
rounced) on June 5. Both Garrick 
and Forrest are rumored as having 
musical bookings too. 

Sale for Miss Cornell’s ‘Alien 
Corn,’ was very big although not 
bulking as heavy in advance as ‘The 
Barretts.’ With a $3 top—a rarity 
here now—Cornell vehicle should 
get $18,000 without difficulty. 





O’Shea’s Milwaukee Co. 


Milwaukee, May 29. 

Oscar O’Shea players opened a 
summer stock season at the David- 
son last night (Sunday) with ‘Mary 
Comes to Stay.’ 

O’Shea is well known here through 
previous connections with Garrick 
and Shubert stock companies. 
Among those in his company are 
Esther Evans, Jay Collins, Emmett 
C’Shea and Cecille Elliott. 





She plays the role of Patsy. 


A 35 cent top has been established. 








Erlanger office. 
along with the Ziegfeld estate. 





estate. 





if the ‘Follies’ reaches the boards. 


rights, his proposition probably 
Purke-Baron negotiations. 


Reports from the coast that Billie 
Ziegfeld, would present ‘Ziegfeld Follies’, were partially confirmed at the 
Erlanger estate has a proprietory interest in the title 
If the 
was arranged by Miss Burke and Saul J. Baron, attorney for Erlanger’s 
Relations between Baron and Judge Mitchell Erlanger have been 
strained since the estate was bested in court by Charlotte Leslay Fixel, 
the showman’s common-law wife, who has since remarried. 

Miss Burke may use Ned Wayburn and Bobby Connolly as stagers, 


Inside Stufl—Legit 


3urke, the widow of the late Flo 


deal has been consummated it 


A. C. Blumenthal, who handled the 


Ziegfeld show matters during his illness and after his demise, announced 
a ‘Follies’, but apparently dropped the plan. 
now 


sought the title 
result of the 


Max Hart 


dependent on the 


Crosby Gaige points out that although Paramount has invested money 


Star’, 


the play written about the life of 


the production of ‘Shooting 
the late Jeanne Eagels, shortly to be shown at the Selwyn, the bidding 
| for the picture rights will not be curtailed. If there is any bidding for 
| the rights, Par must top any other bid if it wants to do the screen 
version, 
| Impression appeared to be that the Par interest in ‘Star’ was a viola- 
tion of the Dramatic Guild rules Technically that is not correct, but 
the deal was turned down once | 
— 
Vie Monroe, assistant stage manager for ‘Strike Me Pink’, Majestic 
'«N. Y.). was ordered to Saranac last week. A throat ailment apparently 
not correctly diagnosed, caused him to whisper for the past sever: 1 
easons, 
Sam Ledner, stage manager of the show, raised $500 among the com 
pany and out front employees, which was presented te Monroe Latter | 
was with George White musicals for eight years and Jast season was 


i backstage with Ziegfeld’s ‘Hot Cha’, 


| (C-830-$3.30). 
| but 


May stay for while 
summer holdover doubtful; 
house and show same management: 
Slightly over even break at $5,000. 
‘Biography,’ 25th 
(C-830-$3.30). play 


week ) 
through 


Avon 
Will 


June and perhaps longer; off with 
field last week; $7,000; lowest fig- 
| ured to date but profitable. 

‘Fly By Night,’ Belmont (ist 


week) (C-500-$2.20). Presented in- 





000—profitable. ‘Counsellor at Law’ 
did well enough, too, but stopped | 
Saturday. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ another re- 
peat, folded Saturday following 
union trouble, at which time ‘$25 
an Hour’ stopped at the Masque 


dependently (Charles E. Sullivan); 
written by Richard F. F!ournoy; 


also called ‘Under Canvas’; opens 
Wednesday (31). 
‘Forsaking All Others,’ Times 


Square (13th week) (D-1,057-$3.30). 
Final week; did moderately well 
most of way at $6,500 average; 
$4,000 or less last week. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Shubert (27th week) 
(M-1,395-$3.30). Andther month to 
go and then Chicago; last week 
lowest since opening with gross 
dipping under $11,000; hurt by heat. 

‘Goodbye Again,’ Plymouth (334d 
week) (C-1,042-$3.30). Will play 
through this month (June) with 
Chicago likely following; around 
$4,000; gets by through percentage 
arrangement. 

‘Mask and the Face,’ Guild (4th 
week) (C-914-$3.30). Another week 
to go; about $8,000; strictly sub- 
scription money, 

‘Music in the Air,’ 44th St. (28th 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Renewed 
ticket deal will keep this musical 
another two months; business off 
like ali others but over $11,000 ifm 
dicated. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ 48th St. 
(15th week) (F-969-$3.30). Should 
last through summer; modest cost 
comedy grossed around $6,000 last 
week; profit both ways. 

‘Run, Little Chillun’, Lyric (14th 
week) (D-1,046-$2.20). Final week; 
colored novelty missed clicking but 
got by moderately; around $5,000 
lately. 

‘Strike Me Pink,’ Majestic (13th 
week) (R-1,700-$3.85). Final week; 
sustained hot weather dropped gross 
to $23,500 last week but could hold 
over; withdrawal of Jimmy Du- 
rante closing show. 


‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (27th 
week) (M-1,720-$3.30). Olsen and 


Jack Haley and 
Sid Silvers next week; continues 
another month and then Chicago; 
$15,000 estimated last week. 

‘Tattle Tales,’ Broadhurst (1st 
week) (R-1,118-$3.30). Presented 
independently (Frank Fay, Barbara 
Stanwyck), coast revue toured to 
Broadway; opens Thursday (1). 
‘They All Come to Moscow,’ Ly- 
ceum. Closes Wednesday at which 
time three weeks will be completed; 


Johnson replace 


continued after bad start for film 
rights. 
‘$25 An Hour,’ Masque. Closed 


suddenly Saturday; played bit less 


than three weeks. 
Repeats and Revivals 

‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ Alvin; Play- 
ers Club revival with adl star cast; 
opened Monday: slated for: two 
weeks. 

‘Of Thee |! Sing,’ Imperial; hold- 
ing over this (3rd) week; business 
up around $16,000. 


‘Both Your Houses,’ Barrymore; 


holding over although announced 
for one week; around $10,000 and 
profitable. 


Gilbert and Sullivan revivals, St. 
James (Erlanger’s), closed last Sat- 


urday. 
‘When Ladies Mect,’ Royale; 
closed Saturday; stage hands dis- 


pute, 
‘June Moon,’ Ambassador; revival. 
‘Another Language,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival. 
‘It’s a Wise Child,’ Hudson; re- 
vival. 
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Poil de Carotte While the photography is much THE NUISANCE discovers his consort’s attempt to Moi et L Imperatrice 
(Continued from page 15) better on the whole than is to be free Taher and a duel is fought be- P 
b 1 elon found ‘<n the average picture of its| Metro production and release, starring | tween the two men. Im the end, (‘Me and the Empress’) 
others, and net result is an entranc- | kind, now and then it is unfortu- i es gy SB, SB. My Amrou is killed by his owe, — (FRENCH VERSION) 
. . . ‘ “4 4 . ‘ ‘ rag at 
ing film. nately jumpy when something €X-| jjoward Emmett Rogers: additional dialog | tures, and happiness resu ts a in siete a _Paris, May 10, 
Robert Lynen, a kid who never | citing is going on. Fight between a] by Sam Spewack and Bella Cohen. At the | sultana and her Prince, an 1@ |) An Erich Pommer Production for UF 
before had professional experience,|rattler and king snake is also Capitol, N. Y., week May 26. Running | fisherman and his sweetheart. Preducish "Sielinentes ene Directed 
‘ j ar , ; n¢ y _ ~~ - . ‘ ants time, & minutes, ware : - ’ Yrederic ender, who als 
is Fou de de Carotte. Literally | slossed over, with actual attack not Joo. SteVENS. coccccccssocecesesss+-Lee@ Tracy Photography is good and the some of the musical numbers. Dialonne ee 
that means ‘Carrot Hair.’ He's anjon film. Battle of the dogs with @] fyorothy 2... ceceeeeccsceecceee, Madge Evans | dancing is really noteworthy. There | Bernard Zimmer. Starring Lilian ace be 
unhappy youngster. Born un- | big cougar also not well caught in| Dr. Prescott...e.e...--.--.--Frank Morgan | are a few daring flashes of nude |and Charles Boyer. Also in the cast = 
: : - : : . 4 . : > - st are: 
wanted, when s f: er s . closeups. FIOPPY «eee eecee --Charles Butterworth rir] yn the auction block in the | Pierre Brasseur, Daniele Breg s, > ° 
were air “ady tt es ba ie This is the sort of animal picture | Calhoun ......... dhbiiemede Jone sense io senatiet sequence. Mosjoukine | Stephen, Devilder, Niida Duplessy cum 
> aeasy © ne parting of the ota : 4 Bi peeaneggease” j| Miss Rutherford.. .. Virginia Cherrill | 58% MERCY Gow . re Michel Duran, Julius Falkenstein, Loanc?! 
ways, he’s the butt of all arguments. that can bear exploitation with eed bo Boe we ....David Landau | plays with dignity that makes him | ana Verly and others. Opened at the Man 
His mother is portrayed as a com- possibilities of making money in the Mrs. Mannheimer...sseeeseseess Greta Meyer | every inch the prince, but the earn- | rignan-Pathe May 8. ” 
pletely mean woman. She beats the | right theatres. It's not a big first- hinge MT idbsaveepegier mm p= | estness he gives to his role makes — 
kid at every possible turn and makes | run item, but in the medium and | (pi hmomh [lipritressssessss oS" Syd Saylor | it seem out of tempo with the other A gay and attractive screen op. 
lesser operations has better than story-book characters who support | eretta laid in the period of the See. 


his life miserable. The father is no 
help, either, because he’s a tired, 
cempletely egotistic person who 
can't be bothered noticing whatever 
isn't directly under his nose. Sothe 
kid finally decides the only thing 
left is suicide. He hangs himself, 
the father saves him, and the two 
go off hand in hand to talk over 
what they can do about the mother. 

Not a very pretty story, but it’s 
handled simply and with force. 
Lynen sets himself immediately as 
a kid actor. No child, anywhere, 
has surpassed this performance. 
Harry Beur, as the father, also turns 
in the best work of his career. And 
he’s probably France’s best char- 
acter actor. Catherine Fonteney, as 
the mother, is effective. She's from 
the Comedie Francaise and knows 
how. 

Maybe it’s not possible to dub the 
picture into English, “the most ob- 
vious way of handling the film for 
local consumption. It’s being sold 
here as for ‘adults only,’ which Is 
silly. It may eventually be remade 
by a Hollywood company, although 
the Coast is still leery of kid stuff, 

Kauf. 


LIBELEI 


(‘Young Love’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


fair chances. 
Cameo engagement aided by per- 
sonal appearance of Brucvw and one 





‘The Nuisance’ is a bright little 
picture that should get moderate 
grosses but prove a b.o. winner in 


good western. 


of his <ogs. 


leased 
farmer’s captur: 


to that Educat released 
similar to ‘Cougar’ called 
the Killer.’ 


Radio production and 
Creighton Chaney and Rosco 
rower, director; David O. 
ducer; David Lewis, 
story and script by 
Sherman, art; 
Fred Knudston, editor. 
nedy, Billy Butts, 
Furness, At 
one day, May 23, on double bil 
time, 53 mins, 


Cast 





ranch, But this time it 


well-chosen 





Paris, May 9. 


Original German version with French 
sub-tisies, now being shown fer a run at 
© Btudio de I'Etoile. Story by Arthur 
hnitgler, Directed yb Max Ophuls. 
Cast includes Magda Schneider, Louise 
Ulrich, Willy .Eichberger and Liebeneiner. 





This Viennese love story is heads 
and shoulders above the rank and 
“file of usual screen entertainment. 
It is particularly impressive be- 
cause of the earnestness and sin- 
eérity with which it is presented. 
There is no striving for novelty or 
sensation; instead, the director has 
unfolded the poignant revelation of 
a youthful love, too perfect to last, |i 
with telling simplicity and flashes. 
It is seldom that the work of a 
great writer is transferred to the 


outfit used. 


western would 


Educational not so long 
a short subject bi 
of a cougar, 

farmer's capture of a cougar. Prior 


release. 
Tom Keene and features Dorothy Wilson, 


Hooper Atchles, 
Loew's New York, N. Y., 


ago re- 
ised on a 


a feature 
‘Trailing 
Char. 


SCARLET RIVER 


Stars 


Ates. Otto 


Selznick, pro- 
associate producer: 
Harold Shumate; Al 
Nick Musuaca, 
: Ed 


camera; 
Ken- 
Betty 


1. Running 


Basically this is western No. 7; 
the one in which the rascally fore- 
man connives with the villain to 
bankrupt the poor gal and cop the 


has been 


mixed up quite a bit and with good 
photography, 
and satisfactory sound it’s a pretty 
Added angle of a 
picture company working on the 
threatened ranch, with the hero of 
the troupe doing the rescue work, 
is going to help and will permit this 
release to take a chance where a 
straight 
tickets. Sold from the picture angle 
it should click with B houses. 

Production scenes are well han- 
died to give a good idea of how it’s 
done, with a complete duplicate 
Opening comedy bit, 
a trifle overstressed, has a real es- 
tate picnic swarming into the vast 
open spaces just at the wrong mo- 
ment, which is why they go to the 
ranch. 
Dialog is none too brilliant, but 
t tells the story, there are the usual 
outdoor shots, apparently in new 
territory, and the interior photog- 
raphy is better than that in most 


settings 


sell no 


screen with such sympathy and un- | westerns. 
derstanding. Max Ophuls is not{ Keene gets good support from 
just a master of technique, but an| Creighton Chaney and Hooper 


artist, 

Though the romance deals with 
the evanescence of youth, it is evi- 
dent from the beginning that trage- 
dy must shadow such heights of 
happiness. Fate brings together a 
handsome young officer of dragons, 
who has had a disastrous love affair 
with a baroness, and the sweet, 
soulful daughter of an old musician. 
In their walks through the streets 
of Vienna during a snowsterm and 
a sleigh-ride in the Semmering for- 
ests, the ardent young couple swear 
their undying devotion. But they 
cannot control the forces of life 
which involve the soldier-lover in a} i 
duel over his first boyish flame, the 
baroness. He is killed, and when 
his sweetheart receives the dreadful 
news, unable to go on without him, 
she throws herself out of the 
window. 





COUGAR 


Sidney A. Snow production and atate 
rights release. Features Jay Bruce, 
Based on mountain lion hunt in California. 
At Cameo, N. Y., week starting Saturday, 
May 20. Running time, 70 mina. 





This is an interesting camera 
record of ah expedition into Caly 
hills ‘in quest of cougars, or moun- 
tain lions, and other game indi- 
genous to the western United States. 
Better than most film accounts of 
hunts or expeditions, and besides 
attracting attention of grownups 
should be great for the kids. Lat- 
ter were preponderately in evidence 
at showing caught here. 

RKO's freak Cameo is billing pic- 
ture as ‘Cougar, the King Killer.’ 
This may be literally incorrect in 
deference to the African lion, but 
for purposes of the b.o. it is desir- 
able to add something to ‘Cougar,’ 
as it appears in main title of pic- 
ture. Few people, particularly in 
the east or south, may know what 
cougar is. 

Even in the west the animal is 
more generally known as the moun- 
tain lion. He’s not the largest of 
North American animals, but comes 
close to being the most vicious. 

Like his more hotcha African 
brother, the American lion gets a 
kick out of killing, and many. states 
pay hunters to wipe them out. * This 
camera record is of one of the hunts 
of Jay Bruce, California lion killer, 
with the offscreen narrative well 
done by Snow, credited as producer. 

Action starts with arrival of small 
expedition in lion country. and after 
various minor captures of cougars, 
mostly kittens, and other animals 
and snakes, comes to a climax with 


useful 


romantic 


Atchley as the menaces, and Doro- 
thy Wilson makes a personable and 
interest, 
Roscoe Ates in for comedy without 
his stutter and just as funny. Not 
a knockout, but an efficient Aa 


with 


hic. 


28 Jours de Clairette 


Opened origirally at the Olympia. 
and others. 


comedy by Antony Mars, 
mond and Victor Roger by Andre Hugon, 


operetta laid in picturesque settings 


(‘Clairette’s 28 Days’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, May 10. 


Directed by Andre Hugon for og oo 

s 
Armand-Bernard, Mlle. Mireille, 
Adapted from the musical 
Hippolyte Ray- 


ncludes 





Intended as a merry little film 


of the Paris of 1889, but the gaiety 
is much too forced. 


Clairette, a fascinating little mil- 
liner, marries Monsieur Vivarel. 
She is jealous of Berenice, the for- 
mer mistress of Vivarel, who has 
become a modiste since being aban- 
doned by her lover. When Vivarel 
is called away to serve his 28-day 
military duty in the 33d Hussars, 
the two women decide to follow 
him. 

Clairette, being the niece of a 
fencing master, is well versed in 
handling arms, and disguises her- 
self as a young adjutant, while 
Berenice passes herself off as Vi- 
varel’s wife. The real wife plunges 
into a series of reckless deeds of 
prowess in her desire for vengeance, 
and her adventures, gay escapades 
and the blunders and many mix- 
ups which ensue furnish the com- 
edy situations, 

In her male disguise Clairette 
fights a duel with one of the sol- 
diers. She is put in prison, but 
escapes in feminine attire. In the 
end Clairette’s enraged and out- 
raged husband is brought to terms, 
and Berenice finds consolation in 
the hommage paid her by a captain 
who in private life is a wealthy 
wine merchant. 

Mlle. Mireille as Clairette is fre- 
quently diverting as a comedienne 
and is a talented musician. She is 
the composer of one of the most 
}popular songs of the moment in 
France, ‘Couches dans le Foin.’ She 
has originality and personality, but, 
unfortunately, she is not star ma- 
terial in appearance. Armand Ber- 
nard does his best with the role of 
Vivarel, but the character is not 
particularly interesting. The bal- 
ance of the cast is undistinguished. 

Picture rises a little above the 
mediocre, but the story, music and 
settings had possibilities for some- 
thing much better than has been 


toto because of the modest budget 
this Larry Weingarten-Metro pro- 
duction evidences. (In line with a 
new studio policy, the MGM asso- 
ciate producers now get billing.) 
Lee Tracy is starred and while he’s 
still a bit light for solo marquee 
draft, he has been building his draw 
and this should send him over. 

Title is a bit obscure. ‘The Am- 
bulance Chaser’ might be a more 
fitting label. (Wasn't that the title 
of a play by the Spewacks, who 
are now credited for the dialog?) 

Tracy is the enterprising ambu- 
lance chaser who combines his 
Blackstone skill with not a little 
showmanship in wresting big dam- 
age awards from the traction com- 
pany of the anonymous city, where 
the surface car company has estab- 
lished a special crusade against its 
particular legal nemesis. 

Romance interest is via Madge 
Evans as a special investigator for 
the traction company to lure Tracy 
into disbarment. Tracy’s staff in- 
cludes a besotted, lovable medico 
(well done by Frank Morgan) who 
can make healthy spines appear 
curved as the convincer for the jury 
on the plea of vast internal in- 
juries following accidents. 

David Landau as the car com- 
pany’s special detective, and John 
Miljan as its attorney, figure con- 
vincingly, while Charles Butter- 
worth, in one of his characteristic 
sap roles, bolsters things in general 
on the comedy end. 

Tracy’s own style is as breezy as 
ever. He's still given to long- 
winded speeches, probably for the 
best reason that he—with the pos- 
sible exceptions of Lionel Barry- 
more and Walter Huston—is about 
the only -man in pictures who can 
reel off a number of ‘sides’ in one 
breath and keep ‘em _ interested. 
However, there’s more action to 
this’n, plus a more than average ro- 
mance angle involving Tracy and 
Miss Evans. That, too, has been 
a handicap for this breezy player, 
his seeming inability to sustain love 
interest, although it’s managed 
more than reasonably well here. 
Film will have to be sold for best 
exhibitor benefit, but the script fur- 
nishes plenty of fodder for that, 
through a series of ingenious ruses 
depicting Tracy’s system in besting 
the law. Film has been variously 
known as. ‘The Chaser,’ ‘Accidents 
Wanted,’ ‘Ambulance Chaser’ and 
‘Never Give a Sucker a Break,’ its 
last label. Abel. 


Mille et Deuxieme Nuit 


(The 1,002d Night’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, May 1T. 
Preview of G. F. F. A. picture produced 
by J. N. Ermolieff. Directed by Alexandre 
Volkoff, with dialog and story by Fernand 
Divoire. Starring Ivan Mosjoukine and 
featuring Tania Fedor. Others in cast: 
Germaine Briere, Laure Savy, Nathalie 
Lissenko, Nita Alvarez, Carla Darey, 
Neni-Yo, Sinoel, Georges Cathelat, Maurice 
Schutz and Gaston Modot. 


Another Arabian Nights type of 
production with fantastic adven- 
tures, colorful costumes, harem 
scenes, dancing fetes, and plenty of 
fighting on horseback and on foot. 
Reminiscent of the early days of 
silent, crowded-action films, offer- 
ing no new technique and no espe- 
cial interest except as a spectacle 
for the eye and a vehicle for Mos- 
joukine to look handsome in Valen- 
tinoesque raiment. 

But because of star's great popu- 
larity and what will be interpreted 
in neighborhood houses as lavish- 
ness of production, picture has good 
chances of making big money inthe 
Provinces. It would certainly create 
no stir in America, but has some 
value for foreign countries where 
costume fantasies are still well re- 
ceived. 

Mosjoukine has the part of a 
heroic Prince Taher, who is chief of 
the guards at the court of the cruel 
sultan, Amrou (Gaston Modot). The 
beautiful blonde. sultana (Tania 
Fedor), with modern coiffure and 
plucked eyelashes, loves him des- 
perately and is loved in return, but 
the noble Taher endeavors to resist 
temptation rather than complicate 
matters further in the already cor- 
rupt court. The Prince is ordered 
arrested and escapes on horseback, 
jumping off a high cliff and swim- 
ming out to a fisherman’s boat. 

He goes to live in a rocky cafe 
with a band of merry vagabonds. 
The fisherman’s fiancee is taken 
from the slave market to the palace, 
and the Prince and his followers set 
out to rescue her. In the free-for- 
all that ensues, the sultana, who 
thinks the Prince has fallen in love 
with the slave girl, learns that he 
still cares only for her and she vis- 








shooting of a big mountain lion. 
Other captures are alive, with 
closeups of Bruce getting the mean 
little animals by the throats. He 
sets rattlers the same way. 


achieved. 


its him in the dungeon where he is 
confined by the sultan. The latter 


him. 

Tania Fedor has moments of seri- 
ous acting, but looks out of place in 
the sultan’'s palace. 





LA FUSEE 


(‘The Rocket’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, May 12. 
Via Film Production. Directed by 
Jacques Natanson, Scenario by Henri 
d'Erlanger from the story by Mme. Stein- 
hof and M. Atme Simon-Girard. Starring 
Firmin Gemier, with Marcelle Geniat, Pas- 


quali, Edith Mera, Lucien Galas, Jamine 
Crispin, William Aguet, Simone Lancret, 
Louis Gauthier, Micheline Bernard and 


Regine Dancourt. First at the Gaumont 
Palace and this week at the Rex. 





Firmin Gemier, former director 
of the Odeon theatre, is one of the 
very best French film actors and 
does splendid work in this story of 
the skyrocket career of a French 
business man who starts life as a 
humble canner, and after being 
promoted to the head of a little fac- 
tory in a picturesque fishing village, 
finally becomes a powerful business 
magnate in Paris with advanced 
ideas about social service. 

Sudden wealth and power change 
the habits and point of view of each 
member of the ex-caygner’s family, 
and when overexpansion and the 
world crisis ruin him completely in 
the financial world domestic trou- 
bles crowd in on him thick and fast. 
His son marries against the 
father’s wishes, his daughter be- 
comes the mistress of the banker 
who had befriended the working 
man when he was poor and ad- 
vanced the money for his ambitious 
undertakings, his wife dies suddenly. 
Broken in spirit and fortune, the 
head of the house if Girbal is about 
to kill himself, but the indomitable 
courage of the man finally wins out, 
and he starts life all over again as 
a sailor on a little fishing boat, 
which his son, Andred Girbal, hat- 
ing business, has always retained 
for pleasure and will now turn into 
a means of a livelihood. 

Not a big picture, but a very cred- 
itable attempt at something above 
the average of the usual French 
programmer, also a relief from the 
hackneyed triangular love plots or 
bedroom farces which prevail here. 
Good local color, interesting charac- 
ter development, able direction and 
very good support for Gemier are 
bound to put this production over 
as one of Via’s best to date. 


NIGHT AND DAY 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Gainsborough production and Gaumont- 
British release. Stars Jack Hurlburt and 
Cicely Courtneidge. Directed by Walter 
Forde; story, Jack Hurlburt and Douglas 
Furber; lyrics, Douglas Furber; music, 
Vivian Ellis; scenario, W. P, Lipscomb. 
Leslie Rowson, camera; George Gunn, 
sound; Ian Dalrymple and John Goldman, 





editors. At the old Roxy, N. Y., week 
May 26. Running time, 76 mins. 

Pee OC eeceeccecseces Jack Hurlburt 
Mrs, Bobday.............Cicely Courtneidge 
Se nbekadsoss ove eroceesoocs Winifred Shotter 
Tullos Martin. cccccccccccsesss Francis Lister 
Mr. Brown.,......++....++-Peter Gawthorne 
Bee. DOUGRE. « c0%adece PTeTT Try TT Ben Field 


In England this was titled ‘Jack’s 
the Boy.’ New title is probably to 
sex it up a bit, but there’s no s. a. 
It’s a story which probably appealed 
over there, but here it carries few 
laughs and less interest. Good pho- 
tography and some snickers, but not 
enough of the latter to make it a 
safe bet even in the daily change 
houses. Won’t be big money any- 
where over here. 

It offers two stage favorites 
whose names mean nothing on this 
side of the water outside New York, 
and whose style is too essentially 
musical comedy for U. S. screens. 
Not helped any by its musical fea- 
tures, but they probably won’t hurt 
much, either. 

Hurlburt is the son of a Scotland 
Yard inspector. He wants to join 
the force, but his father does not 
trust him. He enlists as a police- 
man, messes up a jewel robbery, 
but, with the help of Miss Court- 
neidge, gets the loot and helps con- 
vict the gang, the master mind of 
which is his rival for the ingenue. 

Told mostly in the fashion of the 
stage, which makes for stiffness and 
lack of illusion. Broadly farcica) 
and liable to break out with song or 
dance at any spot. They use the 
exceedingly antique ladder gag. It’s 
a long ladder and it messes up traf- 
fic effectually, but it belongs to the 
old one-reel days over here. Hurl- 
burt is part of the time a light ro- 
mantic figure and the remainder 
one of the underdone detectives 
Mack Sennett used to do for Bio- 
graph. Comedian has a nice per- 
sonality, and Miss Courtneidge has 
a real sense of humor, She might 
be a hit over here with the proper 
opportunity. ; 

Mounting is excellent, lighting 
good, sound fair, and dialog bad. 





Chic. 


ond Empire. Picture has 


A sam 
quality of charm, color and enter. 
tainment which made ‘Congresg 
Dances’ popular and_ should get 


across in any language or country 
It is the last European production 
in which Lilian Harvey appeared 
before her trip to Hollywood. 

As Juliette, coiffeuse to the Em- 
press Eugenie, Lilian carries most 
of the weight of the entire film, but 
though so much footage would be 
ill advised for most stars, Pommer 
has chosen an artist whose pretty 
shoulders are quite equal to the 
burden. 

The love 
meeting between 


interest 


begins by a 
the 


little court 


dressmaker and the Duke (Charles 
Boyer), who falls from his horse 
and is severely wounded. He calls 


for Marianne, his first love, but in- 
stead Juliette arrives and sings to 
the Duke, whose eyes are bandaged, 

He can never forget the lovely 
voice, and as soon as he recovers is 
seized with a fever to find the 
owner of the dulcet tones. The 
search calls for a number of beauti- 
ful court scenes, interesting in- 
trigues and episodes that almost in- 
volve the Empress in a scandal, due 
to a case of mistaken identity. 

The music of Offenbach, Lecocq 
and Audran is thoroughly delight- 
ful, and Frederich Hollaender 
proves his versatility by contribut- 
ing a ravishing waltz of his own. 

Boyer, seen recently in more 
heavy roles in “‘Tumultes’ and ‘I. F. 
I. ne repond plus," proves himselt 
opposite Harvey equally at home in 
comedy as in his more intense dra- 
matic roles. Cast is good support 
throughout. 


WIVES BEWARE 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Jacques Haik production and Regent re- 
lease. Stars Adolphe Menjou. Originat dia- 
log by Harold Dearden; Harry Gerrard, 
photographer; Thornton Smith, settings; 
Helen Lewis, editor. Harry Harris, asst. 
mgr. Cast; Margaret Bannerman, Jane Hax- 
ter, Claude Allister, Rene Ray, Jean Cadell, 





Henry Wenman, Kenneth ove, Spencer 
Trevor. At Loew'a New York, N. + ORO 
day, May 16, on double bill. Ruaning 


time, 61 mins. 





Another of those British quota 
pictures directed by Fred Niblo and 
using Adolphe Menjou and Claude 
Allister. That's something for the 
marquee, but there's still nothing 
for the screen. - Idea is only fair, 
the development poor and the dialog 
flat. Sound indifferent, photog- 
raphy spotty, and in spite of care- 
ful production this does not show 
up. Packs a few laughs, but not 
enough. Can't rise above the sec- 
ond-raters and will need powerful 
support from shorts where not on 
double bill. 

Concerns the man who marries 
the wrong girl with the _ jilted 
sweetheart coming to the latter’s 
support when the husband gets 
tired. Comedy angle is a fashion- 
able physician who is popular with 
husbands because he is quick to 
diagnose amnesia when hubby plays 
hookey. That’s a good idea, but it 
is not worked out well. 

Menjou is the usual philandering 
type and walks through his assign- 
ment. Allister is better off as the 
physician, and there’s a dead pan 
comedian for just a bit who could 
wow them in a real chance, Mar- 
garet Bannerman, as the discarded 
love, gives a nice performance, but 
is handicapped by being poorly pho- 
tographed at times. Jane Baxter, 
an ingenue, is worth watching as 
she seems to be a comer. Chic 


KARMA 


(INDIAN-MADE) 
London, May 1T. 
An Indian and British Productions, Ltd., 
picture, released through Gaumont-Brit- 
ish. Directed by J. L. Freer Hunt. Ia 


cast: Devika Rani, Himancu Ral, etc, 
Length, 6,000 feet approximate. Pree 
viewed, Tivoli theatre, London, May 10. 


Opening at Marble Arch Pavilion, May 15. 





This all-Indian production was 
made, as far as the interiors were 
concerned, in the Stoll studios, 
London, where the synchronization 
was also put through. It is being 
put into the Marble Arch, presum- 
ably as some sort of an imperial 
gesture, and has the backing of the 
English India Office and a number 
of influential societies. As such 


it looks like receiving a certain 
amount of word-of-mouth pub- 
licity. 

The actual picture is slow, un- 
convincing, and very vague; the 
real issues of the siory not being 
cleared up at the finish. It is 4 


sort of modern American romance 
done against an Indian background, 
even complete with a theme sons 

It has possibility of booking on 
novelty values in higher class pic- 
ture houses here, but the general 
booking for the fans is_ highty 
doubtful. Its entertainment values 





are of the slightest Chap 
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Pulps Away Down 
With the market carrying a total 
of 77 pulp magazines two years 
azo, number now publishing is 
down to 30, a cut of more than 


50% due to depression. Of those 
the average paid for 


maining, 
” three cents a 


tories is one to 
. Reports are current in the 


word. 
pulp publishing field that in addi- 
tion to trimming down on buying 


new material, the price to be paid 
will be further cut. 

Since the squeeze began arriv- 
ing a couple years ago, pulp mags 
have been using everything pos- 
gible which they had bought in 
previous years but never got 
around to publishing. This has 
added to the difficulties of writers, 
including those with reps, in sus- 
taining themselves through the 
pulp field. 


Sumner Gets Slapped 
Authors in particular and the 
public in general voice a mighty 
‘amen’ to the opinion of the judge 
who heard agent Sumner of the 
Vice society argue against the pro- 
priety of publishing ‘God’s Little 


Acre.’ 

When the matter broke a number 
of writers, not particularly inter- 
ested in the Viking press, but vitally 
concerned over the narrow censor- 
ship the society sought to impose, 
wrote the judge in protest. 

In handing down .he decision dis- 
missing the case, Justice Greenspan 
expressed the opionion that possibly 
the protestants were better qualified 
to pass upon literary merits and 
proprieties than the man who made 
the complaint. 





P. A. on Flying 
Jay Blaufox, known inthe pro- 
ducer-distributor and theatre fields 
as manager and pub-advertising 


man, has finished a book on flying 
that will be published in July by 
Adventure House, It’s all about avi- 
ation and instruction, entitled ‘Let’s 
Fly.’ 

Blaufox writes from experience as 
a flier. He was a lieutenant in the 
Royal Flying Corps during the late 
war. Blaufox has done consider- 
able writing for the magazines. 





Six Section Hands 

Morrow has set a half dozen of its 
ace mystery story fictoneers to work 
on a single book for a summer 
splash. Not a collaboraton but a 
six-pointed contribution. John Rhode 
started the tale, afters which it was 
earried along in turn by Dorothy 
Sayers, Gladys Mitchell, Anthony 
Berkeley, Helen Simpson and Mil- 
ward Kennedy. Book will be called 
‘Ask a Policeman.’ 


Dollar Poetry 


Moss & Kamin, the New York 
booksellers, who have also. tried 
their hand at publishing with a 


number of limited editions at more 
or less fancy prices, will go in for a 
8evies of popular-priced books. 

Volumes, to consist mostly ‘if not 
entirely of poetry, will sell for one 
dollar. First will be a_ collected 
8roup of pieces by Jeanette Derby. 
Title is ‘Rigadoon.’ 


Again Tamar Lane 

Tamar Lane, former publisher of 
Film Mercury’ an ‘Opinion,’ has is- 
sued a new trade weekly, ‘New Film 
Times, which went on the stands 
May 20. Sheet is published in Hol- 
lywood with E. M. McGray as bu-i- 
ness manager and a column by Jos- 
eph F. Poland, screen writer. First 
issue, eight pages. 


First-Hand for Turkey 

Tsmet Sirri, young Turkish news- 
Paperwoman, is visiting Hollywood 
and sending to her native country 
&series of stories on the studios and 
Picture colonies. She represents ‘Le 
Levant’ and ‘Halkin Sesi,’ both of 
Smyrna. 








Takes Four Vols. 
Little, Brown is bringing out the 
°yd George War Memoirs. It'll 
be Published in four volumes, two 
is Fall and two either next Spring 
in the Fall of ‘34. 


Beats Peg Joyce 
Lieut. William T. Comerford, U. S. 
in, R. F., whose record besides hav- 
ne been married 14 times, includes 
®Ppointment to the U. S. Shipping 
Sard during the Harding adminis- 
ation, is negotiating with several 
Dublishers to handle a book he has 
Maem: entitled ‘My First 14 Wives.’ 
acauley, Dodd-Mead and Claude 








Best Sellers for the week endi 


‘Grand Canary’ ($2.50) ..ccccccce 


‘Btore, The’ ($2.50) cecesccccconne 
‘White Collar Girl’ ($2.00) 


‘British Agent’ ($2.75) ..... 
‘Marie Antoinette’ ($3.50)... 
‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) .... 
“2a0mee Of Mixtio’ (93.00) «.ccccus 
‘Looking Forward’ ($2.50) ....... 





Best Sellers 





American News Co., Inc. 
; Fiction 
Zest ($2.00) Mee reresseeeerccavesessosssssoes by Charles G. Norris 


‘As the Earth Turns’ ($2.50) BeccccccccechyY Gladys Hasty Carroll 


eccccccccoeseseosase es bY Faith Baldwin 
‘American Gun Mystery’ ($2.00) ....+cccccecceeess BY Ellery Queen 


Non-Fiction 
‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By arthur Kallet and F. S. Schlink 


cccccccccecegesosooccs - BY Stefan Zweig 


ng May 27, as reported by the 


ee cccccscocscccces bY A. J. Cronin 


ec cccaccmmseces DY <a Stribling 


ecccccccccccces by Bruce Lockhart 


oe ecceaeeres By Walter B. Pitkin 
eoeBaeoesocceccosocby Nora Waln 
eeceesse By Franklin D. Roosevelt 








Kendall are houses reported inter- 
ested, but each has indicated story 
would have to be toned down a little 
before publication. 

Lieut. Comerford is working on 
another book, ‘Dream Ship,’ based 
on the adventures of a yacht he took 
around the world to strange ports. 


Now Bosses Milk 


Another former newspaperman 
has been appointed to an important 
postion in New York State Admin- 
istration. He is George A. Hastings, 
named assistant secretary of the 
new State Milk Control Board and, 
as such, placed in charge of its New 
York City office. ; 

Hastings was engaged in news- 
paper and publicity work for some- 
time, serving as a member of the 
staff of the State Charities Aid As- 
sociation for 15 years. He later was 
an administrative assistant to Her- 
bert Hoover, and then was selected 
as director of the White House 
children’s conference which the for- 
mer President sponsored. Hastings 
is one of the few quondan newspa- 
per scribes now in the State service 
who is a Republican. 


Bad to Worse 

Henry Marcus, who as Mark 
Henry used to be a figure in amuse- 
ment trade journalism, including a 
period on the ‘Clipper,’ has turned 
mag publisher with a quartette of 
publications. The string includes 
two sexy pulps and a couple of ‘art’ 
mags, similar to the periodicals 
which Marcus helped to get out 
when with the now defunct Ramer 
Publications. 


The Marcus pulps are ‘Bed Time 
Stories’ and ‘Tattle Tales.’ It’s 
Marcus’ belief that the terms de- 
manded by the first-line mag dis- 
tributors in New York can’t profit 
the publishers except in the case of 
a mag with unusual sales. Besides, 
his publications have better sales 
possibilities in the sticks, anyhow. 





Another 10 Best 
William Lyon Phelps, this month, 
picked the best novels of the last 
five years. He says they must be 
good to be remembered, since the 
average life of a nove] is only one 








Most!y Talk 

Wilson Collison, who recently has 
given more attention to Hollywood, 
but who authored ‘Getting Gertie’s 
Garter,’ ‘Up in Mabel’s Room’ and 
similar stage fare between nearly 
a dozen novels, is back in print 
with ‘One Night With Nancy.’ 

The night in question is spent 
by the guests at a house party in 
an effort to discover who startled 
Nancy after she went to sleep. The 
entire action trenspires in the early 
morning hours and in one room 
in which the guests are assembled. 
Some brisk dialog and an occasional 
inventive bit, but it’s scarcely a 
standout. Published by Macaulay. 





‘Spectator’ Gives In 

Oscar Co)oper, for years general 
manager of the ‘Motion Picture 
News,’ formerly a film trade weekly, 
has been made circulation manager 
of the ‘American Spectator.’ At 
the same time the ‘Spectator, has 
confided its advertising desk to Amy 
Vanderbilt, after holding out against 
accepting paid space. 





Publisher Shot 

A disgruntled employee, Edwin 
Davis,-shot and killed E. Gail Pat- 
terson, business manager and assis- 
tant publisher of the Los Angeles 
‘Illustrated News,’ when the latter 
intervened while trying to save the 
life of John W. McGuire, head of 
the paper’s purchasing department, 
whom Davis had attacked. Mc- 
Guire’s condition has been critical. 





Col. McCormick’s Speeches 

Col. Robert McCormick, head man 
of the Chicago ‘Tribune,’ is a fre- 
quent luncheon and dinrer speaker 
these days in the Windy Burg. Mc- 
Cormick likes best of all to deliver 
a good ripsnorting harangue on how 
he drove all the reds out of Chicago 
‘Tribune’ territory. His second fa- 
vorite theme for speechifying is the 
high cost of government. 





Not Right Away 
There will be no selection of a 
new head to succeed the late 
Ormond G. Smith as president of 
Street & Smith until the estates of 
Smith and his brother, who followed 
him in death, are settled. Informa- 
tion is from an authoritative source. 
In the interim the vast publishing 
organization is functioning exactly 
as before. 
‘Century’ Editor Dies p 
Clarence Buel, 82, who was one of 
the editors of the ‘Century’ magazine 
for 42 years and who was respons- 
ible for the series of memoirs by | 
Civil war generals which is reputeil 
to have brought the magazine $1,~ 
000,000 and 100,000 new readers diec 
at his New York home May 22 after 
a long illness. 


He retired work in 


from active 


| hit move song cycle. 


year. He has a yen for murder 
thrillers, liking particularly this 
type of fiction because it makes 
readers forget all else. This is his 


first ten under the heading of 
thrillers: ‘Bulldog Drummond Re- 
turns’; ‘The Black Circle,’ by 


Mansfield Scott; ‘Somewhere in the 
House,’ by Rufus King; ‘The 
Strangler Fig,’ by John S. Strange; 
‘The House Opposite,’ by J. J. Far- 
jeon; ‘Under Cover Man,’ by John 
Wilstach; ‘The Murder on the 
Bus,’ by C. F. Gregg; ‘Adele and 
Company,’ by Dornford Yates; 
‘Gangster’s Glory,’ by E. P. Oppen- 
heim; ‘Birds of the Night,’ by Aus- 
tin Moore. 





Another Club 

At a luncheon of representatives 
of book publishers and sellers held 
at the Hotel Duane last week, plans 
were completed for that informal 
club for the entire book industry 
sponsored by Barbara Frost. De- 
cided to cal] the club the Book Cen- 
ter, rather than the Publishers’ 
Center, which was the working title, 
with location at the Duane. 
Headquarters of the organization 
have been readied, and there will be 
an open house for the publishing end 
tomorrow (31) afternoon and even- 
ing. Booksellers will look in on 
Thursday. 





Fight for ‘Storm’ 


Civic Liberties Union, encouraged 
by the failure of Sumner to get a 
decision in the case against ‘God’s 
Little Acre,’ has decided to fight 
for freeing of Peter Neagoe’s book 
‘The Storm.’ 

Neagoe, a Rumanian-American 
who is among the foremost modern 
American writers, published his 
book in Paris and it has been ex- 
ceptionally successful over there, 
going into three printings almost 
overnight. Customs officers, how- 
ever, have forbidden it for New 
York. If the Civic Liberties Union 
wins its fight to give the book a 
free right of way it will be repub- 
lished in New York, probably by 
Harrison Smith. 





Hustling It Out 

Macaulay will bring out John 
Wilstach’s “fhe Fate of Fay Del- 
roy’ this summer instead of holding 
till fall. Rise of Fay from Win- 
ter Garden showgirl to star might 
Melville El- 
lis, Wilson Mizner and other old 
Broadway celebs are in novel. Re- 
juvenation, scientific, makes hero- 
ine a star again after going passe, 


Yorck (German) (Protex). 
Zapfenstreilch Am Rhein. 


Zirkus Leben. 


Forms Chatham Press 
Another son of a popular novelist 
to become a book publisher, follow- 
ing the action of Stanley Rinehart, 
of Farrar & Rinehart, is Leon Ber- 
covici, whose pater is Konrad Ber- 
covici. In association with Ernest | 
Reichl, young Bercovici has formed } 
the Chatham Press. 

Unlike Stanley Rinehart, however, 
who is publisher for his mother, 
Mary Roberts Rinehart, young Ber- 
covici will not have his parent on 
his list. Bercovici’s idea is to issue 
humorous books only, and the elder 
Bercovici doesn’t write in that 
fashion. 


More Poems 

‘Without Music,’ a book of satir- 
ical poems by Dwight Fiske, with an 
introduction by Robert C. Benchley, 
will be published early next month 
by the Chatham Press, formed to 
sponsor satirical verse. This book 
has 52 full page illustrations by 
Scott Wilson. Dwight Fiske is an 
entertainer, at the super-night clubs, 
at present holding forth at the May- 
fair Yacht Club, where he recites 
his poems, while*playing appropri- 
ate music. 





Jim Meets F. D. 


Jim Tully, east currently for new 
story deals, left Monday (29) for 
Washington, D. C. He had an ap- 
pointment to give the President one 
of those Tully interviews. ‘Red 
Book’ commissioned Tully to make 
the attempt. 


Chatter 

Major Hamilton Gibbs back from 
France with part of a new novel. 

Harry Donnenfeld will move his 
mags away over on the east side. 

S. S. Van Dine’s ‘The Dragon 
Murder Case’ has a Friday, 13, pub- 
lication date, 

Upton Sinclair sent a copy of his 
book on William Fox to every Con- 
gressman and Senator. 

Scenario writer for many years, 
Neil Brant has just had his first 
novel, ‘Fountain Boy,’ published. 
Vanguard Press is publishing. 
Vickery & Hill, who publish ‘Good 
Stories’ and ‘Hearth and Home,’ are 
to merge the two this summer, con- 
tinuing the ‘Good Stories’ title only. 
William Randolph Hearst does not 
permit any man to address him by 
his first name. Publisher is ‘The 
Chief’ to all his newspaper and 
magazine e.aployees. 

Radie Harris, in addition to her 
‘Sunday Mirror’ (N. Y.) film col- 
umn is doing a screen chatter col. 
for ‘Screen Book.’ monthly, 


Chinese Pack ‘Em 





(Continued from page 1) 
director changes script in time for 
next performance. 

Cast 
or business, but ad libs throughout 


does not study lines, cues 
with only a general idea of what 
it’s all about. Only reminder is a 
board with a bunch of 


lined out in ink. 


bulletin 

squares India 

Squares are synopses of acts. 
Real Femme Lead 

New company is headed by Sun 
Pao Quai Wing, leading male actor 
of Canton, and Sai Lai Hai, lead- 
ing fem ditto, Latter bore a baby 
before embarking ’Frisco-ward, and 
when not on stage can be seen 
nursing or girdling the infant. 
Troupe differs from the Mei Lan 
Fang type of cast in that their 
plays are modern in theme and 
dress. Other style (Fang) plays 
traditional drama 400 to 500 years 
old, using rich, old-style costumes 
and no fem stars, males doing a 
female impersonation, as does Fang, 
when dames are necessary. Modern 
troupe no mix-up like that because 
Americanized Chinese attending 
here want their sex straight. Par- 
ticular passion with these ticket 
buyers right now is an ingenue 
with boyish bob who plays parts 
wearing golf knickers and a 
sweater. 

Audience is noisy and all over 
the place, grabbing better seats as 
emptied, seemingly regardless of 
the show, but chiming in on laughs 
as they pop. Chinese prop man not 
as glorified in these modern shows 
as in old-fashioned ones, but is 
merely tolerated. 

Musicians sit at stage right and 
are venomous in beating brass out 
of tympani and wind out of flutes, 
Since Chineee instruments’ are 
based on allee samee principle, mu- 
sickers constantly change seats to 
double in brass or wind; distracting 
to laymen but not to Chinese au- 
dience. 

Price scale a howl to whites, but 
reasonable to Orientals. Show 
starts at 7:30 p.m., when admish 
is $2.50. At 8 it’s $2; at 8:30 it’s 
$1.50; at 9 a buck; at 9:30 four 
bits—then slides off by dimes and 
nickels until closing time which is 
around midnight. Big opening 
house regardless of cost, as most 
customers can’t read programs and 
want to get whole plot from the 
beginning. 








CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





Theodor Koerner (Ger) 
Dir. Kar] Boese. 


(General). FT 
80 mins, Rel. M 


Dir. Henri Diamont-Berger. 


Ulani, Ulani, Chlopcy Malowani (Polis 
mins. Rel. Jan. 1, 


3 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan. 


Unknown Heroes. (Capital) (Polish). 
Adam Brodzicz. Time, 89 mins. 


Victoria und Ihr Hussar (Kinematrade 


Voice of the Desert, The. 
locales. 
Walzerparadies. (Ger.) (Capital). 
Friedrick Zelnick. Rel. March 1. 


Weekend in Paradise. (Capital) (Ger). 
Trude Berliner. Dir. Robt. Land. 


Dir. Franz Seitz. 85 mins. Rel. A 
Wenn die Soldaten (Schneider) (Ger). 
Heidermann, Ida Wuest. 
Whither Germany? (Kinematrade) (G 
Thiele. Dir. S. T. Dudoy. 71 mi 
Yidishe Tochter (Yiddish) (Quality). 
Art and Vilna Troupes. 75 mins. 


Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 90 mins. Rel. 


Siegfried Arno. Dir. Jaap Speyer. 


(German) (FAF). 


Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 


Dir. Wilhelm Thiele. 90 mins. 


Associated Cinema, 
Embassy Pictures, 


Filmchoice, 33 Wes 
Foreign American 


Garrison Films, 729 


Harold Auten, 1560 


Interworld 
J. H. Hoffberg Co., 
J. H. Whitney, 350 


Kinematrade, 723 S 


Protex Trading, 42 





then daughter steps in as under- 
study. Paramount has read mms | 
for Claudette Colbert. j 





1913. : 





Trois Mousquetaires, Les (General) (French). 
128 mins. 


(Capital) (Polish). 
Adam Brodzicz, Mary Bogda. 


Musical comedy. 


Wenn dem Esel zu Wohl Ist (Ger.) (Germania). 


Military musical, 
Dir, J. Fleck. 


Old-fashioned Yiddish drama, 
Historical drama. 
(Whitney) (Ger.). 


Circus drama. Liane Haid. Dir. 
Rev. Jan. 3. 


Zwei Herzen und Ein Schlag (German) (Protex). 
Rel. Sept. 1, 


Key to address—Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 


Germania Films, 22 
George Schneider, 575 Riverside Dr, 


(Continued from page 38) 


listorical drama. Dorothea Wiecke. 
ay 1, Rev. May 16. 

Duma’s Classic with songs. 
Rel, May 1. Rev. May 9. 


h) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 


Ulica (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. Dir. Alexander Ford. Time, 


$1. 
Polish police activity. Mary Bogda, 
Rel. Aug. 25. 


) (Ger), Viennese operetta. Michael 


Bohnen. Dir. Richard Oswald. 90 mins. Rel. April 1, Rev. April 11. 
Voce Del Sangue (Synchroart) (Italian-German). Dubbed into German. 170 
mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 25. 


Algerian story in authentic 
Time, 89 mins. Rel, Aug. 2 
Charlotte Susa. Dir. 
Rev. March 7. 

Farce. Otto Wallburg, Elsie Elster, 
81 mins. Rel, Nov. 1. 

Comedy. Charlotte Ander. 
pril 15, 

Otto Wallburg, Paul 
85 mins. Rel. Oct. 27. 


erman). Difficulties of life. Hertha 
ns. Rel. April 15. Rev. April 25. 
Yiddish 


Rev. May 23 


Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster. 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27 
Musical farce. 

90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. 


Charlotte Susa, 
Rev. Feb. 7. 


Heinz 


Operetta. Lilian Harvey. 
Rev. Sept. 13. 


154 W. 55th St. 


Capital Film Exchange, 630 Ninth Ave. 


729 Seventh Ave. 


European Film Corp., 154 West 55th St. 


t 42d St. 
*ilms, 111 W. 67th St. 


Foremco, 1560 Broadway. 


Seventh Ave. 


General Foreign Sales Corp., 729 Seventh Ave. 


2-33 19th St., Astoria. 


Broadway. 


International Cinema, 1499 First Ave. 
Films, 1540 Broadway. 


729 Seventh Ave. 
East 72d St. 
eventh Ave. 


Madison Pictures, 111 West 57th St 
New Era, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Portale Films, 620 Ninth Ave 


E. 58th St. 


Quality Pictures, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Syncho Art, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Worldkino, 1501 Broadway. 


Zbyszko Film Corp. 


,» 274 Madison Ave. 


4 ine water 
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MUSIC—NITE CLUBS 


Tuesday, May 30, 1933 








A Drummer’s Lament 


By Burton Crane 





Aoi Hotel, Sept. 2. 
Dear Sam, 

Just to be mean, I'm going to tell 
you this in the order it happened 
and make you wait for your news. 
Now, don’t skip ahead, you dumb- 
bell! 

That morning! I1 had to get up 
at 4:30 and I made Rounds wake 


up, too. He opened eye and 
I told him. 


during the 


one 
wanted to know what. 
He had to 
day 
Pete to get to the Consulate-Gen- 


find Agnes 


and ask her for the love of 


eral before 3:30 or we couldn't get 
married and there'd be a lot of 


trouble. You see, I didn’t trust 
what would happen with Molly un- 


less I were married to somebody 
else. Even then, I wouldn't trust 


myself too far. Anyhow, that’s the 
way I felt at the time and I'm not 
so sure now that I ought to change 
my ideas. 

Rounds swore but promised to 
do what I wanted. Incidentally, 
I warned him that he'd darned well 
better be moved to another room 
before night came on if he wanted 
any place to sleep. He wasn’t very 
polite about that but he also prom- 
ised to move just before he dropped 
off to sleep again. 

Well, I might have known. At 
that hour in the morning cruising 
taxis are few and far between and 
I'd pretty nearly walked all the 
way down to the Shimbashi sta- 
tion—about a mile and a half—be- 
fore I got one. Then I didn’t know 
enough Japanese to make a rate 
with the driver and he charged me 
one yen to drive three blocks. 

I was cursing the whole Japanese 
nation by the time I got on the 
train for Yokohama. 

Well, sir, I reached the port city, 
as they call it in the headlines. I 
reached the port city and then I 
didn't know what to do. Finally 
I got a taxi driver who had a pretty 
good idea and off we went. Good- 
ness knows where we went, but I 
didn’t want any of that at that 
hour of the morning. But the ma- 
dame could speak some English 
and she helped me out, redirecting 
the driver. By this time it was 
about quarter to seven and I was 
scared to death that Molly had ar- 
rived and that I hadn’t been there 
to meet her. I don’t know what 
I was scared about, for I certainly 
didn’t intend to marry the girl, but 
I was scared just the same. I'd 
made up my mind to tell her that 
I was getting married that after- 
noon and to send her back home 


as quickly as possible — on her 
money, if any. 
Finally I got to the dock. It was 


empty. There wasn’t a sign of a 
ship. Nobody could speak any 
English and I swore up and down 
to the driver he’d brought me to 
the wrong place. But he’d taken 
my money and wouldn’t give it up, 
so I waited around. After about 
a half hour, along came a young 
foreigner, a shipping man. He was 
waiting for the same boat. We 
waited together. Finally he left me 
and went out in a launch when 
the ship came through the break- 
water. I waited alone for a couple 
of hours more. Along about 10 
o'clock the ship came in and there 
was Molly hanging over the rail 
waving a handkerchief and look- 
ing all pink and gold and delicious. 

I went on board and Molly kissed 
me. I think I must have kissed her 
back, too. Then she kissed me 
again and I kissed her again. About 
that time I began to get a guilty 
conscience. I don’t know what it 
is, but I seldom have a guilty con- 


science except when I'm enjoying 
myself. Ordinarily, in a case like 
that, you can just tell yourself, 


‘What the hell?’ but this seemed 
different. 


‘By the way, Molly,’ I said, mak- 
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ERNIE HOLST 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Opening May 31 at New 
York's Hotel Lexington 
and broadcasting under 
NBC auspices. You can be 
sure Ernie will play these 
hits: 


“Hold Me’’ 

“Love Sungs of the Nile’ 
“Sweetheart Darlin’ "’ 
“i'm Thru Saying 
“Remember Me” 
“We're Together Again’’ 
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as casual as I 
married this 


just 
getting 


{ing my voice 
could, ‘I'm 
afternoon.” 

‘I'm so glad, Eddie,’ she said, and 
kissed me again. 

At first I thought that was an 
awful nice way for her to take it, 
but later I got to wondering. 

Anyhow, I helped her ashore with 
her bags, arranged with a transfer 
man to have them taken up to 
Tokyo and put her on board a train. 
I went along, too. 


And all this time Molly was talk- 
ing. Of course, this is all old stuff 
to you, Sam, but it was brand new 
to me. I'd never heard anything 
at all about Molly's getting an ap- 
pointment as a stenog in the Ameri- 
can Commercial Attache’s Office. 
I'd thought she was coming out here 
to marry me. It had never occurred 
to me that ther’d b® any other rea- 
son for the trip. I think that news 
of hers would have been an awful 
relief if I hadn't noticed she was 
wearing my engagement ring. 


Well, she kept pattering on, ask- 
ing me how the band was going and 
what I was doing to amuse myself 
and it kept getting harder and 
harder for me to break in and tell 
her just how matters. stood. I 
think I told her I spent most of my 
time reading when * wasn’t work- 
ing and, Sam, I haven't read any- 
thing but a newspaper since I left 
Seattle. That's "ow fussed she had 
me. 

You know, without half thinking 
of what I was doing, I'd told the 
transfer man to send the trunks to 
the Yamagata hotel, perhaps be- 
cause it was the only hotel I knew 
the name of outside the Imperial, 
which isn't in our financial class. 
So, without any to-do at all, we got 
off at Shimbashi and went up to the 
Yamagata. 

That bum Rounds was still asleep. 
I stuck my head in the room and 
asked him. ‘Did you find Agnes?’ 
and all he answered was, ‘Don’t 
bother me.’ I looked up the other 
boys, but no one had any idea where 


she was and, brother, I was up a 
tree. 
The rest of that morning was 


plain, unvarnished hell. I still hated 
to tell Molly how things stood and 
that I was looking for another girl 
to marry that afternoon. I figured 
it would be easier on everybody if I 
just married Agnes first and ex- 
plained afterward. I wasn’t so 
darned sure I wouldn’t weaken if I 
told Molly first. 

I went down town looking for 
Agnes, to the Nikkatsu building and 
Shochiku and pretty nearly every- 
where. Molly went along, -too, be- 
cause she said she wanted to see 
Tokyo. I took her to the Commer- 
cial Attache’s Office and thought I'd 
get rid of her there, but we got an 
invitation to lunch which, somehow, 
I couldn’t dodge. Molly introduced 
me as her fiance, too. I just smiled. 
If Harold Lloyd could have seen that 
smile of mine—honest, that was 
from the heart, Sam. 

During lunch I sneaked out and 
phoned the Yamagata. Trelawney 
had met Agnes and he’d told her 
about the echanged time for the 
wedding. So I told him to bring 
all the other boys along to act as 
witnesses, or bridesmaids, or some- 
thing. 

I could almost smile when I went 
back to finish my ice cream and 
coffee. Really jolly, I felt. I told a 
couple of jokes and Molly patted me 
under the table reprovingly, but she 
smiled just the same. 

We went sightseeing again that 
afternoon and I kept watching the 
clock. At 3 o’clock I took Molly 
back to the hotel and told her she'd 
better get unpacked. As soon as she 
went upstairs I jumped into the cab 
and drove back downtown to the 
Consulate General. If you get mar- 
ried in Japan, you see, a _ vice- 
consul goes along with you to the 
office of the ward and sees that 
you're registered. Then he hands 
vou both certificates which say that 
he has seen you properly married 
under the laws of Japan and that 
ends it. You don’t have to have a 
religious ceremony unless you want 
to. 





But Agnes hadn't arrived at the 
Consulate General, so I hung 
around, looking at magazines about 
American machinery and wonder- 


|ing how anyone ever lived to be of 
‘age if time always went that slowly. 

A tall young fellow named Bing- 
ham, wno said he was a vice-con- 
|sul, came over and asked me what 


I wanted. I said I wanted to get 

married and was waiting for the 

girl. He told me to make myself 
(Continued on page 63) 


Fiorito’s L. A. State 
Date Must Have Men 
Standing By—Union 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
local has served’ no- 
tice on Fox West Coast that the 


engagement of Ted Fiorito’s band 
at Loew’s State for two weeks, 
opening June 22, will not be per- 
mitted unless union men are put in 
the pit as the house orchestra. 
This is the first time that the 
union has applied the rule, in: force 
for some time, requiring stand-by 
rmen when an out of town band is 
brought in. Minimum requirement 
is four men at $78 each weekly. 

West Coast will comply with the 
‘demand in order not to upset the 
bookings. 


Ritter Quits Berlin 


Murray Ritter is leaving Irving 
Berlin to go into the agency busi- 
ness with the Curtis & Allen office. 
He has been in the music business 
for 20 years, the last 14 as general 
professional manager for Berlin. 

Ritter will stay in New York, but 
in the fall he’ll probably transfer to 
the C&A Hollywood office. 


Buddy Morris West 


Buddy Morris, gen. mgr. of the 
Witmark and Remick firms, leaves 
tornorrow (Wednesday) for the 
Coast where he will sit in on War- 
ner screen musicals. 

His stay wl extend ir weeks 
or more. Morris was due to make 
the trip a monih ago bu. awaited 
the arrival of his second child, an- 
other Jaughter, which occurred 
Sunday (28). 


Musicians’ 
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Even Stephen 


Place Pigalle, swank New York 
nitery, has called it a season. Enric 
Madreguera orchestra will make an- 
other connection for the summer. 
Vanity Fair, new nitery, opened 
with Jay C. Flippen as prime draw 
and Mickey Alpert, the recent Bos- 
ton importee, as m. c. Alpert shifts 
from the Lido, wkich he reopened a 
fortnight ago, but which closed in a 
week. 





Dave Dreyer on Spec 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Dave Dreyer is here for Irving 
Berlin Music Company to attempt 
to make studio connection. Likely 
it may be made with RKO Radio. 





JELL SERIOUSLY ILL 


George C. Jell, in charge of the 
master works for Columbia Phono- 
graph, is in a serious condition in 
Roosevelt hospital, New York, as 
the result of a ruptured blood-ves- 
sel. 

Jell, one of the pioneers of the 
business, has been with Columbia 
for almost thirty years. 





MAY REVIVE DAN’S 
Chicago, May 29. 

Coffee Dan's, but probably under 
a new tag, will be reopened here to 
get in on the World’s Fair. Spot 
has been in camphor nearly a year. 

Oscar Weil, Danny Barone and 
Morty Hyman are forming a three- 
way partnership to handle the 
place. 





ORR-JONSON ON OWN 


San Francisco, May 29. 
Harvey Orr and Ronald Jonson, 
couple of ex-Sherman, Clay men, 
have opened up a publishing house 
on their own. 
They start their New Era Co. 
this week. 





THE ALLEY RESTS 


Tin Pan Alley called it a four- 
day holiday from Friday night to 
Wednesday morning this week, over 
Decoration Day. 

All but the Warner Bros. group, 
which regarded itself too busy. 





Goodhart-Hoffman Split 
Hollywood, May 29. 

Looks like the team of Al Good- 
hart and Al Hoffman was per- 
manently split with the departure 
of Hoffman last week for Seattle. 
He'll jump to New York from there. 
Goodhart is at Metre. 

Last tune the pair did together 
was ‘Who Walks In When I Walk 
Out” in collaboration with Ralph 
Blue. Feist is publishing. 





PABST CASINO 


(WORLD'S FAIR) 
Chicago, May 24. 

Old Heidelberg Inn has a more 
easily accessible 'ocation but other- 
wise it appears at this writing that 
ti Pabst Blue Ribbon Casino has 
h .e@ assets as regards size, set-up, 
surroundings, and general at- 
mosphere than any dime-dance spot 
on the Century of Progress grounds, 
Moreover, it certainly has the most 
ambitious schedule of all. There 
will be Ben Bernie and Buddy Rog- 
ers, alternating between the Casino 
and the College Inn in the loop, 
there will be Guy Lombardo to play 
special matinees, and there will be 
Tom Gerun’'s orchestra to fill the 
interludes for what will be an all- 
day-and-most-of-the-night operat- 
ing schedule, 

This orchestral overhead sounds 

like part of the national debt. But 
to absorb it there are some 3,600 
seats spread through a large in- 
door pavilion and out onto a wide 
verandah which is also a boardwalk 
running for several hundred yards 
along the eastern side of the lagoon 
and commanding a sweeping vista 
of the mainland part of the Exposi- 
tion. Blinking with special lights, 
cooled by lake breezes, landscaped 
by specially planted full-size trees, 
with gondolas floating by on the 
lagoon, this boardwalk cafe is go- 
ing to be one of the class rendez- 
vous not only of the Exposition but 
of the town. It is immediately 
classified as opposition to the Ma- 
rine Walk of the Edgewater Beach 
hotel 10 miles to the north. 
There are dance floors on two 
sides of the band stand, which is 
open on both ends. One floor is in- 
doors, the other is outside with a 
canopy. Actual location of Pabst 
Casino on the tip of the Island, near 
the 23rd street foot-bridge, has per- 
haps certain disadvantages in that 
it must be approached on foot from 
the mainland. Since no taxicabs 
are allowed it means taking a rub- 
berneck bus to the nearest stop or 
making the jaunt by slow-moving 
wheel chair. That, however, seems 
a minor obstacle, 

At a preview given four days be- 
fore the Fair and the Casino were 
due to open it was apparent that 
much remained to be done but the 
premises were 95% ready and the 
organization was well advanced 
toward the degree of fast-stepping, 
smoothly - coordinating efficiency 
requisite to an enterprise of such 
magnitude. Hotel Sherman is ope- 
rating the Casino with Pabst Blue 
Ribbon in partnership. By the gra- 
ciousness with which the preview 
was handled, the catering evidenced 
to at least 1,500 people that the 
kitchen had met its first test with 
extreme neatness and dispatch. 

Ben Bernie made his Pacific 
Coast broadcast at 11 p.m., thereby 
becoming the first advertising pro- 
gram to originate in the World's 
Fair. Bernie is going to have a 
busy summer with that trip back 
and forth between his two jobs. His 
air popularity will make him one 
of the draws of the Exposition for 
visitors, while his established Chi- 
cago following can choose between 
dining to his music at the Casino 
or breaking a club sandwich at the 
College Inn at a more advanced 
hour. 

The Casino, in any event, seems 
a cinch click. Land. 


ST. MORITZ, N. Y. 


New York, May 25. 

S. Gregory Taylor’s St. Moritz 
hostelry has a swank aura, an at- 
tractive roof and Central Park 
frontage on the 31st floor, a crack 
band, one of the town’s truly bril- 
liant dance aggregations in Leon 
Belasco—and bum service. —- Dinner 
session on the roof is a week-end; 
over two hours easy. It’s murder 
if planning to catch a show or a 
train. 

That Belasco orchestra has been 
NBC'’ing to some very good effect 
from the St. Moritz grill, with the 
result the roof, especially with the 
sudden onslaught of the humidity, 
undoubtedly created a bull market 
for the sky high dining room. But 
that’s the secret of proper cater- 
ing—being able to meet all emer- 
gencies and fill the demand. 

Lots of other lil’ things wrong 
with that St. Moritz roof. It’s laid 
out in corridors and wings; not 
one area. There are three separate 
wings, not to mention the terraces. 
If dining on the terrace overlook- 
ing the park, whether or not hear- 
ing the music probably doesn’t 
matter, but if spotted indoors, the 
magnavox system doesn’t work and 
if the sub-band, a gypsy ensemble, 
isn’t functioning, one might as well 
be eating in Lindy’s. 

Belasco is the prime draw, of 
course. He’s a versatile maestro, 
vocalizing Russian, French, Span- 
ish, German and contemporaneous 
airs, all highly in accord with the 
continental standard of the hotel. 
But that service! Abel. 


—_— 





Eli Dantzig opens on the roof of 
the St. George, Brooklyn, in June 





for the summer. 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


Edgewater Beach Club | 


Detroit, May 29, 

Latest of the class spots 
and should be the moat succesnan 
Tops anything the other spots offer. 
with only the handicap of being 
further from town. Spot is not new 
and has always been known as 
smart. This season should not hurt 
the rep. Happy combination of mu- 
sic show, food and room offer ideal 
combination for those who g0 
places. 

Unusual item is the orche 
Lou Forbes, who stopped them — 
when he was director at the Michi- 
gan theatre, has gathered some of 
the outstanding men in this town 
and has an aggregation that tops 
anything that has played this town 
on club dates for several years. 

Band {is slightly handicapped by 
the smallness of the room. Number 
of men (11) might be considered 
too much band for a small spot. 

For the inaugural show only three 
acts are used and they are oke. 
John and Edna Torrence are playing 
their first local club date and go 
over better, if possible, than at their 
local theatre dates. 

Larry Vincent as m.c. and Bobbie 
Cook as singer complete the show, 
and both deliver. Vincent uses some 
smart lyrics and works at a midget 
piano. Bobbie Cook does pops and 
gets over nicely. Spot is under 
the management of Frank — 

uee, 





HERE AND THERE 





Dinty Moore is now at the New 
Terrace Garden ballroom, New 
York. 





Sid Lippman remains at the Co- 
coanut Grove, Los Angeles, despite 
the departure of the Phil Harrie 
band. Lippman stays as musical die 
rector for the Ambassador hotel. 


Jack Mass has been added to the 
Hollywood staff of Witmark. 


Ozzie Nelson takes his stand June 
22 for the summer at Handel's Duck 
Farm, the Lynbrook, L. I, road- 
house taken over recently by N.T.G. 
and Nick Blair of the Paradise. 





Joe Candullo unveils at Pelham 
Heath Gardens, Pelham, N. Yq 
Saturday (3). 





Ted Eastwood now head arranger 
for the Warner Bros. publishing 
group. 





Frank Kelton, gen. mgr. of Sha- 
piro-Bernstein, is making it a 
couple of weeks in Chicago contact- 
ing the New York bands in and 
around that town’s summer spots 
and world’s fair. 





Fletcher Henderson has the Holly- 
wood Garden, Pelham, N. Y. for the 
summer, with June 8 the opening 
date. He'll have a CBS wire four 
nights a week. 





Irving Aaronson is set for Jacob 
Reeis’ Park Casino, Brooklyn, June 9. 





Ted Lewis replaces Guy Lombardo 
at the Dells, Morton Grove, III., fol- 
lowing the former’s departure from 
the Hollywood, New York, June 14. 





Will Osborne settled down at the 
Post Lodge, Larchmont, N. Y., Satur- 
day (27) with a CBS release. 


Edgewood Inn, on the Albany- 
Pittsfield Road, and destroyed by 
fire in March, reopened last week, 
‘Uncle Harry’ McDaniel’s orchestra, 
officiates. 





Connecticut Collegians playing at 
Green Lantern Inn on Saratoga- 
Schenectady Road. 





Eddy-Burtson band is set at Felt- 
man’s, Coney Island, for the season, 





Ralph Morris, only member of 
Art Kassel’s orchestra not leaving 
Chicago for Marigold Gardens, Cul- 
ver City. His wife is ill and he's 
joining Phil Levant’s orchestra. 





Ben Pollock gave notice to the 
Chez Paree, Chicago. He expects to 
stay in the Windy City, but at an- 
other spot, 





Frankie Masters’ orchestra fol- 
lows Charley Agnew into the Neth- 
erlands-Plaza, Cincinnati. 





Ted Fiorito’s orchestra will play 


a one-nighter at the Civic audito- 
June 2} 





rium, San Diego, Calif., 
David Hillman, of Hollywood. 
booked. 





— 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Under its contract with the British Performing Rights Society, Camp- 
pell-Connelly cannot make any special deals with Joe Morris or any 
other publisher, when giving an American firm one of its songs, other 
than the publication rights. The copyright rests with Campbell-Connelly 
and cannot be assigned to any American music firm. 
Jeased are the publication (i.e. sheet music, sales, etc.) rights for the 
North American countries to whichever is the American licensee. 

The ASCAP keeps a separate accounting of the performing rights, with 
the copyright users making special accounting on a point system, so that 
the American Society can accurately account to the British Society on 
The British Society in turn disburses the 
moneys on its own basis of royalty dividends. 

This deal between ASCAP and British Society is by treaty, and the 
contract is reciprocal, as the British Society similarly accounts, on a 
separate special docket, for the American tunes which are leased to the 





all British-owned copyrights. 


English publishers. 


Joe Morris Co., which recently took over the tune, ‘Can’t We Meet 
Again’, has no different arrangement with C&C than when Robbins, 
Keit-Engel or any other American pub took over one of the C-C numbers. 





Under the present plan of allocation for the tunes that Walter Donald- 
gon and Gus Kahn turn out for Warners’ ‘Footlight Parade,’ they will go 
to Remick, while songs from the Eddie Cantor-United Artists’ ‘Roman 
Scandal’ are slated for the Witmark catalog. 
even for the WB publishing affiliates and give Remick, if the screen 
compositions click, a chance to strengthen its rating with the American 
Society of Publishers, Authors and Composers, 
Street’ score with the ditties from ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ assigned to 


Remick. 


To date the tunes from ‘42nd Street’ have sold an aggregate of around 














Labor Saving 





Hollywood, May 29. 

Three current songs with 
similar melodies are ‘Tell Me 
Tonight,’ ‘Farewell to Arms.’ 
and ‘A Fool in Love.’ 

Radio station bands receiving 
requests for any of the three 
during an evening are satisfy- 
ing the fans by playing the first 
of the trio they come to in their 
books. 


COLUMB. TAKES 
ELASTIC OFF 
BANKROLL 


All that can be} 














ORGANIST’S PUBLICITY 


Philly Papers Play Up Hustler’s 
Marital Troubles 
Philadelphia, May 29. 
Horace Chopin Hustler, theatre, 
church and radio organist, is hav- 
ing his marital differences aired in 
local papers. Whether a divorce 
results or not, he will not lose his 
air job, says I. E. Jackobson, pro- 
gram director of WPEN. 
According to Mrs. Hustler, her 
husband obtained a secret divorce 
from her five years ago, of which 








That will make it two 


Encouraged by something of a 
pickup in the disk business during 


Witmark got WB's °424 May, Columbia Phonograph has ad- 


she knew nothing. They were 
reconciled soon after and lived to- 
gether until this winter. She has 
petitioned the Montgomery county 








vised its recording department that 
it may proceed to loosen up on 
money for talent. It means that 


$70,000 copies. ‘Shuffle Off to Buffalo’ and the title number account for guarantees will up and that talent 


about 75% of this distribution. 





Gus Arnheim and Abe Lyman, who’ve been feuding for a long time, 
ever since Arnheim was Lyman’s pianist-arranger, are going their sep- 
arate ways with Lyman going back to the Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles. 

Arnheim shifts to the St. Francis hotel, San Francisco, after a season 
at the Beverly Wilshire hotel, where Arnheim inaugurated a supper dance 
policy after that ultra Beverly hostclry spurned it for some time. 

When Lyman left, Arnheim succeeded him at the Grove. 





As an exploitation tie-in with WB’s ‘Gold Diggers of 1933’ Brunswick 
made a special imprint of the picture’s score and turned over to Remick | American recorders. 
gratis 1,000 pressings for distribution among film exhibitors. 

Platter contains dubbed excerpts from Guy JTombardo and Victor 
Young recordings with Kenneth Roberts, CBS announcer, doing the spiel 
on the screen musical and its songs and making note of tne Brunswick 
Brunswick is a former Warner Bros. subsidiary, 


connection. 





The continued success which one music publisher has enjoyed with a 
reputed ignoring of the non-payment restrictions for radio and other 
talent, is leading a couple of the other firms to wax equally careless. 

Some frankly state that maybe he has the right idea in plugging songs 
the public will buy rather than exploit smart song material that pleases 
the artists, but can’t intrigue the buying public. 





Hearst rags came through with their usual chunks of free space for 
the Marion Davies ‘Peg O’ My Heart’ film. 
heart Darlin’ planted in the film got an eight-column streamer in the 
Chicago ‘American’ on the song with full and detailed credits on pub- 
In fact everything but the price per copy was | highway. 


lisher, composer, lyricist. 
mentioned. 





Charley Straight’s expulsion from the Chicago musician’s union was 
Straight was charged with under- 
scaling and yanked out of Old Heidelberg Inn at the World’s Fair. 
However, from report, underscaling was not charged against the Old 
Heidelberg date, but is said to date from a previous nite club booking. 


accompanied by a fine of $6,000. 





First published song ever written by Richard Whiting was ‘Killarney 
Rose’, introduced by Fiske O’Hara in one of his shows in 1913. 
O'Hara has been spotted in ‘Paddy the Next Best Thing’ at the Fox 
studio, for which Whiting is writing the tunes, 





Billie Livingston and Abner Silver Lave a new ditty titled ‘My Design 
Other songs that borrowed their handles from stage or 
screen productions were ‘Farewell to Arms,’ ‘Three On a Match,’ ‘Cabin 
in the Cotton’ and ‘A Bedtime Story.’ 


for Living.’ 





Lew Brown asked the other publishers for a $2,500 advance on ‘Pass 
Robbins and others were willing to pay $1,000. 
reported having given it to Bobby Crawford sans any advance as a ges- 


Your House.’ 


ture of co-operation. 


It is estimated that on the final tally the 
four songs from ‘42nd Street’ won’t better a 425,600 total. 


which quit recording because of 
terms will resume plattering. 

In line with the new spending 
policy, Ben Selvin, Columbia’s gen- 
eral recording manager, was dis- 
patched to Chicago last week to line 
up available name bands and radio 
warbling and comedy attractions. 

Increase of disk sales has come 
in recent weeks, and has been par- 
ticularly noticeable in the foreign 
language catalogs turned out by 
This is in- 
terpreted by the trade as an indi- 
cation that the laboring element, 
the chief source of consumption 
here, is once more obtaining the 
means to appease its musical fan- 


Perking Up 


Bakersfield, Cal., May 29. 


This town, 100 miles from Los An- 
geles, is rapidly becoming a spot for 
night life. Latest to get under way 
is the New Idylwilde Pavillion, just 
outside the limits on the Fresno 
Wylie Skykes’ orchestra 








Robbins Music with ‘Sweet- 


provides, 

Roosevelt Club, four miles south, 
is whooping things up with the 
Rhythm Boys, while the Nanking, 
located in the heart of town, is fea- 
turing Mimi de Val and Maurice. 
All spots doing fairly. 





Band Union Orders 
Refund to Dance Debs 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


After a hearing board: of direc- 
tors of the Musicians’ union or- 
dered Jess Kirkpatrick to return a 
$77 check to the Junior Auxiliary, 
local deb organization. Union orig- 
inally ordered the girls to give 
Kirkpatrick the sum as payment 
for rehearsals after his band’s 
dance date was cancelled. 

Debs contended, and proved to 


Now 


Brown is 





MUSIC MEN TO FAIR; 
CHI AS PLUG CENTER 


Joe Santly will be among the first 
of the New York music men to 
shift to Chi during the World’s Fair 
for the anticipated big music doings 
at that time. Santly will become 
Willie Horowitz's assistant for Rob- 


Other of the Broadway tinpan al- 

ites will similarly augment the 

i branch ~taffs when the Fair 
Makes that spot the key plug centre 
for the nation’s tunes. 


Lindy Asks Permit 


Washington, May 29. 

FRC has received an application 

for an air license from Charles A. 
bergh. 

He's seeking permission to broad- 

2 at six points between 333 and 

480 kilocycles with a 12-watt 
transmitter, 











Beasley Set 
s Hollywood, May 29. 
3 herwood Beasley’s orchestra goes 
® the Club Ballyhoo, following 
~~ Burtnett, who will one-night it 
CUgh Texas, 


peeasley combo also goes remote 
Yer KFAC, 





the union’s satisfaction, that Kirk- 
patrick walked out of rehearsals 


Chi E Helping because he considered them too ex- 
By Be Recording Labs | acting. Al and Art Beale’s combo 


played the dance, which was a char- 
ity affair at the Biltmore. Danny 
Dowling staged the numbers. 


New York recording labs are busy 
turning out ballyhoo disks for com- 
mercials with exhibits at the Chi- 
cago Century of Progress. Instead 
of using live spielers, the firms have 
availed themselves of a mechanical 
substitute composed of a set of 
recordings, a disk repeating machine 
and a loudspeaker. 

In ordering the ballyhoo imprints, 
the exhibitor customers advised the 
recorders that since the disks were 
to be played repeatedly they would 
have to be made of the best mate- 
rials available. In almost every in- 
stance each stencilling has called 
for 100 pressings. About the most 
elaborate set of recorded sales talks 
was that turned out for the Balti- 
more & Ohio railroad with this 
series combining travelogs, educa- 
tional bits and a variety of sound 
effects. 








Johnson’s N. Y. Vacash 


Hollywood, May 29. 


Instead of going to Honolulu for 
a vacation, as planned, Arthur 
Johnson hopped the Chief Saturday 
night (27), headed for New York. 
Johnson got leave from Paramount 
due to setting back the start of 
Chevalier’s next picture, ‘The Way 
to Love’ for a rewrite of the story. 

Picture was scheduled to go into 
work next week, but it will be on 
the hook for some time. 





Dancehalls’ 4 Bands 
Chicago, May 29. 


Two dancehalls under McClinnin 
sponsorship, at the Century of Prog- | 
ress Exposition will employ four or- 
chestras. Apparently set are the 
aggregations of Jack Russell and 
Fritz Miller for the Dance Ship and 
Eddie Neibauer and Herb Carlin for 





SOSNICK WITH A&P 


Chicago, May 29. 


Harry Sosnick’s orchestra will 
officiate at the Atlantic and Pa ific 


Co.’s free show at the Expo until 
Horlick will 


July 1 when Harry r the pavilion near the 12th street en- 
bring in his A&P Gypsies. trance. 

Sosnick may continue throughout 3oth spots are practically ready 
the summer if two orchestras 4re | 4) start their seasons. j 





deemed necessary. ] 


courts to set aside the divorce as 
irregular, although announcing her 
intention of remaining separated 
from her husband, 


FILM MEN ASK MPPA 
TO CLEAR ANZAC MIXUP 


American picture producers have 
called upon the Music Publishers 
Protective Association to straighten 
out the tangle which their Aus- 
tralian reps are in with music men 
over there. Plaint from Australia 
is to the effect that the publishers 
there are demanding their end of 
synchronization money before the 
government okays U. 8S. product for 
release, 

John G. Paine, chairman of the 
MPPA board, has passed this info 
along to his association with the re- 
quest that they help solve the jam 
by paying their publisher agents in 
Australia what’s coming to them. 
In a letter describing the producers’ 
predicament; which Paine has sent 
to the MPPA membership, he quotes 
from a communication received by 
Educational Film Exchanges from 
Australia. 

‘The position,’ writes Education- 
al’s Australian rep, ‘is apparently 
that Paine has failed to account to 
our local copyright owners for their 
proportion of the fees. This really 
does not help us here because under 
our local laws, Edwards (head of 
the Australian publishers associa- 
tion) can claim fees from us as the 
importers of the films into this 
country, irrespective of whether 
Paine has received the fees or not. 
‘No doubt, Edwards has decided 
the easiest way for him to collect 
what he wants from Paine is to put 
the pressure on us here, and un- 
fortunately he is in a position to 
do so, and if he definitely demands 
a payment of these royalties we 
shall have no alternative but to pay 
him here and leave it to you to col- 
lect through the producers a refund 
from Paine.’ 

Paine’s letter points out that he, 
as agent for the MPPA, was under 
no obligation to pay Edwards, or 
the Australian publishers, anything. 
His function, explains Paine, is to 
pay the American publishers, and 
if these had contracts with the Aus- 
tralian music men whereby they 
were entitled to a cut in world 
license fees it is up to the publishers 
here to make immediate settlement 
so that the picture producers who 
have paid for the music won’t con- 
tinue to be harassed by the Aus- 
tralian publishers. 


S-B’S U DEAL 
Hollywood, May 29. 

Shapiro, Bernstein is interested in 
publishing songs from musical pic- 
tures and may strike a deal with 
Universal to release numbers from 
the latter’s future films. 

Single production with music at 
U’s coast studio so far set is ‘Orchid 
Girls,’ formerly ‘Lilies of Broad- 
way.’ 














Girl Organist Appeals 
Albany, May 29. 


Bettye Lee Taylor, radio and 


j}theatre organist, has filed an ap- 


peal from a supreme court order 
setting aside a $20,000 verdict and 
dismissing a $100,000 complaint 
against Albany and the New York 
Central railroad, 

Miss Taylor was injured when 
her automobile skidded on ice into | 
an abutment of the New York Cen- 
tral overpass in Albany. A jury 
awarded her $20,000. 








$150,000 Weekly Talent Payroll 
For Nite Clubs, 
As Expo Makes Chicago Hum 


Beer Gardens 


Chicago, May 29. 

Weekly payroll for nite club, cafe, 
and beer garden talent in Chicago 
at the present time runs around 
$150,000. And all of the restaurants 
within the World’s Fair itself have 
not yet expressed themselves as to 
policy. 

Leading dine-dance spots, in 
point of costly orchestral and spe- 
cialty talent, give a vivid picture of 
money prospects for the summer, 
These estimates are believed to be 
reasonably close: 

Blue Ribbon Casino-College Inn, 
$14,000. 

Chez Paree, $8,000. 

Dells, $7,500. 

Congress Hotel, $6,000. 

225 Club, $5,000. 

Lasalle Roof, $5,000. 

Palmer House, $3,500. 

Lincoln Tavern, $3,500. 

Edgewater Beach, $3,000. 

In the case of the Blue Ribbon 
Pabst Casino, located within the 
Fair grounds, and the College Inn, 
joint operation of both these places 
by the Hotel Sherman will employ 
Ben Bernie, Buddy Rogers, Tom 
Gerun, plus Guy Lombardo for 
special matinees. Cost of Bernie’s 
radio commercials is figured in the 
total as the purpose of this is 
largely to help attract customers 
to the beer garden. 

Dells has Lombardo plus a tango 
group and floor shows. Chez Paree 
and 225 Club use expensive head- 
liners, such as Harry Richman, 
Sopnie Tucker, etc. Congress hotel 
treats itself to Vincent Lopez in 
one room and Leo Reisman in the 
next. Such spots as the Lasalle 
hotel and the Palmer House have 
completely gone ga-ga on talent by 
former conservative standards of 
both places, 

Many Others 

In addition to these leaders the 

nite life of Chicago during the 
World’s Fair is well provided for 
in a variety of spots, all of which 
will probably have more elaborate 
entertainment than heretofore. In- 
cluded in this category are such 
places as the Blackhawk, Bismarck 
hotel, Old Heidelberg, Club Royale, 
Club Shalimar, Frolics, Villa Bouche, 
Vanity Fair, Via Lago, Granada, 
Playground and the Drake, Black- 
stone, Stevens and Auditorium ho- 
tels. Drake, for example, is install- 
ing its first floor show. Auditorium 
has a dance band for the first time 
in 20 years, and the Stevens has 
Paul Ash. Cafe de Alex, in the 
Fair grounds, will probably use Don 
Pedro orchestra, 
All in all the demand for or- 
chestras and entertainers is terrific 
right now. Whether all of the 
places can or will make money, or 
whether a small group of favorites 
will get most of the cream, remains 
to be seen. A bearish note in the 
bullish nite club market is the 
closing last week of the Folies Ber- 
gere with no announced intention 
of reopening. 


Musical Realty Plugs 


Riis Park, realty development at 
Neponsett, Long Island, has spotted 
Irving Aaronson and his Command- 
ers for the summer as a name band 
ballyhoo for the real estate venture, 
A big beer garden (outdoors), in 
which the Trommer’s brewery peo- 
ple are reported interested, goes 
with the venture; also a WOR wire, 

Manhattan Beach, N. Y., a Joseph 
P. Day realty promotion, for years 
has been using the Harold Stern 
band as a musical bally and has 
re-engaged Stern for the 19th con- 
secutive summer. 











RADNOR SUING FAMOUS 


Martin Radnor has filed suit 
against Famous Music Corp., in 
N. Y. Supreme Court, Buffalo, alleg- 
ing infringen:ent. Radnor, in his ac- 
tion, con‘-nds two songs, ‘The Love 
Parade’ and ‘My Dream Lover,’ were 
taken from three numbers composed 
by him. 

The songs which Radnor alleges 
infringe on his own compositions 
were composed by Victor Schert- 
zinger for the Chevalier-Paramount 
film, ‘The Love Parade.’ Wattenberg 
& Wattenberg is counsel for the 
defense. 
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Easi 


New York court issues an attach- 
ment on the salary of Raoul Walsh 
to insure payment of back alimony 
due Miriam Cooper. 








Laurence Schwab quotes payrolls 
of his five hits. They are: ‘Desert 
Song,’ 39,040; ‘Good News,’ $9,435; 
‘New Moon,’ $10,125; ‘Follow Thru,’ 
$9,760; and ‘Take a Chance,’ $10,745. 





Charles Nelson, who quit the 
prize ring to be ordained Bishop of 
the United Christian Church of 
America, puts the bee on a dance 
marathon in Astoria. He married a 
couple on the floor Friday night, to 
pulmotor the affair, which had been 
running for 72 days. When he 
found the bridal couple had not been 
paid their promised $100, he made a 
protest. That started a riot. After 
the police left, the marathon was all 
Over, 





Associated Press report says that 
Noel Coward has drawn $45,000 in 
royalties the past season. To help 
shoo the wolf, he also got $17,000 for 
playing in ‘Design for Living,’ plus 
a cut on the profits. 





Latest Park ave. gossip has 
Tommy Manville, the asbestos kid, 
about to marry Nina Pearson, for- 
mer showgirl. She was mentioned 
in that playful rumpus in an Ha- 
vana cafe last winter when Lil 
Damita objected to the attention 
Nina received from Lil’s boy escort. 





Milton Aborn dropped his sum- 
mer opera season, but may resume 
in a few weeks. 

Arthur Lubin will try out Hurl- 
burt’s ‘Greek Fragment’ on the 
coast. If he likes it, it will be 
brought east in the fall, 








N. Y. Court of Appeals sustains 
lower bench in refusing use of ‘Tif- 
fany’ as a trade name by the film co, 





Hudson River Day line has pur- 
chased the Buccaneer, an old 
schooner which has been used in a 
number of pictures, and will refit it 
as a floating theatre, anchored off 
Tarrytown. Will give two shows 
weekly, using one of the run boats 
for transportation from N, Y. and 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news itens; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





Justice gave the wife a week in 
which to submit counter charges. 

Third chapter was written in 
White Plains court Friday (26), 
when the judge refused to sit fur- 
ther in the case and both attorneys 
refused to ask for a new tribunal. 
Seems that the previous week the 
judge sent the couple into his own 
chambers to talk it over. Mrs. 
Grainger’s lawyer claims that what 
happened is condonation of the 
charged offense. 





Irving Berlin and Moss Hart back 
from Bermuda with suntan and the 
first act of their new musical, ‘As 
Thousands Cheer.’ 





John Hay Whitney and Cornelius 
Vanderbilt to take up colored pic- 
ture work. Form Pioneer Pictures, 
to work in Technicolor and pick up 
a big block of Technicolor stock. 
Merian C. Cooper will make the 
first production, using Radio studio. 





Alfred Codona, premier aerialist, 
hurt when he fell in the Garden 
with the Barnum-Ringling circus, 
fears he may be unable to go back 
on the bars. 





Howard Lindsay goes abroad. 
Partly vacation, partly to find a 
quiet spot in which to adapt ‘She 
Loves Me Not’ for Wiman & Weath- 
erly. 





Joan Blondell made an honorary 
member of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars last week while she was at 
the Albee, Brooklyn. 





Two New Yorkers grab the bacon 


at Nat. Fed. of Music Clubs at Min- 


neapolis. Edward A. Kane gets the 
voice award and Miss Byrd Eliot is 


the best woman ’cellist. 





Luella Gear, of ‘Gay Divorce,’ buys 


other river points. the rights to ‘Coralito,’ Spanish play. 





Wiman & Weatherly considering 
a musical for the fall with Jack 
Haley and Fred Allen. Cole Porter 
to look after the songs while Ber- 


a 
trand Robinson will write the book. atre at Summit, N. J. 





John Tasker Howard swats Tos- 
canini at the annual meeting of the 
Federation of Musical Clubs in 
Minneapolis. Charges that the con- 


Done into English by Albert A. 
Snowdon from Felipe Sassone. 





Elizabeth Miele leaves Sharon for 
summer theatre at Summit the- 
Starts July 
17. 





New York Phoenix theatre, a new 


group, will open the summer the- 


ductor has played only four works] atre at Danbury, Mass. 


of American composers in seven 
years. 


Fay Webb Vallee has applied to 
the Supreme court for particulars 
in the suit of Katherine Leon for 





cut from the Phila ork, 





Leopold Stokowski takes a 31% 
Men get 


only a 9% drop. 





Julius P. Witmark of the Wit- 





alienation. mark music publishing family went 
through two marriage ceremonies 


with Aline Prince to make the hitch 





Herman J. Biberman has bought 


George O'Neill's ‘Something to Live! certain, but he’s bringing only one 
For.’ Will try it out in Westchester | action for separation. Mrs. Witmark 


this summer. 





Mitchell Parish and Frank Per- 
kins will write original scores for 
the Bobby Sanford boat shows. 





Brookfield (Conn.) Players will 
open their summer season July 1. 





Jack Curley offers Dempsey $275,- 
000 for the receipts of the Scheml- 
ing-Baer fight, but the ex-champ 
declines. 





Police rule against shirtless trunks 
at Coney Island, but magistrate dis- 
misses the first four picked up. Says 
it’s all right at Miami so why not 
here? 





Dorothy Hall back in town from 
London. Says she'll appeal to 
Equity for two weeks pay and sue 
Peggy Fears and Blumenthal if she 
doesn’t get it. 





Memorial Day exodus’ smaller 
than last year. Hotel men at re- 
sorts urged Monday be included in 
the holiday, but couldn’t put it 
over. Four-day stretch would have 
made for big takings. 





Al Woods takes on ‘Life Wants 
Padding’ which has been held at 
times by Morris Green, Crosby 
Gaige and Arch Selwyn. Will try it 
out this summer and may give it a 
run in the fall. 





Brookfield Players now a corpora- 
tion with Virgil Geddes prez. Sum- 
mer theatre in the Connecticut town 
of that name, 





Leo Singer, of Singer Midget 
fame, plans to produce a musical 
version of ‘White Horse Tavern,’ 
based on the English translation by 
the late Sydney Rosenfeld from the 
German of Blumenthal and Kadel- 
burg. This is the source from 
which Sir Oswald Stoll derived 
‘White Horse Inn.’ Singer will have 
& new version made. 








John F. Grainger, of Marmaroneck 
had already been granted a divorce 
from his wife in the White Plains 
court last week when Tillie Post, a 
dancer, told the court of parties. 


counters with a similar action al- 
leging desertion and adding that he 
told her he was in love with another 
woman, 





Bullet catching trick the high- 
light at the annual dinner of the 
Soc. of Am. Magicians at the Mc- 
Alpin last week. Done by Ted An- 
neman,. Said to have been done only 
half a dozen times in the past 100 
years, which is an error. 





‘Climax,’ due in this week, shoved 
over to June 5. 





Radio City planning an amuse- 
ment center in the RCA building. 
Sort of glorified Coney Island on the 
six upper floors. Frank W. Darling, 
late of Playland, in an advisory ca- 
pacity. 





Atlantic City considering turning 
over part of its $15,000,000 conven- 
tion hall te the railroads for a joint 
terminal. Needs revenue. 





Harry Rosenthal, of ‘June Moon,’ 
failed to appear in West Side Court 
Wed. (24) to answer claim of Alfred 
Jensen for interior decorative work. 
Judgment by default. 





Katharine Cornell tells newspaper 
men in Boston she will not make a 
film, denying renewed report. 

Frenchmen giggled so much Mar- 
lene Dietrich goes back to skirts. 








Magistrate Greenspan dismisses 
the charge brought by the Vice So- 
ciety against Viking Press for pub- 
lishing ‘God's Little Acre.’ Intimated 
he thought Agent Sumner was a bit 
narrow. 





Hippodrome, which dropped vaude 
last week, to go to grand opera July 
3 with the Chicago Opera Co., Al- 








fredo Salmaggi directing. Will open 
with ‘Aida’ at 25-50c 

Richard Wayne, former picture 
actor, settles out of court his suit 
to recover $300,000 from his wife 
under an agreement she made to pay 
}him $1,000 a month for life if he 


would quit the real estate business 
he had established after he left the 
sereen. She paid $84,000 and then 
stopped. 





‘Mr. Prohack,’ new play by Arnold 
Bennett and Ed Knob, to be one of 
the tryouts at Westchester this 
summer, 





Mrs. Katherine Page, former 
cabaret dancer, killed by gangsters 
when they put George Kennedy, al- 
leged speak owner, on the spot Tues- 
day (23). She had been living with 
him, police say. 





Johanna Rischke, German dancer, 
who is suing Richard Reynolds and 
other because she alleges he per- 
suaded her to give up profitable 
jobs to come to America and then 
deserted her, in court to examine 
the defendants before trial. 





Beer is back but not the growler. 
N. Y. Commission against sales in 
bulk. Immediate consumption or 
home in bottles, but no ‘can.’ 





Estate of the late Tex Rickard so 
depleted the bequests cannot be met. 
Cut about 60%. Estate included 
holdings of 51 stocks now declared 
to be valueless. 


Street roller skating so popular in 
Brooklyn the favored ‘rinks’ are 
kept wet down to discourage the 
practice and give motorists a 
chance, 





George M. Cohan tells inquirers 
that rumors he would stage a mu- 
sical before Christmas are all 
wrong. 





Mrs. Edna Kouri, who had Lew 
Brown in court accused of kicking 
her in a landlord and tenant row, 
failed to appear before Scarsdale 
justice Thursday (25) and charge 
was dismissed. 





Union Navigation Co., new excur- 
sion line to Coney, advertising the 
service by offering prizes to those 
who made the earliest trips on the 
old Iron steamboats, Found a couple 
who dated back to 1877, One man 
made a solo trip a year earlier, 





‘American Plan’ by Seff and Laz- 
arus will be the opener for the sum- 
mer season at Red Bank, N. J. 





Paramount hooks up with the 
‘Mirror’ to handle its Search for 
Beauty contest in the metropolitan 
district. 





Current story has it that Russell 
Harrison is negotiating with War- 
ner Bros. for the chorus of ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1933’ for a new version 
of ‘Ballyhoo.’ 





Dick Leibert, Radio City organist, 
buys a home at Long Beach. 





Donald Novis out of the Roxy 
show Sunday. Laryngitis. 





Helen Kane to appeal the $40,000 
judgment in favor of Irving Trust. 





First nude bathers of the season 
get soaked $5 per. Charge was not 
nude bathing but dunking in a park 
after sundown. Pulham Bay Park. 





Walter Prichard Eaton to take 
over Prof. Baker’s drama course at 
Yale, 





Coast 





Lew Cody favored in an L. A. Su- 
perior court decision when it ruled 
that the actor’s dog was not of a 
vicious nature as charged in the 
$1,800 suit filed by Anita Goodwin, 
who alleged in her complaint that 
the animal had run from an alley 
and bitten her as she was passing 
Cody’s Beverly Hills home. Plaintiff 
was ordered to pay court costs. 





Ernest Laemmle, film director and 
nephew of the producer, sentenced 
to serve 15 days in jail after he 
pleaded guilty to seven traffic com- 
plaints issued against him during 
the past year, 





Marie Diamond, film mag writer, 
granted a divorce from James J. 
Diamond in L. A. Superior court. 
Former testified that her hubsand 
once threw her down a flivht of 
stairs. 





Ferrell Beckner, film studio em- 
ployee, found not guilty in L. A. 
Superior court of manslaughter and 
drunk driving charges. Action was 
brought against Beckner following 
the alleged traffic death of a six- 
month old girl. 








A decision favoring the L. A. 
Railway Corp., handed down in L, 
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A. Superior court in the $115,000 
damage suit filed by Mara Tchouk- 
leva and Elena Oundigeff, Bulgar- 
ian actresses. Plaintiffs alleged in 
their complaint that they received 
serious injuries when the auto in 
which they were riding was struck 
by a street car. 





Sadakichi Hartmann, actor and 
poet, pleaded not guilty, in L. A. 
Superior ccurt to charges of al- 
legedly stealing a taxicab. MHart- 
mann testified that due to color 
blindness he was unable to dis- 
tinguish the cab from his own car. 





Frankie Darro, juve actor, fa- 
vored in an L. A. Superior court de- 
cision in a $27,563 damage suit filed 
by Leon Holmes, juve actor, Lat- 
ter alleged in his complaint that 
he was injured when Darro’s car, 
in which he was riding, overturned. 





Ray Davidson resigned as pub- 
licity director for the Hollywood 
Bowl Association, after serving in 
that capacity for eight years, 





Lois Laurel filed suit for divorce 
against Stan Laurel, film comedian, 
in L. A. Superior court, alleging 
cruelty. 


Officers of San Diego, Cal., vice 
squad arrested 19 men, following 
their raid on the San Diego Kennel 
Club. Those held were charged 
with alleged bookmaking and gam- 
bling. 





Harold Lloyd appointed hon- 
orary referee of the 1933 National 
Air Races, as announced by the 
managing director of the classic. 
Event will be held in Los Angeles 
in July. 





Thieves broke into the Hollywood 
home of William Stewart, writer, 
and stole five Oriental rugs, valued 
at $2,487, according to a police re- 
port. 





Monroe Owsley, actor, named de- 
fendant in a $75,000 heart balm suit 
filed in L. A. Superior court by 
Catherine Allen. Latter alleged in 
her complaint that Owsley agreed 
to marry her and then refused his 
alleged promise. 





Raymond Hatton, actor, filed a 
voluntary bankruptcy petition in 
the Federal court, L. A., listing his 
liabilities at $43,059 and assets of 
$5,830. 





Dora Koch, school girl, arraigned 
in L. A. Superior court on charges 
of allegedly breaking into the beach 
home of Harold Lloyd. 





Memorial services for Ernest Tor- 
rence held at the St. James Episco- 
pal church in Los Angeles. Eulogy 
was delivered: by Rupert Hughes, 
novelist. 





Raymond A. Soch, film studio 
painter, accused by police of flee- 
ing from his automobile after it 
collided with another last April, re- 
sulting in the death of Charles M. 
Pond, musician, surrendered him- 
self to L. A. police, asserting he 
did not know what had happened 
following the accident. 





Homer ‘Slim’ Gordon, Hollywood 
gaming house owner, and Ernest 
Barnett released on bail pending 
their hearing in L. A. Superior 
court on charges of allegedly rob- 
bing Edwin A. Rice of $900 in cash 
and checks, after the latter was re- 
ported to have stolen that amount 
from Mrs. Shirley Hall. 





Despite protests of the Hollywood 
business leaders, John B. Quinn 
was granted permission by the po- 
lice commission to operate a ‘game 
of skill and science’ in Hollywood. 
Game is ‘lotto.’ 





Marie Pergain Jennings, pianist, 
granted a divorce from William R. 
Jennings, indie theatre owner, in 
L.A. Superior court. Former tes- 
tified that her husband criticized 
everything she did. 





Clay M. Greene, author and play- 
wright, informed by his ’Frisco doc- 
tor that he probably will be bed- 
ridden for the rest of his life, as 
a result of injuries received in a 
fall. 





Settlement out of court closed the 
$25,125 damage suit filed in L.A. 
Superior court by Burr McIntosh, 
radio entertainer and _ philosopher. 
against Fred R. Johnson and Fred 
EK. Aldoux, construction engineers. 
Former alleged in his complaint 
that he suffered injuries when 
struck by a falling beam while 
passing a Hollywood building, 
which the defendants were wreck- 





ing. 





St. Louis has completed all plang 
for grand opera next season. The 
high C’s will soar in a $5,000,000 
civic auditorium to be built for win. 
ter opening. 





After several delays a further re. 
questment for postponement of the 
trial of Ralph O'Hara was denied 
by Judge Fardy in Chicago, O'Hara 
is accused of the murder of Fred 
Oser, Motion Picture Operators’ 
Union rebel. 





Adele Schwartz, 20, sued for di. 
vorce and won it charging that Mil. 
ton S. Schwartz, radio merchant 
was an incurable vocalist on ac. 
count of once having been with a 
dance orchestra. His singing drove 
her nerts. 





Aaron Lebedeff leased the Kedzie 
theatre, Chicago, to present Yid- 
dish drama and operetta. Lucy 
Levin will be prima donna. 





Irene Pavloska, opera singer, said 
be to sick in a Los Angeles sani- 
tarium, sued in a Chicago court for 
$3,000 back alimony from Dr. Mau- 
rice Mesirow. Judge gave doc five 
days to show cause why he shouldn't 
be jailed for contempt. 


$36 Show 








(Continued from page 1) 


for one turn and each also does a 
single. In addition, the four of 
them do two blackface skits for the 
complete bill, Three of the four 
can play piano, and the single man 
is handy with brush and paints for 
the posters after the show gets to 
town. 

They make week stands of the 
tanks, playing town halls, schools 
and fire houses. Most of the hose 
houses have some sort of an audi- 
torium, often replacing the town 
hall. One recently played had a 
second floor hall and a saloon with 
real beer in the basement. Not 3.2 
but the sort of stuff that has been 
current in the Pennsylvania mining 
district throughout the prohibition 
period. 

With many mines closed, business 
has been off in spcts. In one town 
the gross for the week was $52, but 
the nut only runs around $36. A 
following one-niter yielded $5.60 on 
a 10c admission, but medicine and 
candy sales ran to another $5, and 
the theatre didn’t share on the latter 
end. 

Show is now under canvas and 
expects to do better if the single 
woman, who’s got something of a 
temper, doesn’t blow the troupe and 
take the single ma‘ with her. And 
the guy is a swell sign painter. 





Eatery Books Blues Singer 


Hollywood, May 29. 
Jane Jones, blues singer, has 
been booked into the Hollywood Art 
club, a screen colony naborhood 
eatery. 
She will be accompanied by a 
five-piece jazz band, opening (29). 
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Where O’Hay 





(Continued from page 1) 


6 successor to the late George 
Bellows. Carl Woolsey gave up act- 

g to come to Taos and paint. Re- 
gently his exhibitions in New York, 
Jos Angeles and Chicago aroused 
the admiration of critics. Of the 
more modern painters whose works 
awe the art critics and puzzle the 
public, Victor Higgins, Ward Lock- 
wood, Emil Disttram, Eleanora Kis- 
gel, E. L. Blumenschein and D. E. 
Brett live and work in Taos, as do 
Elmer Turner and Leon Gaspard. 


Writers, too. make their homes 
here. The great D. H. Lawrence 
wrote ‘Lady Chatterly’s ‘Lover’ in 
this town. Edna Ferber did ‘Cim- 
m. ron’ in Taos, Willa Cather, who 
has a home on the ; virts of the 
town, wrote ‘Death ‘-- es for the 
larchbishop’ around t.:.. locale. Dor- 
othy Brett, whose ‘Lawrence and 
Brett’ is currently a best seller, is a 
local resident. 

All these peopie have achieved 
fame, and are, in their various lines, 
national figures. But it remained 
for Broadway to supply Taos’ best 
known citizen — Captain Irving 
O’Hay. Since the death of his pal, 
Ernie Carr in 1929, O’Hay has been 
missing from Broadway. With 
Ernie, he had fought in 10 wars. 


The pair had been gun runners in 
South America. They toured the 
United States in a truck. Acted, 
hunted and knocked around to- 
gether for years. The passing of 
Carr was a hard blow to the cap- 
tain. He roamed around aimlessly 
for several years, finally putting the 
brakes on in Taos. 

Just a Boy 

At 62, O’Hay looks at least 20 
years younger than his age. Around 
here he’s a happy guy. A one-man 
combination of Chamber of Com- 
merce and Rotary club. He tours 
the adjoining states, as far east as 
St. Louis, lecturing the virtues of 
Taos, with the same vigor as he 
stumped and yelled in the Equity 
strike, later at Hollywood’s attempt 
to organize the actors five years 
ago, and at those Friars club Satur- 
day nights. 

O’Hay has always been an actor, 
never a good one—he admits that— 
but always an actor. He’s Taos’ 
leading man now. In the two years 
he has been here, he has spent 
$20,000 building an auto camp. Not 
a flock of cabins, but a model camp 
that would be an attraction in any 
city. It’s a hotcha spot in the des- 
ert. That’s all the former Broad- 
wayite can speak of, his camp. The 
place is equipped like the new Wal- 
dorf. Some of his former pals should 
get a load of him on his knees 
s..owing the box spring mattresses 
to prospective guests. 

In this town, 75 miles from the 
nearest railroad, O’Hay gets lone- 
some for some of his own pals. His 
Indian and Spanish friends are 
okay for hunting and fishing com- 
Ppanions, but when he wise cracks, 
they no savey. That’s tough on 


O’Hay. 
He always was a sucker for a 
horse race. He stil! is. There's 


no track within 1,000 miles of Taos, 
but Cap is training a race horse. 
The nag, given to him two years 
ago by James Fitzimons after it 
had pulled a tendon running as a 
two-year-old, is kept in the rear of 
the camp. O’Hay has worked on 
the tendon for the last year and now 
believes the horse is ready to race 
again. He’ll try it at Caliente next 
season. He advises al] the boys 
to get down on it. The name ‘Fair 
Orby.’ 

According to scientists, Toas (pro- 
nounced to rhyme with louse), is 
one of the first known places of 
habitation in America. Archeolo- 
gists have unearthed relics which 
date 3,000 year. Because the Taos 
Indians have some words in their 
language similar to Chinese and 
have Mongolian features, sci- 
entists believe they originally came 
from Asia. They are peculiar 
among Indians in that the men 
do the work. They farm their 
reservations, pool what they raise 
©n a community basis and sell the 
surplus to the whites. The tribe, 
less than 1,000, have $57,000 depos- 
ited in the local bank. When the 
depression got noised around, they 
Wcerried about their bank account. 
Three of the tribe rulers went to 
the bank, demanced to count their 
money. None of the old bucks could 
count over 20. After the first day 
of counting, they had handled $1,- 
200 in silver, decided the bank was 
Okay and have not been back since. 

100 Years, No Change 

Taos is much as it was 100 years 
aE There is nothing to 
remind a visitor that he is in Amer- 


they say. 











Went Native 


Wasted Swank 








Chicago, May 29. 

Century of Progress Exposi- 
tion hired a special artist and 
spent $250 to make a doggy 
parchment official hand-em- 
bossed invitation to President 
Roosevelt. Now the President 
is too busy to come to the 
World’s Fair. 

Thev wisn thev’d sent a tele- 
gram instead. 


IST L. A. SUDS FLOOR 
SHOW WITH RUSH BIZ 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


First full-fledged beer garden to 
open here with complete floor show 
at pop prices is the Red Mill, which 
has just got going in Spring street, 
operated by Charles Alphin, vet 
showman, and former picture 
exhib. 

Garden can comfortably accom- 
modate several hundred patrons at 
rustic tables, with plenty of floor 
space provided for dancing. Pol- 
icy is semi-grind, with the floor 
show doing one complete routine 
matinees, and as often as biz re- 
quires after nightfall. 

Music is provided by Ernest 
Frederick’s five piece combo, which 
will be increased to seven in the 
next week. Twelve chorines per- 
form on a series of steps leading 
from the orchestra stand. 

Principals include Babe Allen, 
Texas LaMont, the Argentine Trio, 
dancers; Little Eddie — Lewis, 
crooner, and others, Light lunches 
and beer and wine are served at 
tables by attractive waitresses. Biz 
started big, with Alphin already 
figuring on how he can increase 
his floor space to take care of the 
demands. 

















Ringers! 





New York sports’ writers are get- 
ting up their own team with Ed 
Sullivan behind the bat and Normaa 
Curtis and Eddie (A.P.) Neil as 
pitchers. Benny Rubin, who, like 
Curtis, isn’t a scribe, will be at 
short. Curtis is a singer, associated 
with Howard Marsh, and also an 
athlete. He finished fourth in the 
decathlon at the last Olympics. 

Rubin, like Joe E. Brown, is a 
baseball nut, having played with the 
coast teams while in Hollywood. 


ARNOLD REUBEN BANKRUPT 

Arnold A. Reuben, gen. mgr. of 
the Reuben’s ‘sandwich to an insti- 
tution’ eaterie, personally took the 
bankruptcy veil in the U. S. Court 
last week. 

Schedule carried his liabilities as 
totaling $116,080 and assets, $5. 








The only modern con- 
venience is electricity. Everything 
else is from the dark ages. Town 
is filled with characters who’s pasts 
run not unlike O’Hay’s. His new 
pals were tough muggs in their 
days. The Harberts and Witts 
were in the Oklahoma land rush. 
Jim Baring was a pal of Wild Bill 
Hickok. Harry Anderson was with 
Billy the Kid the day before the 
Kid was killed. This was Kit Car- 
son’s home. He’s buried here and 
his grand-daughter runs the town’s 
only tea room, 

This new mob ot inhabitants, the 
writers, sculptors, painters, batik 
designers. O’Hays are a queer mix- 
ture when sprinkled with the na- 
tives. The new ones go native as 
soon as they hit the town. Broad- 
way should get a load of O’Hay as 
a big westerner. He's the nuts. 
Put he’s a happy guy. He figures 
that if he stuck to acting, he'd be 
washed up by this time. As is, he’s 
a big shot in a small burg. That’s 
something. 

Only one thing hurts him. When 
he first arrived here, he’d mention 
Al Jolson, George M. Cohan, Jim 
Corbett and other celebs. The na- 
tives winked and humored him, One 
day a native called him aside, told 
him the town liked his personality, 
but for Pete’s sake, lay off trying 
to be a big man. Everybody knew 
he wouldn’t know Jolson if he fell 
over him. That hurt the Capt. A 
few of the celebs had to visit him 
before the town decided he was on 


ica of 1933. 


the square. He never mentions 
them any more. He’s too busy 
making speeches about the virtues 
of Taos. 

O’Hay is Broadway's loss, but 


certainly Taos’ gain. 


TIMES SQUARE— SPORTS 


Hollywood’s Funny! 
Even ‘Kicking Over’ 


Is a Joke at Times 


Hollywood, May 29. 

Bizarre pact made years ago be- 
tween Donald Henderson Clarke 
and Joseph Jefferson O’Neil hav- 
ing to do with their eventual 
funerals, was recently renewed at 
a dinner reunion between these 
former New York ace news writers 
who have gone Hollywood. 

Clarke and O'Neil, now respec- 
tively at RKO and Columbia as 
writers, have been named as among 
the best reporters New York ever 
turned out. Be that as it may, 
Clarke and O’Neil used to thumb a 
mocking nose at life during news 
gathering days, with Clarke carry- 
ing on the gesture in his recent 
books. Among other things they 
were fed up with solemn funeral 
orations. So they agreed, with a 
third confrere already passed on, 
that as each kicked the bucket one 
of the survivors would give the 
‘lowdown’ on the deceased as an 
appropriate elegy. No dominie or 
priest to officiate. 

Don Clarke did the ‘lowdown’ 
honors at the burial of the first 
one to go. Now, as Joe O'Neil 
puts it, he and Don are sort o’ 
shaking dice with fate to see who'll 
call. 30’ on the other. 


Tex. Gets Racing 


Dallas, May 29. 

Horse racing and betting has re- 
ceived sanction of the Texas legis- 
lature and when signed by Gov. 
‘Ma’ Ferguson, the bill becomes op- 
erative in 90 days, in time for fall 
fairs. 

President Otto Herold, of the 
State Fair of Texas and his staff 
stand ready to revive that insti- 
tution’s old reliable drawing. card, 
while Col. W. T. Waggoner will 
put full steam into his operation of 
Arlington Downs, a lavish invest- 
ment on the Dallas-Ft. Worth mid- 
way. 











Money Troubles Taking 
Balto Arena to Court 


Baltimore, May 29. 

After about six months of op- 
eration the widely heralded sports 
arena of town, controlled by the 
Casino Amusement Corp., finds it- 
self in receivership proceedings. 
Uptown spot, known as the Sports 
Centre, is being proceeded against 
by the Anchor Post Fence com- 
pany, which wants $244.04 and 
claims the defendant is insolvent. 

Sports Centre was intended to be 
the sports arena of town, but never 
really got started. Did okay dur- 
ing the winter with ice-skating, 
but since the spring has fallen into 
a bad slump. 


NBC Takes RKO 


Two league ball games Sat. (27) 
NBC beat RKO 16 to 9, Warner 
(Brooklyn) tied with Columbia 1-1, 
game called at end of fifth inning. 
Someone forgot to get a permit for 
field. 





Standing of the Clubs 


Ww. L. Pe. 
Columbia ..... 3 0 1.000 
WHEeG) scuctccoeee BF 1 .667 
Warner scccoose i 1 .500 
Mt? sseenbens & 2 .333 
[a eae 2 .333 
We cevsaveeae si ® 2 .000 
Warner (Bklyn) 0 0 .600 
Van Beuren... 0 0 .000 





And Tennis, Too 


Motion Picture Tennis League 
has been reorganized for the new 
season with eight teams, Fox, 
Paramount, Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., Columbia, Warner, 
United Artists, Monogram and 
Universal. Matches are listed by 
league President Milton Lowen- 
burg, of Columbia, and Milton 
Scott, of ERPI, treas. 

Fox beat Universal in first 
match, winning two singles and a 
double. Matches scheduled for 
next week are Paramount and 
Warner, ERPI vs. United Artists, 
Columbia vs. Monogram, 


SING-SING TAKES WB 


Warner Bros. ball team were 
beaten by Sing Sing Mutual Welfare 
League team, 10 to 4. Game at Os- 
sining, N. Y., on Sat. (27). 

About 300 loyal Warner home 
office rooters made the trip by bus, | 
with Ralph W. Budd, Ed Selzer and | 





Estelle Sehrott in charge. ! 
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Sth Ave.’s Runway 


One of Fifth avenue’s mo- 
diste shops in the 50’s has bor- 
rowed from the exploitation 
ways of the 14th street cloak 
and suit district and has its 
mannequins on parade in front 
of the entrance. 

Like the situation prevailing 
in the downtowns the ambu- 
lating display is getting little 
attention from the women, but 
the boys do everything except 
pitch a tent to linger. The 
5th Ave. Association figures to 
be horrified. 


DAY AND DATE, WARING 
SWAMPS BILL TILDEN 














Lynchburg, May 29. 
Day-and-dating Waring’s Penn- 
sylvanians and Big Bill Tilden’s 
tennis barnstormers in Lynchburg 


(23) was fatal—for Tilden’s show. 

Tilden, Hans Nusslein and Bruce 
Barnes, net aces, burned plenty 
when their bill at the country club 
failed to draw more more than a 
$160 gate. Vince Richards, who 
was to have appeared with the 
troupe, dropped out, left regrets, 
and went back to New York. 

It was Tilden’s third time here 
—the other two being solo appear- 
ances—and his smallest draw. 
Pennsylvanians, who were billed 
throughout this section including 
Roanoke, packed them into the 
Paramount all day and could have 
held over. 





Portland Dog Racing 
Draws 17,000 Crowd 


Portland, Ore., May 29. 


Jack Fisher and O’Connor of Bel- 
mont Park, Cal., launched whippet 
racing here. Investment is $86,000 
to lay out trackage, etc., in Multno- 
mah stadium, but that sum seemed 
warranted by first night attendance 
of 17,000 persons. 

Greyhound races are run with au- 
tomatic rabbit, with pari-mutuel 
betting and bookmaking on the side. 
The Fisher-O’Connor combination 
tied up with the Mutnemah Kennel 
Club to give the venture a local 
touch in the interests of dog fancy- 
ing. But patronage is interested in 
canine form only when its money is 
on the event. 

Likely to be some political agita- 
tion to stop the dog racing, but the 
present law makes it legal, and it’s 
here to stay for a while anyway. 





MARRIAGES 


Dorothy Jo Welch, non-pro, to 
Robert Eddy in San Bernardino, 
Calif.. May 24. Groom is former 
Warner Bros. writer. 

Gilda Gray to Hector B. De Saa, 
May 24, at New York. Groom is a 
Venezuelan coffee planter and they'll 
go there after she cleans up her 
vaude dates. 

Helene Costello to Arturo Dun- 
bar, Los Angeles, May 27. Second 
ceremony, to ratify a marriage in 
Havana before decree against 
Lowell Sherman became final. 
Isabel Connor to Charles Smith, 
May 13, in Los Angeles. Smith is 
an agent with the Schulberg-Feld- 
man Hollywood office. Bride a non- 
pro. 

Arthur E. Lake, Los Angeles the- 
atre manager, and Helen Dorothy 
Brown, Syracuse nurse, Syracuse, 
May 27. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pearl, son, 
at Los Angeles, May 17. Father is 
general sales manager of Republic 
studio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Marshall, 
daughter, London, May 25. Mother 
is Edna Best. 


Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 


TEMPERATURE WENT UP TO 
86 LAST WEEK WHICH IS BET- 
TER THAN MY STOCKS DID. 
(That crack should help Jackie's 
credit rating!) 

Watch for the Opening 

Well your humble columnist is 
about to open his own night club. 
In a couple of weeks the Club Os- 


terman will throw open its doors 
on the site of the former 5 
O'Clock Club or, to be explicit, 151 
West 54th street. We like the idea 
of the venture because we figure, 
being our own boss, it will be a 
novelty owing ourselves, 





Smart Kid 

Mack Gordon took his youngster, 
Jack, to see ‘Strike Me Pink.’ After 
the three hour entertaiment the kid 
remained in his seat. Mack asked, 
‘What are you waiting for? The 
song writer's offspring answered, 
‘For the pictures!’ 





Nice Job 

Max Hayes forwards the story of 
the Jewish wife complaining to the 
judge about her husband’s non- 
support. When the hubby, beard 
and all, appeared in court he told 
his honor that he only worked in 
the summer time. ‘What's your oe- 
cupation,’ asked the court. Rosen- 
bloom replied, ‘I'm a Turk in Coney 
Island.’ 

















New Angle 
Willie Harris is burnt up since 
beer returned. Prices are down so 
much a customer asked him for an 
estimate on a Tom Collins. 





You Never Can Tell 
The other morning we grabbed 
a glimpse of.a street cleaner on 
Broadway with a monogramed belt 
and a wrist watch. 





The Proper Answer 
Bill Demarest asked his tailor 
what the well dressed man would 
wear in 1933 and the tailor told 
him, the clothes he bought in 1928, 





Depression Gag No. 99999 
Rumor has it that things are so 
tough doctors are operating on 

each. other to keep in practice. 





Critic to the. End 
Kelcey (‘Women’s Wear’ and 
man—about—Sardi’s) Allen relates 
the tale of the undertaker who had 
to bury a critic, but gave up the 
job when he couldn’t find a grave 
on the aisle. 





More Truth Than 

And Harry Hershfield ponders 

whether it was better to have 

lost with Gold: 1an & Sachs or to 
have succeeded with Morgan, 








Things You'll Probably Never See 

Barbers that don’t ask you 
at the finish of your shave, ‘Don’t 
you want a massage?’...Lindy's 
without a music publisher eating 
...George White with a red tie... 
Jed Harris with a shave...Morrig 
Gest without a black hat...And 
Osterman without a cigar (as long 
as things keep up okay.) 





Overheard 
A lady to her girl friend, ‘Let’s 
go to see Gilbert and Sullivan's 
‘Patience.’ Reply, ‘I hate medical 
shows.’ 





Ostermania 

We saw Warners’ ‘Gold Diggers’ 
preview the other day and in the 
story a boy backs a musical for 15 
grand...well, that’s not inflation... 
Frank Cary’s Coconut Grove opens 
this week in Greenwood Lake... 
Emil Boree is the only actor 
that ever doubled from the Para- 
mount to the jail...In broadcast- 
ing studios they give auditions to 
audiences as to when to applaud 
...and a terrific novelty happened 
in our house the other night, we 
turned on the radio and DIDN’T 
hear, ‘Stormy Weather’... ARE 
YOU READING? 








Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Poucher, son, 
May 24 in New York. Mother is 
Florence Russell, secretary to Wal- 
ter Douglas. 

Mr. and Mrs. 


Edwin H. (Buddy) 


~ “Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 





Morris, a daughter, at the Nursery 
and Children’s hospital, New York, | 





May 28. Father is v. p. and gen 
mgr. of the Warner Bros. music | 
publishing interests. 
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Jonansen 
daughter, at Good Samaritan hos- 
pital, May 28. Father is actor 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
until Labor Day + + + $1.50 


Mail 





remittance with name and 
summer address. 





s 











ca 


OT RE LP AOEPER LEE aa ga ee —— 


———— > 





sega 


a 


wpe 


60 VARIET 


TIMES SQUARE 


Tuesday, May 30, 1933 








== 





Broadway 


Eddie Cooke's moving offices. 

Lady sand:;ichmen in the Square 
now. 

Jim Tully here for the 3aer- 
Schmeling fight. 

Basil Maduro now a customer's 
man with a brokerage firm. 

Dan Dogherty is talking about 


buying a cabin cruiser that sleeps 
four. 

Earl Wingart now is reported to 
have the gout instead of just an ail- 
ing foot. 

Belle Livingstone back on Broad- 
way on the site of the old Club 
Richman, 

Milt and Frank Britton with a 
WEAF wire into the Village Grove 
Nut Club. 

Herman Shumlin and Nick Holde 
due back Wednesday on board the 
Champlain. 

Even the nudes in the burlesque 
theatre lobby frames are wearing 
c thes now 

Funeral of Barney Flood at St. 
Malachy’s Saturday morning tied up 
Broadway traffic. 

Frem Atlantic 

aim Baer is 

jes crouch. 
Hen! Spitzer fell and wrenched 
his back badly. While laid up, his 
> died in New York. 


City Jim Kahn 
developing a 


‘Stormy Weather’ is not only a 
new song hit, it has also given the 
straw skimmer biz a tough start. 

‘Design for Loving’ skit out of 
‘Strike Me Pink’ one night last. week 
when Hope Williams was indis- 
posed. 

Signed to write for Hal Roach, 
Royal Cole kaves New York Fri- 
day (2) to start work; set by Joe 
Ri-kin. 

Charles Gartner and Luigi Lur- 
aschi have split the office space for- 
merly occupied by five Japanese ti- 
tle writers. 


Myrt Blum, Hollywood »usiness 
counsellor, back to the Coast after 
some eastern confabs with profes- 
sional clients. 


Everybody figured the novelty of 
guds would be worn off by now, but 
the unloading of a beer truck still 
draws a crowd. 


Joe Shea is still recuperating 
from a tonsil removal. Felt well 
enough to do some rowing off Trav- 
ers island Sunday. 

Chaney ard Fox mention the 
White Hou1se on their stationery 
since dancing for the President’s 
wife at‘lawn parties. 


‘3.2 Corne:' is name of new wet 
spot at 50th street and Seventh ave- 
nue. Site was formerly a corner of 
Winter Garden stage. 


Ad card of the Schmeling-Baer 
fight shows voth men with right 
legs thrust forward. Mixup in plate 
work. Neither is southpaw. 

John McGrail is looking over his 
real estate in Boston. He is the only 
film p. a. known to have two apart- 
ment houses in his own right. 

King’s Terrace now has Gladys 
Bentley, naughty Harlem _ songs- 
tress, as the big feature, augmented 
by lotsa ad space ’n’ everything. 

Charlie Morrison, trading in his 
old car, wound up with a German 
Opal, which is a cross between an 
Austin and a Doberman Pinscher. 

The Waner brothers of the Pirate 
outfield have advance contracts for 
vaude in the fall, but they’re off if 
Pittsburgh doesn’t win the pennant. 

A hamburger stand adjoins the 
RKO Cameo on 42d streec. So the 
Cameo’s marquee this weeks reads, 
5 aaa of the Ages—Hamburgers, 
ie 

I. Robert Broder, who resigned 
from RKO recently, has gone into 


private law practice with Murray 
srensilber, formerly of O’Brien, 
Malevinsky & Driscoll. 

Lester Thompson; form : Fox 


exploiteer, sailed Friday (26) on the 
SS Santa Elena for San Francisco. 
It's his home town and he plans to 
rest up for the summer. 

News cameraman posed Seaman 
Watson tending bar (his racket in 
London). Pretending to pour a bot- 
tle of ale, he refused to remove the 
cap until assured somebody else 
would pay for it. 

At Garden’s wrestli1.g bouts iast 
week wrasslers were thrown at 
Paul Gallico, ‘News’ sports column- 
ist, half a dozen times from the 
ring. Show was funnier than any- 
thing on Broadway. 

Joe Lee planted a couple of sign 
toters advertising the Rialto the- 
atre’s picture in the Communist 
demonstration on Sixth avenue, and 
the parade looked like a _ ballyhoo 
| -tunt for the flicker. 

“ Lobby frame display at Loew’s 


State for Benny Rubin’s a.” shows 
three former chorines in some of 
Rubin's picture who have since 


graduated in solo prominence. They 
are Ann Dvorak and Mary Carlisle. 
who were together in the line of one 
film, and Conchita Montenegro, who 


was a chorine in one of Rubin's 
Spanish-style talkers. 

Jack Dempsey’s bally of the Baer- 
Schmeling fight is the nearest thing 
to a Tex Rickard campaign that has 
been seen since the latter’s death. 
Dempsey, who likes’ to pull 
practical jokes, peroxided Sam 
Taub’s dome to make him a blond. 
he p.a.’s hair turned color—but it’s 
a dirty, dark straw tinge. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





Dancing booming. 

Tom Mix expected here. 

‘Cavalcade’ still a smash. 

MGM pictures into General The- 
atres. 

Empire, Sydney, still a 
lease house for Par. 

John Nolan (Fox) fast recovering 
from serious illness. 

‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ 
remarkable business. 

Dante, magician, will tour Europe 
following his local engagement, 

Expected W-T will in.port several 
current American hits this season, 

‘Rasputin and the Empress’ is in 
for a run try for Fullers in conjunc- 
tion with MGM. 

‘Madame Butterfly’ will be pre- 
miered by Dan Carroll next week at 
the Prince Edward. 

‘Sign of Cross’ will qvit after six 
weeks. Figured on 10 weeks, but 
trade fell away quickly. 

Ralph Doyle will revlace William 
Scott as head of RKO. le was 
fcormerlv in charge of United Ar- 
tists. 

Stuart F. Doyle, head of British 
Empire Productions, will shortly 
have three studios in operation, 
under his direction. 

‘A Bit of a Test’ premieres in Mel- 
bourne this week with Mary Gan- 
non and Bromley Cha‘ enor fea- 
tureds George D. Parker will pro- 
duce for W-T. 

‘The Mummy’ failed to click big 
in Sydney. ‘Cohens and Kelly’ other 
picture on bill, was given a boost 
in the ads above ‘Mummy’ following 
on slump in trade. 

‘Jack’s the Boy’ has reached its 
fifth month in Melbourne. Run, al- 
though slightly broken, is consid- 
ered a record for an English picture. 
‘Day and Night’ American release 
title. 

Phyllis Barry, currently a success 
in Hollywood, at one time played 
in revues with Jim Gerald for the 
Fullers. Gerald’s’ brother-in-law 
married Miss Barry’s mother some 
years ago in Sydney. 

Stanley Crick and Stuart Codde 
are the two men responsible for the 
success of ‘Cavalcade’ in Australia. 
John Nolan, who came from Amer- 
ica to handle the picture, was taken 
suddenly ill some weeks prior to 
the opening date and had to go into 
hospital. Crick and Codde ~ .ndled 
all the advance exploitation in con- 
junction with Herbie Hayward of 
G.T. 


first-re- 


is doing 


Vi 
By Erich Glass 
Fritz Kortner to settle at suburb, 
Neuwaldegg. 


Max Hansen and Lizzi Waldmuel- 
ler honeymooning. 


Maestro Panizza to get four 
weeks’ contract at State’s. 
Whitsun novelty at Akademie 


called ‘Women Do Dictate.’ 

Gustav Froehlich asking 2,000 
bucks per week and likely to get it. 
Criminal bankruptcy of 29-year- 
old Lustspiel theatre director, Sed- 
lacek. 

Austria Verlag drops dead, leav- 
ing composer Herbert Frank among 
mourners. 

Willy Forst shortly to produce 
and star in trilingual musical pic 
based on screen play by Walter 
Reisch. 

Fritz Kreisler rejects Vincent’s 
offer to arrange German perform- 
ances of Sissy in U. S. Anti-Ger- 
man feeling would kill it. 
Hirtenberg’s cartridge king af- 
fiancing Hedy Kiesler, who vowed 
to quit stage and screen. Hilde 
Schulz replacing her as Sissy. 
Rudi Lowenthal, still drawing 
checks for ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
as member of Carl-Froelich-Kollek- 
tive, blowing trumpets for Fejos, 
Annabella and Gustav Froehlich. 











Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 


Gus W. Lampe, manager of the 
Eckel here, which recently reverted 
to Schine Enterprises, will double as 
district manager for the Gloversville 
circuit. 

Al Clarkson proved: the city’s first 
circus herald of the season, drop- 
ping in last week to arrange for a 
two-day date for Sam B. Dill’s cir- 
cus, June 8-9. 

Eddie McBride, assistant to Harry 
Shaw at Loew’s State, called in to 
circuit headquarters in New York, 

Andy Roy, manager of the Para- 


mount, celebrated a birthday last 
week. 
William J. Tubbert, city manager 


for RKO, is telling the Rialto that 
Arthur Tracy is a regular since the 
street singer came in a day earlier 
that he might broadcast a Keith 
program from WSYR. 

After Doris Kenyon becomes Mrs. 
Arthur E. Hopkins, bride of the 
Syracuse horseman ind realty 
broker, on the Coast, June 14, the 





two will divide their time between 
Central New York and California. 

Marriage of Minna Gombel, for- 
mer Syracuse stock idol, and Jo- 
seph W. Sefton, San Diego, Cal., 
banker, may have surprised Louella 
O. Parsons, but it scarcely did Syra- 
cusans, who knew of the romance 
a year ago, 

Eleanor Kinney, once treasurer 
for the Sanford Skinner stock at 
the Empire, secured a week's leave 
of absence from a local business 
house that she might preside over 
the Empire's box office for the two- 
day engagement of Walter Hamp- 
den this week. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








Sid Silvers, Seattle stooge, signed 
by Fox films. 

Al Finklestein and Frank Christie 
back from Portland, 

Blue Monday Jamboree for per- 
sonal at Civic Auditorium. 

Tom Olsen over from Spokane, for 
new assignment with Evergreen. 

Whalers sign up for shots in Ber- 
ing sea for ‘Tugboat Annie,’ se- 
quences. 

Larry McCann heads 5-piece c-- 
chestra on Emma Alexander steam- 
ship plying Seat. to L. A. 

The New Yorker is newest night 

club and swanky. Floor show and 
beer. Jack Lawson is president; 
Chas. Hardy, sec-treas. 
Playland, amusement park, open- 
ed Saturday, with free admish to 
grounds. Will Logus is manager; 
George Mitchell, press agent, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





George Green, the cafe man, has 
turned gentleman farmer, 

A name band that once got $3,000 
weekly here is playing a one-night 
stand at $200. 

Irwin Rose, Pittsburgh boy, now 
has his own band at the Frolics 
club in New York. 

Joe Feldman had a birthday last 
week. WB's advertising director 
here still under 30. 

Rosey Roswell tries out all of his 
radio gags on his young son. Kid 
no lafee, Rosey no telee. 

Dave Rubinoff ran into a session 
of bad weather at the Willows and 
had pretty tough sledding. 

Morty Henderson has his first 
car, a second-hand Renault he 
picked up for next to nothing. 

I. J. Hoffman paid a flying visit 
to town last week and some sum- 
mer economies looked for shortly. 
Steiner Sisters, from nearby New 
Kensington, now at the Club Lido 
in New York as the Odette Sisters. 
‘Gold Diggers of 193” has been 
set for the Stanley June 9, sharing 
opening with Hollywood and Broad- 
way. 

Norman Frescott around for a 
visit, with sudden bookings post- 
poning his proposed Mediterranean 
cruise. 

Katharine Roberts in town lay- 
ing groundwork for next year's 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion series. 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Willie Hoppe a local visitor. 

John Shattuck, veteran 
newspaperman, dead. 

‘Shim-Sham-Shimmy‘ dance all 
the rage in dance halls here. 

Earl Burtnett and 12-piece orches- 
tra now at Marigold ballroom, 

Dave Brill from Majestic New 
York home office here for a few 
days. 

More night clubs operating here 
now than at any time in the city’s 
history, but business not so forte. 

W. A. Steffes has purchased 1,200- 
seat Bijou, loop dime fourth-run 
house, from Charles Terry. May 
install vaude. 

Nary a single theatre closing re- 
ported to Film Board the past week, 
while two houses in territory re- 
opened, a good omen. 

Gayety, stock burlesque house, 
eliminating matinees and _ giving 
only one performance a day during 
spring and summer season. 

‘Gold Medal Flour’ had John Dil- 
son, Shubert theatre stage director 
and actor, broadcast a Minneapolis 
baseball game from Nicollet park. 

‘She Done Him Wrong’ copped 
biggest gross in two years at Lor- 
ing, second ace Publix neighborhood 
house, despite rain and hot weather 
Sunday and Monday. 

John J. Friedl and Walter Win- 
chell, Publix division and advertis- 
ing managers, respectively, in Du- 
luth for opening of musical comedy 
tab season at Lyceum. j 

Sddie Ruben, Pantages lessee, 
states in newspaper interview that 
Alexander Pantages has made no 
overtures to him to include his 
house in proposed vaudevile circuit. 


local 








Prague 


Drinkwate. may stay at Capek’s. 

‘Ten-Minute Alibi’ at Kammer 
theatre. 

National theatre likes ‘Counsellor- 
at-Law.’ 

Sil-Vara's 
still drawing. 

Armand Tokatyan Don-Jose-ing 
in ‘Carmen’ in spite of indisposi- 
tion. 


Otto Kanturek, Ufa’s cameraman, 





‘Girlhood of a Queen’ 


exiled here and feunding ‘Okay 
Films.’ 
Vinohradske Municipal theatre 


wants O’Casey’s ‘The Plough and 
the Stars.’ 

The Fenix movie theatre is now 
running a military film with pacifist 
leanings, prohibited in Germany, ‘No 
One's Land,’ by the German author 
Leonhard Frank, assisted by the 
German regisseur, Victor Trivas. 

A number of leading actors, driven 
awsy from Germary, will shortly 
appear in a revue to be presented at 
the Osvobozeni theatre, filled with 
hits in the Czech and German lan- 
guages, satirizing present world 
conditions. 

In order not to arouse antagonism 
in Austria and in the German sec- 
tions of Czechoslovakia, Vlasta Bu- 
rian, the noted Czech comedian, has 
been asked by the Czechoslovak film 
authorities not to appear in films 
(his best and favorite role), in 
which the officers of the former 
Austro-Hungarian army are most 
amusingly satirized. 

Irene LEisinger, a refugee from 
Germany, until recently a prominent 
singer of the Berlin City theatre, and 
who filled a prominent role in 
Rhefnharat’s presentation of ‘Die 
Fledermaus,’ and appeared in film, 
‘Zwei Herzen,’ has been engaged for 
the next seasen at the New German 
theatre of Prague. Madame Eis- 
inger lately appeared at this theatre 
in Mozart’s ‘Don Juan.’ 


Coney Island 


Al Koondel back from coast, tak- 
ing in sights. 

Walter (Mouse) Powell painting 
the shack, just back from a 16- 
week tour with his band. 

Levy’s Fife and Drum band still 
playing the ‘Spirit of ’'76’ tune in 
Steeplechase on boardwalk. 

Soldier Myers opening Kongo- 
land on Surf avenue, with a large 
variety collection of reptiles. 

Harry Wagner, owner of new 
Skillite game on Bowery, has the 
largest Skee ball game around. 

Dave Frankel and Dictators set 
for season, at J.C.H. Moonlight 
dances with Geo. Harris on vocaliz- 
ing. 

‘Uncle’ Murray Bracker of 
Sheepshead, Century circuit, or- 
ganized a new harmonica club, now 
has twenty members. 

Frank O'Dea of RKO _ Tilyou 
breaking in new tux, promoted from 
chief of service to assistant mer. 
Harold Spiro new ec. of s. 

Arthue McMahon working on new 
restaurant and beer garden with 
Eric Sloane, cinema designer, finish- 
a paintings on walls and Indian 

uts. 





Japs have monopoly on_ poker 
game. Surf ave. has Ogawa and 
Ideas; on Bowery two. families 


wouldn’t reveal their names, but 
use their kids to help spiel crowd. 

Goodyear blimp flying around at 
night with neon lighted plug for 
product. Couple of ‘knishes’ ped- 
dlers on Surf avenue, attracted by 
sight, agree that it’s a good way to 
advertise, 

Meeting of Chamber of Commerce, 
George F. Kister was appointed 
chairman of committee for fire- 
works. The merchants decided on 
having display earlier this season, 
probably starting first Tuesday in 
June, 

Feltman’s Alpine garden opened 
Sat. (27) with an electrically con- 
trolled movable stage built by Wm. 
KF. Mangels Co. Imported from Eu- 
rope are Original Damhofer Troupe 
from ‘White Horse Inn,’ Hofmann 
comedy duo, from Munich, and ‘Ex- 
cel’ Schramme!l orch. 

Selig Hocheiser on Bowery called 
King of Weight Guessers still wears 
high hat that he started fn business 
37 years ago. Gags @md uses tape 
measure o_ his vict:r_s. On Sat. (27) 
Al Smith weighed in at 179. Says 
that ‘out of town people go for his 
convincing spiel but New Yorkers 
are tuff chumps.’ 

Luna Park opened Sat. (27), with 
Rex sillings general manager, 
Charley Miller charge of personnel, 
Sylvester Sullivan, p.a. New at- 
tractions are Menteo’s Marionettes, 
Hell Freezes Over,’ Roland Cioni in 
charge of Roller rink, Larkins’ ‘No. 
13 Spook St.," Hustrei Family high- 
wire act, Johnson’s ‘Hollywood’ and 
‘The Animal Kingdom.’ The Wil- 
low Grove has been converted into 
beer garden with free concert mu- 





sic. Reduced scale of prices should 
be big help. 





Paris 


By Beulah Livingstone 





Joe Seidelman of Paramount in 
town. 


Harold Smith, rep, 
back from Madrid, 


Francis Mangan’s Tillerettes hayg 
all returned to London, 


Or-Film_ will produce a French 
picture called ‘Miss Gangster.’ 

Lily Damita wearing male atti 
a la Dietrich, but only in the housa, 


Minott Saunders, out of Acme and 
N. E. A., is returning to the States, 

Atwater Kent entertained gq big 
party of radio moguls at the Am. 
bassadeurs, 

Gali Gali, Egyptian conjurer, aq. 
ded to the night entertainerg at 
Bricktop’s cabaret. 

Dinah has at last found a name 
for her new Montmartre nitery; {t 
is called the Regal. 

Rita Georg of ‘Katinka’ entertain. 
ing the entire cast at a cocktail 
party at Mon Paris. 

Jack Payne orchestra here from 
London for two concerts at the Tre. 
atre des Champs Elysees. 

Playwright Ben Levy is staying 
on at Capri, where he is still beau. 
ing Constance Cummings around. 

Charles Delac given a welcome 
reception at the Chambre Syndicale 
on his arrival back from U. §S. A, 
and Canada, 

Tilly Losch, Viennese dancer just 
returned from her American tour, 
is to debut here with Georges Bala. 
chine’s Ballet of 1933. 

Ronald Colman acting as host to 
Ruth Chatterton and George Brent 
on an all-night tour of the new 
Montmartre dance clubs. 

Some French creditors unable toe 
collect from Bob Wyler have writ- 
ten to Will Hays for advice as to 
how to proceed in the matter. 

Beth Berri and Ryllis Hasoutra 
swapping experiences of their dance 
tours through the Orient at Lacey 
and Priscilla’s Kastner's ‘at-home’ 

Richard Wallace likes Paris so 
much he has cancelled his return 
booking and will wait over for 
Lewis Milestone's arrival from Hol- 
lywood, 

Dorothy Farnum, homesick for 
her Palais Royal flat, has received 
permission from British Gaumont to 
write her scenarios here and report 
in London every two weeks. 

Antoine Rasimi is working on a 
brand-new idea for his revue. It is 
to be the first fusion of theatrical 
and screen specialties and is here 
alded as the ‘cabaret-cinema stimul- 
taneous spectacle.’ 

Jean Rene Chadefaut, professional 
dancer, arrested for robbing and 
drugging women who skipped the 
light fantastic with him in swanky 
cafes while he skipped with their 
jewelry and purses. 

‘La Tete d'un Homme’ (‘The Head 
of a Man’) voted the best French 
detective story of 1931, and decided- 
ly the best French crime picture of 
1933, was originally written around 
a chance remark of the late Harry 
Crosby at a Montparnasse bar, 


Buffalo 


By Sidney Burton 


Will Hays 








Acamedy in difficulty with change 
in operation rumored, 

Keith’s dropping 10c picture pol- 
icy for Italian vaudeville with two 
shows daily. 

Half dozen local ballrooms and 
dance halls closed following inten- 
Sive police campaign. 

‘Face on Ballroom Floor’ yanked 
from current week's double bill at 
Lafayette after first two days’ show- 
ing. 

Vaudeville out of Niagara Falls 
Strand after four weeks’ trial. Both 
Cataract and Strand straight pic- 
tures. 

Great Lakes dark 
Erlanger (legit) also. 
ture house summer closings re- 
ported contemplated among both 
first run and nabe houses. 

Lorenzo’s well-known theatrical 
eatery haled into Federal court by 
ASCAP claiming copyright viola- 
tion and asking $250 for illegal mu- 
sical reproduction of ‘Cop on the 
Beat,’ published by Irving Berlin, 
Ine. 


for summer, 
Plenty pice 





‘Stroudsburg 


By J. J. Bartholomew 

Coutts Burlesque Circuit booking 
the Plaza Show the last half of the 
week. 

London Criterion’s 
opening the season Memorial 
at Saylors Lake. 

Colgate College Vikings Orchestra 
has been booked for the summer at 
the Oak Grove House. 

Cleo’s, oldest dance hall in this 
section, presenting Webb Cook and 
his Minot Club orchestra. 

Lew Stanley and his Californi+ 
Nighthawks are playing a summer 
session at the Kresge hotel. 

Queena Mario, Rose Bampton 
and Wilfred Pelletier of the Metro- 
politan Opera Company will spend 
the summer season at Buck Hill 
Falls. Richard Crooks, also of the 
Met, together with Mrs. Crooks, 
will spend some time there. Earle 
R. Lewis, treasurer of the Metro- 
politan, has been spending his sum-~- 
mers there for years. 
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London oe 
New Burling Club changed hands. 
yaurice Elvey at the Cafe de Avalon drops stage shows. 
Earl Bronson in town playing the 
Majestic 


ris. 
ore aiter Forde taking the wife to 


neh. 
waiter Mutch nearly finished the 


ilk diet. 
™ Three Waltons off to Copenhagen 


for a month. 

Red Davies directing pictures at 
Twickenham. 

Harry Hall to America, studying 
radio technique. 

Ian Hay recovering from appen- 
dicitis operation. 

Monty Banks and Dan Fish a- 
golfing together, 

Fay Compton and Phyllis Kon- 
gtam eating together. 

Anna May Wong making cabaret 
debut at the Embassy. 

Nancy Price advanced opening of 
strife’ to avoid clash. 

Thelma Todd making personal 
appearances at the Empire. 

Sudden vogue in Corbeil books 
among the highbrows here. 

Constance Cummings back from 
Italy, holidays and all that. 

Ralph Wells, erstwhile director, 
now on staff at Twickenham. 

Claude Allister one of highest 
paid comics in British studios. 

Helen Page, Kimberley and Page, 
down with ptomaine poisoning. 

William Mandel entered for Brit- 
ish golf championship in June. 

Gladys Tudor-Owen press-agent- 
ing the ‘Gallows Glorious’ thing. 

Pearl Osgood off to Venice for the 
newly formed Windsor Film Co. 

Jimmy Grainger off to Paris, 
combining business with pleasure. 

MacQueen Pope still won’t get 
ritzy, despite working in Mayfair. 

Beatrice Lillie drawing theatrical 
celebs to the Monseigneur cabaret. 

Henry Cotton in Norway having 
failed to win the British golf pro 
title. 

Another rumor around that 
‘Green Pastures’ will be produced 
here. 

Cora Goffin third femme lead 
since opening of ‘Once in a Life- 
time.’ 

Vivien Van Damm scouring the 
seaside concert parties for new 
talent. 

Sally Eilers attending the pre- 
miere of ‘The Girl I Made,’ at the 
Empire. 

William Crull off to Paris for a 
couple days, mostly to see some 
relatives. 

The Ambassador’s club up for 
auction. Has lost around $600,000 
since 1927. 

Eve Beck, former protege of Dora 
Maughan, to play season at Chez 
Henri Club. 

Tom Miller back from the South 
of France and not interested in 
show business. 

Charlie Danvers playing English 
eabby role in new Warner film, 
making his 21st. 

‘Mother of Pearl’ company, at the 
Gaiety theatre, sliced 25% during 
summer months. 

Georgie Wood framing a unit for 
the sticks, in which he will star his 
wife, Ewing Eaton. 

Heather Thatcher suit against 
Gloria Swanson for breach of con- 
tract to be heard soon. 

George Atkinson being writted 
twice, once by the Empire and once 
by Mervyn McPherson. 

L. L. Hitching, ‘Dominon’ of the 
‘Evening Standard,’ resents being 
taken for juvenile lead. 

Val Parnell and Harry Foster off 
to Paris to look the Ambassadeurs 
Testaurant’s show over. 

Danny Malone, new Irish tenor 
discovery, given civic reception in 
Belfast, his home town. 

Jesse Crawford after month at 
the Empire likely to play a few 
weeks on the continent. 

Vesta Tilley celebrating her 69th 
birthday at Monte Carlo, where she 
is a permanent resident. 

Gordon Ellis, general manager 
British Empire Films (Australia), 
here looking things over. 

Joyce Wethered crowding Fort- 
num’s class department store, while 
Biving golfing exhibitions. 

Gladys Cooper enacting her ‘Rats 
of Norway’ role swathed in band- 
ages, following auto crash. 

Joe Hanley, Warner’s§ Special 
Berlin representative, is now a 
Poppa. Junior is Joe Patrick. 

Burns’ ‘Fugitive’ being serialized 
by the Sunday Dispatch synchron- 

d with the release of flicker. 

Tommy Arnold doing a summer 
revue for Howard & Wyndham at 
the King’s theatre, Edinburgh. 

Harry Taft, old-time comic, get- 

ng ready an English ‘Ballyhoo,’ 
which will be sold in the streets. 

Variety Artists Ladies’ Guild con- 
cert at the London Pavilion realized 
$4,000, including $500 from auction. 

Dennis King negotiatimg for 
American rights to ‘Richard of Bor- 
deaux,’ currently at the New the- 
atre, 

Eric Wollheim has carte blanche 
from Martin Beck to get option on 
any successful plays produced in 

urope., 

Another Kimmins, guy who wrote 
H hile Parents Sleep,’ turned down 
footy Wood offer und now scripting 

or BLP. 


se my Finlayson just finished 
ure for Warners at Teddington 

\dios, and starting a new one im- 
Mediately, 


Fred Sanborn’s wife gets $4 per 


week for bit where she comes on 
Stage and extracts banana from the 
xylophone. 

Charles Moore, the producer of 
the opera season at Covent Garden, 
is really Charles Inches, son of Sir 
Robert Inches. 

Herbert Wilcox’s house at EI- 
stree catching fire, with British In- 
ternational Pictures fire squad put- 
ting it out. 

Ernest Bettes taking the plunge 
with Eve Kench, non-professional, 
and Sam Eckman, jr., throwing a 
party in honor. 

Frances Doble, C-nadian actress 
suing Sir Anthony Lindsay-Hogg 
for divorce, following judicial sepa- 
ration last year. 

Sidney Bernstein back from Tur- 
key and claims no real harem 
dancers, with those around import- 
ed from Europe. 

Lady Royds, widow of late Rear- 
Admiral Royds, and formerly Malise 
Sheridan, approached to play in 
‘Diplomacy’ revival. 

Paramount tightening up over- 
head at their Astorias for vaude- 
ville, with $200 limit for three acts 
for summer season. 

Piccadilly hotel celebrating its 
25th anniversary, with Zanjiacomi, 
the general manager, sole survivor 
of the original staff. 

Chic Endor and Charlie Farrell 
singing for the Prince of Wales at 
Ascot, with the Prince sending a 
Rolls Royce to get them. 

Jack Taylor wants Hermione Bad- 
deley. Thinks her a second Gracie 
Fields. Hal Roach has her signed, 
to begin work in August. 

Maisie Ayling (Mrs. Sydney Hy- 
man), after being given up by Eng- 
lish doctors, fully recovered and 
lining up vaudeville work. 

Dennis King, Thelma Todd and 
Jimmy Finlayson making personal 
at Empire, where ‘Fra Diavolo’ get- 
ting West End prerelease. 

Separation from his wife and de- 
pression through his stage retire- 
ment are reasons given for suicide 
of Franco Piper, banjoist. 

Due to ‘Ballyhoo’ taking up more 
time than expected at Leicester 
Square, acts in the vaudeville sec- 
tion only doing thrice daily. 

Sir Alfred Butt’s colt Young 
Lover considered strong ‘hope’ for 
the Derby, having won the New- 
market stakes as an outsider. 

‘Radio Parade,’ British Interna- 
tional Pictures’ latest film of British 
Broadcast stars, almost certain to 
be pre-released at the Empire. 

Funniest sight at a recent play 
flop was the florist waiting to see 
whether the leading dame would 
pay off for her bouquets and smile. 

Parnell, Zeitlin & Sherek just se- 
cured rights of ‘Waltzes from Vi- 
enna’ for Tommy Arnold, who in- 
tends making picture of the musical. 

Dame Madge Kendal laying a 
wreath on Edmund Kean’s memo- 
rial at the Drury Lane theatre, to 
celebrate the the centenary of his 
death. 

Phyllis (Johanne) Clare reported 
engaged to Carroll Gibbons, the 
Savoy band leader, on several oc- 
casions, likely to take the plunge 
early June. 

Leighton Brills, assisting Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d in producing ‘Mu- 
sic in the Air,’ will begin casting 
‘Ball am Savoy,’ due at Drury Lane 
theatre in early fall. 

T. A. Ramella, one of the heads of 
Cafe de Paris, opening Country 
Club and Road House at Bognor, 
adjoining Craigwell House, where 
the King sometimes stays. 

There is ‘close harmony’ between 
Gaumont-British and Fox Films, 
even to the extent of exchanging 
news reels. Their respective pub- 
licity men—A. E. Newbould and 
Roy Simmons—often lunching to- 


gether. 
Canton 


By Rex McConnell 








Walter Radike, new manager at 
Lake Brady Park, near Ravanna, 
Ohio. 

Frank Manchester, well known 
eastern Ohio park man, new man- 
ager at Summit Beach Park, Akron. 


Walkathon due to start soon at 
Meyers Lake Park here in recrea- 
tion hall with beer garden down- 
stairs. 

Palace switches to staxe-film after 
several months of straight films, 
with ‘Broadway on Parade,” all girl 
revue, on the stage. : ; 

Red Nichols and Pennies quit 
Golden Pheasant, Cleveland, this 
week to open summer season at 
Idora Park, Youngstown. 

George Williams and his orches- 
tra after more than 20 consecutive 
weeks at ‘he New China in Cleve- 
land takes to the road here. 

Jimmy Dimmick’s Sunny brook 
orchestra goes into Craig Beach 
park pavilion near Youngstown to 
start the regular season next week 

Charley Koons and his original 
White Koons, with Georgia Lee of 
the stage and screen, shake off the 
dust of Harrisburg, Pa. their home 





town, for tour of middle west ball- 
rooms. 


Hollywood 





Joe Burke’s in town. 

Frank Shaw is new m. ec. at the 
Cafe Paree. 

Merrit Hulburd has rented Jack 
Holt’s estate. 

Ann Dvorak is truck gardening 
on her San Fernando rancho. 

Marlene Dietrich sent Rouben 
Mamoulien a watch from N. Y. 

Joe Mankewiecz has taken over 
Charles Farrell’s Toluca lake house. 

Milton Watt, last in the Fox pub- 
licity department, now at Para- 
mount. 

Downtown cafe with women chefs 
and bakers also advertises ‘pretty 
girls’ on the cover of its menus. 

Sig Marcus of the Joyce-Selz- 
nick office and wife to the Grand 
Canyon for a two weeks’ rest-up. 

Ralph Abbott, for many years in 
the film distribution biz in Indian- 
apolis, has arrived here with a view 
to locating. 

Ernst Udet, German ace in Uni- 
versal’s ‘S.0.S. Iceberg,’ will be 
guested by the studio when he’s 
here for the national air races. 

There’s a Japanese gardener 
named O’Hara at Fox Movietone 





studio whose swell still photographs 
adorn the walls of several execs’ 
offices. 

Bonnie Cashin, Fanchon & Marco 
costume designer, left for N. Y. 
where she’ll sketch the clothes for 
the old Roxy shows for the next 
three months. 

Ken Maynard and Hoot Gibson, 
Universal’s flying cowboys, are 
going to settle a friendly score in 
the ether at the national air races. 
They have entered the events for 
a twosome contest. 

Names of every established stooge 
in the industry were included in the 
lyrics of a comedy number titled 
‘I’m the Stooge of a Stooge Who's 
the Stand-In for the Chief Stooge 
of the Studio,’ which was rendered 
by. Con Conrad at the ‘Jennie Ger- 
hardt’ company party given by B. P. 
Schulberg last week. Sam Coslow 
aided Conrad in the vocalizing. 
The ditty panicked the assemblage. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 








Nell McFarland had her appendix 
jerked. 

Kollin K. Stonebrook father of a 
second girl. 

Some talk that Highland Park 
may be converted into a night club. 
Southern ‘Radio News’ resumed 
publication with Ed Willis Barnett 
editing. 

Pineview Beach opened with De- 
Witt Shaw and Johnny Johnson is 
managing. 

Ormond Black and Mary Collette 
Earle snatched a marriage license 
and used it. 

Pearl McKinney back on the mike. 
Adele Fort m Je her radio debut 
the other night. 

The gang at the Alabama eating 
lunch, drinking near beer and using 
their imagination. 

The last straight legit house in 
Alabama goes vaudefilm this week. 
It is the Jefferson here. 

Walter Ambler is still sticking 
around town and almost made his 
twenty-one weeks at the Jefferson. 
Joe Giattina goes to Pensacola for 
a six weeks’ engagement at one of 
the resorts there. Has been with 
WBRC for four years. 


Portland, Ore. 


Frank Krable bossing the Heiling- 
Rialto, 

Marc Bowman left Fox-Broadway 
to do continuity -for KEX. 

Homer Gill planning great guns 
for Fox-Liberty’s new regime. 
Gordon Wright new p. a. at the 
Liberty for Evergreen Theatres, 
Ine. 

Frank Crabill to Tacoma with 
‘Sins of Love,’ sex pictur., with lec- 
ture. 

Alex ....tage: hiding out here 
while Pan deal is cooking to reopen 
the former RKO Orpheum houses. 
running 








Fisher and O’Connor 
greyhound races at Multnomah 
stadium. Both from Belmont Park, 


Cal. 
Cc. S. Jensen not worrying for pub- 


lication about fate of the dark 3,500- 
seat Paramount, but there’s a barre] 
of gossip. 

Harold Simpson booking 50 
Northwest houses for KGW’s radio 
act ‘Covered Wagon Days.’ He says 
it’s a natural. 

Jack Gault changed ends from 
Fox-Parker to Fox-Liberty. Sub- 
sidiaries mean nothing in_ the 
checkered careers of a bustling p.a. 
Al Finkelstein and Frank Christie | 





of Evergreen Theatres, Inc., visiting | 
the burg to check up on three Eve! | 
green houses here, Liberty, Holly - | 
wood, Castle. } 

Rob Redd, KGW’s program direc- | 
tor, leaves the continuity writers | 
gasping Beb writes dialog while | 





doing office biz in the a.m.; re- 
hearses at noon; puts it on the ether 
at night, and then it clicks. 

John Hamrick plans to close the 
Music Box and take over the Rialto. 
Latter was formerly a Publix house. 
Possible Hamrick-Pantages combi- 
nation being talked about. 


Oakland 


‘Be Mine Tonight’ went into its 
second week to standees at the 
Roxie and will remain for a third 
at least. 

Bill MecStay, Dollar line p.a., is at 
his Alameda home after several 
months in the hospital, following a 
lez amputation. 

The Premier, champ in and outer, 
is out at the moment, musical tab 
having failed to make the rent, and 
goes in again next Thursday with 
a black and tan tab ‘rom tte Bur- 
bank in L.A. 

Rumors current that Fox-West 
Coast will reopen the Paramount: 
and that Fanchon & Marco will try 
to get an Oakland house; and that 
Pantages has an idea for a vaude 
unit here. At present both Orpheum 
and Fox-Cakland are in the money 
with Grand-Lake and State holding 
their own. 

The Fulton goes into vaude with 
a ten-act bill and no pics, promoted 
by Will Cowan, who has been with 
Fanchon & Marc», units. George 
Ebey, who holds the lease on the 
Fulton, used to be an Orpheum 
manager some twenty years ago 
here and in Los Angeles, but has 
been identified with stock as long 
as that lasted. 


Winnipeg 


By Matt Corbett 

















Charlie Crupp and Myer taking 
over Excellent i ilms. 

Jacob Ben-Ami and Berta Gersten 
gave farewell performances. Ben- 
Ami next will appear in ‘He Who 
Gets Slapped’ in English—as guest 
producer and to be surrounded by 
Little Theatre cast. 

Summer dramatic course with 
tuition free to be held at Banff next 
August. By courtesy of Carnegie 
Trust Fund and Extension dept. of 
U. of Alberta. Elizabeth Sterling 
Haynes will lecture. 

‘No More Depression,’ Christy 
Dunbar’s play, makes world pre- 
miere at Dominion. Cast includes 
Lambert Rogers, Jimmy Coghill, 
Harold Needham, Gladys Hansen 
and Jack Thompson, 


Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 








More than 70,000 attended the an- 
nual Sportsmen’s and Tourists’ fair. 
Mme. Schumann-Heink did a nice 
opening at the Fox. The concert 
favorite is working four shows daily 
at a 40-cent top. 

Special railroad rates have been 
offered for excursionists to the 
Wenatchee Apple Blossom Festival. 
Queen and attendants visited Spo- 
kane and vicinity as a personal 
come-on. 

Burlesque is back at the Post 
Street. Police virtually closed the 
strip show about a month ago. Har- 
vey Miller has opened with Sam 
Goldberg’s Hollywood Revue in the 
old Ray A. Grombacher stand. 
City council has withdrawn all re- 
strictions on beer as a beverage. It 
now is for sale -verywhere a license 
can be secured at any time of day 
or night. Night joints and 24-hour 
groceries especially will benefit with 
the removal of the Sunday and 
12:30 a. m. closing ordinance. 
James Lyons, owner and operator 
of the Granada, heads the Spokane 
theatre men’s association, formed to 
rescind the daylight saving plan 
adopted this week by the city fa- 
thers. Object is to get 50,000 sign- 
ers on petitions to bring pressure 
for a return to standard time. 
Tom Olsen, former manager of the 
Fox and Orpheum theatres here, has 
gone to Seattle to take a new as- 
signment with Evergreen Theatres, 
operators of the Spokane houses. 
Frank L. Newman, Jr., replaces Ol- 
sen at Orpheum. H. D. McBride 
operating the Fox. 


Montreal 





Bob Grannery orch on CHLP. 
Joe Herbert m.c’ing at Chez Mau- 
rice. 

Jimmy Oastler p.a’ing His Ma- 


jesty’s. 





Martha Allan leads and directs in 
‘Dulcy.’ 

Eddie English puts Verdun Pal- 
ace on air thrice a week. 

Local college exams over, stu- | 
dents disperse, movies suffer. 

Amusement tax in city 1932 was 
$378,375 and estimated for 1933 at 
| $336,320 Cost $12,000 to collect in 
1928 when it was double that); 
amount, and will cost $30,000 this | 


year. 


Sam Cummings 
with Aaron Jones. 


headquartering 


Lou Reinheimer, local exhib. being 
congratulated on a new heir. 


Number two WLS Barn Dance 
troupe will play Butterfield circuit. 
Paul Whiteman took the Dusen- 
berg out of storage and tuncd 
‘er up. 

Walter Winchell headlined at the 
College Inn Sunday nite and adver- 
tised big. 

Correy Lynn repeating for his 
second summer at the South Shore 
Country Club. 


Billy Gross, in vaude for past five 
years, greeter at the Lake Tavern, 
a beer parlor here. 

Jack Russell will supply musi¢é 
for the so-called Dance Ship (terra 
firma) at World’s Fair. 

Jack Fine took his midgets on a 
parade and presented Mayor Kelly 
with key to midget village. 

Mort Singer facetiously terms 
himself the Iowa corn king since ac- 
quiring theatres in that state. 


Hook and ladder company put out 
a short circuit fire in the Garrick 
theatre’s electric sign four stories 
high. 

Henrici’s is eseprucing up with 
bright blue and yellow paint, the 
World's’ Fair colors, from roof to 
street, > 

H. L. Kaufman, president of Cone 
gress hotel, has bought Con Cone 
rad’s contract with Robert Royce, 
Latter a local fav. 


Dora Maughan missed her chair 
in a local restaurant, took a brod 
to the floor. She laughed loud 
than anybody else. y 


Mrs. Potter Palmer, usually ultra« 
conservative, gave in for NBC and 
will give the social angle for the 
World’s Fair opening. 

J. L. Simpson, secretary to Bee 
lieve It or Not Ripley, in town to 
look over the concession of that 
name at the World’s Fair. 


Pompeian and Hawaiian rooms at 
the Congress Hotel while Vincent 
Lopez officiates in the Urban Room. 


Margaret Morton McKay, 
agent, will marry one of her clients, 
Al Rice of the Maple City Four from 
WLS. Culminates two years of 
sparking. 


Tom North handling Lincoln Tay- 
ern publicity. Roadhouse will have 
Five Maxellos, Baron and Blair, 
Sammy Walsh on top of Ted Weems 
orchestra. 


Film Row has launched all-sum« 
mer golf tournament to play every 
second Tuesday at @ifferent links, 
About 40 showed for event number 
one at Medinah. Jack Miller the 
prime organizer. 


Elsie Miller from the Civic Playe 
ers, Grand Rapids, will boss the 
Cabin theatre in the woods at Char- 
levoix, Wis., this summer. Actors 
will include Hal Easley, Elvira 
Baker, Dan Kellogg. 


Lou Pollard has been added to the 
exploitation staff in the Middle West 
for ‘Forgotten Men.’ He is to work 
in association with Dan Roach han- 
dling the publicity for the opening 
of ‘Forgotten Men’ at Orchestra 
Hall. 

Pabst Blue Ribbon Casino at the 
World’s Fair was previewed by the 
entire social-literary-radio-journal- 
istic mob. Among those present to 
hear Ben Bernie and to look the 
place over were; Ethel Barrymore 
James Dunn, Buddy Rogers, Ed 
Lowry, Ashton Stevens, Katherine 
Krug, Mrs. Furber Marshall, Niles 
Trammel, Rollo Timponi, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest Byfield, Steve Trum- 
bull, Al Williamson, Harry Rose, 
Ben Bloomfield, Chaz Chase, Marge 
Reutlinger, Amos 'n’ Andy, Jackie 
Heller, Paul Whiteman, Margaret 
Livingston, Ulmer Turner. 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Baby born to wife of Grant Max- 
well, brother of Ted. 

Mel Klein, Columbia 
marrying Anne Natt. 
Jimmy Savo holding over for 
deuce week at Warfield. 

Dorothy Kay is on a boat bound 
for Manhattan and a job. 

Tom Gallery’s first fight show at 
Dreamland was warmly received. 
Edgar Waite, ex-Roxy p.a, now 
with Benton & Bowles, back in 
town, 


booker, 





Great ftaymond plans another 
tour of the Orient with his magie 
show. 

First presentation of muny opera 
and ballet schoo] set for June 2 at 
opry house. 

jeer put Edna Fischer back on 
her diet, while Sally Hobson has 
gone off her'n. 

Anthony Burke, fermer p.a. Palm 
Springs hotel, in same capacity for 
Varney airline. 

Paul Lukas and wife up with 
Irene Billier, Budapest stage player, 
for a look-see at the town, 

Bertha Matlock still in hospital .; 
after that tumble from a trapeze 


‘which fractured her pelvis. 


Leo Reisman will hold down the | 


press © 


ow 
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62 VARIETY OUTDOORS 
’ _ 
Expo Opens Too Soon spade az eal } 
ee Jantzen Beach With 8 Rides, 15 O B I T U A R 
‘ ; Concessions 
’ (Continued from page 1) beacon light in their own country. 
will mould the cultural life of the England, too, went round about Chicago, May 29. 
5 and sent over their crack train Thi r é 
next generat nahi . : , What will amount to a secondar 
ae g sei ion and br ushing aside|“The Royal Scot,’ which, inciden-| away will not b “ PAUL ERNST hillbilly recordings for a ph 
1e nonsense of all the opening day |tally, is one of the most interest- y ot be ready at the} paul Ernst (66), author and play-/ graph company. noes Sa 
speeches, the facts seem to be that ing exhibits in the large Travel and Century of Progress Exposition wright, died at his home at St. Survived by his widow, da ized 
a group of Chicago business men Transport group. until June 15 or thereabouts. This|Georgen, Styria, Austria, May 13. father and two brothers. vehter, ing 
have organized and carried through Bad Times Expo Adler Planetari Beach, behind the/ In his youth Ernst was an ar- gere 
; er Planetar - er 
with considerable success an indus- Everything is naturally a reflex] wal by resp Ne nar Beri dent admirer of the naturalistic ALBERT MAYO Sed 
trial and advertising exposition. | from conditions of the past three) pyint ; . ©| school of literature, and his poli- Albert Mayo, 46, stage and screen weel 
SP ehieie Geet Seeenaee Ue ike eke cen Yeade, Ewen nat ebteml Get alt the] Metin atts okie ven i os tical belief was well rooted in so-| actor, died May 20 in Los Ange} Yor) 
such corporations as General Mo-| Way and divorced from all the Ro-] .,, ‘ ba! ‘ es he ae, oS cialism. In later years he became; from a heart attack. Deceased i tory 
tors, Sinclair Oil, Sears-Roebuck, tarian boosterism the men who ~ rag penne A the boardwalk | conservative and reactionary to the/ survived by two brothers, Se 
Firestone, Kohler, American Radia- | Steered it to completion have really B vs t oo Fy ae. and a swim- | extent of fighting anything new and phov 
tor, Chrysler. done a job. It is certainly not what ae |e y feet. At the/ modern in every walk of life. The HAL WILSOP its f 
As for the Exposition itself, an the more imaginative expect a “i sorengd of the Exposition, Jantzen|former personal friend of Arno| Hal Wilson, 71, screen actor, dieg ship 
estimate of its good and bad points| World’s Fair to be and globe trot- “oa _is foregoing its privileges of | Holz, Johannes Schlaf, Bebel, Lieb- | May 22, in Los Angeles, followi gett 
can only be made in relation first | ters fresh from the French Colonial . arging a fee for the sand beach ns of t 
to what other World’s Fairs have| Exposition of two summers back tself. kids. 
been and secondly in relation to |™ay smile indulgently, but the great Understanding is that political oper 
some acceptable criterion of what|4merican yokelry will probably be pressure was directed against any play’ 
one should be. Old timers snort at | S8Ufficiently dazzled. system of charging rental to use os, 
the architecture which is modern-| ©” the opening day it was pos- a public beach. Ordinarily this is am rr $ igen 
istic without being functional, color- | Sible to observe a remarkable and known as the 18th Gtreet beach Cl: 
ful without being beautiful. Vete-|SUdden overnight increase in the and some local aldermen squawked most 
rans of the San Francisco expo anad|umbers of license plates from | Plenty at taking it away from the Dill 
others opine that physically what | ther states. Certainly so far as| Poor people. shuw 
this Chicago super-carnival lacks | the area within 1,000 miles of Burn- knecht and Hauptmann turned vic- ara plan: 
is the element of stateliness. "No-|%®™ Park is concerned all roads iously, almost with religious and cn. eon arg wan tll = ee 
where is there anything breath- | °°" the summer will lead to Chi- | pared for the official opening. That | fanatical zeal against socialism and] since the Vitagraph Qave ae week 
taking in beauty or awesome in size | ©28° Some points of similarity in] applied also to the big money in-|any sort of naturalism, both on the| vived by his widow and ‘aa pr fr 
or scope. Dozens of the buildings outward aspect can be made be-|vestment of the expo, the Skyride, | stage, and in literature. ters. — trucl 
are literally match box shacks tween the Century of Progress and | whose cables extend over the la- adams Tite 
camouflaged with flamboyant paint. | *®® Pe gpeerguarny Sesqui-Centennial | goon from the mainland to the NORMAN JEFFRIES EMIL OBERHOFFER ed b 
Along about midafternoon Satur- of 1926, but with the important dis- |} island. This $1,200,000 suspended Norman Jeffries, 67, died in Emil Oberhoffer, 65 h ago. 
day many of the amusement conces- tinction that Chicago's is smartly | slow motion bird’s-eye view will] Philadelphia, May 25, after an ill- | ized and for 19 aan ft: oe ton ae table 
; sions started to show unmistakable |™@naged and will be a financial/ start trips some time during the|ness of several weeks. He was | iMdinneapolis Ato ~s condor ae the 
evidence of getting underway by success by all present auguries. current week, widely known in local theatricals in | died in Sa yd eed orchenmy goer: 
snipe and chances are most of Best at Night ‘Dead’ Spots Philadelphia and Atlantic City as a] had been sat ee ee eee still 
e midway will unfurl banners be- . isti i list 
fees Wib Wednorlas Day week ond io Dus characteristic will be no- There are several ‘dead’ spots on er pies booker and press agent,| months. He was buried in Minne- equi) 
irk table. This fair looks twice as|the grounds, notably the long ex- and more widely known as the crea- | apolis. has 
Places definitely operating from good by night as it does in the| panse between the General Motors tor of the ‘Jersey Devil,’ which made} His widow survives. ience 
a i ek eee Melee ad mj glare of sunshine. Artificial illumi- | exhibits and the midway, which is the front pages of the national press Dil 
pe eaice ville am: Bes. at rapt nemees nation .preads a glamour and soft] occupied by a United States pp: some years ago. The devil proved CHARLES BLAINE a a” 
Exhibits, Fort Deerbor tb a glow that enhances the whole ef-| encampment and a tribe of In- to be a kangaroo which was al- Charles Blaine, owner of the- pape 
a the ‘Steeunanel iiainie “a ut not/fect. With a load of 3.2 under the | gjans. Floppo of the so-called legedly captured and placed on ex-jatres in Henryetta, and the Orph- it is 
eh pill Oss e street),/belt to strengthen this illusion, | pre buildi h hibition in a Philacelphia dimej|eum, at Okmulgee, died at Henry- than 
hg shooting gallery, African dips and| people will likely recall the expo-| cc tint sonke the era promoters | museum for which Jeffries was do-|etta, Okla., 1 ' han 
g other spots that have been operating | sion most happiy after dusk. It is couldn't make the grade also left/ing the press work 9, >. on Yom ed a 
6 Sundays for nearly a year. ython , big, ugly hole, with nothing : - 4 
s show, Flying Turns Soahiet Wenen me ea oe ae fo pig or Pdi there. That needs landscaping in a poe Spee eee Se eee San Mother, 91, of Fred Balshofer, res my 
b: ’ ’ a : 7 | 
$ € Shufflette, Skee ball, Handwriting places have beer Rietrak Pon went hurry. JAMES C. RODGERS an ee eee Se a Mu 
; Analyst, Walking Charlie, The Fun-|tions or sponsorship. Pabst Blue Of trees and shrubbery there is James C. Rodgers 35 radio artist a ee ae perfec 
t nies, Duke Mills Freaks, Pantheon| Ribbon, Schlitz, Bl M an abundance, but all were planted | qiea ' F up e 
¥ de la Guerre, stuffed whale, Admiral | Life are i a os: ve Pak High | within the last few weeks and, of May ro 41 go mie For oe en Se ey oe = 
% " ’ ’ rews who ex- ° . e came from San An-|Harms ge 1 died i : 
‘ B ’ general manager, ed in 
; yrd ship were also in readiness. pect to dispense umpteen million course, look it. World’s Fair of|tonio two weeks ago to make some |New York May 27. ge 
: The Midway Bottles over the summer. Pa had the benefit of a natural aney 
i Until the midway is in full opera-| _©14 Heidelberg has the ideal lo- nid Be ms eee Park, and roun 
: tion judgment should perhaps be cation for luncheon. Near the. Mid- Th oe litre moe Scoorsingly.j eithqugh thelr parte Gre miner as ‘ ’ gh 
suspended but meahwhile all that|W@Y 24 flanked by an open air}. or deg Bem to be only one/far as exec recognition is concerned, COL ZACK REGAINS 101 nice 
there is to see in exteriors is there | PCe™ arden. the place is as at- po oor bandstand, that maintain-|they’re the boys who will drag in ’ Pe 
ts Beda WEA B's net ted. tnigred- mospheric as Balaban & Kats. | ° by the Atlantic & Pacific Tea/ many of the shekels if the shekels MAY 60 OUT NEXT YEAR etart 
sive. It smacks of any ordinary | Waiters and waitresses in German company, and a. pretty arrange-| are there to be dragged. doing 
4 amusement park and the rides are attire and musicians and floor men | ™e™t in arbors it is. Sinclair Oil Stock exchange people, broker- the ¢ 
considerably smaller. In point of in the tall boots and cheese box has the best commercial exhibit on|age firms and investment authori- Oklahoma City, May 29. ing | 
; novelty the Midget Village operated hats of dueling clubs all fit the en- first glance. This statement is ad-/| ties in New York and elsewhere are Col. Zack Mill i h — 
ic by Jack Fine looks like a cinch to vironment. mittedly made on a superficial first | getting flocks of inquiries as to gap sae oe ae 1 ye 
}: grab first prominence. This is a|..°T0SS the street is the Belgian tour of the grounds, but seems|whether the Fair will benefit Chi- trio of Miller brothers who built the nol, 
+e settlement in miniature peopled by Village, unfinished, but by common | likely their prehistoric dinosaurs | cago industrial houses, such as Mar- ‘101 Ranch,’ near Ponca City, has done 
1 midgets and dwarfs. It is in ex- consent the finest and most attrac- | that move mechanically will leave} shall Fiel( & Co, The queries are regained possession of the ranch and show 
14 cellent taste and qualifies as ‘cute.’ tive architectural specimen on the|2 Vivid imprint on the public mind./ born of a desire to invest in Chi/ 101 Wild West ci t H He 
a3 European Politic 425 acres of the expo. Real Belgian Of course, that continuous belt| stocks in the event expert opinion et ee x stanc 
ifs Of forei : * architects instead of Americans did | Manufacturing process in the Gen-| sustains Chicagoan hopes. is arranging for rodeo contests, with being 
| oh. a Eamiectontion there is|the designing here. eral Motors building is something,| The Fair represent an investment |® Percentage split of gate receipts sente 
: sakes —— a ‘ Strip of Seagyr which the exposi- ae of $21,000,000 with the backers, in | among the riders and ropers. has | 
t an, ' a,| tion occupies is narrow and the Sverything at the fair is, of|a financial way, and every Chi- took 
4 So ae are represented and there Greyhound rubberneck busses act-| course, commercialized. Comfort} cagoan, praying for a profit. i ing h gg vaaibttity othe ‘lel nop 
vill riental, Belgium and Mexican| ually travel a backlot alley route | Station concession has caused some Some idea of where the people] Ranch Wild West" h 4 re n -. 
Pata ey but most of these are pro- | so that very little can be seen. Bus | Criticism already. So much so that|4re to come from who’ will visit | the road next nth ows going 0 le, @ 
rena rags Fae i os aging and not ex-| has a series of stops and turnstile|in defense the ‘free’ places are Chicago during the fair is to be , eet 
a. at that Na Chicago _ entrances. Fare is a dime and ap- | marked with what practically had from the number of conven- te 
. 5. governments. | parently, that’s good for a round| amounts to boastful conspicuous- tions listed. Nearly 800 of these os 
brevet bce explained by the/trip if remaining seated. But|ness. A nickel admission to the gatherings are officially listed be- 4 Towns Grouped for ors 
pr wade tle ngland is said to have every time the passenger gets off regular stations is fsllowed by a|tween June 1 and Nov. 1. Rotating Chautauqua Hele: 
ipa e rejecting an invitation.| it costs another dime to get back choice of private compartments for| Hotel reservations are overboard i es 
pied y hag ve funds for an Ameri- | through the spanking machine. five or ten cents more. for midsummer, indicated by the Morrison, Ia., May 29. form: 
: - ‘ : i . BO BB wi é i F i 
tics. Chicago’s second World's Wheel chairs for one person only aces eas cae & ‘aune i Milwaukee ne it rrr gp ciendin. or 2 See. eee, ey ee leap 
Fair remained bad European politics | ©°%t dollar an hour and become | second largest Amy in the sweet for the type of hotels desired eee. Suey Sees eens — 
throughout the last two years. a necessity. Expo is a wearer-| with a population of 4,000,000, but 80 Freak sidelight on World Fair — -_ towns of New Hartfords folks 
One by one the Exposition had outer of shoe leather and especially | hankrupt it can’t pay salaries to its was a last minute deal made by Dike, Lincoln and Morrison. = 
the nations of Europe cancel ten- so with the uneven pavements. | school teachers, is depending on a | Maurice L. Rothschild, State street Under the plan the Chautauqua sure 
tative promises to participate. To Expo has been generous’ with] theatrical ventuee to help pull it department store, to take space on weer retnes programs during the a, 
be sure Norway sent a sailing ves- guides which are planted every few | out of the red. the Venetian bridge to sell razors four nights, assuring & Chautauqus it ie 
sel which is tied up at a wharf on | feet. Right now they can’t answer Merchants, hotels, restaurants, Sold 5,000 razors first day and “ag moe eras Yrs, & a Cony re 
the lake and the Dominican, Repub- | YOUT questions, but. they’re new,|railroads and other transportation | had to close for lack of steaks Most oo SN. one \ 
lic set up a miniature replica of a|t0® Police brigade strutt about in | companies, telephone and telegraph of the concessions, however, did Ke a il lishec 
So ma jackets and white pith|lines and kindred industries all hope | only fair. ; Li k S what 
pag = A ois ~ to share in the Fair’s success. The Loop was deserted Sunday. The- xe ire Parade ~ me 
° 4 "oO > ai € 
DOROTHEA ANTEL the artificial : oon Aare eo . raters: comieg visitors expected notary very light. Oriental, with Reading, Pa., May 29. De 
226 W. 724 St.. N , is} a . rtherly | for the big show will, all Chi busi- Nuts to You,’ had only 14 rows The Sparks Bros. Circus, with Jack { 
ew York City sland leads to the paradise for|ness men trust, contribute finan-| filled. Everybod t World’ Hoxie and Dixie S . ely 
My New Assortment of GREETING || kids called Enchanted Island. A | ‘ Pisin isha ge Bor) g's ekg gh ones ixie Starr;: screen arts tives 
Keune a Se Ready. 21 Beautiful giant guards the entr ° cially to their stores, eating places, | Saturday night bdd in the theatres, ists, on its payroll, motored into bad ing’ © 
i ge Se OLDERS. Boxed. Post- | oes hands with tec ch os antiilen ge. She money spent posi yo peg sppien Loop hotels na — trucks reached Read- to sp 
One Dollar There are a wide variety of rides B h. r i ' out ‘of aaiiear ree ete enpenee and aun tie abides aque wow 94 ‘i ‘- 
and amusements, all mostly a ut Theatres Hurt! morial Da Ree ration over ‘Me- tendance was eet oe a 
—— aaa nickel. This concession was 100%| Ironically enough the business Tipoft—on Sebuhae’ adame B This was the first circus to parade here 
bans complete, doing a good business, which stands the least chance Of] pornie’s Mie : ns SON | in Readiag tr Sts pace watti Withi: 
BOOKLET ON and pretty certain to have a dandy benefiting from the theatrical en- sothas a College Inn failed “le: & ; several years. Reg . ony 
HOW ates 4 tee : y corneis th : to go capacity, while the _ beer a week’s bad weather t > 
>TO MAKE UP - season. Provision is made to park|terprise on the lake front is the! stube in Bismark, we - show, with seven elephants, put UP ) Susin 
' | children with special nurses so that | theatrical business itself. Chi thea-| rafters, p Colate ‘etn vie hk | very attractive cavedie a eee! 
YX i E & TEIN mama and papa can go around un- tres figure to capture the attention cetnasiiaeh eater “ ae lightly a é 4 after 
UN hampered. of a few visitors, but the outlook Fair dia een aie at World a. 
GE MAKE UP Up Hollywood studio, Spoor’s Spec- is that the large majority of out- Legit aebenediaia aac sania LETTERS . 
M Scare PURITY UNQUESTIONED taculum, Egyptian Hall are all on|0f-towners will find enough amuse- vs tnt ath co aay When Sending for Mail to Adi 
Pa FOR ALF A CENTURY the island and all were unpre-|™ment on the Fair midway to dis- ‘Show Boat’ in Chi VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. ing a 
_ bes tract them from Loop shows and A POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 000 ¢ 
tatur Chicago, May 29 CURCULAR LETTERS W NOI . 
ture ses. erar : 7 , y LETTERS WILL NO a 
the se Ry a cemeabe tune aticke Cotton Blossom show boat is tied BE ADVERTISED i 
the né I ‘ ; > Fe up in the lag ‘ : “i LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ta EH. WEEE EE Ee is direct opposition for the theatres. | Fair asp pon Rete syneibewete bt rid io 
$T! 7 "-s But it is » > ¢ is : Re ™ & eles : ae 1¢ 
ON ef INTERNATIONALE th» Fe also true that this|in Dixie’ from now on. Jack Sex- | ame. 
§) y ; ; neatrical enterprise lists| ton has the outfit Best Mrs Leonard Leon mand 
not a sirgle s P ste ing : . j 
c oes for Ys e Stage and odtreet ‘ — shewnnn of standing Jack Sexton, Jr., Winnie Lorraine, | Cook C Randall Fred &0ver 
among its executive personnel. The] Edna Cable, Max Devol, Guy Hit Ruth Mary Dil] 
SHO W FOLK’S SHOE ° e . only showmen concerned with the ner M An gag + . 7 noe = Drucker Jack Choc . 
—]5 Not , Margaret Siav are ji . Tinson Tessie 20S 
SHOP—1552 BROADWAY Fair are the concessionaires, and,]| cast. ttietiediad! nt in, west 
Gordon Roy Youngeser Tom Lee tion 
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Sam B. Dill Circus 


East Liverpool, O., May 29. 

Sam B. Dill, pioneer of the motor- 
jzed circus, heading a caravan bear- 
ing his own name, has jumped 
across a half dozen states since 
opening in Dallas, Texas, last month 
and is winding up more than a 
week in Ohio, on its trek into New 
York state and other eastern terri- 
tory. 

Second largest of the motorized 
ghows, Sam B. Dill circus, now in 
its fourth season under the leader- 
ship of the veteran showman is 
getting money with its new policy 
of two bits top and a dime for the 
kids, At several stands since the 
opening four shows a day have been 
played, due to the tremendous re- 
sponse from the school kid tieup, 
contacted by Al Clarkson, general 
agent, at least two weeks ahead. 

Clarkson has been successful in 
most every city on the route of the 
Dill show to have schools dismissed 
shuw day. When school term is over, 
plans have been made to tie up with 
the A. & P. stores from two to three 
weeks ahead. 

Trick moves on a half hundred 
trucks, many of them being of the 
original fleet of General Motors 
units, made for Dill when he launch- 
ed his first mud show four years 
ago. While many of the elaborate 
tableaux trucks are missing from 
the caravan which greeted circus 
goers on the first tour, the Dill show 
still ranks as a top notcher in the 
list of motorized shows. Motor 
equipment is in Al shape and there 
has been little or no delay exper- 
ienced in making the long jumps. 

Dill has retained the parade and 
is stressing this fact in his’ news- 
paper’ campaigns and billing, but 
it is an indifferent spectacle, less 
than three blocks long, a lone ele- 
phant and a half dozen gals mount- 
ed, augment the few open cages and 
a combination-band truck, which 
heads the procession. 

Much more can be said about the 
performance, for it is a circus madeé 
up especially for the children. It 
is not a: big’ show but it is satis- 
fying for the’ youngsters. The list 
of performers is not imposing’ but 
they double in various acts and 
round cut an attractive show. Can- 
vas.is all new and show makes a 
nice flash on the lot. 

Performance gets away to a slow 
etart, with all the fems (10 in all) 
doing a dance routine, instead of 
the customary tournament or open- 
ing spec. Swinging ladders follow 
immediately and show lasts for an 
hour and a:quarter. It lacks punch 
a. the finish, where the Crandalls 
offer their mechanical riding turn, 
doné at least’ a dozen years, with 
shows making this territory. 


However,. there are a few out- 
standing spots in the program, one 
being ‘Buddy,’ trained sea lion, pre- 
sented by Walter Jennier. The act 
has been with the show since Dill 
took the highways with trucks and 
still is heaviest exploited item on 
the bill. A dainty miss, Mary Mil- 
le’, Goes the best bit of aerial work, 
especially her high perch number, 
which concludes with a hundred 
muscle grinds. 

Crandall Family of Riders, Con- 
nors Wire trio; Flying Goodwins, 
Helen McLaughlin and her high 
school horses, Cleo Cavanaugh per- 
forming horses, Ray Hilbert’s dogs, 
with ‘Queenie,’ smallest of the group, 
holding the audience with a 30-foot 
leap into a waiting net, one slow 
working elephant. Some of the 
folks do as many as six acts during 
the performance. ‘Rex,’ canine pic- 
ture star, is held as a concert fea- 
ture along with Buck Steele’s Wild 
West, which is as short on stock as 
it is on talent. 

A seven-piece band, directed by 
one who is unknown to the estab- 
lished tented shows, does well, and 
what the band lacks in personnel, 


_is made up by a versatile miss, un- 


billed, who toots a mean caliope. 

De Alrich’s kid show is good deal 
of a flop, so far as pulling in the na- 
tives is concerned for there is noth- 
ing'on the inside to induce anyone 
to spend a dime. At this stand and 
at several previous there was no 
‘jig’ band, the dusky syncopators 
having left a week ago. Dill said 
here he hoped to have a band on 
Within a few days and this addition 
might have a tendency to stimulate 
business for the kidshow. There is 
& gal show, with a two bit come on, 
is admitted to the kid 
Workers here 
“8dmit its the toughest year for this 
racket in a decade. 

Advance is doing good work, us- 
ing as much paper in towns of 10,- 
900 to 25,000 as some of the railroad 
Shows. The bigjers appear to be 
slighting the country routes but 
Miss few windows downtown. 

They are passing out plenty of 
Paper, but the show profits by de- 
manding a ten cent tax (not for the 
€overnment) on all passes. 

Dill is making most any town he 


chooses, since he is in the middle 
~iai ahead of all railroad opposi- 
n 


and has for some time been 


quent bankruptcy 





playing many of the regular Hagen- 
back Wallace and former Sells 
Floto stands. 


Personnel is much the same as 
in former years, with Dill as the 
big boss, Mrs. Dill handling the 
ticket office and acting as treasurer, 
Al Clarkson is in the advance, do- 
ing the contracting and Fred Bays 
is doing a nice job as announcing. 
Andy Kelly and many of the old 
Dill cohorts are still conspicious. 


LUNA PARK 


Coney Island, May 27. 

Receivership for the average busi- 
ness just now is indicative of con- 
ditions rather than of shortcomings 
of the business itself. But not so 
with the outdoor amusement park 
industry, in which receiverships 
seem inevitable, for the amusement 
park industry in recent years has 
done nothing for itself to break its 
own fall into oblivion. 


Luna in Coney Island is criterion 
of everything in the amusement 
park line, since Luna has always 
and still does represent the best in 
the park field. As a yardstick for 
the rest of the business, as well as 
speaking for itself, Luna measures 
the results of a generation of un- 
progressive, uninspired, shortsight- 
ed ‘showmanship.’ 

This is Luna Park’s 30th year. 
For the past three seasons the op- 
erators have taken a loss. Result: 
receivership. Again it may be said 
that a three-year loss and conse- 
is no unusual 
record today, but there remains the 
fact that this Luna Park and the 
many other Lunas all over the coun- 
try have cone nothing to fight the 
depression, except kneel down and 
pray that the Mile Sky Chaser 
would once again draw ’em in, just 
as it did 20 years ago. It’s easy to 
see that even if prosperity had con- 
tinued for the rest of the world, the 
outdoor amusement parks would 
have experienced their own private 
depresh regardless. 


Luna’s chief. bid for modernity 
this. year is a new coat of paint all 
over. The new paint also went for 
new titles on old shows and rides. 
Otherwise, the same o!d Luna, pre- 
senting no good reason for any- 
body’s revived interest. 


On its official opening night (Sat- 
urday the 27th), Coney Island, ac- 
cording to the ancients, looked more 
like the old Coney than at any time 
since Prohibition. Beer was the 
reason. The resort’s' main stem, 
Surf avenue, was well populated 
with strollers and they seemed to 
be dropping in on the street's inde- 
pendént attractions at a satisfactory 
rate. But inside Luna, where it 
costs 15¢ to get in, and where there 
are more ‘free’ shows, besides the 
regular extra tap concessions, than 
any indie Island layout offers at 
the same money, the attendance was 
not so heavy. 


Surf avenue seemed to have 10 
beer joints to the block. And cooch 
shows with the teasers right out on 
the sidewalk. Everything scrubbed 
clean and bright looking. There 
was too much opposish on the 
street, where it costs nothing to 
rubberneck, for poor old Luna. 

If the Island in general stages a 
comeback this summer, beer will be 
the reason. They're selling it for 
all it’s worth. Luna competes with 
the street in its own beer spot, 
called the Willow Grove, which 
dishes out a couple of singing acts 
and an orchestra with the suds. 


Free acts include a spectacular 
aerial performance on a wire 100 
feet or so above the midway by the 
Hustrei Family, and the park’s ab- 
breviated circus. The Fun House 
has been converted into a roller- 
skating rink, the park figuring to 
share in returns from the current 
ball-bearing - fad. It’s likely the 
rink may prove the park’s big at- 
traction as the season progresses. 


The one item with any sort of a 
new slant is the Racing Cockroaches 
eoncession. It’s a game layout with 
a novelty slant. More improvements 
along that line might be the solu- 
tion. Bige. 





40-Yr.-Old Jinx Repeats 


Altoona, May 30. 


The Walter L. Main circus, show- 
ing in Altoona for the first time in 
40 years, Thursday (18) ran into 
trouble. 

The circus herd of elephants was 
required to push trucks over a 
mountain several miles from here 
and at Tyrone, scene of a disas- 
trous wreck 40 years ago, one truck 
ran off the road early Friday 
morning, rolling down the embank- 
ment with a load of camels, all of 
which were saved. Through a hook- 
up with local merchants more than 
15,000 tickets to the show, on which 
the public paid 10 cents each, were 





distributed and a matinee and two | 


evening performances were neces- 


sary. 


| 
‘ 


CALL VICTORY 7700, 
THEN GO STARK MAD 


Chicago, May 29. 

Horrors of the Spanish Inquisi- 
tion scarcely exceed the agonies of 
trying to make telephone connec- 
tions with the World’s Fair. By 
common agreement this is the acid 
test of patience, perservance and 
good nature. Skits in musical re- 
vues lampooning telephone service 
are mild understatements com- 
pared to what happens when call- 
ing Victory 7700 in this town. 


World’s Fair and the telephone 
company are both aware of the de- 
plorable situation, but after several 
expansions of the switchboard have 
found themselves wholly unable to 
cope with the traffic that grew 
faster than every effort to meet it. 

Possibly the worst thing about 
the whole ghastly adventure is fi- 
nally getting the Expo switchboard 
and having the party busy on an- 
other line. Disregarding the pun- 





ishment suffered in getting the 
Expo to answer the _ operators 
blithely declare: Your party is 


busy on another wire, please call 
back later’ and cuts you off! 





Beating His Way, Rodeo 
Rider Killed on Road 


Peoria, Ill., May 29. 


Joseph H. Carter, 37-year-old 
rodeo performer, who received 95 
cents after the Star 10 Rodeo and 
Texas Rangers show flopped at the 
Chicago Coliseum recently, was 
fatally injured near LaRose last 
week while beating his way back to 
his home town, Brookfield, Mo. 

Carter’s skull was fractured when 
the train he was riding passed un- 
der a viaduct. 


Press Bldg. Blooey 


Chicago, May 29. 

After two false starts that got 
as far as some cement and a few 
steel girders the Press Building at 
the World’s Fair has finally and 
completely. gone : floppo. Even if 
the necessary funds were: forth- 
coming it couldn’t be ready before 
July 10 or so. 

Leslie Wheeler-Reid 
the promoting. 





was doing 





Show Boat Season On 


Dubuque, Ia., May 29. 
The summer river excursion sea- 
son on the Mississippi has started, 
the first of the boats being the Cap- 
itol, which will be spotted in this 


section. 
Plantation Cotton Pickers, Detroit, 
Mich., orchestra, booked for the 


summer run on the steamer. Benny 
Sampson is directing. 

Boats this summer are relying in 
the main on organization events to 
bring crowds, the moonlight events 
being given plenty of opposition by 
outdoor spots in all river states, 
floor shows and 3.2 percent beer, 
with free lunch making a whale of 
a difference to slim pokes. 








Circus Routes 





(Current week, May, 29) 
Al G. Barnes 


May 29, Vallejo, Cal.; 30, Sacramento; 
31. Richmond; June 1, Berkley; 2-3-4, Oak- 
land, Calif. 


Hagenbeck- Wallace 


May 29, Steubenville; 30, Allegheny: 31, 
Indiana: June 1, Johnstown; 2, Altoona; 
3, Lewistown. 

Ringling Bros.-B. & B. 

May 29-30, Baltimore; 31-June 1, Wash- 

ington; 2, Wilmington; 3, Trenton. 


Carnival Routes 


(Current week, May 29) 


Big State: Yoakum. 

Cetlin & Wilson: Charleston. 
Coleman Bros.: New Britain. 
Copping. Harry: Warren, Pa. 
Crafts 20 Big: Alameda. 
Curl, W. 8S.: London, O. 
Diamond Expo: Mullens. 
Edwards, J. R.: Mansfield. 
Friendly City: Oakland, Md. 
Gibbs, W. A.: Osawatomie. 
Glick, Wm.: Clifton. 

Great Lakes Am.: Newark. 
Landes, J. L.: Winfield. 
McLaughlin, P. S.: Peckville. 
Metropolitan: High Springs 
Modern Expo.: Clifton Heights 
Mohawk Valley: Amsterdam. 
Pacific States: Salt Lake City. 
Pearson, C. E.: Clinton. 
Rubin & Cherry: Cumberland 
Royal American: St. Louis. 
Shugart, Dr.: Paris 

Six, J .Harry: Louisville. 
Sol’'s Liberty: Logansport. 
Southern Expo: Leavenswortt 
Southern Tier: Ithaca. 

State Fair: Tracy. 

Sunset Am.: West Peoria 











Pride and Uniforms 


Chicago, May 29. 

‘But you've got to give mea 
job, you've just got to. I’ve 
got a wife and children to sup- 
port.’ 

An applicant fo. a job at the 
World’s Fair was so insistent, 
so desperate in his need, that 
the personnel officer decided to 
give him a job. 

He was told to go to a cer- 
tain building and be measured 
for a uniform. Then came the 
denouement of the hard luck 
story, ‘I'll do anything, abso- 
lutely anything,’ replied the 
job-seeker, ‘providing I don't 
have to wear a uniform!’ 











A Drummer’s Lament 


(Continued from page 56) 


comfortable. Can you imagine me 
waiting comfortably, Sam? 


if Agnes had come. 
Then I started kidding myself that 
I was calm and collected. I wouldn’t 
get up and look, but wait and be 
surprised when she walked through 
the door. Even that didn’t do any 
good. Look for her or not look for 
her, she wouldn’t turn up. 


Right as the clock was striking 
3:30 there was a lot of shuffling out 
in the corridor. People getting out 
of the elevator. ‘Here,’ thinks I to 
myself, ‘is Agnes. 3But I sat as 
still as if I'd never a care in the 
world and waited to be surprised. 

In walked all the boys from the 
band and Molly! 


No sign of Agnes. Not a sign. 


All the boys were grinning, I guess 
they’d made up their minds that I'd 
been pulling their legs and that 
I'd really meant to marry Molly 
all along. None of them had said a 
thing to her to show that he felt 
anything was wrong. Molly had 
come along with them as natural as 
could be when they called her and 
said, ‘Better get your things on 
now, Eddie’s going to get married 
in five minutes.’ 


So they all filed in and there was 
I, feeling smaller than a grace note 
to a drunken clarinetist. 


I stalled around for another five 
minutes, but I could see that every- 
one was getting a bit ir patient. 
Bingham kept going about his busi- 
ness, but every once in a while he’d 
give me a look through his spec- 
tacles as if to say, ‘What’s the 
hurry for, young man?’ 

It got to be 3:40 o’clock and we 
were all a bit restless. 


‘You've got to hurry,’ said Bing- 
ham. ‘If you don’t get this over with 
pretty quick you’ve missed the boat 
for today.” He handed a couple of 
forms to a stenographer and asked 
her to fill them out. I gave her all 
the dope about me and then she 
looked up at Molly. And Molly, 
without batting an eyelid, gave her 
all the information about herself. 


Bingham signed the blanks in a 
couple of places, slapped seals on 
them and hustled us out of the 
building and into a taxicab. Ju't 
before 4 o’clock we rushed into the 
Azabu Ward cffice and 1 4d our 
names written down in the official 
book. Bingham handed us the cer- 
tificates and said that, as far as he 
was concerned, we were married. 
That ended it, Sam. That ended it. 


The Azabu Ward office was only 
just around the corner from the 
Yamagata, so we started to walk 
back and Bingham went a little way 
with us. 

‘Lot of Americans getting mar- 
ried in this ward nowadays,’ he 
said. ‘Had another this morning, a 
Japanese girl who was born in the 
States. <A citizen, you know. Said 
she was a dancer. Named Agnes 
Nakamura. Married a Japanese 
named Kondo.’ 

All I could think 
‘Oh, yeah?’ 

But Trelawney and Rounds were 
quite cut up. Each one of the idiots 
had thought she was going to marry 
him in spite of everything. Just as 
if I hadn’t hal the inside track! 

So you see, Sam, it’s all over. 
Molly and I have moved into this 
other hotel, where we have a little 
apartment, and everything’s great. 
Molly has her job and I have mine, 
and, as for those debts of Agnes,— 
well, the other boys can whistle for 
them the same way I do. 

And, honest, what I ever saw in 
that Nakamur.. girl is more than I 
can make out 


But 


of to say was, 


as they s.y in 11: nese, Sam 





shikata ga nai! Ed Mansfield. 


Every time there’d ve a noise in 
the hall I’d get up and look to see 
No such luck. 


Balto Theatres Get 
10-Block Protection 
In Anti-Carny War 


Baltimore, May 29. 
are meeting a heavy 
barrage of opposition from the local 
theatres with exhibs taking stcps to 
keep the tents outside the city 


limits. Action due to the sudden in- 
crease of carnivals in this vicinity. 

More carnies in Baltimore this 
year than ever before, with most of 
the outfits that formerly flourished 
in the midwest heading into this 
territory, finding the coin a _ bit 
looser here than in the shut-down 
inland factory towns. Glick, Shee- 
sley, Johnny J. Jones, and Rubin & 
Cherry are just some of the top- 
ringers who have been around town 
already, with dozens of lesser lights 
in the offing. ies 

Two plans of attack have been 
organized by the exhibs who haven't 
yet been able to keep the shows out 
of town entirely. First is the ruling 
by the city keeping all carnivals at 
least 10 blocks away from any es- 
tablished theatre. This provision 
alone keeps the shows on the out- 
skirts of town, since it’s hard to 
find a lot within the iimits that’s 
1 ot within that 10-block zone. 

Second in the move being made 
through the Better Business Bureau 
to prevent the carnivals from com- 
ing in under the auspices and under 
the guise of a charity bazaar. Car- 
nivals have been in the habit of 
buying the name of some organiza- 
tion for auspices for as little as $50 
and $100 and keeping the, proceeds 
made under the rented name. 

This will be done away with in 
the ordinance being introduced to 
the City Council next week, which, 
if becoming a law, would require 
that 85% of the gross receipts of 
any charity benefit go to the char- 
ity. That will just about wipe out 
the ‘auspices’ gag. 


STAGE SHOW UNDER TOP 
FOR COAST TRADE EXPO 


Los Angeles, May 29, 


W. B. Hunsaker will pitch. his big 
top at Gardenia (suburb), June 1-2-3 
for the annual. Gardenia Valley Ex- 
position, staged by the merchants of 
that community. There will be no 
rides or games in connection with 
the expo, with a free gate held out 
as a lure. Hope for 5,000 or more. 

Night preceding the expo opening 
a banquet will be tendered by the 
Gardenia Chamber of Commerce in 
the big top, with covers for 700. 
Main show will comprise vaude acts 
and band concerts on the stage, with 
all hippodrome and arena events 
nixed. 





Carnivals 








N. Y. Fair Using Midway, 
| But the Dirt Is Out 


Syracuse, May 29. 


New York State Fair, opening 
Sept. 2, will have a midway after 
all. Changing front, Director J. Dan 
Ackerman has signed a contract 
with the Max Gruberg shows, with 
guarantee against objectionable fea- 
tures. 

Ackerman had planned to restrict 
the midway to rides, 


World’s Fair Legends 


Chicago, May 29. 


Among the legends that have 
grown up among the public with 
regard to the Century of Progress 
Exposition, to such an extent that 
the World’s Fair has sought to 
contradict and dissipate them are: 

(1) That it will cost $90 to see 
the fair. 

(2) That there are no free com- 
fort stations on the grounds. 

(3) That Chicagoans can’t get a 
job at the fair. 








AUTO SHOW IN SMASH 
Kansas City, May 29. 
Three trucks of the Wagner 
Brothers circus were wrecked about 
100 miles west of here Sunday (21). 
The caravan was en route to Kan- 
sas City, where the circus is now 
showing in Fairyland park. The 
commissary truck, the power car 
and one of the animal cages were 
wrecked. 
Sazadore Raidy, a 
suffered an injured back 
feral other members of 
lsuffered minor injuries 


performer, 
and sev- 
the show 
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64 VARIETY Tuesday, May 30, 1933 
TODAY’S MAGIC FEATURE: i 


Coffee...Hot and Delicious... Out of Thin Air! 
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